
A Safer, Accessible 
Future for the East 
River Park Track

LightTheTrack.org



We  a re  a  gra s s root s  c oa lit ion  of  runne rs  a nd  
c om m unit y a d voc a t e s  

LightTheTrack.org

Backe d  by an  on line  pe t it ion  
wit h  699 signatures (a s  of 
1/ 21/ 24) ca lling for ligh t ing t o  
be  adde d  t o  t he  Eas t  Rive r 
Track



The  Ea s t  Rive r  P a rk  Tra c k  is  a  vit a l 
c om m unit y re s ourc e

LightTheTrack.org



It  is  one  of  on ly t w o re gu la t ion  p ub lic  t ra c k s  in  
Ma nha t t a n , t he  on ly one  s ou t h  of  135t h  St re e t

LightTheTrack.org



The  t ra c k  in  it s  c u r re n t  form  ha s  ina d e q ua t e  
ligh t ing

LightTheTrack.org



It  w ill s oon  c los e  for  re c ons t ruc t ion  a s  p a r t  of  
t he  Ea s t  Sid e  Coa s t a l Re s ilie nc y p roje c t

LightTheTrack.org



Flood  ligh t ing for  t he  t ra c k  is  not  c u r re n t ly 
inc lud e d  in  t he  ESCR re c ons t ruc t ion  p la ns

LightTheTrack.org



P rop e r  ligh t ing e ns ure s  t he  t ra c k  is  s a fe  for  a ll 
u s e rs

National Bureau of Economic 
Re s e a rch

J ourna l of Environm e nt a l Ps ychology

Ligh t The Track.org

https://www.nber.org/digest/jul19/bright-lights-fewer-serious-crimes-new-york-city-projects
https://www.nber.org/digest/jul19/bright-lights-fewer-serious-crimes-new-york-city-projects
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0272494424001476?via%3Dihub#sec3


Ligh t ing k e e p s  t he  t ra c k  a c c e s s ib le  ye a r  round

LightTheTrack.org



Ad d ing ligh t ing d ur ing t he  ESCR 
p roje c t  is  m ore  c os t - e ffe c t ive  
t ha n  re t rofit t ing la t e r

LightTheTrack.org



Willia m s b urg’s  fu lly lit  Mc Ca rre n  P a rk  Tra c k  
d e m ons t ra t e s  w ha t  is  p os s ib le

LightTheTrack.org



A resolution in support of adding 
flood lights to the East River Track 
as a part of the ESCR project would 
be a huge support to our effort!

Thank you.

LightTheTrack.org
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	We are a grassroots coalition of runners and community advocates 
	The East River Park Track is a vital community resource
	It is one of only two regulation public tracks in Manhattan, the only one south of 135th Street


	The track in its current form has inadequate lighting
	It will soon close for reconstruction as part of the East Side Coastal Resiliency project
	Flood lighting for the track is not currently included in the ESCR reconstruction plans
	Proper lighting ensures the track is safe for all users
	Lighting keeps the track accessible year round
	Adding lighting during the ESCR project is more cost-effective than retrofitting later
	Williamsburg’s fully lit McCarren Park Track demonstrates what is possible
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