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JUST THE FACTS FOR CORSUMERS

What is arsenic?

Arsenic is a toxic chemical element
that is unevenly distributed n the
Earth's crusd in =oil, moks, and
minerals.

How doos
water?

s e cus natusally in Be evennmsenl and ai
a Iry-pethuir of some agrculnoal sed industiral
RN o ontioe drisking waler Seigh th

arsonio got into my drinking Why should | be concemed about
arsenic in my drinking water?

How is arsenic in drinking water
reguiated?

Wl

What is EPA's standard for arsenic in drinking water?
To protect consumers serv wd by public watsr sysiems from the health risks of long-term (chronic)
arsenic expasure, EPA recently lowered the arsenic MCL from 50 ppb to 10 ppb.

The following parameters were monitored for,
but not detected in any sample in 2021

CONVENTIONAL PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL PARAMETERS:

Antimony, Arsenic, Asbeslos, Beryllium, Cadmium, Cyanide, Gross alpha, Lead, Mercury, Nitrite, Selenium, Silver, Thalium, Uranium

TR (F5/5 (NYCDEP) A\ fil] 20214 8R A K AL ERIE B 3 .



Environmental
Er Monitoring and
Technologies, Inc.

50O N, 37 Avenue  Des Plaines, IL B0016-1162 P 847 067 8666 4002460663 F 847 067 6735  www.emt.com

September 9. 2022 B:30am CT

On Seplember 7, 2022, the lab became aware of the critical sllual.lon regardlng the arsenic resulls

s bR Thalabl diatabib, gatienatethe-asgiaat
m-sulls. Simullaneously the lab retesled the original sample, which was still within huld lime, using a
direct injection without digestion. Fallowing a thorough internal audit on the reparted data, tha lab found
that the results for arsanic reported on August 28, 2022 and Seplember 1, 2022 were incorrect. The

retestad analysis confirmed this conclusion and revised reports were crealed and issued on September 8
2022,

Faor the avoidance of doubt, the two different testing procedures applied are provided below. The first
procedure (Original Testing Method) summarizes the method applied on August 26, 2022 and Seplember
1, 2022 reports. The second procedure (Seplember 8, 2022 Testing Method) summarizes what was
applied on Seplamber 8, 2022 once the lab became aware of the critical situation regarding the arsenic
results produced for the Jacob Riis Houses.
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Original Testing Mathod
1. The samples were prepped by adding 4ml of nitric acid and 1ml of HCL to 40ml of sample.

p— P
' \ r = g l
/\ J |
| _‘
. 2. The samples were then placed in the microwave for the digestion process. Following digestion,
the samples were cooled.
y 4 3. Samples ware diluted to a final volume of 50 ml at a 1.25x prep facior.
4. Samples delivered to technician for analysis. Prior o analysis, the samples were run with no
\ banch dilution, but the digastion blank was analyzed at a 5« dilution.
5. After analysis, samples were loaded inlo the laboralory information management system (LIMS).
Due to the dilution of the blank, LIMS raised the MDL and reporting limit 1o correct for the dilution.
éb Conclusion: Trace levels of arsenic were intraduced to the samples during the digestion process. The
dilution of the blank hid the true arsenic level within the blank, which artificially inflaled the relalive arsenic
‘\\D m lavels within the samplas.

September 8, 2022 Testing Method

No addition of acids.

Mo digestion prep.

No dilutions.

Sample delivered to technician for analysis. Mo bench dilutions.

Alter analysis, sample was loaded into LIMS. Since there was no dilution, LIMS did not raise the
MDL and reporting limit to correct for dilution.
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Conclusion: The original testing method for the samples reporied on August 28, 2022 included a test for
silver, which required digestion and dilutions. As indicated in the Original Testing Method concdlusion,

“" ~ Ihese complexilies introduced trace levels of arsenic and a dilution factor correction. Without the need for
O\ 2 0 2 2 8 silver testing, the September 8, 2022 testing method was simplified specifically for arsenic, avoiding all
N polential contaminalion or facloring issues. The simplified arsenic analysis resulled in detection well

below the MCL and supersedes all prior analyses on this sample

H 2 6 E *D 2022 ‘ I : 9 H Based on our investigation, we balieve any contamination for arsenic found in these specific samples to

be al race levels, well below the Fedaral MCL of 10PPB.

We retract all arsenic results produced on August 26, 2022 and Seplember 1, 2022. We issued revised
reports on Seplember 8, 2022 reflecting these ravised results.
o
%& E m*ﬁ/ﬂj wa

Experts al providing environmental testing solutions
water - 50il - wasie - product - sampling
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Environmental Protection

Why does my drinking water look cloudy?

Air becomes trapped in the water as it makes its long trip from the upstate reservoirs to the city.
As a result, bubbles of air can sometimes cause water to appear cloudy or milky. This condition
is not a public health concern. The cloudiness is temporary and clears quickly after water flows
out of the tap and the extra air is released.

If you notice that your tap water has an unusual cloudy or milky appearance, call 311 or file a

report online, so we can follow up.

a USGS
SCIENCE PRODUCTS NEWS CONNECT ABOUT

science for a changing world

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS = WATER

Why does my drinking water look cloudy sometimes?

Once in a while you get a glass of water that looks cloudy; maybe milky is a better term. After a few seconds it miraculously E
clears up! The cloudiness is due to tiny air bubbles in the water. Like any bubbles, the air rises to the top of the water and

goes into the air, clearing up the water. The water in the pipes coming into your house might be under a bit of pressure. This W
causes gases (air) that are dissolved in the pressurized water to come out as the water flows into your glass, which is under
normal atmospheric pressure.

13


https://www.usgs.gov/faqs/why-does-my-drinking-water-look-cloudy-sometimes#:%7E:text=The%20cloudiness%20is%20due%20to,under%20a%20bit%20of%20pressure.
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