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In Re FCRC Renpte Hearing NYC - Mayor s Ofice of Contract

Servi ces ( MOCS)
February 7, 2023

REMOTE PUBLI C HEARI NG
FRANCHI SE AND CONCESSI ON REVI EW COWM TTEE

Hel d Renotely
Via Mcrosoft Teans
Conference Call

February 7, 2023
2:40 p.m

REMOTE PUBLI C HEARI NG i n t he
above-referenced matter, held via videoconference at
t he above tine, before Sabrina Brown Stewart, a

Notary Public of the State of New York.
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3
MS. EGBERT: Hello. This is Kimberly
Egbert, Clerk for the FCRC. Before we get
started with today's proceedings, |I'd like to

confirm that everyone can hear me clearly.
MS. STODDART: Yes.
MS. EGBERT: Thank you.
Today's hearing is being held via
M crosoft Teans conference call, and we ask
that all attendees announce their names for
the record each tinme they speak on the call,
for ease of transcription. |If you are not
speaki ng, we ask that you nmute your
m crophone to avoid background noi ses during
the call. Only one person should be speaking
at any given time. | will direct, should
t here be any conflict.
Chair, we are ready to begin.
MS. STODDART: Good afternoon, and
t hank you all for being here. M nanme is
Al lison Stoddart, Chair of the FCRC. The
Franchi se and Concession Review Comm ttee
Renmot e Public Hearing will now come to order.
WIl the Clerk please call the roll?
MS. EGBERT: Mayor ?

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MS. STODDART: Allison Stoddart,
present.
MS. EGBERT: Office of the Mayor?
MS. LIU.  Ya-Ting Liu, present.
MS. EGBERT: Conptroller?
(No response).
MS. EGBERT: Let the record reflect
Conptroller is not present.
Cor poration Counsel ?
MS. SUTTON: Kenisha Sutton, present.
MS. EGBERT: Office of Managenent and
Budget ?
MS. QUI NTI AN: Yvonne Qui nti an,
present.
MS. EGBERT: Presi dent, Borough of the
Bronx?
MR. LUCANI A: Tom Lucani a, present.
MS. EGBERT: President, Borough of
Br ookl yn?
(No response).
MS. EGBERT: Let the record reflect,
Presi dent, Borough of Brooklyn is not
present .

Presi dent, Borough of Manhattan?

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MS. VEST: Tom Vest, present.

MS. EGBERT: Presi dent, Borough of
Queens?

MR. SW SHER: Allan Swi sher, present.

MS. EGBERT: Presi dent, Borough of
Staten |sland?

MS. LEFKOW TZ: Lauren Lefkow tz,
present.

MS. EGBERT: Representative, Departnment
of Transportation.

MS. FRUM N: (I naudi bl e).

MS. STODDART: Kim did you get the
| ast name?

MS. EGBERT: Yes, it's Rachel Frumn --

MS. FRUM N: (1 naudi bl e) here on ny
end.

MS. STODDART:

Comm ttee.

Wel cone to this

Gr eat .

remot e public hearing

of the Franchi se and Concessi on Revi ew

The hearing being conducted today
has been publicly advertised in accordance

with the New York City Charter and Concession
Rule of the City of New YorKk.

We want to be sure that anyone desiring

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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testify on and whether they are for

STODDART: Yes, pl ease.

» o o

EGBERT: Yes.

and |' m agai nst the concessions for
Triangle to Dumbo BI D and the DOT.
MS. STODDART: Thank you.

know, actually, if |I'm speaking for

t hen have the opportunity to speak.

must now provide their name, affiliation,

LEVY: Do we give our nanme now?

MS. LEVY: Okay. Magdal ena Levy,

Does anyone else wish to testify?

Quinn, with a Q |''ma Dunbo resident.

speaking on that cal endar item | don't

6
to be heard has an opportunity to do so. W
are registering individuals now for
testinony. Those registered will be called
upon to testify after their calendar item has

been called. All persons wi shing to speak,

i ndi cate which cal endar items they wish to

against said item to the Clerk at this tinme.

and

|"m from La Catrina Fl ower Studio in DUMBO,

MS. QUINN: Yes. M nanme is Suzanne

[''m

against, but I'd like to hear the hearing and

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MS. STODDART: Thank you.

MS. EGBERT: Does anyone else wish to
testify?

(No response).

MS. EGBERT: It appears that no one
else fromthe public wishes to testify at
t his hearing.

MS. STODDART: Thank you.

Each speaker will be allotted
approximately three m nutes. \When you
testify, please restate your name and
affiliation, if any. You may also submt
written testinmony to the Clerk, which will be

made part of the record. Any written
subm ssi ons must be given to the Clerk before
the close of the renote public hearing, via
e-mai |, to FCRC@VOCS. NYC. GOV, and will be
provided to the commttee after the hearing.
WIIl the Clerk please call the first
cal endar iten?
MS. EGBERT: New York City Depart ment
of Transportation, Calendar Item Number 1:
In the matter of the intent to seek Franchise

and Concessi on Review Comm ttee approval,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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pursuant to Section 1-16 of the Concession
Rul es of the City of New York, to utilize a
different procedure, to enter into a |license
agreement with Dunmbo District Management
Associ ation Incorporated, to provide for the
operation and managenment of a pedestrian

pl aza, | ocated on Pearl Street, Water Street
and Anchorage Place, including a portion of
t he pedestrian area under the Manhattan
Bridge arch, in the borough of Brooklyn and
mai nt enance and/ or repair of certain
amenities installed within the license plaza.

The license provides for one five-year
term commencing upon written notice to
proceed, which may be renewed for up to two
additional five-year terns, exercisable at
the sole discretion of DOT.

MS. STODDART: We will take testinmony
fromthe public. But first, 1'd like to ask
the members of the commttee if they have any
statements?

(No response).
MS. STODDART: Hearing none, will the

Clerk please call the next person who wi shes

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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9
to testify.

MS. EGBERT: Magdal ena Levy, please
provide your full name and affiliation for
the record.

MS. LEVY: Sur e.

So, basically, I'"m here on behalf of ny

fl ower shop, La Catrina Flower Studio, and
|"m al so here as a resident. So, basically,
| ' m agai nst this concession to the Dunbo BID
in the DOT, because every decision that they
take really affect not only my business, ny
everyday living here in Dunbo.

They already -- it seens that every
time they get nore power, they're getting
more noney, they're getting now this
triangle. | don't know -- | want to see, |
want to hear how it will be used and wil
t hey cause traffic. Because, as we know now,
they're already organi zing open streets here
in Dumbo, which greatly affects traffic. And
that shall not be allowed in a tiny
nei ghbor hood that already has a | ot of influx
with tourismand a |lot of traffic.

|'mreally bracing for the warm weat her

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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when they close the street again, and it wll
just be so chaotic, again, not only for ny
busi ness, but also for just delivering
groceries. M business is really affected
because we get stuck in traffic for little
deliveries, even just to Brooklyn Heights. A
bi g arrangement cannot be wal ked, so we have
to drive.

And we really get stuck in traffic here
in Dumbo for up to half an hour just to go a
few blocks, and | think that's really
arbitrary. | end up paying full -- nore
overtime to my driver, and it's just really
not cost-effective for me. | really, really
need someone to help. Before they give nore
and nore power to the Dumbo BID, why can't we
just organize Dumbo before you give them
anot her triangle?

So, | just basically need hel p making
this happen, so we can all live in peace. Of
course, they can do their own thing, but in a
way that doesn't affect businesses or
resi dents. | do know for a fact that other

busi ness owners do not agree with the closure

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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of Washington Street. And basically, well,
| *'m here speaking just for myself, but | do
not agree.

MS. EGBERT: One m nute remaining.

MS. LEVY: Thank you.

MS. EGBERT: Thank you.

Suzanne Quinn, can you please provide
your full name and affiliation for the
record.

MS. QUINN: Hi. M name is Suzanne
Qui nn. | " ma resident of Dumbo, and |I'm al so
on the steering commttee for Dunmbo Action
Comm ttee, which is our neighborhood
organi zati on, speaking on behalf of myself
t oday.

| wanted to come and |earn nore, as |
understand that the BID has had a |license, in
part at | east, for the space. So, | was
Interested to |learn how this | atest action
m ght be different fromthat. W are in a
very small nei ghborhood geographically,

Dumbo, and | think most people outside of the
i mmedi at e nei ghborhood don't realize that the

nei ghbor hood has changed a | ot.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Specifically, what | mean by that is that
Dunmbo is now, first and forenost, a

resi dential neighborhood. [It's the second

hi ghest residential growth in all of the
City, through the last census. And residents
now out number busi nesses.

Yes, the BID definitely has a very big
footprint in the neighborhood. A block and a
hal f away, we have an open street that is
t aki ng over one of our another street that is
also run by the BID. So, | do have concerns
about actions like this, and it's inmportant
for me to have the voice of the residents on
record. When -- you know, with this in
concert with the open street, having the BID
have so much control over the different
ar eas.

The piece that con -- so, | don't know,
actually, so one of the questions in terms of
how t his application is different than what's
been happening up until now on the triangle
and under the bridge, that was the question,
and the piece that | really object to is the

part at the end of the application or

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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what ever we're calling this, where it says,
"It will provide for one five-year term
whi ch may be renewed up to two additional
five-year terns exercisable at the sole
di scretion of DOT."
| have a huge problemwi th that, that
this can go on forever wi thout having --
MS. EGBERT: One m nute remaining.
MS. QUI NN: Yes.

So, | have a huge problem that this
license, if you will, can go on in perpetuity
wi t hout having comunity input. A | ot

happens in a nei ghborhood, in an area in
five years. So, that is the piece that | am
most -- | feel nmost strongly about, but would
li ke some, you know, clarifications in
gener al .
Thank you.
MS. EGBERT: Thank you.
| s there anyone el se who wi shes to
testify?
(No response).
MS. EGBERT: Okay. We have now heard

all testinmony on this calendar item

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MS. STODDART: Thank you.

Bef ore we conclude, | want to ask if
any of the agencies, DOT, presenting a
cal endar item today, have any statements for
the record, prior to the close of the
heari ng.

MS. FRUM N: Hi, this is Rachel Frum n
from Departnment of Transportation. M role
here is director of concessions and
franchises. | work closely with public space
who provide an (inaudi ble) through the
outreach and partnership to other (inaudible)
prograns.

And | will pass on their concerns about
| ack of community input and the open space --
the open street programfor -- the BID area
covers a |larger area than the concession that
we're tal king about here. So, you're welcome
to reach out to DOT directly for any input.

|'d be happy to receive your input.

Thank you.
THE REPORTER: [I'm sorry. This is the
court reporter speaking. | had a | ot of

difficulties hearing that.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MS. LEVY: Yes.

MS. STODDART: Yes, agreed. l"d | ove
t he contact information for the --

MS. FRUM N: | also have a tough
accent, so | apologize for the I ack of
clarity here. Happy to write nmy statement -

MS. LEVY: No, it's not your accent.
lt's actually the connecti on.

MS. FRUM N: Oh, okay. Good to know.

MS. STODDART: Coul d the DOT
representative, could you share contact
information? | think that was the question.

MS. LEVY: Yes.

MS. FRUM N: Yes, my contact
information i s CONCESSI ONS@OT. NYC. Gov.

MS. LEVY: Okay. And |I'm sorry, your
name agai n?

MS. FRUM N: Rachel Frum n.

MS. LEVY: Thank you.

MS. FRUM N: First name is Rachel
yeah.

MS. STODDART: Thank you.

|f no one el se wishes to speak, that

concl udes today's hearing.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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We ask that the reporter make the
entire public hearing agenda, which was made
publicly avail able and distributed at this
hearing, part of the final record of the
proceedi ng.

The hearing is now closed. Thank you.

MS. EGBERT: Thank you, bye.

MS. STODDART: Thank you.

(TI'VE NOTED: 2:55 p.m)

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK)
. SS
COUNTY OF QUEENS)

|, Sabrina Brown Stewart, a shorthand
reporter within and for the State of New York, do
hereby certify that the within is a true and
accurate transcript of the statement taken on
February 7, 2023.

| further certify that I am not related to
any of the parties to this action by blood or by
marriage, and that | amin no way interested in the
outcome of this matter.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 14th day of February 2023.

OSubrina Brown— Olacwart

Sabrina Brown Stewart

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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