
Name of Landmark Building

Type of Presentation Month xx, year
December 16, 2025 
Public Meeting

The current proposal is: 

Preservation Department – Item 7, LPC-25-03952

Macomb's Dam Bridge – Macomb's Dam Bridge (originally Central 
Bridge) and 155th Street Viaduct) – Individual Landmark                   
Multiple Boroughs

Note: this is a Public Meeting item. No public testimony will be received today as the hearing 

on this item is closed.
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Macomb's Dam Bridge over Harlem River
Protective Coating 

Landmarks Preservation Commission

December 2025
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Current Site Photos

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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Designated Historical Landmark 

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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Landmarks Preservation Commission: 10/21 Public Hearing Feedback

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting

• Requested DOT to 
explore color options that 
are maintainable but relate 
more closely to the original 
paint scheme and 
distinguishes the bridge as 
a landmark.
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PDC Paint Analysis – Further Prior Color Schemes

10R 4/6 2.5YR 6/10

7.5GY 6/6 10 YR 7/4

2.5Y 9/2

10Y 6/410 YR 6/2

10B 4/6

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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Paint Color Considerations

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting

Existing Color Previously Proposed Color

Munsell-10 YR 7/4

Original Color
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Review of Individual Landmark Bridges Paint Color

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting

Brooklyn Bridge: Stone/Tan Carrol St Bridge: Blue University Heights Bridge: Green

Washington Bridge: Munsell GreyHigh Bridge: Munsell GreyQueensboro Bridge: Brown/Tan
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Review of Custom Bridge Colors

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting

• Willis Avenue • Manhattan Bridge • Williamsburg Bridge
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PDC Approved Colors for NYCDOT Bridges Citywide

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting

Blue

FS 15095

Munsel Gray 
George Washington

              Bridge

FS 26173

Custom

FS 34300

Custom

Pulaski Red Dark Green Deep Cool Red

Green Aluminum 
Sage Green 

       (NYSDOT)

Custom

FS 34092

Custom
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Proposed Revised Color Options

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting

GWB Grey 
• Light color akin to the existing color 

for visual impact
• Utilizing this color would keep the 

Macombs Dam Bridge visually 
distinct from the other Harlem River 
Bridges

Willis Ave Taupe
• Color is essentially a match for the 

original Macombs Dam Bridge paint 
color (the current color was the 
second coat).
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Harlem River Bridges

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting

Willis Avenue Bridge

Macomb’s Dam Bridge

Broadway 
Bridge

University 
Heights 
Bridge

High Bridge & 
Washington 
Bridge

Macomb’s Dam 
BridgeMacomb’s Dam Bridge
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Precedent Examples: GWB Grey (Recommended)

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting

New Corlear’s Hook Pedestrian 
Bridge over FDR

• Lightest color available
• Distinct from other 

Harlem River Bridges
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Precedent Examples: Willis Avenue Taupe

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting

Existing Color

Willis Avenue Bridge over 
Harlem River

• Very similar to 
the original paint 
color, Munsell 10 
YR 7/4

Munsell-10 YR 7/4
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Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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Landmarks Preservation Commission Designation 

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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Landmarks Preservation Commission Designation 
LPC Designation emphasizes structural components of the bridge, rather than paint scheme

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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Paint Scheme Evolution

• A PDC paint analysis 
noted the original 1895 
paint scheme for the bridge 
was likely a light yellowish-
brown similar to Munsell 
Number 10YR 7/4.

• The analysis then noted 
the painting scheme 
following the original was a 
two-color scheme of 
yellowish-white (2.5Y 9/2) 
and moderate reddish 
brown (10R 4/6). 

10 YR 7/4

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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Paint Scheme Evolution

Interestingly, the 1935 oil 
painting by Edward Hopper 
of the bridge shows it in a 
grey tone.

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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Paint Scheme Evolution

Prior to the repainting in the late 1990’s, the bridge was painted a moderate blue (approved by PDC in 1979).

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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Paint Scheme Evolution

PDC approved the pale yellow-white color (#2.5Y 9/2) in 1995. Since then, the pale yellow-white color has 
significantly deteriorated and is very difficult to maintain.

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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PDC Paint Analysis – Further Prior Color Schemes

10R 4/6 2.5YR 6/10

7.5GY 6/6 10 YR 7/4

2.5Y 9/2

10Y 6/410 YR 6/2

10B 4/6

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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PDC Paint Analysis – Scope of Research

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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PDC Paint Analysis – Similarities to Proposed Color
• Discounting the samples taken on the lampposts, of the remaining 

17 samples, a grey tone (N 4.5) similar to the proposed Munsell 
Grey was found on 

• #12 (Viaduct - Lower Screen)
• #11 (Viaduct – Lower Screen)
• #10 (Viaduct – Newel Post)
• #9 (Viaduct – Newel Post)

• A silver color (not corresponding to the Munsell chart) was noted 
on

• #15 (Viaduct – Pavilion - Column Shaft)
• #16 (Viaduct – Pavilion - Reeded Shaft)
• #17 (Viaduct – Pavilion)
• #18 (Viaduct – Pavilion)
• #19 (Viaduct – Pavilion – Ironwork)

• On the Bridge, sample 1 notes a light olive grey (5Y 5/1) that is 
not far off from the proposed Munsell Grey

N 4.5/ 5Y 5/1

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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1995 PDC Approval and NYT Article
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