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Type of Presentation Month xx, yearJuly 8, 2025
Public Hearing

The current proposal is: 

Preservation Department – Item 12, LPC-25-11234 

521 West 25th Street – West Chelsea Historic District 
Borough of Manhattan

Note: If you want to testify virtually on an

item, join the Zoom webinar at the agenda’s 

“Be Here by” time (about an hour in 

advance). When the Chair indicates it’s time 

to testify, “raise your hand” via the Zoom app 

if you want to speak (*9 on the phone). Those 

who signed up in advance will be called first. 

To testify virtually, please join Zoom

Webinar ID: 161 296 8061 
Passcode: 940250
By Phone: 646-828-7666 (NY) 
833-435-1820 (Toll-free)
833-568-8864 (Toll-free)
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950 University Avenue, Bronx 109-09 180th Street, Queens 1084 Rockaway Avenue, Brooklyn

PRIME STORAGE

Introduction



NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Public Hearing 

July 8, 2025

Anticipated LPC Commission Level Review
• New Bifold doors (2 locations)
• New multi-light, metal and glass windows, 

brick infill and cast stone sills  (3 locations)
• New multi-light metal and glass window 

with segmental arch (1 location)
• New Signage (1 location)

Anticipated LPC Staff Level Review
• Restoration of ornamental bracket lamps 

and tear drop luminaires (2)
• Removal of non-historic lamps and mounts 

at roofline (5)
• Installation of solar arrays at flat roof (not 

visible from the street)
• Reversible grey-scale film at windows (3 

locations)
• Security cameras (3)
• Intercom (1)
• Interior partitions
• Selective brick repairs, in-kind unit 

replacement and repointing at 1st floor
• Graffiti removal at the 1st floor
• New HVAC equipment at existing dunnage 

on the flat roof and new refrigerant piping 
at the rear elevation (not visible from the 
street)

Note: no curb cuts are sought with this application; the 
existing concrete sidewalk slopes to the roadway

Scope Outline
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Site
521-537 West 25th Street

Site
521-537 West 25th Street

NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission 
West Chelsea Historic District Map 

NYC Department of City Planning
ZoLa Map 

LPC Historic District + ZoLa Maps 
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G.W. Bromley & Co. Manhattan Land Book, Section 3, Plate 47, 1955
Note that the High Line (former West Side Elevated Line) was 
operational by 1934.

G. W. Bromley & Co. Atlas of Manhattan, Section 3, Pl. 47, 1930

G.W. Bromley & Co. Atlas of Manhattan, Section 3, Plate 7, 1920G.W. Bromley & Co. Atlas of Manhattan, Section 3, Plate 7, 1911

Historic Maps
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Sanborn. Manhattan Land Book of the City of New York, Section 3, Plate 47, 2018-2019

Sanborn Map
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521-539 West 25th Street, Lloyd Acker Collection, New York Public Library, c. 1930s

Historic Photo
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From West to East: 
545-549 West 25th Street  (2 story building)
539-541 West 25th Street (2 story building)
521-537 West 25th Street (4 story building)

New York City Municipal Archives, Tax 
Photo Collection, c. 1939

From West to East: 
521-537 West 25th Street (4 story building)
511-519 West 25th Street (11 story bldg.)

New York City Municipal Archives, Tax 
Photo Collection, c. 1939

From West to East: 
521-537 W. 25th Street (4 story building)
511-519 W. 25th Street (11 story bldg.)
West Side Elevated Line

New York City Municipal Archives, Tax 
Photo Collection, c. 1939

Historic Photos
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View of 521-537 W. 25th Street. LPC West Chelsea Historic District 
Designation Report. 2008 

CHRONOLOGY

1900-1901 
American Round Arch style tinfoil factory (521-541 West 25th Street) erected on the block 
formerly owned by the Cornell Iron Works

Plans filed for a 4-story and basement brick factory (250 x 96) for The Conley Foil Company; 
Schickel & Ditmars, Architects. The New York Times, June 8, 1900

1918
Alterations: signage, 1st story window openings 

1924 -  1925; 1930
Conley Foil Company purchased by Lehmaier, Schwartz & Co.; Lehmairer, Schwartz & Co. 
purchased by Reynolds Metals Company

1933
Alterations: installation of shipping door

1947
Building purchased by Hendrickson Realty Corp.;
Alterations: major modifications to the 1st floor; converting segmental arched openings to 
trucking docks to accommodate an increased demand for truck shipping; 8 new loading berths 

1964
Certificate of Occupancy: building used for shipping, storage of records and offices.

(date to be confirmed)
Alterations: installation of metal stairs at the 1st story; windows and doors replaced; fire escapes 
removed (after c. 1939 and prior to 2008); installation of wall mounted lampposts

2008
West Chelsea Historic District designated by the NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission 

2014
LPC Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations at the ground floor (new glazing at service 
entrance doors, and all arched window and door transoms) 

LPC Designation Photo + Chronology
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Existing Photos
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521-537 West 25th Street, New York, NY
Existing Conditions (detail view; East bays and central tower)

521-531 West 25th Street, New York, NY
Existing Conditions (detail view; West bays and 
central tower)

Existing Photos
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521-537 West 25th Street, New York, NY
Existing Conditions: detail of wall-mounted ornamental 
bracket with exposed conduit and non-historic luminaire to 
be restored (LPC Staff level review)

525 West 25th Street, New York, NY
Existing Conditions: detail of non-historic metal and glass infill 
at segmental arched and flat headed lintel conditions, non-
historic stairs and handrails

Existing Photos
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Starrett Lehigh Building, 601 West 26th Street, New York, NY 

Terminal Warehouse, 261 11th Avenue, New York, NY Chelsea Factory, 547 West 26th Street, New York, NY

Starrett Lehigh Building, 601 West 26th Street, New York, NY 

LPC Approvals in West Chelsea
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Bi-Fold Doors @ Ulmer Brewery



NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Public Hearing 

July 8, 2025

Bi-fold Metal and Glass Doors
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Bi-Fold Doors @ Ulmer Brewery
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Existing and Proposed Views
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Existing Photo + Proposed Render (East) 

Proposed Render of 521-537 West 25th Street (East)Existing Conditions of 521-537 West 25th Street (East)
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Annotated Existing Photo + Proposed Render (East)
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Existing Photo + Proposed Render (West) 

Proposed Render of 521-537 West 25th Street (West)Existing Conditions of 521-537 West 25th Street (West)
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Annotated Existing Photo + Proposed Render (West)
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Existing Conditions + Selective Removals Elevation
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Existing Conditions + Selective Removals 1st Floor Plan
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Proposed Elevation
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Proposed 1st Floor Plan
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New Multi-light Windows, Cast Stone Sills and Brick Bases
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New Multi-light Window at Segmental Arched Masonry Opening 
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Bi-fold metal and glass doors proposed at 2 loading bays. 
Muntin/grid pattern and black finish to match the adjacent metal and 
glass storefront infill. (2 typical)

Bi-fold Metal and Glass Doors
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Bi-fold Metal and Glass Doors
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New Signage at Transom
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Appendix
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521-537 West 25th Street, New York, NY
Existing Conditions photo (building numbers labelled for clarity)

Site: Existing Photos
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View of a wall-bracket lamppost and non historic luminaire (“G”), n.d., location unknown; 
similar to what exists at 521-537 West 25th Street. 
LPC Historic Street Lampposts Designation Report, 1997, Figure 33. 

“By the 1930s, New York 
streets were lighted by an 
extraordinary variety of 
lampposts, brackets, and 
pedestals. During
the 1950s and 1960s most 
of these posts were 
replaced by "modem" steel 
and aluminum types.”

LPC Historic Street Lampposts 
Designation Report, 1997, p.1

Ornamental Bracket Lamppost and Luminaire
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Rendered view of proposed condition: restored metal 
bracket with black painted finish, new tear drop 
luminaire, concealed conduit.

Existing historic metal bracket and non-historic luminaire. Exterior conduit and 
non-historic luminaire to be removed (2 typical).

Historic metal brackets to be prepared, primed, and repainted with rust-
inhibitive primer and paint. Color to match the existing black color. 
New DOT Tear Drop Luminaire to be installed. 

Ornamental Bracket Lamppost and Luminaire
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Ornamental Bracket Lamppost + Luminaire



NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Public Hearing 

July 8, 2025

Security Cameras

The new security cameras will be wall-mounted to the brick masonry (3 locations). The camera mounting will be anchored to the masonry 
joints with concealed conduit. Finish of housing and mounts to match adjacent brick.
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The new access keypad will be wall-mounted to the brick masonry at the existing keypad locations. The keypad will be anchored to the 
masonry joints with concealed conduit.

Intercom
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Reversible 3M Frosted Film 
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Aerial View of Roof (selective removals; new HVAC equipment)
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Proposed Roof Plan showing new HVAC Equipment 
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Proposed Rooftop HVAC Equipment + New Refrigerant Piping at Rear Elevation
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Proposed Sections at new Rooftop HVAC Equipment 
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Proposed Mechanical Unit Cut Sheets
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Property Survey, March 27, 2019

Property Survey
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