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The current proposal is: 

Preservation Department – Item 3, LPC-25-03952 

Macomb's Dam Bridge – Macomb's Dam Bridge (originally 
Central Bridge) and 155th Street Viaduct) – Individual Landmark 
Multiple Boroughs
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“Be Here by” time (about an hour in 

advance). When the Chair indicates it’s time 

to testify, “raise your hand” via the Zoom app 

if you want to speak (*9 on the phone). Those 

who signed up in advance will be called first. 

To testify virtually, please join Zoom

Webinar ID: 160 189 6727 
Passcode: 366871
By Phone: 646-828-7666 (NY) 
833-435-1820 (Toll-free)
833-568-8864 (Toll-free)
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Location Map
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Location Map
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Nearby Bridges
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145th Street 
BridgeMadison Ave 
Bridge

W207th St 
Bridge

Nearby Bridges – Munsell Grey
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Designated Historical Landmark 

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting



7

Current Site Photos
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Deterioration at Site

Discoloration 
because of UV 

exposure
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Further Deterioration at Site

Rust buildup from long-term use 
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Paint Color Proposal
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Landmarks Preservation Commission Designation 
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Landmarks Preservation Commission Designation 
LPC Designation emphasizes structural components of the bridge, rather than paint scheme

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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Paint Scheme Evolution

• A PDC paint analysis 
noted the original 1895 
paint scheme for the bridge 
was likely a light yellowish-
brown similar to Munsell 
Number 10YR 7/4.

• The analysis then noted 
the painting scheme 
following the original was a 
two-color scheme of 
yellowish-white (2.5Y 9/2) 
and moderate reddish 
brown (10R 4/6). 

10 YR 7/4
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Paint Scheme Evolution

Interestingly, the 1935 oil 
painting by Edward Hopper 
of the bridge shows it in a 
grey tone.
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Paint Scheme Evolution

Prior to the repainting in the late 1990’s, the bridge was painted a moderate blue (approved by PDC in 1979).
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Paint Scheme Evolution

PDC approved the pale yellow-white color (#2.5Y 9/2) in 1995. Since then, the pale yellow-white color has 
significantly deteriorated and is very difficult to maintain.

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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PDC Paint Analysis – Scope of Research
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PDC Paint Analysis – Further Prior Color Schemes

10R 4/6 2.5YR 6/10

7.5GY 6/6 10 YR 7/4

2.5Y 9/2

10Y 6/410 YR 6/2

10B 4/6
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PDC Paint Analysis – Similarities to Proposed Color
• Discounting the samples taken on the lampposts, of the remaining 

17 samples, a grey tone (N 4.5) similar to the proposed Munsell 
Grey was found on 

• #12 (Viaduct - Lower Screen)
• #11 (Viaduct – Lower Screen)
• #10 (Viaduct – Newel Post)
• #9 (Viaduct – Newel Post)

• A silver color (not corresponding to the Munsell chart) was noted 
on

• #15 (Viaduct – Pavilion - Column Shaft)
• #16 (Viaduct – Pavilion - Reeded Shaft)
• #17 (Viaduct – Pavilion)
• #18 (Viaduct – Pavilion)
• #19 (Viaduct – Pavilion – Ironwork)

• On the Bridge, sample 1 notes a light olive grey (5Y 5/1) that is 
not far off from the proposed Munsell Grey

N 4.5/ 5Y 5/1

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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Summary of Findings 

•The PDC Paint Analysis presented the varying 
paint schemas, with some samples suggesting that 
the structure has taken on over 21 different 
colors
•Historical documents, such as the Hopper 
painting, suggest that the structure has been 
similar to Munsell Gray before
•The current cream-yellow is difficult to maintain, 
with visible rust on most parts of the structure 
•Proposed Munsell Gray will be aligned with past 
color installments, as well as DOT’s commitment to 
continuing the long-term viability of an 
architecturally historic structure

Macomb’s Dam Bridge Painting
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COLORS APPROVED BY NYC PUBLIC DESIGN COMMISSION
                                              FOR NYCDOT BRIDGES

                                  
                                         
       Blue

FS 15095

Munsel Gray 
George Washington

              Bridge

FS 26173

Custom

FS 34300

Custom

Pulaski Red Dark Green Deep Cool Red

Green Aluminum 
Sage Green 

       (NYSDOT)

Custom

FS 34092

Custom
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1995 PDC Approval and NYT Article
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