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ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER OF THE CHIEF JUDGE 

OF THE NYC OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE TRIALS AND HEARINGS (OATH) 

 

 Pursuant to sections 2, 3, 4,  and 5 of the Mayor’s Emergency Executive Order no. 177 

(January 27, 2021) and section 3 of Emergency Executive Order no. 179 (February 1, 2021),1 

and any subsequent emergency executive order extending such sections or suspending or 

modifying other provisions of Chapter 45-A of the New York City Charter or Title 48 of the 

Rules of the City of New York, and the authority vested in me by New York City Charter 

§1049(1)(a), and due to the emergency circumstances caused by the continuing COVID-19 

outbreak in the City of New York, I direct that, effective as of January 1, 2022: 

 

1. Offices. All OATH offices will be open to the public on all business days, subject to 

the rules and procedures provided herein. 

 

2. Hearings. 

a. All appearances before the OATH Hearings Division will be by telephone, 

except where a party requests and is approved for an in-person appearance. 

Such request must be submitted at least five business days before the 

scheduled hearing date by emailing livehearings@oath.nyc.gov. An in-person 

appearance request will be approved if the OATH Hearings Division 

determines that the in-person appearance can be held with no undue prejudice 

 
1 Mayor Bill de Blasio, Emergency Executive Order no. 177 (January 27, 2021), available at 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/home/downloads/pdf/executive-orders/2021/eeo-177.pdf (annexed hereto as Appendix 
A); Mayor Bill de Blasio, Emergency Executive Order no. 179 (February 1, 2021), available at 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/home/downloads/pdf/executive-orders/2021/eeo-179.pdf (annexed hereto as Appendix 
B). 
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or undue burden to the parties or to the tribunal and the in-person appearance 

can be held while ensuring sufficient public health protections to comply with 

state and local government public health guidelines. 

b. The OATH Hearings Division may accommodate requests to adjourn and 

requests to reschedule, in addition to the request to reschedule permitted 

pursuant to 48 RCNY § 6-05, in instances where a party indicates an inability 

to participate by telephone due to the COVID-19 emergency. 

c. The deadline for filing a motion to vacate a default under 48 RCNY § 6-21(b) 

will be 75 days from the date of the default decision. 

d. All parties appearing by telephone are expected to conduct themselves in the 

same manner as they would in an OATH courtroom. 

 

3. Trials.  

a. In-person appearances will be permitted only when the presiding 

Administrative Law Judge makes a determination that an in-person 

appearance can be held with no undue prejudice or undue burden to the parties 

or to the tribunal, and can be held while ensuring sufficient public health 

protections to comply with state and local government public health 

guidelines.  

b. An in-person appearance may be requested by sending an email, at least ten 

business days in advance, to the presiding Administrative Law Judge or the 

OATH Trials Division Calendar Unit at OATHCalUnit@OATH.nyc.gov, and 

properly serving the request on the opposing party. The opposing party may 

https://csmail.nyc.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=FzvQWnsvFplXYyDuFvZpFcYcdEZS4XTcGZW1nhIOiCdfzGVdsSzYCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fcsmail.nyc.gov%2fowa%2fredir.aspx%3fC%3duved3vr9sU8l_srUCM1Osk8CmlccYhDmyhP6TY7YXI_JR6PdqCzYCA..%26URL%3dmailto%25253aOATHCalUnit%252540OATH.nyc.gov
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submit a response to the request within five business days. The presiding 

Administrative Law Judge will make a ruling and notify the parties. A party 

without access to email may make or oppose a request by calling the OATH 

Trials Division Calendar Unit at 212-933-3097. 

c. Public access to trials may be in person or by remote means, in the discretion 

of the presiding Administrative Law Judge. 

d. Video appearances: 

i. All video appearances before the OATH Trials Division will be 

conducted by Cisco Webex (or a similar system approved by the 

OATH Trials Division), which is widely available at no additional 

cost. 

ii. An OATH employee will be available during the trial for any party 

that needs assistance. 

iii. Attorneys and their clients may participate from one location or from 

separate locations.  

iv. All parties appearing via videoconference are expected to conduct 

themselves in the same manner as they would in an OATH courtroom. 

e. In order to ensure that conferences and trials are scheduled and conducted 

promptly during the continuing COVID-19 outbreak and are conducted 

consistently with any obligations of the City by law, regulation, or court order, 

all attorneys must appear at conferences and trials that are scheduled ex parte 

by the docketing party in compliance with 48 RCNY 1-26(d) (“The party 

docketing a case may do so ex parte. If the case is placed on the conference 
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calendar or the trial calendar rather than on open status, the party may at the 

time of docketing also select a trial date and/or conference date ex parte. 

However, OATH encourages selection of trial and conference dates by all 

parties jointly. In the event that a party selects a trial date or a conference date 

ex parte, that party must serve the notice of conference or trial required by 48 

RCNY § 1-28, within one business day of selecting that date. Whenever 

practicable, such notice must be served by personal delivery or electronic 

means.”). 

f. The OATH Trials Division will, in its discretion, accommodate requests to 

adjourn where a party demonstrates good cause for not being able to proceed 

on the scheduled date either in-person or remotely. 

 

4. Upon the expiration of sections 2, 3, 4, and 5 of the Mayor’s Emergency Executive 

Order no. 177 (January 27, 2021) and section 3 of Emergency Executive Order no. 

179 (February 1, 2021) or of any subsequent emergency executive order suspending 

or modifying provisions of Chapter 45-A of the New York City Charter or Title 48 of 

the Rules of the City of New York, with the exception of subdivisions b and c of 

section 2, this Administrative Order of the Chief Judge will remain in force. 

Subdivision a of section 2 and section 3 will remain in force as a matter of the Chief 

Judge’s authority pursuant to paragraph a of subdivision 1 of section 1049 of the New 

York City Charter. 

 



5 
 

This order shall remain in effect until modified or rescinded. This order replaces the previously 

issued orders related to COVID-19. 

 

________________________________________ 

Hon. Joni Kletter 

Chief Administrative Law Judge, OATH 

Dated: December 31, 2021 
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Appendix A 
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