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Mayor’s Office of 
Nonprofit 
Services History

MONS Mission

The Mayor’s Office of Nonprofit Services 
(MONS) is dedicated to strengthening 
New York City’s nonprofit sector. 
As the first office of its kind, we serve as 
a bridge between city agencies and 
nonprofits to support the delivery of 
essential services across the city. 
We achieve this through performance 
management, partnerships, reform, 
capacity building, and culture change.
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In 2021, City Council 
passed LL164, introduced 
by Council Member Farrah 
Louis, amending the City 
Charter to create the 
Mayor’s Office of 
Nonprofit Services.
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1. Welcome

2. What is Discretionary Funding

3. How Awards are Made

4. Tips for Applying

5. What Happens After You Receive Funding

6. Resources

7. Next Steps

Agenda
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Goals for today:

• Understand the City 
Council discretionary 
funding process

• Prepare to apply

• Learn about resources 
available to you during the 
process
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What is City Council Discretionary 

Funding?

Money awarded by the NYC 
City Council to nonprofits to 
meet local needs and fill gaps 
in services.

Not competitive like typical city 
government funded contracts. 
It’s awarded directly through 
Council Members or citywide 
initiatives.

Can support operating, 
program, or local initiatives 
based on community needs.

What is Discretionary Funding?

1 2 3
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How will MONS support CNOs?

Who can apply Must have a valid EIN and provide services in 
NYC that are open to the public

Must be incorporated and in good standing 
with NYS Charities Bureau

Only nonprofits can apply
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How will MONS support CNOs?

When and How 
to Apply

The deadline to apply is February 18th!

https://council.nyc.gov/budget/fy2027-discretionary-funding-expense-

application-filing-period/
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Not-for-Profit cultural organizations seeking grant funding through DCLA must also submit an application to 
DCLA’s Cultural Development Fund (CDF).

Organizations that DCLA finds eligible for a CDF award may receive discretionary funding and contract 
through DCLA. (Note that the organization does not actually receive an award from CDF; only that the entity 
meets eligibility requirements.) 

mailto:https://www.nyc.gov/site/dcla/cultural-funding/cultural-development-fund-application.page
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T Y P E S  O F  D I S C R E T I O N A R Y F U N D I N G

S p e ake r  I n i t iat i v e s :

Larger initiatives or those serving 
broader areas, requested by members 
or the Speaker.

Yo ut h D i s cr e t i on ar y

Funds for youth services and 
community development.

C ap i ta l  Fun di ng

Supports one-time, long-term 
physical investments.
Application: Non-profits apply 
through NYC CapGrants Portal and 
other relevant portals.

A nt i - Pov e r ty  In i t iat i v e :

Additional funds based on district 
poverty levels.

Me m be r  L oc al  I n i t ia t i v e s :

Funds for district-specific needs, 
determined by each Council 
Member.

A gin g D i s c re t io na r y:

Funds for senior services via the 
Department for the Aging.

https://council.nyc.gov/shaun-abreu/fy27/
https://council.nyc.gov/shaun-abreu/fy27/
https://council.nyc.gov/shaun-abreu/fy27/
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discretionary@council.nyc.gov

Start early. Applications are only open for a short window. Don't wait until the 
deadline to apply!

Clearly describe who you serve and how the funding meets a local need.

Watch council deadlines and reach out to discretionary@council.nyc.gov for 
help.

Engage with your local Council Members year-round and maintain active communication 
channels. Research what your council member funded in the past.

Ensure all legal documentation is current, including incorporation in NYS, Charities Bureau 
registration and annual filings, and IRS tax exemption if applicable.

Consider organizational capacity; use of City funds must be documented for a 
public purpose, funds must substantially support the organization.

mailto:discretionary@council.nyc.gov
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Council reviews all applications. Awardees are published in the city’s 
adopted budget each year.

Discretionary awards must meet 
procedural requirements to be cleared 

for payment by agencies through a 
contract or grant.
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City Council maintains a list of 

discretionary awards by fiscal 

year.

https://council.nyc.gov/budget/
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Create PASSPort AccountPQL ApplicationComplete Capacity Building

Training

DCLA GrantMulti-year contract Confirm PIP account for pay

ment transferents

Maintain award clearance

• Complete procedural requirements 
(by June)

• Create PASSPort Account

• PQL Application

• Complete Capacity Building 
Training

• City Council Legal approval

Understand type of award

• DCLA Grant

• Multi-year contract
• Discretionary Grant Pilot

Get ready to work with NYC

• Confirm PIP account for payment 
transfer

• Meet NYC insurance 
requirements

P O S T- A P P L IC AT I ON  A C T I ON S

https://www.nyc.gov/site/mocs/passport/getting-started-with-passport.page#get-ready
https://www.nyc.gov/site/mocs/opportunities/prequalification-for-discretionary.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/mocs/opportunities/capacity-building-training.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/mocs/opportunities/capacity-building-training.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/dcla/cultural-funding/applying.page
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/mocs/downloads/Opportunities/nonprofit-initiatives/MultiyearDiscretionaryProviderFAQ.pdf
https://a127-pip.nyc.gov/webapp/PRDPCW/SelfService
https://a127-pip.nyc.gov/webapp/PRDPCW/SelfService
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/mocs/downloads/pdf/UnderstandInsuranceRequirements_20250826.pdf
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The Mayor’s Office of Contract Services 

maintains the Discretionary Award Tracker 

which allows you to see the status of your 

Awards.

The status will indicate if your organization 

is able to begin the contracting or grant 

process with the assigned agency or what 

outstanding requirements you must 

complete to begin the process to get paid.
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DCLA 
Grant

80% upon grant 
signature (~ January, 

2027)

20% upon final report
(~ August 2027)

Discretionary 
Grant Pilot

100% upon grant 
signature and approval

(~ January 2027)

Final report required to 
be eligible for future 

year funding eligibility
(no later than July 15, 

2027)

Multi-year 
Contract

Year 1 requires contract 
registration, budget 

approval and invoice 
approval

Year 2 and 3  require 
new budgets and 

invoices
Invoices are reimbursed

Capital 
Funding

Agency and OMB 
determines capital 

eligibility
Contract registration Invoices are reimbursed

P R OC E S S  A F T E R  AWA R D  C L E A R S
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NYC Council Discretionary Funding: What Is It & How to Apply
Learn about the application process, funding timelines, organizational requirements, and how to manage a reimbursement grant. The 
workshop also walks through the portal step-by-step and helps identify which initiatives may be the best fit for your organization.

Click here to register for any of the free sessions listed below:

• Wednesday, January 21, 2026, 10:00-11:00 AM
• Wednesday, January 28, 2026, 6:30-7:30 PM (Only for Art Organizations)

NYC Council Discretionary Capital Funding
In this workshop, learn about NYC Capital Discretionary Funding: organization and project eligibility, the application process, CapGrants
portal, and required application documents.

Click here to register.

• Wednesday, January 23, 2026, 12:00-1:00 PM

Council Member Nantasha Williams is inviting Community Based Organizations to participate in a Discretionary Funding Virtual Training.
Click here to register.

• Wednesday, January 21, 2026, 7:00 PM

ADDITIONAL TRAININGS

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.sbstck.com%2Fredirect%2F64731f43-121a-46dd-a841-ed75e985f373%3Fj%3DeyJ1IjoiNmh5dGg3In0.EPHlEr4ZF-Ds8mlypiMrzE8-yV7T64h219uq-jy6xDw&data=05%7C02%7CJeWay%40mons.nyc.gov%7C9fd3be069aec4c29ae0608de546ced03%7C35c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C639041024072239337%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rzepOsiAvHviTidihpODVwIDXJgCKO9BUNDw7WagOXU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.sbstck.com%2Fredirect%2F0ecb58f3-b632-4cd0-88bd-d93105e4ce48%3Fj%3DeyJ1IjoiNmh5dGg3In0.EPHlEr4ZF-Ds8mlypiMrzE8-yV7T64h219uq-jy6xDw&data=05%7C02%7CJeWay%40mons.nyc.gov%7C9fd3be069aec4c29ae0608de546ced03%7C35c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C639041024072255757%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zk39fLqoE0rZJyUSA24su%2Bi2dZxQgvZkZMqhgUvz4lA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.sbstck.com%2Fredirect%2F1d07388a-4114-4f3a-8dda-e7a04cefd9af%3Fj%3DeyJ1IjoiNmh5dGg3In0.EPHlEr4ZF-Ds8mlypiMrzE8-yV7T64h219uq-jy6xDw&data=05%7C02%7CJeWay%40mons.nyc.gov%7C9fd3be069aec4c29ae0608de546ced03%7C35c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C639041024072271614%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S1fRqInCkWOELW8o18G7Xq7cNX2N22qvZQ3pLqMlJ9Q%3D&reserved=0
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Contact your council 
member or the council 
discretionary team for 

questions about 
the application.

Contact MOCS For 
PASSPort support

Contact vols probono for 
legal services related to 
corporate filings

Contact MONS for 
assistance along the way

http://discretionary@council.nyc.gov/
http://discretionary@council.nyc.gov/
https://www.nyc.gov/site/mocs/about/help.page
https://volsprobono.org/get-help/
https://volsprobono.org/get-help/
http://nyc.gov/nonprofits
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How will MONS support CNOs?

Resources

City Council Discretionary Policies & 
Procedures

Discretionary Procedural Clearance| MOCS 
resources 

City Council Discretionary Page 

Connect with MONS

https://council.nyc.gov/budget/download-the-fy2027-discretionary-funding-policies-and-procedures/
https://council.nyc.gov/budget/download-the-fy2027-discretionary-funding-policies-and-procedures/
https://www.nyc.gov/site/mocs/passport/articles/city-council-discretionary-funding.page#what-requirements
https://www.nyc.gov/site/mocs/passport/articles/city-council-discretionary-funding.page#what-requirements
https://council.nyc.gov/budget/fy2027-discretionary-funding-expense-application-filing-period/
mailto:askmons@mons.nyc.gov
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