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Borough President Brewer, Council Member Chin Partner with the City’s Office of
Administrative Trials and Hearings (OATH) to Host “How to Respond to Summonses
from NYC Enforcement Agencies” Town Hall for Chinatown Residents and Businesses

NEW YORK - NYC elected and public officials will partner with local community groups
and associations based in Chinatown to put on an educational event, How to Respond to
Summonses from NYC Enforcement Agencies, on March 14, 2019. The March 14 event will be
held from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the Chinatown BID, located at 49 Madison Street, NY, NY
10038. The event is open to anyone interested in attending. Partnering organizations will
help ensure that Mandarin and Cantonese translators are available at the event.

Organizations co-sponsoring the event include the Chinese-American Planning Council,
Chinatown BID, Chinatown Partnership, Immigrant Social Services, Inc., OCA Asian Pacific
American Advocates- NY, and the Chinatown Manpower Project (CMP). At the event will be
OATH representatives, representatives from the Manhattan Borough President’s Office and
the Office of Council Member Margaret S. Chin. Leaders from the event’s partner
organizations will also be in attendance.

Representatives from OATH will discuss what to do when a summons is received from a
City agency, OATH'’s translation services, and OATH’s remote hearing options which make
fighting a summons more convenient since recipients of summonses do not have to go to
hearings in person. There will then be a question and answer session between audience
members and OATH representatives.

“Navigating the city court system should not be a confusing or intimidating experience,”
said Manhattan Borough President Gale A. Brewer. “By bringing OATH officials into
communities, we can ensure that all New Yorkers, regardless of background or language
spoken, have access to important information about the hearing process and the options
that are available to them in the event that they receive a summons.”

“With a federal administration deeply hostile to the very idea of immigration, it is so
important that we do all we can to push back,” said Council Member Margaret S. Chin.
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“OATH’s forum, of which [ am a proud sponsor, will allow a space for our immigrant
communities to better understand policies impacting their day to day lives.”

“New Yorkers and small businesses deserve a level playing field when contesting City-
issued summonses and the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings continues to work
towards the goal of creating a truly user-friendly court,” said Marisa L. Senigo, OATH’s
Deputy Commissioner for Public Affairs.

“Partnering on informational events like the one in Chinatown gives OATH the opportunity
to provide residents and small businesses with important information about the hearing
process and the many options that are available to them should they or their business
receive summonses from the City’s various enforcement agencies,” said John Castelli,
OATH'’s Deputy Commissioner for Legislative Affairs.

“Lack of understanding of rules and regulations remains one of the top concerns as shown
by a recent NYC Asian American small business report, this follow up workshop aims to
demystify the process while helping everyone to save time, money, and avoid unnecessary
fines while gaining a bit of peace-of-mind at the same time.” said Wellington Z. Chen of
the Chinatown BID and Chinatown Partnership.

"The Chinese-American Planning Council is proud to continue our partnership with OATH,
the Manhattan Borough President, Council Member Chin, and all the other agencies on this
event. During these complicated times, Chinese American and immigrant New Yorkers
need government agencies to provide reliable information in their preferred language. This
event will ensure our community remains knowledgeable and empowered," said Wayne
Ho, President and CEO.

“Immigrant Social Services (ISS) is pleased to partner with OATH Commissioner Fidel Del
Valle, Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer, Council Member Margaret Chin and the
many great organizations in the Chinese/Asian American community” said Beatrice Chen,
Executive Director of Immigrant Social Services. This workshop on how to respond to
summonses from NYC enforcement agencies is a much needed resource for the Chinatown
community. ISS applauds this critical effort and looks forward to furthering these
partnerships.”

“CMP’s Business Outreach Center has been assisting entrepreneurs for over 25 years, is
pleased to partner with Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer, Councilmember
Margaret Chin, and OATH to provide the community, essential information to NYC
regulatory rules and summonses,” said Executive Director, Hong Shing Lee.

“OCA-NY is proud to co-sponsor OATH ACCES in Chinatown so that residents and business
owners can be informed about the summons process,” said S. Yan Sin, OCA-NY President.



About OATH

OATH is the independent administrative law court where nearly all City enforcement
agencies file their summonses for hearings. The agencies that file summonses at OATH for
hearings include the Departments of Sanitation, Buildings, Health, Parks, Environmental
Protection, Consumer Affairs, FDNY and NYPD, among many others. OATH, however, does
not conduct parking ticket hearings or hearings on alleged red light or speed camera
violations. Last year, OATH received approximately 877,000 summonses from the City’s
various enforcement agencies. During that time, 44% of summonses that were fought at
OATH hearings were dismissed by OATH Hearing Officers.
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