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THE SKATEPARK PROJECT

HAROLD HUNTER

Harold Hunter was an influential and deeply respected skateboarder, actor, and cultural figure
from New York City. Born and raised in Manhattan's East Village, Harold emerged in the
mid-1990s as one of the city's most talented skateboarders at a time when New York
skateboarding was shaping a global cultural movement. Through the support of sponsors, he
traveled internationally, but he remained firmly rooted in his hometown and continued to represent
the creativity, resilience, and independence of New York City youth wherever he went.

Harold was more than an athlete. He was a connector, mentor, and cultural bridge between
skateboarding, art, music, and street life in the East Village and Lower East Side. At a time when
skateboarding was often marginalized, he helped build a community grounded in mutual respect,
creativity, and self-expression. His presence and leadership made space for young people who
often felt unseen, offering them a sense of belonging and possibility through skateboarding.

Tompkins Square Park was central to Harold Hunter's life and legacy. In the 1990s, he was
instrumental in transforming the park into a cultural hub where skateboarders gathered alongside
artists and musicians living and working in the surrounding neighborhoods. The former basketball
courts became an informal but vital community space, charged with creative energy and shaped
by the people who used it. The skateboarding culture that developed there during this period
continues to influence generations of skaters, photographers, and filmmakers from around the
world.

Today, the multi-use asphalt space at the northwest corner of Tompkins Square Park remains one
of New York City's most iconic skate locations, particularly known for its long-standing DIY
obstacles maintained by local skaters. The community’s recent advocacy to preserve this space,
including successful opposition to covering it with synthetic turf, reflects the same grassroots
stewardship and collective care that Harold championed during his lifetime.

Harold Hunter's legacy continues through the Harold Hunter Foundation, which empowers New
York City youth through skateboarding, mentorship, and creative programming. The Foundation
and Harold Hunter Programs offices are located in the East Village, directly across from Tompkins
Square Park, reinforcing the enduring connection between Harold, the park, and the community
he represented.

Renaming the skateboard and multi-use section of Tompkins Square Park as “Harold Hunter
Park” would honor a local hero whose impact was both deeply rooted and far-reaching. It would
recognize Harold's lasting contributions not only to skateboarding, but to New York City’s cultural
history, and formally acknowledge the community-driven legacy that continues to thrive in the
neighborhoods he called home.
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January 25, 2026

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing on behalf of Welcome to Chinatown in enthusiastic support of renaming the skate space at
Tompkins Square Park in honor of Harold Hunter. As an organization dedicated to placemaking and
strengthening community life in Lower Manhattan, we recognize the impact that skateboarding, and
Harold Hunter in particular, has had on our neighborhood.

Harold Hunter was not only a trailblazer in skateboarding but also a mentor for countless young people
in New York City. Naming the Tompkins skate space after him ensures that his legacy of creativity,
perseverance, and community engagement continues to inspire future generations.

Rooted in downtown Manhattan, Welcome to Chinatown understands the importance of spaces like
Tompkins Square Park as gathering points for young people and local residents. Through my work as a
board member of Gotham Park alongside Benjamin Bashein, The Skatepark Project's CEO, | have
witnessed firsthand the dedication of The Skatepark Project in maintaining and advancing these spaces in
ways that honor community heritage while supporting youth engagement. Renaming this skate space to
Harold Hunter Park is a fitting tribute that reflects both the area’s history and the needs of its current and
future users.

Welcome to Chinatown wholeheartedly supports the proposed renaming of the skate space at Tompkins
Square Park to Harold Hunter Park.

Sincerely,

)

Vic Lee
CEO & Co-Founder
Welcome to Chinatown

Welcome to Chinatown is a tax-exempt public charity under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code (Federal Tax ID: 88-1524156).
Contributions to Welcome to Chinatown are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

L3
www.welcometochinatown.com
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THE LOWER
EASTSIDE
GIRLS CLUB

Joy. Power. Possibility.

101 AVENUE D * NEW YORK, NY 10009
212-982-1633 » www.girlsclub.org

February 27th, 2026

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing on behalf of the Lower Eastside Girls Club in ardent support of the proposal to
officially name the skate park in Tompkins Square Park in honor of Harold Hunter.

Harold Hunter was a defining presence in downtown New York City skateboarding and youth
culture. I also happen to have known him personally and he made a profound impact on countless people.
Beyond his influence as a skater, he was someone who showed up for young people with

authenticity, generosity, and care. He was a trailblazer and community creator.

Renaming the skate space in Tompkins Square Park to Harold Hunter Park would be a
meaningful and lasting tribute. It would honor a legacy rooted in mentorship, resilience, and
deep ties to the neighborhood, while signaling to future generations that their presence and

contributions matter.

The Lower Eastside Girls Club proudly supports this effort and believes this recognition reflects

both the history of the park and the community it continues to serve.

Sincerely,

s s

Jenny Dembrow
Executive Director

The Lower Eastside Girls Club is proud to celebrate 30 years of Joy, Power, and Possibility - three
decades of transforming the lives of young women, gender-expansive youth, and their families through free,
year-round programming in Arts, STEM, Leadership, College and Career Exploration, wellness, and more.
The Center for Wellbeing & Happiness (CWBH) expands our mission and service population, offering
healing-centered services to all generations and genders on the Lower East Side.
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PETITION TO NAME THE SKATE AREA AT TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK TO "HAROLD HUNTER PARK"

The Skatepark Project and Harold Hunter Foundation support officially naming the skate space in the northwest corner of Tompkins Square Park “Harold Hunter Park.” This
concrete lot at Avenue A and East 10th Street currently has no official name.

Harold Hunter was an influential skateboarder, actor, and cultural figure born and raised in the East Village. In the mid-1990s, he helped shape New York skateboarding as it
grew into a global movement, serving as a connector between skateboarding, art, music, and street culture. Tompkins Square Park was central to his life and legacy,
becoming a gathering place for skaters, artists, and musicians. Today, the asphalt space remains one of New York City's most iconic skate spots. Naming it “Harold Hunter
Park" would honor a local hero and formally recognize his lasting impact on skateboarding and the cultural fabric of the neighborhood he called home.

We're taking this petition to Community Board 3 to show that local residents support it, especially folks from Harold's old stomping grounds: Greenwich Village/East Village,
Alphabet City, Lower East Side (zip codes 10002, 10003, 10009, 10012, 10013)
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PETITION TO NAME THE SKATE AREA AT TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK TO "HAROLD HUNTER PARK"
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PETITION TO NAME THE SKATE AREA AT TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK TO “HAROLD HUNTER PARK”
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PETITION TO NAME THE SKATE AREA AT TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK TO “HAROLD HUNTER PARK"
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PETITION TO NAME THE SKATE AREA AT TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK TO “HAROLD HUNTER PARK"
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PETITION TO NAME THE SKATE AREA AT TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK TO “HAROLD HUNTER PARK"
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PETITION TO NAME THE SKATE AREA AT TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK TO “HAROLD HUNTER PARK"

The Skatepark Project and Harold Hunter Foundation support officially naming the skate space in the northwest corner of Tompkins Square Park “Harold Hunter Park.” This
concrete lot at Avenue A and East 10th Street currently has no official name.

Harold Hunter was an influential skateboarder, actor, and cultural figure born and raised in the East Village. In the mid-1990s, he helped shape New York skatgboarding asit
grew into a global movement, serving as a connector between skateboarding, art, music, and street culture. Tompkins Square Park was central to his life and legacy,
becoming a gathering place for skaters, artists, and musicians. Today, the asphalt space remains one of New York City's most iconic skate spots. Naming it “Harold Hunter
Park" would honor a local hero and formally recognize his lasting impact on skateboarding and the cultural fabric of the neighborhood he called home.

We're taking this petition to Community Board 3 to show that local residents support it, especially folks from Harold’s old stomping grounds: Greenwich Village/East Village,
Alphabet City, Lower East Side (zip codes 10002, 10003, 10009, 10012, 10013)

# DATE FULL NAME ADDRESS EMAIL SIGNATURE
~ e
1 /N0 Sanomama 274 E e s et (/é
2 o6 0% %W\;\— L Corb™ S &\ nuny &W%W%%%MT\@N RS-
. 5 . ) \ 000

35/26/2 Ridnaak — a Ae A ’//S/ Mew /pMd U SUIS G rr1c Com

- \5—/26/26 % 50\&@0'\& %CD nave % N&r‘\td\( Nb \Owc\ %ﬁ&\@&ﬂ'\"\ﬂ\m
5.52% /76 G oo Lpieet s 320 gl b GT g5 /6539 kakC ey@ gt op1 Cfd///V
6 9/26/26 Rrung Jakob LI E § 7t flree) Bpltt L 10009 ﬁ'M

. 15 el ST

7 55/ Ludece GrollemsT “7° 32T 1215 APT L Lutecedqulen Email 7
8 \7]—/24/% jﬁa égy/whb@zﬁ §00 Fladbosh fee 1726 ﬁ@‘ab%oG@gmail / con

0 5/28/% M. MO’M/)L ){Z L4y Mqvf S j0o3%d

105/2¢  Sor CAHT WOREETES ) '
11 5/2¢/2 %ONP LT 24 et A" ged 2L \og Q (tomt“‘ﬂe«@«-\vﬁm %

12 5/2(/26 CQL@ C é\A g'z \ E.\Z’““ )'ﬂ (\ \0’66[\ C“(d’ S'QQSN@BV\LA \Cov:



/=~ HAROLD HUNTER PARK  HF

PETITION TO NAME THE SKATE AREA AT TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK TO “HAROLD HUNTER PARK"

The Skatepark Project and Harold Hunter Foundation support officially naming the skate space in the northwest corner of Tompkins Square Park “Harold Hunter Park.” This
concrete lot at Avenue A and East 10th Street currently has no official name.

Harold Hunter was an influential skateboarder, actor, and cultural figure born and raised in the East Village. In the mid-1990s, he helped shape New York skateboarding as it
grew into a global movement, serving as a connector between skateboarding, art, music, and street culture. Tompkins Square Park was central to his life and legacy,
becoming a gathering place for skaters, artists, and musicians. Today, the asphalt space remains one of New York City's most iconic skate spots. Naming it “Harold Hunter
Park” would honor a local hero and formally recognize his lasting impact on skateboarding and the cultural fabric of the neighborhood he called home.

We're taking this petition to Community Board 3 to show that local residents support it, especially folks from Harold's old stomping grounds: Greenwich Village/East Village,
Alphabet City, Lower East Side (zip codes 10002, 10003, 10009, 10012, 10013)
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PETITION TO NAME THE SKATE AREA AT TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK TO “HAROLD HUNTER PARK"
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PETITION TO NAME THE SKATE AREA AT TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK TO “HAROLD HUNTER PARK"
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PETITION TO NAME THE SKATE AREA AT TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK TO “HAROLD HUNTER PARK"
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PETITION TO NAME THE SKATE AREA AT TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK TO “HAROLD HUNTER PARK"
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PETITION TO NAME THE SKATE AREA AT TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK TO “HAROLD HUNTER PARK"

The Skatepark Project and Harold Hunter Foundation support officially naming the skate space in the northwest corner of Tompkins Square Park “Harold Hunter Park.” This
concrete lot at Avenue A and East 10th Street currently has no official name.

Harold Hunter was an influential skateboarder, actor, and cultural figure born and raised in the East Village. In the mid-1990s, he helped shape New York skatgboarding asit
grew into a global movement, serving as a connector between skateboarding, art, music, and street culture. Tompkins Square Park was central to his life and legacy,
becoming a gathering place for skaters, artists, and musicians. Today, the asphalt space remains one of New York City's most iconic skate spots. Naming it “Harold Hunter
Park" would honor a local hero and formally recognize his lasting impact on skateboarding and the cultural fabric of the neighborhood he called home.

We're taking this petition to Community Board 3 to show that local residents support it, especially folks from Harold's old stomping grounds: Greenwich Village/East Village,
Alphabet City, Lower East Side (zip codes 10002, 10003, 10009, 10012, 1001 3)
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PETITION TO NAME THE SKATE AREA AT TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK TO “HAROLD HUNTER PARK"

T e T e e S =
The Skatepark Project and Harold Hunter Foundation support officially naming the skate space in the northwest corner of Tompkins Square Park “Harold Hunter Park.” This
concrete lot at Avenue A and East 10th Street currently has no official name.

Harold Hunter was an influential skateboarder, actor, and cultural figure born and raised in the East Village. In the mid-1990s, he helped shape New York skateboarding as it
grew into a global movement, serving as a connector between skateboarding, art, music, and street culture. Tompkins Square Park was central to his life and legacy,
becoming a gathering place for skaters, artists, and musicians. Today, the asphalt space remains one of New York City's most iconic skate spots. Naming it “Harold Hunter
Park” would honor a local hero and formally recognize his lasting impact on skateboarding and the cultural fabric of the neighborhood he called home.

i We're taking this petition to Community Board 3 to show that local residents support it, especially folks from Harold's old stomping grounds: Greenwich Village/East Village,
Alphabet City, Lower East Side (zip codes 10002, 10003, 10009, 10012, 10013)
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