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Building 309 Project Overview

Project to renovate building for expanded use as an events 
and community public programming space. The building 
has hosted over 100 events over the past year, including 
programs for Governors Island Arts, NY Climate Week, and 
events hosted by Island tenants and community partners. 

The Building is a non-contributing building to the 
Governors Island Historic District. It was historically used 
as a chapel (“Our Lady Star of the Sea”) and was formally 
deconsecrated following the departure of the United 
States Coast Guard in 1996.
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Project Scope

Certificate of Occupancy and Place of Assembly Permits

New Deck

Addition of Gutter and Downspouts

Interior Renovation including:
• Additional Restrooms, including ADA Accessible
• Conversion of two windows into exterior doors
• Increased ADA accessibility indoors
• Addition of drinking fountain
• New janitor closet

Installation of Fire Alarm and Sprinkler System

Timeline

2025
• December: Community Board 1  LPC Committee 

Meeting - received unanimous approval from CB1
2026
• January: LPC Hearing
• Early 2026: Construction begins



The Trust for Governors Island - Building 309 Renovation LPC-2�-05�90 ` 7mith-Miller � Ha[Oinson Architects� LLP LPC Public Hearing | January 27, 2026 4

Governors Island Preservation and Design Manual Part III

Pages 6 and 7 of Building & Property 
Summary Sheets - USA General Services 
Administration
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Page 7 excerpt of Building & Property 
Summary Sheets USA General Services 
Administration

Page 104 Building 309 Description

Governors Island Preservation and Design Manual Part III
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Historic View of Main Entry

Historic Photo 1941-1951
Source: Three Centuries Under Three 
Flags: The Story of Governors Island 
From 1637. Headquarters First Army, 1951.
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West Facade - Existing



Yankee Pier

Soissons Landing
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Governors Island Historic District LP - 1946



Clayton Road

Hay Road

Parade Ground

Site

Yankee Pier

Fort Jay
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Main Access - Clayton Road and Hay Road 
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Adjacent Building Facades

View from Northwest 12/04/2025
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Adjacent Building Facades

View from North 12/04/2025

View from Southeast 12/04/2025
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Building 309 Site Plan - Existing

EXISTING PATH

EXISTING WOOD STAIRS

MAIN EVENT SPACE



MAIN EVENT SPACE

PROPOSED DECK

The Trust for Governors Island - Building 309 Renovation LPC-2�-05�90 ` 7mith-Miller � Ha[Oinson Architects� LLP LPC Public Hearing | January 27, 2026 13

Building 309 Site Plan - Proposed

PROPOSED DECK

MAIN EVENT SPACE
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Existing Site Pathways
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Building 309 Interior Plan
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Building 309 Elevation - North Facade Existing
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Building 309 Elevation - North Facade Proposed



Building 309 Elevation - East Facade
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Existing East Facade 02/26/2025 Proposed Vent at East Facade from Submitted D.O.B. Drawing Set
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Guardrail Details
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Guardrail Details from Submitted D.O.B. Drawing Set
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Sightline Views - West Facade and North Facade 
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West Facade - Existing
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West Facade - Proposed Exterior + Deck
Illustrative Rendering
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North Facade - Existing
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North Facade - Proposed Exterior + Deck
Illustrative Rendering
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North Facade - Proposed Exterior + Deck + Seasonal Canopy
Illustrative Rendering
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North Facade - Proposed Exterior + Deck + Seasonal Lighting
Illustrative Rendering
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North Facade - New Exterior + Deck
Illustrative Rendering
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North Facade - New Exterior + Deck + Seasonal Canopy
Illustrative Rendering
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Canopy Precedent

Avery Plaza Inflatable Installation - Columbia University  2021 Avery Plaza - GSAPP Graduation 2021



Key
1. Galvanized steel for deck railing structure
2. Photographic example of cedar wood finish 
3. 5/4 X 6 cedar deck
4. Trex enhance tide pool decking
5. Kawneer triglaze 450 transome and door frame section
6. Kawneer UC55026 permaflour bright white finish
7. Jakob steel mesh - 21260-0150-060
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Material Samples
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Timeline

2025
• December: Community Board 1  LPC Committee Meeting - received unanimous approval from CB1

2026
• January: LPC Hearing
• Early 2026: Construction begins






