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V. EIS Summary Chapters

The EIS contains several chapters that sum-
marize the conclusions of the technical assessments
and permit the decision-maker to examine the
trade-offs between project objectives and identified
impacts. These chapters are not required for an
EAS, but the lead agency may choose in some
instances to include them in the documentation to
support the determination of significance. Con-
versely, if one of the chapters is not appropriate to
the proposed action and its analysis in the EIS, then
it need not be included.

100. Executive Summary
The executive summary is extremely important

and is required in all EISs. It should describe in
summary form the proposed action, its positive or

adverse  significant environmental impacts,
required mitigation, alternatives considered, and
important trade-offs identified in the oth

summary chapters. The executive summary Shou
be as short as possible and contain only the infor-
mation necessary to allow the reader to

the conclusions of the EIS.
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300. Unavoidable Adverse Impacts

When significant adverse impacts are
unavoidable if the project is implemented
regardless of the mitigation employed (or
mitigation may be impoSgible), they are
summarized and presented in a separate chapter of
the EIS.
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0. Irreversible and Irretrievable
Commitments of Resources

This section summarizes the proposed action
and its impacts in terms of the loss of
environmental resources, both in the immediate
future and in the long term. Resources include
man-made and natural resources; examples of
losses are removal of vegetation without replace-
ment, use of fossil fuels and materials for
construction, etc. The extent to which the proposed
action forecloses future options or involves trade-
offs between short-term environmental gains and
long-term losses should also be addressed. In
considering the trade-offs of the project, it is also
possible to compare short-term losses with long-
term benefits.
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