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General Building
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The details provided here are general and do not fully explain the programs. Owners and Agents should consult official program materials.

The apartment must be vacant (e.g. no furniture in the unit).

If there is an elevator:
• At least one elevator must 

work properly.
• The elevator door must be at 

least 36 inches wide.

Building stairs and halls should be free
of hazards, including any garbage that
could cause a health or safety concern.

If the building has 3 or 
more units, the building 
entrance and fire exit 
doors must have 
self-closing mechanisms.

Fire exit must not be blocked.

Halls and stairways should be well-lit.

Halls and stairways 
should have a clear path 
to exit the building.

Each unit needs its own 
working bell or buzzer.

Tenant(s) must have 
a working mailbox 
or mail slot.
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Window Guards in 
Hallway and Unit
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The details provided here are general and do not fully explain the programs. Owners and Agents should consult official program materials.

The apartment must be vacant (e.g. no furniture in the unit).

If there are children 10 years old and under
 in buildings with 3 or more units:

Window guards should be installed 
in all hallway AND unit windows.

Window guards should be installed 
correctly with one way screws and 
L brackets.

  



Overall Unit
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The details provided here are general and do not fully explain the programs. Owners and Agents should consult official program materials.
The apartment must be vacant (e.g. no furniture in the unit).

If the building has 3 or 
more units, the unit’s front 
door should have a 
self-closing mechanism.

Unit must be accessible 
without going through 
another unit.

There should not be locks on any 
interior doors of the unit  that 
have access to a fire escape.

Floors should not 
have hazards.

There should be no 
holes in any walls, 
floors, or ceilings.

Windows should open, close, and 
lock easily.
• Note: there must be a window leading to 

an outside place that can be reached 
from the ground (i.e. basement, first floor, 
fire escape, or porch) that is not lockable.

Radiators must have:
• No steam coming from radiator 

or moisture around the valve.
• No evidence of leaking.
• No missing knobs or valves.

If there’s a window gate in front 
of the fire escape window, the 
gate must be able to be opened 
from the inside.
• This window gate should also be 

stamped with an FDNY approval 
number and openable without a 
key (should not have padlocks).

There should be no cracking, 
peeling, or loose paint on any 
inside surfaces.

If there unit has a balcony or 
porch at least 30 inches off 
the ground, ensure there is a 
secure railing.

If the inspection is between 
10/1 and 5/31, heat must 
follow Heat Season laws.

Unit should not be currently 
under construction.

There should be no 
evidence of leaks 
anywhere in the unit.

There should be no evidence of 
rats, mice, roaches, or other vermin.

There should be no 
hanging or exposed wires
(wires that connect to a 
cable box are fine).

The lock on the unit 
entrance door should not 
require a key to exit
(no double cylinder locks).

Fixtures and electrical 
devices must be secure, 
without exposed wires, 
and have plate covers.

Wires must not be located 
in or near standing water.



Bedroom
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The details provided here are general and do not fully explain the programs. Owners and Agents should consult official program materials.
The apartment must be vacant (e.g. no furniture in the unit).

(Includes any room that will be used for sleeping by a resident, including living room).

There must be at 
least one window.

There must be working 
smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors within 
15 feet of the entrance.

Bedroom should be at least 80 sq. ft.

80 
sq 

ft.

Every bedroom should have 
either: two electrical outlets 
OR one outlet and one 
permanent light fixture.



Bathroom

All outlets in the 
bathroom must 
have a reset button 
(GFCI Outlet).
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The details provided here are general and do not fully explain the programs. Owners and Agents should consult official program materials.
The apartment must be vacant (e.g. no furniture in the unit).

Running bathroom water must 
be clean after flushing pipes for 
at least 60 seconds (i.e. no rust).

There should be no plumbing 
leaks (including steam leaks).

There should be an 
exhaust fan or 
working window.

The toilet must work.
Bathroom sink, tub, 
and shower should 
have hot and cold 
running water that 
flows freely.



Kitchen

All outlets in the 
kitchen must have 
a reset button 
(GFCI Outlet).
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The details provided here are general and do not fully explain the programs. Owners and Agents should consult official program materials.
The apartment must be vacant (e.g. no furniture in the unit).

Running kitchen water must be 
clean after flushing pipes for at 
least 60 seconds (i.e. no rust).

The stove and oven should 
not have grease buildup 
on or around them.

Kitchen sink must 
have hot and cold 
running water.

The refrigerator must be 
working, cold, and have 
rails and shelves.

There should be cabinets, shelves, 
or a space to store food.

There should be a working 
vent over the stove or 
window in the kitchen.

There should be space 
for meal preparation (i.e. 
counter space).

All burners on the 
stove must work.

The oven must work.


