) Landmarks Preservation
me Commission = AUgUSt 5, 2025
Public Hearing

The current proposal is:

Preservation Department — Item 3, LPC-25-12960

St. Mark's Playground — Crown Heights North lll Historic District
Borough of Brooklyn

To testify virtually, please join Zoom Note: If you want to testify virtually on an
item, join the Zoom webinar at the agenda’s
Webinar ID: 160 754 14738 “Be Here by” time (about an hour in
Passcode: 641898 advance). When the Chair indicates it's time
By Phone: 646-828-7666 (NY) to testify, “raise your hand” via the Zoom app
833-435-1820 (Toll-free) if you want to speak (*9 on the phone). Those

833-568-8864 (Toll-free) who signed up in advance will be called first.



St. Mark’s Playground
Community Parks Initiative

Located on St. Mark’s Avenue between Kingston
and Albany Avenues in the Borough of Brooklyn.

Landmarks Preservation Commission
August 5, 2025

Total Budget:  $2.83m
Mayor, Eric Adams - $ 2.83m

Project Size: 0.263 ac



Project Goals:

e Increase amenities for children

e Create a designh complementary to its history
 Integrate the park into the streetscape

* Maintain and improve sight lines and safety
* Modify sidewalks to recall the historic paving

@ Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Project Goals

NYC Parks



City

NYC Parks
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* NYC Parks is reconstructing St. Mark’s Playground and adjacent sidewalks

* This Park is on NYC DOT Property

* The sidewalk treatment adjacent to the playground will set a precedent for
how the sidewalk should be treated on the rest of the block.

Neighborhood

St. Mark’s Playground Project Boundary
-Managed by NYC Parks
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St. Mark’s Playground | St. Mark’s Avenue - Project Location & Background
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NYC Parks
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I.M. Pei Master Plan - Not implemented
Courtesy of Pei Cobb Freed & Partners. Not for publication without prior authorization

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | History - 1960’s Conceptual Neighborhood Redevelopment
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Green colored areas
indicate the types of
interventions.

Green does not
necessarily indicate
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St. Mark’s Superblock
-Includes Mid-Block Park
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This is an early conceptual/schematic representation of the Legend
two superblocks
' ‘B Green colored areas
St. Mark’s Avenue; indicate the types of
Pla)&grou.nd in the center. Street dead-ends on either side of the park. I Interventions,
Parking in the center. Distinctive brick pavement for sidewalk. AIRIA
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Prospect Place: necessarily indicate . . — .
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bumps, bollards, raised planters '
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St. Mark’s Playground | History - 1960’s Superblock Plans
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Concrete Bollards
(typ)

Short Gray
Standard Concrete
Wall (typ)

Four Small
Ornamental Trees
at Street Ends

Formal Play
feature

Street End

Community Parks Initiative

Legend

(typ) — Fountain

. Standard Gray
Concrete Pavment

Grayish Brown Brick
Pavers

. Sand for Play Feature
- Standard Gray Concrete
Walls/Bollards
Tree Trunk in tree pit
-Canopy omitted for
clarity
. Rectangular Ottomans

Four Ornamental
Trees at Street Ends

Street End

Brick Pavers
(typical)
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St. Mark’s Playground | Playground History - M. Paul Friedberg 1969 Plan
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St. Mark’s Playground | Playground History - M. Paul Friedberg Design (1969)
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Concrete
Pavement (typ)

Steps
Ramp

Game Tables
and Benches
Perimeter Walls and

Fencing

Play Equipment

Street End

Short Wall
(typ)

Existing Asphalt
Block Pavers (typ)

Bollards (typ)
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Community Parks Initiative

St. Mark’s Playground | Existing Playground Condition - 2002 DPR Design
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Legend

Standard Gray
Concrete Pavment

Grayish Brown Asphalt
Block Pavers

Brown Asphalt Block
Pavers

Walls - Currently
Bright Blue

Granite Inlay Symbols

Planted area and/or
tree pit

5'-0" Tall Orsogril Fence
on Wall

Spray Shower area
with Benches

Street End

Ramp

Steps
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Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Existing Playground Condition - Current Playground (2002)
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1 - Play Equipment 2 - Spray Shower Area

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Existing Playground Condition - Site Photo

NYC Parks
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Game Tables

8" x 8" Light Gray/Brown
Asphalt Block Pavers

Community Parks Initiative

Granite Inlay Symbols

Brown & Light Gray/Brown ————
Asphalt Block Pavers

Brown & Light Gray
Asphalt Block Pavers
on Sidewalk adjacent to
Playground

St. Mark’s Playground | Existing Playground Condition - Site Photo

NYC Parks
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1 - Northern Sidewalk 2 - Southern Sidewalk
Standard Gray Concrete
Pavement Standard Gray Concrete Brown Asphalt Block
Brown Asphalt Block Pavement Pavers

Pavers

Light Gray/Brown Asphalt Block
Pavers on Sidewalk

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Existing Playground Condition - Site Photo

NYC Parks
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Gray Tinted Concrete
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All 4 corners on St.
Mark’s Avenue have
been reconstructed with
tinted ‘Landmarks Gray’
concrete pavement with
sawn joints

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Existing Sidewalk Condition - Corners
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Original Brick Pavers
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St Mark S Avenue

Original Brick Pavers Original Brick Pavers Original Brick Pavers

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Existing Sidewalk Condition - Sections of block with remaining 1969 Brick Pavers
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Natural Gray Concrete

Natural Gray Concrete
Pavement

Pavement

o

Natural Gra Concrete Pavement

Natural Gray Concrete

Natural Gray or Whlte
Pavement

Concrete Pavement

=% '.'-‘..m,ms-y
Mark sAvenue

Definitions:

Natural Gray Concrete Pavement
- Un-tinted concrete Pavement that appears
gray in color

White Concrete Pavement:
- Un-tinted concrete pavement that appears
more white in color

Natural Gray & White Concrete Pavement Natural Gray Concrete Pavement Natural Gray Concrete Pavement

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Existing Sidewalk Condition - Sections w/ Natural Gray or “White” Concrete Pavement
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1 - St. Marks - Original, Uneven,
Broken, Existing Pavers on St. Mark’s
(2025)

3 - St. Mark’s - Original Patched Pavers abutting Redone,

Cracked, 2 - St. Mark’s - Original, Uneven,Cracked,
Broken, Existing Pavers on St. Mark’s (2025) Natural Gray Concrete

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Existing Sidewalk Condition - Examples of Remaining Brick Pavers on St. Mark’s Avenue
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1 - Prospect Place - Example of Uneven and Damaged Brick Pavers 2 - Prospect Place - Example of Uneven and Damaged Brick Pavers

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Existing Sidewalk Condition - Examples of Uneven & Damaged Brick Pavers on Prospect Place
18
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NYC Parks

X

2 - St. Mark’s - Example of Existing Concrete Sidewalk

Community Parks Initiative

St. Mark’s Playground |

Existing Sidewalk Condition - Examples of Concrete Replacement on St. Mark’s Avenue

19



Community Priorities

NYC Parks

Vehicular Conflicts

Vehicles drive on the sidewalk
Emergency Vehicles ROW
Delivery Trucks

Scooter Parking in planting beds

8%

Children’s Playground

Expand playground

Park should be mainly for children
Play for all age groups

Water Play

QT

Adults use the park at night
Alcohol and Parties
Noise is an issue

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Community Priorities

More Trees and plantings
Shade

History, Culture & Community

Space used by whole community
Reference the original design
Design influence culture

Park should refelct street culture

Security Lighting
Adult/Family Activities
Fencing areas for children
Signage

Universal Access

Seating with Backs

20



0’ Legend

{\rl]ote thﬁz ‘plélshI and tr%ull’ \_/(\githin " Sidewalk Elevation

e park and along the sidewalks.

This creates ‘moments’ along the st - ¢
interior and exterior of the park.

Walls

Bollards

Shifting ground planes, steps, and
perimeter walls are included in the | A |

design. e
-1.5 -1.5

Steps

Opportunity to combine updated
requirements and community

needs with these original design
concepts in the proposed plan

1969 Friedberg Plan - Forms and Planes Analysis

Legend

Note the ‘random’ arrangement
of the trees and ottomans in the 3

. Ottomans

Friedberg design. o : ‘ -
The formal play feature is / » H N ] N
orthogonal ) [] B s - ‘ Trees
Opportunity to incorporate this into L]
the proposed design / ‘ ‘ [] [ ‘ [] ‘ J
f 3

— A Rectilinear Jungle
Gym

1969 Friedberg Plan - Site Furnishing Arrangement

"
Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Site Analysis - Analyzing 1969 Friedberg Forms

NYC Parks 21



Legend
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Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Site Analysis - Tree Inventory
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Legend
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Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Site Analysis - Vehicular Conflict & Emergency Access

NYC Parks 23



Legend

F— Sewer Line

Corridor

Opportunity to
utilize existing
drainage
infrastructure
for central spray
shower

""" Gas Lines

O Interior Drainage

Infrastructure
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Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Site Analysis - Existing Utility Constraints
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_ Legend
Opportunity

expand walls for Expanded Play
safer play areas Zones

I Cxisting Walls
IIIII* Expanded Walls

Spray Area

Community, Sitting & Open Play Community, Sitting

& Open Play
Opportunity to
include formal play > Spray
areas within Area Opportunity to
existing and 5-12 Play utilize existing
proposed walls walls for
based on modern additional
day safety play zones
standards

Quiet Play
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII}

Existing Walls | Profile of Walls - 1-1/2” Chamfer Paint Color for Walls - ‘Parks Gray’

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Site Analysis - Wall & Program Expansion Concept

NYC Parks



Stair Entrance with Bollards

Game Tables with Chairs

Proposed
ornamental tree

(typ)

Sidewalk
Pavement:
Landmark’s Gray
Concrete w/ 24"
sg. scoring
pattern (typ)

Concrete ‘Cube’
at Street end

3 -Trash
Enclosures

5-12 Play
Equipment w/
Safety Surface

Removable
Bollards on one
side of sidewalk

only

-Allows for e
vehicalur access to
homes when required

Proposed Shade
Tree (typ)

Existing or

Bench w/ back

—

Ramp

F—— — =

Ramp

Ground/Sensory Play
w/ kid’s table

Bench w/ back

Proposed Walls

Bench w/ Wall Back

Ottoman

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Schematic Design

NYC Parks

Sitting Area w/ few ground

sprays for children.
-Sprays only operational

between Memorial Day and

Labor Day (3 1/2 months)

Colored Concrete Cubes (typ)

__ _BWETASP—

Bench on Sidewalk

bottle filler

Backless Bench on Sidewalk

-5 Play

Stair Entrance w/ Bollards

Game Table with Chairs
Drinking fountain w/

w/

0
-

@

—-———u-——-—v-—

Proposed
Legend

Concrete Walls - Light
Gray

Sidewalk Pavement
-Landmark’s Gray
Concrete with 24"sq
scoring pattern

Reclaimed Granite
Symbol Inlays

12°x12” Gray Concrete
Pavers

12" x 12" Mauve Concrete
Pavers for Spray Shower

Concrete and RPL
Ottoman

1964 World’s Fair

Bench - Types Vary

Children’s Sitting
Cubes

Proposed ShadeTrees

(.

Proposed Ornamental
Trees

@  Security Lighting

Game Table w/ 1964
WF chairs

R
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NYC Parks

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Existing Fencing Diagram

Legend

E B EEEEN EXISTING 5,‘0”
ORSOGRIL FENCE ON
WALLS

EXISTING HANDRAILS

Existing Orsogril Fence on Wall

= 4
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NYC Parks

APPROXIMATE HEIGHT
OF PROPOSED FENCE

[
s

3-0"MIN

Elevation Change - After 1 - Northern Sidewalk

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Fencing Comparison - Before and After
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NYC Parks

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Proposed Fencing Diagram

Legend

1’-6" STEEL PICKET
FENCE ON 1'-6” WALL

2'-0” STEEL PICKET
FENCE ON 1'-0” WALL

HANDRAIL

5= T . : = TR
e N
...

Similar Steel Picket Fence

R
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NYC Parks

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Bird’s Eye
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Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Spray and Sitting Areas

NYC Parks




Landmarks Gray
Concrete Pav't w/
24°x24” sawn joints
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Gray
Concrete
Pavers

Examples of Similar Saw Cut
Concrete Pavement

for Sidewalk Safety

Surface

Park
Walls

L

egend

Rubber Crumb Safety Surface Mauve 12" Sq.  Gray 12” Sq. Landmarks Gray ~ Natural Gray Reclaimed Grnitlnlay

Pavers Pavers Concrete w/ 24" Concrete for
Sq Sawn Joints Stairs and
-Sidewalk Ramps

Community Parks Initiative

St. Mark’s Playground | Pavement Materials
NYC Parks

Sidewalk Pavement
-Landmark’s Gray
Concrete with 24’sq
scoring pattern

12"x12” Gray Concrete
Pavers

12" x 12" Mauve Concrete
Pavers for Spray Shower

24" x 24" Gray Rubber
Crumb Safety Surface

Concrete Walls - Light
Gray

Reclaimed Granite
Symbol Inlays

Planted area and/or
tree pit

32



Mauve Paver

Natural Gray
Concrete for Stairs
and Ramps

Sidewalk Pavement
-Landmark’s Gray
Concrete with 24”sq
scoring pattern

<€— Reclaimed Granite
Inlays

Gray Concrete Rubber Crumb
Paver Safety Surfacing

R

Community Parks Initiative

St. Mark’s Playground | Pavement Materials & Specific Furnishings
NYC Parks 33



1- 1969 Friedberg Design - Forms/Pavement 2 - 2002/Existing Condition Playground Forms/ 3 - Proposed Playground - Forms/Pavement
Pavement

= |

Community Parks Initiative

St. Mark’s Playground | Pavement Comparison

NYC Parks 34
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1-1969 Friedberg Design - Forms 2 - 2002/Existing Condition Playground Forms 3 - Proposed Playground - Forms

z?

@ Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Forms - Walls/Steps Comparison

NYC Parks 35



Any future sidewalk
reconstruction beyond DPR’s
scope of work could follow the
proposed pattern surrounding

the playground.
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Community Parks Initiative

NYC Parks

4—St Mark S Avenue —

St. Mark’s Playground
Project Site

Street Bed

Landmarks Gray

Tinted Concrete Pavement
with 24"x24” sawn joint
pattern for sidewalk

~a B>

St. Mark’s Playground | Proposed St. Mark’s Ave Pavement - Landmarks Gray Concrete Pavement w/ Sawn Joints - 2'x2’
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1- 1969 Friedberg Design - Forms/Pavement 2 - 2002/Existing Condition Playground Forms/ 3 - Proposed Playground - Forms/Pavement
Pavement

= |

Community Parks Initiative

St. Mark’s Playground | Pavement Comparison

NYC Parks 37



) Landmarks Preservation
me Commission = AUgUSt 5, 2025
Public Hearing

The current proposal is:

Preservation Department — Item 3, LPC-25-12960

St. Mark's Playground — Crown Heights North lll Historic District
Borough of Brooklyn

To testify virtually, please join Zoom Note: If you want to testify virtually on an
item, join the Zoom webinar at the agenda’s
Webinar ID: 160 754 14738 “Be Here by” time (about an hour in
Passcode: 641898 advance). When the Chair indicates it's time
By Phone: 646-828-7666 (NY) to testify, “raise your hand” via the Zoom app
833-435-1820 (Toll-free) if you want to speak (*9 on the phone). Those

833-568-8864 (Toll-free) who signed up in advance will be called first.
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NYC Parks

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Appendix

APPENDIX
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Game Tables w/ 1964 WF Chairs 4’-0” SQ Concrete and RPL Ottoman Concrete Bollards - Painted the Same Security Light - Candela
Color as Walls

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Furnishings

NYC Parks
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Colored Concretubes
-Sim to qubes at Callahan Kelly Park

-

...

1964 World’s Fair Bench w/ Back 1’-6” and 2'-0" Steel Fence on Wall Concrete Cubes for Street Ends
-Sim to cubes at Callahan Kelly Park

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Furnishings

NYC Parks

Reconstructed Park Interpretive signage
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Sidewalk Pavement: Landmarks Gray 12" sqg. Concrete Paver Similar 12" sq. Concrete Paver
Concrete w/ Sawn Joints

, . to Concrete Pavement -Mauve for Spray Shower
- 24" Square Sawn Joint Pattern

iy

ouh

P C

e

4

Paint Color for7WaIIs - ‘Parks Gray’ Natural Concrete for Steps, ramps, and

Play Equipment Colors & Safety Surfacing
Curbs

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Paving & Play Equipment Materials

NYC Parks

Recycled Plastic Lumber for
Benches and Ottomans
- Brown
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2 - Larger Play Unit - 5-12 years old

T

1 - Sensory & Ground Play

3 - Smaller Unit - 2-5 years old

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Play Equipment

NYC Parks



NYC Parks

Honey Locust

Red Oak

SHRUBS & PERENNIALS

Sarcococca

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Plant Palette

Hydrangea Quercifolia ‘pee wee’
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Friedberg Design - Forms

2002 DPR - Forms

z?

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Forms Comparison - Friedberg & 2002 DPR
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Friedberg Design - Forms

[

Proposed Design - Forms

z?

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Forms Comparison - Friedberg & Proposed

NYC Parks 45
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1-1969 Playground - Full Design

e R I

2 - 2002/Existing Condition Playground - Full Design

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Full Park Comparison

NYC Parks
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Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Sitting and Community Space
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Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | 5-12 Play Area
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Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | 2-5 Play Area
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Legend

) - -1.5’ Elevation

" - = — — B Walls +X. X’ HT from
»- 0 i J sidewalk elevation
Sidewalk — Fence/Property
== o Line of Residential
I ,,_ﬂ_.Erevatlon _ o 1 Properties
' [ ]

Opportunity to
raise grade 0.5 .\
to shorten ramps |\ \
and save space ‘

Opportunity to
raise grade 0.5’
to mitigate fall .
heights from
top of wall and
reduce fence

heights \
/

Opportunity to
utilize existing
walls

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Site Analysis - Existing Walls & Elevation Change

NYC Parks

Opportunity

Elevation and clearer

n sight lines
e : uu# M

to raise grade

\ . !
e — Siewalle-ori e SR = \X for both safety
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PROSPECT

Courtesy of Pei Cobb Freed & Partners. Not for publication without prior authorization

Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | History - 1960’'s Superblock Plans

NYC Parks

St. Mark’s Superblock
-Includes Mid-Block Park

Plan and Sidewalk circa I?O’s

Prospect Place Superblock

-Mid Block traffic calming circa 1970s
Photo courtesy of George Cserna - Not for publication without prior authorization
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Community Parks Initiative
St. Mark’s Playground | Proposed Playground - Schematic Design
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) Landmarks Preservation
me Commission = AUgUSt 5, 2025
Public Hearing

The current proposal is:

Preservation Department — Item 3, LPC-25-12960

St. Mark's Playground — Crown Heights North lll Historic District
Borough of Brooklyn

To testify virtually, please join Zoom Note: If you want to testify virtually on an
item, join the Zoom webinar at the agenda’s
Webinar ID: 160 754 14738 “Be Here by” time (about an hour in
Passcode: 641898 advance). When the Chair indicates it's time
By Phone: 646-828-7666 (NY) to testify, “raise your hand” via the Zoom app
833-435-1820 (Toll-free) if you want to speak (*9 on the phone). Those

833-568-8864 (Toll-free) who signed up in advance will be called first.





