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Intimate Partner Violence 

Traumatizes Children and Teens

Prevalence

report being physically hurt intentionally 
by someone they were dating in the past 
year

Lesbian, gay, bisexual and questioning 

students are over TWICE as likely to 
report experiencing dating violence compared 
with those who identified as straight

 1 in 10
Impact on Students 
School-Related Behavior  

3x more likely to miss school due to not feeling safe

3x more likely to carry a weapon to school

2x more likely to experience bullying in school

Substance Abuse 

4xmore likely to take prescription drugs without a doctor’s prescription

2xmore likely to drink alcohol and 3xmore likely to binge drink 

Mental Health
Almost 4x more likely to attempt suicide

Teen Dating Violence in NYC
Prevalence and impact of teen dating violence among NYC public high school students: iv

Intimate Partner Violence in the Home
Effects on children exposed to intimate partner violence at home:

PRE-SCHOOLERSi

•	 Inability to develop healthy 
relationships with peers or regulate 
emotions

•	 Symptoms of PTSD – including 
sleep and/or eating disruptions 
and intense separation anxiety

•	 Poor memory functioning may 
hinder cognitive and intellectual 
development

ELEMENTARY & JUNIOR HIGHii
 

•	 Behave younger than age

•	 Difficulty developing friendship with 
peers

•	 Exhibit signs of anger, depression and 
lower self-esteem

•	 Significantly  lower performance on 
standardized math and English and 
language tests

   HIGH SCHOOLiii 

•	Physical aggression and acceptance 
of violence in relationships and 
involvement in abusive relationships

•	 Higher levels of anxiety and 
depression, antisocial behavior, and 
substance abuse

•	More likely to be absent from school

What Can Schools Do?
Identify Students Experiencing Dating Violence: Compared to students who did not experience dating violence, youth who did 
were twice as likely to get help from a counselor, social worker, or therapist for an emotional or personal problem.iv

Offer Prevention Programing: Students who receive teen dating violence prevention in school show statistically significant 
improvements in knowledge and attitudes about dating violence.v

OCDV Can Help: The Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence provides training for professional staff and students on dating 
violence, healthy relationships and intimate partner violence. Contact OCDV’s Policy and Training Institute (212) 788-2799. The 
office can also assist in connecting schools to intimate partner violence resources such as the NYC Family Justice Centers. 
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