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Executive Summary 
 
The New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) submits this Designated Housing Plan 
(“Plan”) in support of its application to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (“HUD”) to designate certain public housing developments and buildings for 
elderly-only families (“elderly only” or “elderly-only properties”) for a period of five years in 
accordance with the requirements of 42 U.S.C. § 1437e, 24 FR Part 5, and HUD guidance. 
 
With HUD’s approval, NYCHA has operated elderly-only properties since 1999. HUD 
informed NYCHA by letter dated April 30, 2024, that it would be required to submit a new 
Designated Plan because the number of units designated in the Plan has decreased by 
more than 10 percent from the original 1999 approval of 9,849 units. 
 
In accordance with HUD’s directive, NYCHA prepared and released for public review and 
comment a draft Designated Plan as part of the Annual Plan process in June 2025, 
followed by a public hearing in July 2025. NYCHA reviewed the public feedback received 
and responded to comments in the draft Designated Plan on pages 13 to 18.  
 
As of April 2, 2026, the proposed designation under this Plan encompasses 5,770 public 
housing units in 22 elderly-only developments and 10 elderly-only buildings in 8 general 
population developments throughout the five boroughs of New York City. These units 
comprise 4% of NYCHA’s total public housing inventory. The list of developments to be 
designated, including location, apartment size, and Asset Management Project (AMP) 
number and other information, is on page 6 of this Plan. 
 
NYCHA’s elderly-only properties include features focused on the needs of this population, 
including two elevators, senior centers on the first floor with direct access from within the 
building, and entrances that are accessible for ambulances and other emergency services. 
The elderly-only buildings in general population developments have separate access to 
entrances, seating areas, and parking. Many apartments are fitted with grab bars, 
emergency response systems, and wider doors.  The elderly-only properties also include 
on-site services, further described on pages 7 and 8 of the Plan.  
 
NYCHA is revising its eligibility criteria for these elderly-only properties in accordance with 
the definition of “elderly family” in 24 CFR 5.403. Specifically, a household consisting of an 
elderly (62 and over) head of household or spouse/co-head and other non-elderly 
household members will be eligible to reside in these properties. The revision of eligibility 
criteria reflects the regulations as well as the needs of NYCHA’s aging population and will 
better enable residents to age in place with facilities and services meeting their unique 
needs. 
 
As stated in New York City’s Department for the Aging (NYC Aging) Annual Plan Summary 
published in September 2024, the population age 60 or more comprises 1.77 million 
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adults, or 20.8% of the City’s total population. The City’s total older population 
significantly changed in age composition between 2010 and 2021.  During that time, the 
number of residents between the ages of 65-74 increased significantly by 38.4%.  The 
number of people ages 60-64 and ages 75-84 also grew quickly, by 19.6% and 16.1% 
respectively.  The eldest group (85 and older) increased by 11.2%. An analysis of the elderly 
population in NYCHA’s public housing developments parallels these trends. Between 2010 
and 2026, the percentage of NYCHA’s population age 62 and older increased by 44%. In 
2010, the elderly population comprised 18% of the total public housing population versus 
26% in 2026. As of April 2026, there are over 73,000 public housing residents 62 years and 
older. Approximately 8% (5,994) of NYCHA’s elderly residents live in elderly only 
properties.  
 
An analysis of NYCHA’s waiting list data reveals that the demand per vacancy for elderly-
only properties is nearly three times that of general population developments. Under the 
expanded eligibility criteria, NYCHA currently has a waiting list of over 41,000 elderly 
applicants versus 33,863 under the former criteria.  
 
NYCHA also experiences low vacancy rates; as of April 2, 2026, there are approximately 
124 elderly applicants for every anticipated vacancy in the elderly-only properties. Thus, 
demand for elderly-only housing far exceeds availability of this scarce resource.   

 
Given the anticipated growth in the elderly population in New York City and at NYCHA, and 
the tremendous demand for apartments in NYCHA’s elderly-only properties, NYCHA asks 
for approval of this Plan to enable it to meet the needs of this population. 

 


