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It is important to note that the nature of the proposed projectgel
each technical area. In some cases, the characteristics of a prop
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OVERVIEW AND APPROACH TO IMPACT ANALYSES

The guidance provided in each technical analysis chapter sets forth specific methods for assessing potential impacts of
a proposed project. The guidance leads the analyst through a series of steps with ascending level of detail, aimed at
permitting the lead agency to determine whether the potential for significant impact can be ruled out or confirmed. If
at any point, a determination can be made that no significant impacts would occur with the project, then the analysis is
complete.

Each chapter is organized so that existing conditions are determined first, followed by determinations of the N Actlon
and With-Action scenarios, in order to ascertain the incremental difference due to a proposed project.
mental difference that is used when determining whether the project has the poteftial to cause signifi
environmental impact. E\

As mentioned throughout the Manual, it is important for an applicant to work the lead
entire environmental review process. In addition, the lead agency may detergineqt 1S appropridge to c@nsult or coor-
dinate with the City’s expert technical agencies for a particular project. Iti ended gpat the gency consult
with the expert agencies as early as possible in the environmental revidgg pr®ess. T le below lists the expert
agencies that are often consulted in CEQR assessments. This tahle i ive, an ul t be considered an ex-
haustive list of City agencies involved in CEQR assessments.

Technical Areas ert Age

Land Use, Zoning, and Public Policy

Socioeconomic Conditions

New York@i artment o ning
Shadows
Urban Design and Visual Resources L g O
Neighborhood Character
ity Planning
for Children’s Services

. o . New York City Schg®| Construction Authority

Community Facilities and Ser .
< : | New York City Fire Department

Open Space

olice Department

ealth and Hospitals Corporation
ity Department of City Planning

rk City Department of Parks and Recreation

ork City Landmarks Preservation Commission
New York City Department of Environmental Protection
New York City Department of Parks and Recreation

New York City Department of Environmental Protection

New York City Department of Sanitation

New York State Energy Research & Development Authority
Mayor’s Office of Environmental Coordination

Mayor’s Office of Environmental Coordination

New York City Department of Transportation (traffic, parking, or pedestrians)
Metropolitan Transit Authority and New York City Transit (transit)
Public Health New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

New York City Department of Environmental Protection

New York City Department of Transportation

New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission

New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

Transportation

Construction
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STRUCTURE OF THE TECHNICAL ANALYSES CHAPTERS

Most CEQR technical analyses apply a similar step-wise approach as described below:

APPROPRIATENESS OF AN ASSESSMENT (SECTION 200 OF EACH TECHNICAL CHAPTER):

The first step is a simple screen or series of questions aimed at determining whether a given technical area assessment
is appropriate for a given proposed project. The preliminary screening questions are also presented in the Short EAS
Form and the Full EAS Form to assist the lead agency in determining whether further analysis is needed for a given
technical area.

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT (OFTEN LOCATED AT THE BEGINNING OF SECTION 300 OF EACH TECHNICAL
The next step is usually a qualitative or semi-quantitative analysis again aimed at det
given technical area can be ruled out. These analyses are necessarily conservative t onale b he pro-
posed project shows no significant adverse impact using simplified, but conser sumpti al ed analysis
would only confirm this conclusion. An assumption is considered consery t e analysis t&gds #¥ result in the
overstatement of an impact.

If a proposed project appears to have some potential for significa @lmpact

more detailed analysis is undertaken. The purpose of this i

tions so that an impact is neither over- nor under- predi%\ so that, sh

DETAILED ANALYSIS (LOCATED IN SECTION 300 OF EACH TECHNICAL CHAPTER,

@ the first two steps, then a
agPpossible in making assump-
ication be warranted, appropriate,

propriate to gather as much relevant
gather the information appears un-

feasible, and workable measures may be developed. At s stage it is alway
project-specific data as possible. When mformatlon able, o
warranted, reasonable, but conservative, assu d be ma ‘

IMPACT ASSESSMENT (SECTION 400 OF EACH TECHNI!
When the analysis identifies that the prOJ |®cause a chd onditions, the next step is to determine whether
that change would be adverse and In technical areas Wfat utilize quantitative thresholds (air quality, noise,

and traffic are good examples), the enc® of a S|gn|f|caanact generally can be determined with relative definite-
ness by applylng obJectlve crlterla How®&er, in othegareas, such as neighborhood character or urban design, a change
|%

requires, a ubjective evaluation. For these determinations, a series of
ered in th& ve, typically signal significance. The lead agency may carefully
comments n to the technical studies in determining whether an impact may

NIC,
ct is dverse and significant, mitigation to reduce or eliminate the impact must be
mitigation must be suff|C|ent to aIIow the lead agency to understand how effec-

gpacts of igwn. OSually, the technical analysis used to |dent|fy an impact provides sufficient information
to de and asses &igation of that impact. Various options for mitigation of a given impact may be presented
in the®Draft Enyi el Impact Statement (DEIS). In the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS), the lead
agency musj among these options the mitigation measures that reduce the impact to the greatest extent
practicable. g/mitigation is not available, is not practical, is not implementable on schedule with the proposed
project, or reqtes further discretionary projects, then the lead agency must disclose that the significant adverse im-
pact may be unmitigated.

ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROJECT (SECTION 600 OF EACH TECHNICAL CHAPTER):

Where a potential significant adverse impact has been identified, alternatives to the proposed project to reduce or
eliminate that impact should also be considered. As noted in Chapter 23, “Alternatives,” CEQR alternatives are select-
ed from among those that meet project objectives. The analysis of alternatives in the technical area in which a signifi-
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cant adverse impact has been identified should contain sufficient detail to clearly indicate the reduction in impact or in
the need for mitigation.
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