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PETITIONS & SUPPORT



Jonathan Rosen

65 2nd Avenue
07/03/25

Community Board 3
Manhattan

59 East 4th Street Apt 3E
New York, NY 10003

Dear Members of Community Board 3,

My name is Jonathan Rosen, and | am an artist and a long time resident of 65
2nd Avenue, where | have lived for the past 15 years. | am writing to express my
full support for The Club 82 Theatre project.

As a regular patron of Ella Funt, | deeply appreciate the vibrancy and creativity
that the restaurant has brought into our building and the neighborhood. It has
quickly become a cherished part of my routine and a space where meaningful
conversations and community happen naturally. Over the past months, | have
had the privilege of spending time at Ella Funt in conversation with Reginald and
Lounes, hearing about their journey and their incredible vision for The Club 82
Theatre. These discussions have left me both moved and inspired.

| am incredibly excited to see their vision fully realized. The idea of honoring the
rich and storied history of this space while simultaneously creating something
entirely new and artistically fresh is both bold and deeply respectful. Their
commitment to preserving the spirit of the past while ushering in a new era of
performance is exactly the kind of cultural investment our neighborhood needs.

As both a neighbor and an artist, | feel deeply invested in this project. | believe
The Club 82 Theatre will be a meaningful addition to the East Village. A theatre
space that celebrates diversity, artistry, and community. | truly cannot wait for
opening night.

Thank you for your time and for considering this letter of support in the extension
of their 4am liquor licence for Ella Funt & The Club 82 Theatre.

Warm regards,
Jonathan Rosen
Artist & Resident

65 2nd Avenue Apt 3E
New York, NY 10003



Nathan Stewart-Jarrett
65 2nd Avenue
New York, NY 10003

July 4th 2025

Dear Members of Community Board 3,

| wish | could be there with you this evening to speak in person, but I’'m away through July
with work commitments otherwise | would absolutely be there, face to face, to speak from
the heart in support of the 4am liquor license application for 82 East 4th Street.

I’ve lived in this building, 65 2nd Avenue, Apartment 4F for eight years. | know it well. |
know the neighborhood well. And | know the value of what’s being proposed here. Not
only as a local resident, but as an actor who understands how deeply meaningful a
project like this can be.

The theatre and cabaret space planned for 82 East 4th isn’t just another venue, or just
another theatre even. It’s a thoughtful, ambitious and inclusive space that will offer a
home to a huge variety of artists and hospitality workers and individuals that work in both
areas. The diversity of work that’s being planned from classic cabaret to straight theatre
to full immersive shows means an equally diverse range of talents will find opportunity
here. These are not cookie-cutter productions. These are shows that will spotlight voices,
styles and stories often overlooked. It will bring a new energy, a new flare, to this historic
theatre block.

What makes this even more personal for me is that I’ve been in ongoing conversations
with the team about a piece currently in development which is a fictionalised story set at
the Club 82 in the 1950s. It’s a moving and poignant play and late night Cabaret, taking
you back in time and telling a story that resonates today in a way that is incredibly close
to my heart. | recently played a role in a film that feels, in many ways, like a contemporary
reflection of the same themes—identity, performance, community, artistic expression and
visibility given a platform in nightlife in a way it doesn't so much during the day. The more
I’ve explored the history of this building, the more I’ve come to understand what a cultural
gem it really is. The revival of this space isn’t just exciting, it’s necessary. It’s a
continuation of a bold and beautiful legacy that has touched countless lives and this is an
operation that lends itself to the night, it always has done. And in addition to the spirit and
history of this theatre, is also to understand the economics of ambitious projects and |
know full well that with this 4am License it will give it a fighting chance of survival. 4th
Street and New York City need this project to happen and for it to maintain.

I’ve spent time with the team bringing this project to life. They’re not just passionate,
they’re prepared. They’ve spoken with me in detail about their plans for soundproofing,
managing crowds, using the restaurant space to avoid sidewalk congestion, all of it.
They’ve done their homework, and they care deeply about doing this the right way.



Please consider supporting this license. | truly believe in this venture not just for what it
will offer our building, or even just our neighborhood, but for what it will give to the artistic

heart of New York.

Warmly,
Nathan Stewart-Jarrett
Actor & Resident, 65 2nd Avenue, Apartment 4F



Tom Smith

65 2nd Avenue
New York, NY 10003

07/03/25

Community Board 3
Manhattan

59 East 4th Street, Apt 3E
New York, NY 10003

Dear Members of Community Board 3,

The only reason I am not present at this evening’s meeting in person is because I am
currently in Europe. Otherwise I would absolutely be there to speak directly in support of
the 4am liquor license application for Ella Funt & The Club 82 Theatre, which also happens
to be the building I live in.

I am an artist and have lived in the building for 15 years. Over the past several months, I've
had the pleasure of getting to know the creative and operations team behind the project
intimately and have enjoyed many evenings at Ella Funt with friends. It has great food and a
very pleasant atmosphere. I have become somewhat of a regular. Their vision to expand
with the late-night cabaret and theatre space is not only exciting but deeply rooted in a
thoughtful and respectful approach to both the building and the neighborhood. I've
witnessed firsthand the care they’ve taken, not only creatively but also operationally to
ensure this project succeeds in a way that uplifts the East Village without disrupting it.

I understand the challenges they’ve faced in delays and navigating regulations, logistics, and
community concerns, and I admire the lengths they are going to in order to realize their
dream and solve any concerns that may have arisen last year. This establishment has never
been anything negative to me, only positive. I have had nothing but good experiences with
the establishment, the clientele, staff and everyone involved with this project. They've put
together a sophisticated plan to be able to realise this vision in harmony with the
neighbours and the wider local community.

As someone who has an understanding of production, entertainment and hospitality well I
can tell you this is no ordinary venture. Their dreams are big, their strategy is solid and their
respect for the neighborhood is genuine. Quite frankly, I want a late-night cabaret in my
building. This kind of creative energy is exactly why I moved to New York in the first place,
and especially to the East Village. It’s these spaces; artistic, irreverent, and culturally
significant that make this part of the city so vibrant and special.

On a personal note, and I hope the Board appreciates the coincidence. I once gave a lecture
on drag history. Through that research, I came across the legendary Club 82, only to later



discover, to my absolute delight, that it had once existed right underneath my own home! It
wasn’t until meeting the incredible team behind the Ella Funt and Club 82 Theatre revival
that I realized I was literally living on top of queer history.

This isn’t just a fun and fascinating new project (though it is very much that and I’d love to
bring friends and simply walk upstairs to bed afterward). It’s also a continuation of a legacy,
one that honors the creative spirit and nightlife history that helped shape the East Village
and society today. I urge you to support this application and help bring this story full circle.

Warm regards,
Tom Smith
Resident, 65 2nd Avenue Apt 3E



Tommy Dorfman

To: Community Board 3
Re: Support for 4AM Liquor License - Club 82 Theatre
Date: June 22nd 2025

Dear Members of Community Board 3,

My name is Tommy Dorfman, I am an actor, writer and director and have a deep
connection with the 4th street Theatre Community. Having just been the lead in a
NYTW production of Becoming Eve. I am a huge advocate for keeping the East Village
experimental theatre scene alive and for it to continue to evolve further. I'm writing to
offer my full support for the proposed 4am liquor license for the revival and
reimagining of the historic Club 82, located at 82 E 4th Street.

Club 82 has long held a legendary place in the history of queer nightlife and
performance in New York City. The team leading this revival honors that legacy, not by
preserving it in amber, but by breathing new life into it, reimagining the space as a
dynamic late night venue for theater and community. I know this team personally, and
I can say without hesitation that the project is in incredibly dedicated, capable and
respectful hands. Their commitment to artistic integrity, community engagement, and
cultural /historical preservation is clear in their plans and every conversation I've had
with them.

I'm excited not only as a supporter, but as a future collaborator. I look forward to
creating new work in this space. Work that speaks to our current moment while
drawing power from the history embedded in those walls. The vision for The Club 82
Theatre is one that embraces experimentation, inclusion, and nightlife as a vital arena
for expression and resistance. It’s the kind of project New York needs right now.

I understand the concerns that come with any late liquor license, but I genuinely
believe that granting this 4am license gives the venue the best chance to thrive in an
increasingly difficult economic climate. Late night performance spaces are essential
for artists, particularly queer and emerging artists whose work often lives outside the
bounds of conventional hours and structures.

I trust this team to steward the legacy of Club 82 with care and creativity. Please
consider supporting this license and helping bring this historic venue back to life in a
way that celebrates its past and serves the needs of our community today.

Warmly,
Tommy Dorfman



June 3, 2025

To the attention of the State Liquor Authority and the CB3 Community Board:

As an actor who has just spent the past six months on the Broadway production of Hangmen I am
deeply and intimately involved with, and attached to, the NYC theater community. [ am delighted to
see it back on its feet post covid and extremely grateful to be a part of it.

During my time in New York I went to see many Off Broadway shows, such as Sleep No More,
which I was taken to by Reginald Robson. Reginald’s vision for the Club 82 Theater was extremely
exciting to me. Something that particularly stood out to me was the concept of keeping alive the
legacy of Broadway actors being able to come and have a post show drink, to be able to socialize
and be entertained in the ‘backstage’ environment. With fellow actors, creatives and patrons. This
concept is truly magical to me. I wish there was a place like this for my fellow cast members and I
while I was working on Hangmen. I would absolutely love to see Club 82 Theater on its feet and to
support it anyway I can. Regionald’s vision for this theater space is something that I intend to be a
part of, we have already discussed some ideas for potential productions to develop, this project will
be such a benefit to the downtown New York theater scene .

I am writing to express my support for the 82 E 4th Street Project and their request for a liquor
license. Their mission of creating an innovative theater space of this type can be of great benefit to
the neighborhood financially and, more importantly, creatively and culturally. The individuals
involved in this project are serious professional members of the city’s artistic community with
integrity in their vision. I truly believe the 82 E 4th St project will help the long term cultural
landscape of New York.

I sincerely encourage you to allow 82 E 4th Street to open and I support their request for a liquor
license.

Sincerely

Alfie Allen



Arthur Karpati

May 20th , 2025
To the members of the CB3 Community board.
I am writing in support of the Club 82 Theater project located at 82 E 4th Street.

As a theater creator, patron of the arts, producer of Sleep No More & Speakeasy Magic. As an
owner in the community, and liquor license holder AKCB on chrystie St as well as owner of the
Mckittrick Hotel I have first hand experience and understanding of the need for providing talented
individuals with a space to outlet their creativity, to come together for the exchange of ideas and to
share their experiences. I am confident that the Club 82 Theater will become a unique cultural
center that raises the artistic and cultural awareness produced in the neighborhood. From first hand
experience and with decades in the industry I truly understand the value and necessity for late liquor
licenses to be granted to institutions such as these in order to subsidize production overheads in
order to make interesting work of meaning and depth while compensating crew and talent
adequately.

The proposed project is also a novelty for the public in the sense that it will expose a demographic
that does not usually attend the theater and are not usually exposed and passionate about the
performing arts.

Myself and the wider New York City performing Arts community, as well as the public, all stand to

gain from this original idea.

Sincerely,

Arthur Karpati
Producer



Buck Angel

May 23rd, 2025
To whom it may concern.

My name is Buck Angel. I am a performer, actor and activist. I have
served on the Board of Directors of the Woodhull Freedom Foundation
from 2010 to 2016. Working to affirm sexual freedom as a
fundimental human right through advocacy and education.

I am writing in support of the Club 82 Theater project. This
establishment has had such an integral part of the liberation of trans
people. It has supported the identity and creativity of trans people
and was a pioneering venue for Female Impersonating, what we now
call Drag, a multi million dollar industry. Places like this are crucial for
the continued evolution, education and inclusion of diverse people.

I have already begun conversations with Max Reginald Robson

regarding a trans and gender diversity awareness project that we will
be embarking on and hopefully staging it at Club 82 Theater.

Buck Angel



May 3rd, 2025

Dear members of CB 3,

I am City Council Member Chi Ossé, representing Brooklyn’s 36th District. I am an activist and
community organizer in Black and Queer spaces. Additionally, as Chair of New York City’s Committee
on Cultural Affairs, Libraries, and International Intergroup Relations, it is my enthusiasm and passion to

find projects that actively encourage creativity and artistry within the LGBTQ+ community.

Club 82 is a historic site in the narrative of drag performance and empowered a generation of queer artists
who paved the way for others. I am delighted to hear that the doors plan to reopen with the same values of
inclusivity. Many great talents have been present in that space— It is important to remember those icons,
and just as important to create new space for those to come. I think the Club 82 Theater will offer a social
space that is diverse and new to the area while paying homage to the neighborhood's rich culture and

history in the performing arts.

I am very excited to see what the future holds for the theater at 82 E 4th St. I have met with the

individuals involved in its reopening and I support their request for a 4am liquor license.

Chi Ossé
Chair of Cultural Affairs + Libraries
New York City Council Member for the 36th District



March 19th, 2025

I am writing to lend my enthusiastic support to 82 E 4th Street Theater Club. As
managing artistic director of FRIGID NEW YORK, a patron of the arts, theater
enthusiast and member of the lower east side theater community for decades, I
am intimately aware of the great benefits, pleasure and need; economically,
artistically and culturally this city derives from having a strong and vibrant
creative community.

Theater is part of the fabric of this neighborhood, and quite specifically, this
block. reinvigorating this legacy and building upon it makes me feel overjoyed
with happiness.

Getting to know Max Reginald Robson and understanding the vision for the 82
Theater Club I have confidence and faith they will not only honor the legacy of
Lower East side culture and heritage, but will also bring a newness and a creative
flair to their endeavor, that will indeed be extremely refreshing and
reinvigorating to the address, the block and the neighborhood. I have worked for
many years running the Kraine theater directly opposite the 82 E 4th Street site,
and look forward to having a new active neighbor on the block.

Yours truly,

Erez Ziv
Managing Creative Director



June 12, 2025

Re: Letter of support for Club 82 Theater

To whom it may concern,

The Lower East Side of Manhattan is an area renowned for its cultural importance and
contribution to the arts. Club 82 Theater will not only continue to serve the area, keeping
the pulsating performance and music reputation alive, it will also be reviving a venue that
played a key part of that reputation. The original Club 82 ignited a mystique and
sophistication to cabaret dinner shows. It was home for many influential patrons both on
the stage and being served.

The current organization at Club 82 is dedicated to furthering the Lower East Side as a

destination attraction as well as a place to celebrate and pay homage to its roots.

Kind Regards,
Gaby Delal



James C. Nicola

April 23rd, 2025

To whom it may concern

I am writing to express my support for the 82 E 4th Street theater project. I know
some of the parties involved both personally and professionally and can attest to their
integrity.

I have been the Artistic Director of New York Theater Workshop (NYTW) since
1988. NYTW has remained steadfast to its founding commitment of nurturing both
established and emerging theater artists, promoting collaboration and bold
experimentation with theatrical forms. I am delighted to hear of Max’s and the teams’
plans to revive and reimagine the iconic venue with such rich, colorful, cultural and
socially important history. Club 82 Theater will continue the legacy. I know all about the
history of 4th Street as it was and is such a big part of my life. This magical venue was
responsible for housing some of the most avant garde and cutting edge theater of the time.
Facilitating cabaret and drag performance before drag was the multi million dollar
industry it is today. I am absolutely in love with the idea of old New York creative juice
being brought back. Speaking with Max about his plans for the space fills me with
excitement and joy for the romance and beauty to exist once more.

My heart is in the theater, it is a place to escape to and leave your troubles at the
door, particularly with this immersive, off Broadway, behind the scenes angle Max and his
team are going to create. I will be attending regularly. The idea of being able to watch a late
show and then remain in the space to socialize and discuss it does not exist any more. To
give audiences an insight and experience of what the beginnings of cabaret and drag
performance was like is such an exciting concept and will be a huge draw to the block. In
addition to that, this burring of a fourth wall is being explored further still by allowing
audiences a ‘backstage’ and ‘behind the scenes’ immersive experience, backstage is where
the real theater exists and something that the audience always misses out on. This is truly a
unique and very exciting concept, something that will bring an immense amount of value
and artistic relevance to the street.

I strongly urge the community board to approve the application of 82 e 4th Street.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Kind Regards,

James C. Nicola



April 24, 2025

Dear the members of the CB3 Community board.

My name is Jonathan Hochwald I have worked in and been part of the off Broadway theater
community for nearly twenty years, I have been operating in midtown on 27th St for over a decade.
I am owner and Producer at McKittrick Hotel of Sleep No More, Gallow Green, Club Car,
Emursive Productions, Madstone Productions, Real Live Entertainment. I am writing in support of
the Club 82 Theater performing arts and music venue located at 82 E 4th Street.

I am in awe of the downtown theater scene. I more than most, understand the gravitas of this
network and community of artists and audience. Particularly E 4th Street - not only does it develop
and showcase truly cutting edge theater but also gives a platform to new ideas and upcoming tallent.
Many plays have premiered on this street before going to Broadway, without theaters like this there
would be a huge dent in the quality of theater on offer in the city. I believe that the 82 Theater
Project will be another establishment responsible for such important work.

Knowing the team personally and really understanding what their vision and intentions are for the
space I stand behind the project and support their need to be a fully licensed venue. Speaking with
them at length, understanding their mission and listening to the history of this venue which they
understand intimately what is also extremely exciting and unique is the desire to make it not only a
theater but a late night social club for artists and patrons of the arts to congregate, socialize and
network. A nostalgia of decades past, a galvanized creative freedom that once existed in this city,
particularly the lower east side of Manhattan which has been lost in recent decades. This is what
they want to bring back. Evening and late night experiences of substance. Where ideas can form and
connections can be made in an unpretentious and natural way. A place where like minded
individuals can come after working hours, express themselves and unwind.

I hear of a lot of projects and see lots of pitches for creative businesses and productions. A concept
such as this, with such passion, integrity and attention to detail, presented by a team with the
experience and energy to make it happen - I have not seen in a long time and it does not come
around very often.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Hochwald
Producer



Josh Luxenburg

HOWLROUND Theatre Commons
New York Theatre Workshop

June 21, 2025
Dear Esteemed Members of the Community Board,

I am writing to lend my enthusiastic support to the application for a 4am liquor
license for the revival of the historic Club 82 Cabaret on East 4th Street. As
someone deeply embedded in the New York City arts community — through my
work with HOWLROUND Theatre Commons and now New York Theatre
Workshop — I’ve witnessed firsthand how crucial it is to have vibrant spaces
that can support the creative and economic forces shaping our city’s cultural
landscape.

The opportunity to revive Club 82 is not just about resurrecting a venue; it’s
about revitalizing a piece of New York’s artistic legacy. This space was once a
beacon for performance, inclusivity, and innovation, and the team is committed
to bringing it back in a way that honors its past while pushing it forward into
the future. I am currently personally involved in supporting and developing the
late-night show that will serve as the cornerstone of initial programming in the
space. The show celebrates the history of this incredible establishment when, in
the 1950s, it had cabaret shows programmed at 10:30pm, 12:30am and 2:30am
and combines period narrative drama with live music, immersive theater, and
cabaret creating a unique platformance for diverse voices and creative
expression. I believe this particular production will be a wonderful asset to our
Theatre block and have great faith in its success.

However, we all know that with today’s economic challenges, the success of any
creative venture depends not only on artistic vision but on financial
sustainability, and in order for the Club 82 Theatre to thrive creatively and
commercially today, it will need the flexibility that a 4am liquor license provides.
This is essential to ensuring the space can generate enough revenue to support
local artists, pay staff, and maintain the venue over time. I feel late-night shows
and performances are a vital part of New York City’s cultural fabric, and the
ability to serve alcohol until 4am is a critical component of what will make this
project viable.

With the late license, The Club 82 Theatre will be able to offer the community a
wide range of programming that draws on the diverse creative resources of the
city, while also providing economic opportunities for the people who help make
this vibrant city what it is. A space like Club 82 Theatre can become a vital
contributor to the cultural and economic life of the East Village, drawing both
locals and tourists alike into a creative and responsible environment.



I understand that this decision impacts the entire community, and I want to
assure you that I have full confidence in the individuals responsible for
stewarding the future of this historic venue. Plans are in place to ensure
soundproofing, security, community outreach and dedication to being a good
neighbor and respectful of the area’s residential and business environment.

I truly believe that the revival of The Club 82 Theatre can play an important
role in sustaining New York City’s cultural vitality, and I hope you will support
the application for the 4am liquor license to give it the best chance to succeed in
these trying times.

Thank you for your consideration.

Warm regards,

Josh Luxenburg

HOWLROUND Theatre Commons
New York Theatre Workshop



March 10, 2025
To the CB3 Community Board:

I am the creator of STOMP and have been working in off Broadway
theater since 1990

In the early eighties, the east wvillage was Jjust one of a number
of neighborhoods in New Yorks’ five boroughs made vibrant by a
world class art scene that includes visual arts, music theater and
dance. Places like Danceteria, The Red Spot, Bullet Space and the
Pyramid Club were the venues where the popular culture of the next
two decades was created. Sadly, over the past fifteen years, such
places have gone out of existence replaced by noisy bars and
industrial sized dance clubs that, rather than give character
vibrance to a neighborhood, blight it with noise and 24 hour
commerce. Furthermore, perhaps as a result of this emphasis on
commerce and art, genres of artistic expression have become
increasingly balkanized - with contemporary visual arts buyable in
Chelsea, new poetry hearable on Third Avenue and in Williamsburg,
new music hearable on the Lower East Side etc. The day when a
performance artist, a poet, a singer and a visual artist could
collaborate in the same venue seem gone.

The plan to open this space on the lower east side of Manhattan is
one that can only benefit the contemporary cultural landscape of
the city, perhaps even revive some of the spirit that has been
lost to expensive real estate, chain stores and the marriage of
art and commerce. The Club 82 Theater will also revive the notion
of an interdisciplinary performing artspace.

As a theater creator myself, I am happy to wvouch for the team
behind this project. The passion, talent and promise. As a patron
and creator of off-broadway theater and New York City resident, I
am eager to cheer for a place that might help New York regain its
reputation as the most creative art center in the world. I support
the Club 82 Theater plan without reservation.

Thank you for your attention. Should you need to contact me for
further information, please do so.

Sincerely,

Luke Cresswell



April 10, 2025
To the New York SLA

I am writing in support of granting a liquor license to the 82 E 4th St; Club 82 Theater

project.

I am a playwright and a New York resident. I wholeheartedly support the Club 82 Theater
project. Having spoken at length with the team and understanding their integrity, vision and
commitment to contribute to this vibrant arts block and to reinforce this street as #he
experimental theater block of the East Village. I have an existing affiliation with East 4th St,
having seen many productions on this street. I would be delighted to see it further evolve.
The revival and reimagining of this iconic space will be extremely beneficial to this
neighborhood both artistically and economically. This is an existing theater block with La
Mama, New York Theater Workshop and The Kraine. The Club 82 Theater will most

definitely further the creative and cultural relevance of the area.

Yours Sincerely

Martha Pitchey
Writer



April 11, 2025

My name is Mia Yoo. | om Artistic Director of Lo Mama Theater at 66
E 4th Street. Since taking over from Ellen Stuart in 2011, | am
passionate about giving non commercial, non traditional artists a
platform and a space to express themselves. | om writing to you in
support of the 82 E 4th St Theater, as | feel strongly that this venue
will be a valuable addition to this block and the city's cultural and
artistic landscape.

As of now, the social leg of the off-off Broadway performing art world
is growing weak. In order to grow stronger, its important that the
artistic community have an appropriate space to congregate and
engage socially. This is why the 82 Theater Club concept is so vital
to our community. It not only plans to facilitate the art itself but also
provides an environment where artists and the public can meet and
socialize together. La mama and Club 82 have a long lasting historic
relationship where performers would finish a show then be able to
unwind and hang out with fellow performers in a comfortable and
exciting environment. Not only binding the community stronger but
Qiving a place for ideas to be discussed and a place to network. This
is something | and the 82 team are very committed to bring back to
life. If such o space is artfully created, it will act as a meeting place
for patrons of the arts, both locally and international.

The 82 E 4Th St project has the potential to centralize, strengthen,
enrich and develop a stronger identity for the community of people
concerned with art, music and theater. | believe that these arts have
the power to change lives. | wholeheartedly support this project and
what it has to offer New York City.

Regards,

Mia Yoo



Michael Seligman

April 3, 2025

To the CB3 Community Board. I am writing this letter to you in support of the Club 82
Theater project. I fully support this legendary establishment to once again be granted a
premises liquor license.

I am a writer, producer and director based in Los Angeles and New York. I have a deep
connection with the establishment in question. 1 have created multiple projects that
celebrate the rich history of this venue, one of which is the award-winning documentary
“P.S. Burn This Letter, Please” inspired by a box of letters written in the 1950s by a group
of New York City drag queens, many of whom performed on stage at 82 East 4th St. The
film premiered at the 2020 TriBeCa Film Festival and was screened at dozens of other
testivals around the globe. I also created the podcast “Mob Queens” which delves into the
life of Anna Genovese, who ran the 82 for more than 20 years beginning in the early 1950s.
That project is in development as a TV series at HBO.

My curiosity and love of untold history, combined with my desire to advance LGBTQ+
education inspires and drives my work and life today. This venue embodies both an
incredibly important history and real representation of the LGBTQ+ community. I am
incredibly inspired by the team behind this project and their passion to bring this venue
back to life in a meaningful way. Their plans to include elements of the original venue
shows me their commitment to honoring the past and ensuring that this new venture will
continue on as a cultural landmark for the neighborhood. I know this will mean a lot to
many people in the community.

I am extremely excited for Club 82 Theater to open its doors and continue to make history

on East 4th Street.

Kind Regards,

Michael Seligman



May 5, 2025

My name is Patricia McGregor, I have recently been appointed as artistic
director at New York Theater Workshop on 4th St, my self and the
everyone at NYTW believe in the transformative power of theater, I am
honored to have been embraced to take this position and to embedded in
the theater community of E 4th Street.

I write this letter to stand in support of the 82 E Sth street theater project
and strongly believe that the concept not only will be such an asset to our
organization here at NYTW but will bring another layer of cultural and
artistic depth to this already vibrant street. Speaking with Max and the
team from 82 I am very excited by the idea of having them as our neighbor
and our becoming an additional attraction to East 4th Street. Not only am
I inspired by the projects they already have in development which we have
discussed but I thoroughly enjoy the concept to make this also a meeting
point for creatives to hangout and eat and drink together.

As a fairly new addition to the street and having felt the excitement and
passion coming from the 82 team I am very keen for them to be granted a
liquor license that will allow them to realize this fantastic vision and bring
it to life.

Yours faithfully,

Patricia McGregor
Artistic Director, NYTW



March 17, 2025

To the CB3 Community Board:

I am writing to lend my enthusiastic support to ‘Club 82 Theater Project’. As a theater producer
responsible for over fifty West End and Broadway productions such as Corpse, Chess, Lettice and
Lovage, The Big Love, Skylight and most recently Hangmen. I am intimately aware of the
enormous economic and cultural benefits the city derives from its resident artists. Such a
community needs nurturing - not just from grant making institutions, critics and museums, but
social spaces in which ideas can be shared both among like minded individuals and with New York
at Large. Since World War II, Manhattan has been home to several such venues, which are now
remembered in the annals of art and cultural history as indispensable cubicles for some of the
greatest artistic movements of our time.

Yet despite this rich tradition, New York presently finds itself without a gathering place - an
omission made all the more glaring now that other cities from Los Angeles to Berlin have seduced
artists from around the world with more affordable studios and more open-minded watering holes.
If New York is to maintain its reputation as a welcoming and fertile home for artists of every stripe,
it is imperative that we support initiatives such as ‘82 E 4th Street Project’, which will contribute
directly to the city’s cultural vitality and profile.

Civic partnership aside, it is important to understand that in addition to providing an indispensable
space for the social intermingling of diverse creative individuals and the public, ‘82 E 4th Street’ is
an outgrowth of a very real and significant shift within the world of theater and performing arts
world at large. Drawing on a legacy that draws from cabaret and the beginnings of drag
performance, to starting the careers of notable recording artists. Interactions across artistic
disciplines are increasingly dissolving the boundaries between the visual arts, pop music, dance and
other kinds of performance. By providing a space within which these distinctions can grow ever
more blurred (at the hands, it should be mentioned, not of creators, critics and cultural officials, but
of artists themselves). ‘82 E 4th Street Project’ will serve as a free-form cultural incubator that will
itself blur the line between theater, music venue and bar. It would be a shame if this were not
allowed to happen, and a great credit to the community and the city if it should be.



Respectfully yours,

Robert Fox
Producer



Rory McGregor - Director

June 21, 2025

Dear Members of Community Board 3,

My name is Rory Mcgregor, | am a Theatre Director currently working as Associate Director on
the Broadway production of Glengarry Glen Ross. While | am deeply embedded in the world of
Broadway | also have a passion for off and off off Broadway theatre and take great pleasure in
creating work that is more accessible and speaks to the younger generations. |am writing
to express my strong support for the application seeking a 4:00 AM liquor license for the
revival of the historic Club 82 (abaret space on East 4th Street. As someone deeply invested
in the cultural and artistic fabric of New York City, | believe this endeavor represents a rare
and meaningful opportunity to honor our neighborhood's legacy while breathing new life
into a vital and long-dormant venue.

Club 82 holds a unique and iconic place in New York’s cultural history. Once a vibrant hub of
nightlife, music, and performance — and an early safe haven for LGBTQ+ expression — it
played a formative role in the downtown arts scene. Reviving this space is not merely a
business proposition; it's a cultural restoration, one that seeks to reimagine Club 82 as a
modern, inclusive performance cabaret that pays homage to its storied past while serving
the needs and tastes of a new generation.

| have been in conversation with the team behind the project for the past few years and
understand intimately the challenges and delays they have encountered. | very much hope
we will be able to bring the space to life this year. A 4am license is essential to ensuring that
the artistic vision of this theatre can support itself and survive an ever more challenging
economic climate. Such hours are not unusual in the East Village, and are a crucial component
of any viable live performance and nightlife venue in this part of the city. More importantly,
the team behind this revival is committed to responsible stewardship — maintaining safety,
respecting neighbors, and investing in soundproofing, security, and strong community
relations.

This is a thoughtfully developed proposal by people who care deeply about the neighborhood
and its heritage. It will create jobs, foster local arts, and bring safe, managed, and
meaningful nightlife activity back to a space that once defined it.

| respectfully urge the board to approve this application. Reviving Club 82 isn't just about
restoring a venue — it's about continuing a legacy.

Sincerely,
Rory McGregor
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	Josh Luxenburg​HOWLROUND Theatre Commons​New York Theatre Workshop​ ​ June 21, 2025 
	Dear Esteemed Members of the Community Board, 
	I am writing to lend my enthusiastic support to the application for a 4am liquor license for the revival of the historic Club 82 Cabaret on East 4th Street. As someone deeply embedded in the New York City arts community — through my work with HOWLROUND Theatre Commons and now New York Theatre Workshop — I’ve witnessed firsthand how crucial it is to have vibrant spaces that can support the creative and economic forces shaping our city’s cultural landscape. 
	The opportunity to revive Club 82 is not just about resurrecting a venue; it’s about revitalizing a piece of New York’s artistic legacy. This space was once a beacon for performance, inclusivity, and innovation, and the team is committed to bringing it back in a way that honors its past while pushing it forward into the future. I am currently personally involved in supporting and developing the late-night show that will serve as the cornerstone of initial programming in the space. The show celebrates the history of this incredible establishment when, in the 1950s, it had cabaret shows programmed at 10:30pm, 12:30am and 2:30am and combines period narrative drama with live music, immersive theater, and cabaret creating a unique platformance for diverse voices and creative expression. I believe this particular production will be a wonderful asset to our Theatre block and have great faith in its success.  
	However, we all know that with today’s economic challenges, the success of any creative venture depends not only on artistic vision but on financial sustainability, and in order for the Club 82 Theatre to thrive creatively and commercially today, it will need the flexibility that a 4am liquor license provides. This is essential to ensuring the space can generate enough revenue to support local artists, pay staff, and maintain the venue over time. I feel late-night shows and performances are a vital part of New York City’s cultural fabric, and the ability to serve alcohol until 4am is a critical component of what will make this project viable. 
	With the late license, The Club 82 Theatre will be able to offer the community a wide range of programming that draws on the diverse creative resources of the city, while also providing economic opportunities for the people who help make this vibrant city what it is. A space like Club 82 Theatre can become a vital contributor to the cultural and economic life of the East Village, drawing both locals and tourists alike into a creative and responsible environment.  
	I understand that this decision impacts the entire community, and I want to assure you that I have full confidence in the individuals responsible for stewarding the future of this historic venue. Plans are in place to ensure soundproofing, security, community outreach and dedication to being a good neighbor and respectful of the area’s residential and business environment. 
	I truly believe that the revival of The Club 82 Theatre can play an important role in sustaining New York City’s cultural vitality, and I hope you will support the application for the 4am liquor license to give it the best chance to succeed in these trying times. 
	Thank you for your consideration. 
	Warm regards,​Josh Luxenburg​HOWLROUND Theatre Commons​New York Theatre Workshop 
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	May 3rd, 2025 
	Dear members of CB 3, 
	I am City Council Member Chi Ossé, representing Brooklyn’s 36th District. I am an activist and community organizer in Black and Queer spaces. Additionally, as Chair of New York City’s Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries, and International Intergroup Relations, it is my enthusiasm and passion to find projects that actively encourage creativity and artistry within the LGBTQ+ community.  
	Club 82 is a historic site in the narrative of drag performance and empowered a generation of queer artists who paved the way for others. I am delighted to hear that the doors plan to reopen with the same values of inclusivity. Many great talents have been present in that space– It is important to remember those icons, and just as important to create new space for those to come. I think the Club 82 Theater will offer a social space that is diverse and new to the area while paying homage to the neighborhood's rich culture and history in the performing arts.  
	I am very excited to see what the future holds for the theater at 82 E 4th St. I have met with the individuals involved in its reopening and I support their request for a 4am liquor license. 


