
Excerpt from Assurances by the New York City Housing Authority Regarding 
Compliance with Federal Accessibility Requirements and Standards in 
PACT/RAD Conversions (December 2021) 

The New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) have a mutual interest in ensuring compliance with federal accessibility 
requirements and standards under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (Section 504) and Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in PACT/RAD conversions, while also recognizing potential 
infeasibilities in the full remediation of accessibility barriers to achieve compliance throughout certain 
properties. 

Accessible Units 

“Accessible Units” means Mobility Accessible Units, Hearing/Vision Accessible Units, and Replacement 
Units. 

“Mobility Accessible Units” means units that are located on an accessible route and provide the required 
accessibility features for persons with mobility disabilities, including individuals who use wheelchairs, 
and are located in buildings with accessible public and common use areas pursuant to Section 504, the 
ADA, and the regulations and standards implementing those statutes. See 24 C.F.R. § 8.22; all applicable 
UFAS (Uniform Federal Accessibility Standards) provisions; 2010 ADA Standards § 809.5. 

“Replacement Units” means Mobility Accessible Units located on an accessible route that comply with 
all requirements set out in these assurances. 

“Vision/Hearing Accessible Units” means units that provide the required accessibility features for 
persons with vision and hearing disabilities pursuant to the ADA and Section 504 whether or not such 
units are located on an accessible route.2 See 24 C.F.R. § 8.22; all applicable UFAS (Uniform Federal 
Accessibility Standards) provisions; 2010 ADA Standards § 809.5. 

Accessible Housing Unit Plan 

For all PACT/RAD Rounds, NYCHA and the Accessibility Consultant will submit for FHEO approval an 
Accessible Housing Unit Plan on a Round-by-Round basis to identify the location of all existing and 
proposed Accessible Units, including Replacement Units (if applicable), for each of the PACT/RAD 
Projects3 proposed in NYCHA’s PACT/RAD portfolio, addressing factors such as geographic distribution, 
dispersal within projects, unit size, unit occupancy criteria (preferences, elderly/family, etc.), and access 
to transportation and other community amenities. 

Considering that it may be structurally impracticable to have a minimum of five percent (5%) mobility 
accessible units and two percent (2%) vision/hearing accessible units located on accessible routes in 
every building in every PACT/RAD Project that is to be converted (see 24 C.F.R. §§ 8.22, 8.23, 8.26; UFAS 
§ 4.34.2; 2010 ADA Standards § 233.2), NYCHA and FHEO agree that each Accessible Housing Unit Plan
submitted to FHEO for approval will provide the following:

1) A minimum of seven percent (7%) Mobility Accessible Units (calculated per PACT/RAD
Project) on accessible routes, in the aggregate for each proposed PACT/RAD Round.

2) A minimum of four percent (4%) Vision/Hearing Accessible Units building-by-building per
PACT/RAD Project plus an upgraded electrical system that will support additional
Vision/Hearing Accessible Units to facilitate future reasonable accommodations.



3) No less than four percent (4%) and no more than ten percent (10%) Mobility Accessible Units
on accessible routes per PACT/RAD Project.

4) If any PACT/RAD Project does not meet these requirements, the Accessibility Consultant must
certify the structural impracticability of meeting such requirements (with adequate building- 
level detail) to FHEO (see 24 C.F.R. § 8.32(c), UFAS § 3.5, 2010 ADA Standards § 106.5), and
NYCHA will submit proposed Replacement Units to meet the required number of Accessible
Units under Section 504 as part of the Accessible Housing Unit Plan, for FHEO approval. These
PACT/RAD Projects will include some Mobility Accessible Units to the extent practicable. These
PACT/RAD Projects will also include units with mobility accessible features that benefit people
with less severe mobility impairments, but these partially accessible units do not qualify as
Mobility Accessible Units for purposes of complying with Section 504 and ADA requirements.

5) Replacement Units will be fully accessible Mobility Accessible Units under all applicable
federal accessibility standards, of the same housing preference (e.g., family, elderly),
comparable bedroom sizes, in buildings with comparable or better amenities located nearby
to the building and in the same neighborhood, and not be located in buildings that, with the
inclusion of the Replacement Units, would have more than ten percent (10%) Mobility
Accessible Units or four percent (4%) Vision/Hearing Units. Replacement Units must be in
excess of the required number of Mobility Accessible Units in the building/project where they
are located (i.e., no double counting of Mobility Accessible Units). Replacement Units may not
be Accessible Units that are already required under any other accessibility remediation
agreement or separately included as part of a previous HUD-approved conversion,
repositioning or similar transaction. Replacement Units must be tenanted for occupancy in
accordance with 24 C.F.R. § 8.27.
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