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COVENT GARDEN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

42-44 Earlham Street, Covent Garden, London WC2H 9LA Tel. 020 7836 5555 email: info@CoventGarden.org.uk
website: www.CoventGarden.org.uk Facebook: TheCGCA Twitter: @TheCGCA Registered charity no. 274468

To Whom it May Concern,

Top Secret Comedy Club — London

The Covent Garden Community Association (CGCA) has been representing the interests of the
community in this part of London for more than 50 years. We work with the local Council, landowners,
developers and businesses in order to maintain the balance in a part of London that is in mixed use with
residents, retail, office and entertainment uses in close proximity to each other and often in the same
building.

I Chair the Licensing Sub-Committee for the CGCA. We work with the 300+ licensed venues in our
area, responding to applications and helping to resolve issues that arise from their operations.

We have been contacted by Mark Rothman, who runs the Top Secret Comedy Club in Drury Lane,
because he is hoping to open a similar establishment in New York and has asked us to provide what is,
in effect, a reference.

We have been in contact with Mark for over 20 years as he has been involved in Covent Garden for a
long period, even before he opened TSCC. We have found him understanding of the concerns of
residents and keen to address any issues as they arise. He has been proactive in discussing any changes
he proposes to his operation (such as later hours) and is willing to take steps to mitigate the likely
impact on residents in the area.

There are, from time to time, issues reported to us about the operation, it would be incorrect to say that
there are never any problems. However, when issues do occur Mark is always quick to respond and to
work with his team to address them. This is in marked contrast to some other operators who put more
energy into denying that the issues are theirs than into solving them.

We are not aware of any details of the proposed operation in New York, but we are confident that if
Mark engages with the community there in the same way that he has engaged here in Covent Garden
then concerns that arise can be quickly addressed.

You are welcome to contact me if you would like to discuss this letter.

Yours faithfully,

David Kaner
Chair — Licensing Sub-Committee
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