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The Modulightor Building Apartment Duplex is an important late work by
the renowned American architect Paul Rudolph. Occupying the third and
fourth floors of the Modulightor Building (a New York City Landmark)
on East 58" Street, it was constructed in 1993-94. The duplex received a
temporary certificate of occupancy in June 1994 and was first leased in
July 1996. Following Rudolph’s death in August 1997 and the settling of
his estate in 2001, his partner Ernst Wagner moved into the space, making
modest changes to the interior to display books, art, and personal
mementos.

Paul Rudolph was an innovative American architect and a gifted designer
of late 20th century interiors. Born in Kentucky, after World War II he
developed a modern sculptural aesthetic that often-employed reinforced
concrete and exposed steel. Rudolph moved his thriving architectural
practice to Manhattan in the mid-1960s. Though well-known for his
monumental mid-career Brutalist-style works, he designed many
residences that were acclaimed for their distinctive architectural features
and daring spatial complexity.

Wagner co-founded the Paul Rudolph Foundation in 2001. Following a
“disagreement over the group’s priorities,” he created the Paul Rudolph
Heritage Foundation in 2014, which changed its name to the Paul
Rudolph Institute for Modern Architecture in 2022. The Institute hosts
regular open houses in the apartment duplex, making it the only publicly
accessible interior designed by the architect in New York City. Covering
approximately 3,000 square feet, the all-white, double height, 20-foot-
wide duplex has north and south living rooms that flank a central
kitchen, as well as four bedrooms. These fluid and interlocking spaces
contain built-in furniture, exposed structural columns and joists, winding
metal staircases, as well as full and partial walls that double as
bookshelves and display cases. The New York Times critic Joseph
Giovanni wrote in 2004 that the Modulightor Building’s apartment
duplex has “the complexity of a geode” and was “easily as intricate as
his magisterial Art and Architecture Building at Yale,” while a
subsequent New York Times writer, Jason Farago, saw these remarkable
light-infused spaces as providing a “corrective to the view of Rudolph as
... amaker of buildings as severe as a military haircut.”

The Modulightor Building Apartment Duplex is significant for its many

characteristics that made Rudolph one of the leading architectural figures
of his generation. It is a complex, multi-layered interior unlike any other

in New York City.



(Proposed) The Modulightor Building Interior | LP-2684

| | —
|

B I
il
I

]

0.008
I il s

2 Av

Legend
D Proposed Landmark Site

|:| Building Footprints

|:| New York City Tax Lots

Address: 246 East 58th Street

Landmark Site: Borough of Manhattan,
Tax Map Block 1331, Lot 128

Calendared: December 10, 2024
Public Hearing: February 25, 2025
Proposed for Designation: May 6, 2025

Graphic Source: MapPLUTO, Edition 22v2, Author: New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission, SE, Date: 01.31.2025




(Proposed) Modulightor Apartment Duplex Interior | LP-2684 m Landmarks Preservation

Commission

e = e
1 O A e
@ DN P = O | R :
1 I I I <——&DN <H—&DN
Elevator L — ,/:\\, !
North Ll it South ‘ T
@%ﬁ\ e — wpota 1| gathroom
————— I 1 O O
I [ A [ o

c
el

= L
T n [ ]
< Mechanical
i ! Rear Garden
up | | Hot
i ! South

Tub
:F& Living Room
wpe - T

South %::,
North =
‘ —— Kitchen Kitchen L ===

North -
Living Room

Legend

[] Third Floor Plan
[] Proposed Interior Landmark

Address: 246 East 58th Street

Landmark Site: Manhattan Block 1331
and Lot 128

- Calend d: D ber 10, 2024
c Third Floor Plan alendared: December

Public Hearing: February 25, 2025
Proposed for Designation: May 6, 2025




(Proposed) Modulightor Apartment Duplex Interior | LP-2684

m Landmarks Preservation

Commission

| —

North
Bedroom #1

DN

O

Elevator
North
Bathroom
]
™~ =
RS
Open 1o Below
-
N North
Bedroom #2
-

i
Balcony ‘ ‘ | ‘

DN % DN o——>

Q Fourth Floor Plan

South
Bedroom #2

O

South
Bathroom

-

*****

~

Open o Below
~ ~

South
Bedroom #1

Balcony

1N
=

Legend

E] Fourth Floor Plan
[] Proposed Interior Landmark

Address: 246 East 58th Street

Landmark Site: Manhattan Block 1331
and Lot 128

Calendared: December 10, 2024
Public Hearing: February 25, 2025
Proposed for Designation: May 6, 2025




	246 East 58th Street, Manhattan Tax Map Block 1331, Lot 128

