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Unless otherwise stated below, all requirements are pursuant to the HUD Supplemental Notice H-2023-
08/PIH-2023-19 Rev 4-B, the Multifamily Accelerated Processing (“MAP”) Guide (Rev March 19, 2021) or
referenced technical guidance. Please refer to those documents for more details. Links to those
documents are provided at the end of this guidance memo.

This memo is an update to the memo issued August 2023 and now includes flexibility for NYCHA’s PACT
Partners in the completion of the radon testing. This flexibility does not reduce the amount of testing but
is a change to how HUD will process the radon requirements for NYCHA’s PACT Partners, where the goal

is still to achieve full compliance with the level of testing required and any required mitigation. The
flexibility in the completion of the radon testing is described in (2) below.

1. TESTING PROTOCOL

a.

Radon testing must follow the protocols set by the American Association of Radon
Scientists and Technologists, Protocol for Conducting Radon and Radon Decay Product
Measurements in Multifamily Buildings (ANSI-AARST MAMF-2017). This includes testing
100% of ground floor units and 10% of upper floor units in all buildings included in the
project.

i. If the units do not start on the ground floor of the building, PACT Partners should
treat the first floor with dwelling units as the ground floor.

ii. The 10% of the upper floor units should include a selection of units from each of
the upper floors with the total number of units tested equaling at least 10% of
the total number of the upper floor units.

Additional NYCHA Requirement: If any ground floor unit tests above 4.0 pCi/L, the PACT
Partner must also follow the AARST requirement to test non-residential ground-contact
locations (rooms, offices, classrooms, and other general use areas) that are occupied or
intended to be occupied.

Additional NYCHA Requirement: Prior to radon testing, PACT Partners are required to
identify the number of units that will be tested and the number of non-residential ground-
contact locations that will potentially be tested (see (e) above) at each building using a
table provided by NYCHA.

Occupied is defined by AARST as: Any area of the building that is occupied on a regular
basis for more than 4 hours a day.
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e. As an alternative to a full testing assessment, all ground level units/rooms in all buildings
included in the project must be mitigated following the appropriate mitigation standard
listed at Section 9.6.3.2.F of the MAP.

2. COMPLETION OF TESTING

a. The PACT Partner should make every effort to complete the required testing by the
submission of the Rental Assistance Demonstration Program Financing Plan (“Financing
Plan”).

b. The Radon Report should be submitted to HUD when the Financing Plan for the PACT
Project is submitted. The requirements for the Radon Report are described in (4) below.

c. Radon testing submitted to HUD in (b) above must be performed no earlier than one year
prior to the date of the Financing Plan submission.

d. If the PACT Partner is not able to complete the required testing by the time of the
submission of the Financing Plan:

i. The PACT Partner must provide to NYCHA:

1. For each building: The number of units tested on the ground floor, the
report that includes those units, and the number of units that remain to
be tested on the ground floor to meet the HUD MAP 100% threshold; and

2. For each building: The number of units tested about the ground floor, the
report that includes those units, and the number of units that remain to
be tested above the ground floor to meet the HUD MAP 10% threshold.

ii. NYCHA will provide the Radon Report and the unit count information from (d)(i)
above to HUD and will ask HUD for the remaining radon testing to be completed
post-conversion, prior to the PACT construction completion certification, and
these provisions will be added to the RCC.

iii. All hazards must be mitigated, and design and cost for any mitigation systems
must be incorporated into proposed project capital and maintenance budgets in
advance of submission of the financing plan. With regard to sites with
outstanding required testing obligations, all the potential costs associated with
outstanding testing, and any potential costs associated with system design,
installation, maintenance and operation must be accounted for within the
project-budget allowances and/or contingency.

iv. For any of the required testing not performed by the time the Financing Plan is
ready for submission, HUD will have discretion to determine if a
sufficient number of required tests have been collected to date, if more required
tests are needed, and/or if adequate allowances/contingency is allocated.

v. The PACT Partner may continue to test post Financing Plan submission and up to
closing/conversion to complete the required testing in order to re-allocate any
radon specific allowances/contingency that may no longer be needed.

vi. If the PACT Partner is not able to complete the required testing by
closing/conversion, the PACT Partner must complete any remaining testing post-
conversion and submit the testing to NYCHA prior to the final construction
completion inspection.

vii. All other requirements in this memo and the HUD MAP Guide apply to any testing
performed post-conversion.
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3. QUALITY CONTROL FOR NUMBER OF VALID TESTS

a.

For dwelling or non-residential rooms where access problems, test conditions, or other
reasons or situations prevented achieving a valid test result, follow-up procedures shall
include testing all locations that were intended to be tested but did not result in valid
measurements.
i. Exceptions:
1. Where it is decided to proceed with mitigation; or
2. Where all other test locations in the building are less than 2.0 pCi/L and
the number of missing valid tests in ground-contact locations of the
building do not exceed the allowance in Table 6.2 of the AARST MAMF-
2017 guidance, below.

Table 6.2

Ground-contact Test Locations: 4-7 8-11 12-15 16-19 20 or more

Allowance:

1 2 3 4 5

If the PACT Partner is not able to access a limited number of units and that number of
units is within the allowance threshold identified by (i)(2) and Table 6.2 above, this testing
will be determined to be complete and access attempts should be documented in the
Radon Report in order to support the allowance to HUD.

4. REPORTING

a.

The Radon Report shall include the results of any testing performed, the sampling strategy
as applicable, the details of any mitigation deemed necessary, and the timing of any such
mitigation. The radon report must be signed and certified as to its compliance with the
requirements of this section by a Radon Professional and include copies of appropriate
certifications and/or licenses.

Additional NYCHA Requirement: PACT Partners will be required to submit tracking and
reporting to NYCHA that documents all the requirements for testing, radon professional
certification, and occupant notification were met for the identified units and non-
residential ground-contact locations.

5. RADON PROFESSIONALS

a.

All testing of existing properties, post-construction testing, and any mitigation required
as a result of this testing must be performed by, or under the direct supervision of a Radon
Professional.

Radon Certification/License of the Radon Professional is required and must be
Certification from either the American Association of Radon Scientists and Technologists
(AARST), National Radon Proficiency Program (NRPP) or the National Radon Safety Board
(NRSB).

New York State currently does not license radon professionals, so a state license is not
required.

6. LABORATORY

a.

The laboratory used to analyze and provide the results of the radon testing must hold
New York State Department of Health Environmental Laboratory Approval Program
(ELAP) certification.
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7. OCCUPANT NOTIFICATION

a.

The PACT Partner must inform the occupants of forthcoming testing in the manner
described in AARST MAMF-2017.

b. Occupants shall be informed both prior to and after mitigation activities. In the case of

new construction, incoming occupants shall be informed of radon mitigation activities.

8. THRESHOLDS FOR MITIGATION

a.

The threshold for unacceptability is 4.0 picocuries per liter (4.0 pCi/L) based on initial and
any confirmatory testing, if performed.

Additional NYCHA Requirement: Because there is no known safe level of exposure to
radon and based on the EPA recommendation, NYCHA also recommends that PACT
Partners consider mitigation for radon levels between 2.0 pCi/L and 4.0 pCi/L.

Follow-up test procedures: PACT Partners may choose to conduct confirmation testing to
verify initial test results above 2.0 pCi/L.

9. MITIGATION STANDARDS

a.

Radon resistant construction is required for all new construction, and radon mitigation is
required for existing construction where testing has revealed that radon levels exceed the
threshold for unacceptability. The radon resistant construction or radon mitigation, when
required, must conform to the following standards, which include post-mitigation testing
requirements. All standards listed below are available at www.standards.aarst.org.

For existing buildings

i. Multifamily structures reference ANSI-AARST RMS-MF 2018, Radon Mitigation
Standards for Multifamily Buildings.

ii. Single Family structures reference ANSI/AARST Standard SGM-SF-2017, Soil Gas
Mitigation Standards for Existing Homes.

For new construction:

i. Multifamily structures reference ANSI-AARST CC-1000-2018, Soil Gas Control
Systems in New Construction of Buildings or ANSI-ASHRAE 189.1-2017, Standard
for the Design of High-Performance Green Buildings except Low Rise Residential
Buildings, Sections 801.3.4, 1001.3.1.9, and 1001.3.2.1.4.5.d.

ii. Single Family structures reference ANSI-AARST CCAH-2020, Reducing Radon in
New Construction of 1 & 2 Family Dwellings and Townhouses.

10. CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION

a.

A certificate of completion from the Radon Professional must be submitted and appended
to the radon report once radon testing and/or mitigation is completed.

11. OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLANS

a.

An O&M (called an operation, maintenance and monitoring (OM+M) plan under the ANSI-
AARST standards) must be administered in accordance with the applicable mitigation
standard for any mitigation project. The PACT Partner must submit to NYCHA the final
OM+M plan after the radon mitigation system is installed and this will be submitted to
HUD.

Additional NYCHA Requirement: If the testing for any unit or non-residential ground-
contact location is at a radon level between 2.0 pCi/L and 4.0 pCi/L and the PACT Partner
opts to not perform mitigation, the PACT Partner must submit to NYCHA an O&M plan
that includes a plan to test each of the units that tested within that range as well as any
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http://www.standards.aarst.org/

non-residential ground-contact locations that tested within that range and 10% of the
other units every five years or whenever significant changes occur to the building’s
structure or mechanical systems. If during that testing the radon level for any unit or non-
residential ground-contact location exceeds the threshold for unacceptability, the PACT
Partner must mitigate.

LINKS TO REFERENCED MATERIALS:

e RADSupplementalNotice4B FINAL.pdf (hud.gov)

e RAD Notice Rev4 as amended by Supplemental 4B.pdf (hud.gov)

e  Multifamily Accelerated Processing (MAP) Guide (4430.G) | HUD.gov / U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

e  AARST Radon Standards
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https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/Housing/documents/RADSupplementalNotice4B%20_FINAL.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/Housing/documents/RAD_Notice_Rev4_as_amended_by_Supplemental_4B.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/administration/hudclips/guidebooks/hsg-GB4430
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/administration/hudclips/guidebooks/hsg-GB4430
https://standards.aarst.org/

