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NVYEC June 17, 2025
Public Hearing

The current proposalis:
Preservation Department — Item 12, LPC-25-05396

128 East 73rd Street (aka 128-130 East 73rd Street) — Upper East
Side Historic District
Borough of Manhattan

To testify virtually, please join Zoom Note: If you want to testify virtually on an
item, join the Zoom webinar at the agenda’s
Webinar ID: 160 839 3227 “Be Here by” time (about an hour in
Passcode: 5373844 advance). When the Chair indicates it's time
By Phone: 646-828-7666 (NY) to testify, “raise your hand” via the Zoom app
833-435-1820 (Toll-free) if you want to speak (*9 on the phone). Those

833-568-8864 (Toll-free) who signed up in advance will be called first.
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TAX LOT PHOTO FROM 1940

128 EAST 73RD STREET

TAX LOT PHOTO FROM 1980

-9.L9~

128

EAST 73RD STREET

South Side

No. 128-130 (1407/62)

Erected

Present Facade

ARCHITECTURE

Original Style
Present Style

Elements

Alterations

HISTORY

References:

130 EAST

Date Architect Owner
1879~80 by Wiltiam McNamara for Daniel Hennessy
1928 by A.Wallace Mc Crea for Lois C. Levison
neo-Grec
neo-Georgian

Four-story residence built of brick laid in Flemish bond; rusticated limestone base;
projecting entrance vestibule with Doric pilasters, Doric frieze, and deep broken
pediment; iron railing in pediment; high areaway fence; limestone window enframements
on second floor; splayed lintels on third and fourth floors; roof cornice.

1928 -~ houses combined and new front erected.

Built as two of a row of five neo-Grec rowhouses (Nos. 128-136).

New York City, Department of Bulldings, Manhattan, Plans, Permits and Dockets.

73RD LANDMARKS DESIGNATION REPORT

HISTORIC CONTEXT
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EXISTING - 2019 AS BUILT
PRIOR TO RENOVATION

128 EAST 73RD STREET FRONT FACADE
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CLOSE UP OF REAR FACADE POST REMOVAL

128 EAST 73RD STREET REAR FACADE
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AS BUILT REAR FACADE

128 EAST 73RD STREET
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STUCCO FACADE DETAIL DRAWINGS PER ENVELOPE CONSULTANT

128 EAST 73RD STREET REAR FACADE
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STUCCO FACADE DETAIL DRAWINGS PER ENVELOPE CONSULTANT

128 EAST 73RD STREET REAR FACADE
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REAR FACADES OF ADJACENT NEIGHBORS
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PHOTOS OF EXISTING DAMAGED BRICK CORBEL AND GUTTER
POST REMOVAL

128 EAST 73RD STREET ROOFTOP
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PHOTOS OF AS BUILT RESTORED BRICK CORBEL AND PARAPET

128 EAST 73RD STREET ROOFTOP
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EXISTING REAR FACADE AS BUILT REAR FACADE
PRIOR TO RENOVATION

128 EAST 73RD STREET SUMMARY
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3-COAT STUCCO ASSEMBLY DETAILED SPECIFICATIONS

128 EAST 73RD STREET APPENDIX
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of the period,

Trow's, 1881

A, WALLACE MC CREA (1873-1954)

10 East 63rd Street 1922 new facade

35 East 63rd Street 1922 new facade

34 East 68th Street 1920 facade alterations
16 East 69th Street 1929-30 new facade

34 East 69th Street 1928-30 new facade

160 East 70th Street 1925 interior alterations
174 East 70th Street 1925 new facade

40 East 73rd Street 1939 interior alterations
128-130 East 73rd Street 1928 new facade

10 East 74th Street 1920 facade alterations
18 East 74th Street 1921 new facade

133 East 74th Street 1921 new facade

MC CREA & SHARPE, INC,

A. Wallace McCrea (1873-1954)
Sharpe (dates undetermined)

1926
1921-23

new facade
new facade

119 East 65th Street
133 East 74th Street

Little is known of McCrea, nothing of Sharpe, McCrea was a specilalist
in residential architecture, and helped to design the approaches to the
Brooklyn Bridge after its completion.

McCrea, and McCrea & Sharpe, seem to have handled only alterations and
new facades in the district, never new buildings, At 35 East 63rd Street,
119 East 65th. Street, 34 East 68th Street, 174 East 70th Street, and 10 East
74th Street, McCrea (and McCrea & Sharpe) merely removed the stoops and
stripped the facades of their ornament. At 10 East 63rd Street, 16 East 69th
Street, 34 East 69th Street, 128-130 East 73rd Street, 18 East 74th Street,
and 133 East 74th Street, however, McCrea (and McCrea & Sharpe) designed new,
conservatively-styled facades for older brownstone rowhouses; the new facades
are respectively neo—Classical, neo-Georgian, neo-French Classic, neo-Georgian,
neo—Italian Renaissance, and neo-Federal in style.

New York Times, April 27, 1954

-1294-

LPC DESIGNATION REPORT RELEVANT TO 128 E 73RD

128 EAST 73RD STREET

WILLIAM MC NAMARA (dates undetermined)

115-119. East 65th_Street 1869 new buildings (3)*
158~160 East 70th. Street 1872 new bnildings (2)%
162-164 East 70th. Street 1872 new buildings (2)
128-132 East 73rd Street 1879 new buildings (3)*
134~136 East 73rd Street 1879 new buildings (2)
629 Park Avenue 1869 new building

631 Park Avenue 1869 new building*

% facades now altered

William McMamara practiced in New York between 1856 and 1879, He was
active in the district just as it was beginning to be developed, designing
rows of houses in the Italianate and neo-Grec styles. Most of these were
given new facades in later years but examples of his Italianate designs
survive at 162-164 East 70th Street and 629 Park Avenue, and neo-Grec examples
way be seen at 134-136 East 73rd Street.

Francis

NATHAN CLARK MELLEN (dates undetermined)

2 East 64th Street 1893-96 new building
Nathan Clark Mellen entered architectural practice in New York City
in 1889 with Hubert Westell and Henry P. Kirby under the firm name of
Mellien, Westell & Kirby, but Westell died in that same year, In 1891
Mellen formed a practice with William A. Boring (see) and Edward Tilton,
then established his own office in 1893, That year he designed for coal
magnate Edward J. Berwind the handsome residence at 2 East 64th Street;
this must have been one of his first independent commissions, and it is
his most frequently cited work. The residence, at the cornex of Fifth
Avenue, is a neo-Venetian Renaissance design, reflecting the aesthetic

sengibilities of the period.

=LL9

Francis

E.P. MELION & W.L. SMITH

Edward P. Mellon (1875-1953}
W.L. Smith (dates undetermined)

1930 new facade

134 East 74th Street

~8L9-

Little is known about the education and training of Edward P,
Mellon. However, it is known that he designed the tomb of President
Warren G. Harding in Marion, Ohio, a Presbyterian Church in East Orange,
New Jersey, and a hospital in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He was also a
trustee of the American Academy in Rome, Nothing is known about his

-1300-

EAST 73RD STREET South Side

HISTORY

References:

No. 132 (1407/61)

Date Architect Owner
Erected 1879-80 by William McNamara for Daniel Hennessy
Present Facade 1913 by John J. Foley for Blanche P, Taylor
ARCHITECTURE
Original Style neo—-Grec
Present Style "medieval revival"™ - no significant architectural features except compatible height

Elements
bandsof windows; roof parapet; stone shield in parapet.

Alterations 1913 - new facade

Built as one of a row of five neo-Grec brownstone residences {(Nos. 128-136).
Blanche Payne Taylor (Mrs. C. Barron Taylor)}, who commissioned the present facade,
and her family,owned the house between 1910 and 1945.

New York City, Department of Buildings, Manhattan, Plans, Permits and Dockets.

EAST 73RD STREET South Side

Nos. 134-136 (1407/60-160)

Date Architect Owner

William McNamara for Daniel Hennessy

Erected 1879-80 by

ARCHITECTURE

Style neo-Grec

Three-story and basement dwellings; rusticated basements; stylized pllasters on first
floor, three-sided oriels on second floor; stylized bracketed cornices. No. 134 retains
stoop.

Elements

Alterations 1936 - stoop removed from No. 136

Bullt as two of a row of five houses (Nos. 128-136). Between 1921 and 1969 No. 134
was owned by Marietta Koop, wife of Eugene Jackson Koop.

HISTORY

References: New York City, DPepartment of Buildings, Manhattan, Plans, Permits and Dockets.

Four~story residence with Flemish-bond brick facade; segmental-arched entrance; horizontal
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Passcode: 5373844 advance). When the Chair indicates it's time
By Phone: 646-828-7666 (NY) to testify, “raise your hand” via the Zoom app
833-435-1820 (Toll-free) if you want to speak (*9 on the phone). Those

833-568-8864 (Toll-free) who signed up in advance will be called first.
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