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Type of Presentation Month xx, yearApril 25, 2023 
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The current proposal is: 

Preservation Department – Item 2, LPC-23-08711

785 Fifth Avenue – Upper East Side Historic District 
Borough of Manhattan

Note: If you want to testify on an item, join the 

Zoom webinar at the agenda’s “Be Here by” 
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hand” via the Zoom app if you want to speak 

(*9 on the phone). Those who signed up in 

advance will be called first. 

To Testify Please Join Zoom

Webinar ID: 861 9593 2555
Passcode: 168052
By Phone: 1 646-558-8656 US (New York) 

877-853-5257 (Toll free) US

888 475 4499 (Toll free)
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785  FIFTH AVENUE Fifth Avenue and 60th Street Corporation
 BKSK, 230 W 38th St, 16th Fl.

New York, NY  10018

Proposal for Alteration to Ground Floor Street Façade

785 5TH AVENUE - PROPOSAL FOR ENLARGED STOREFRONTS
Block 1374 Lot 69

Scheduled LPC Public Hearing 04/25/2023

Community Board 8, Landmarks Committee Hearing 04/17/2023
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
785  FIFTH AVENUE Fifth Avenue and 60th Street Corporation

 BKSK, 230 W 38th St, 16th Fl.

New York, NY  10018

Proposal for Alteration to Ground Floor Street Façade
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PROPOSED ALTERATIONS
785  FIFTH AVENUE Fifth Avenue and 60th Street Corporation

 BKSK, 230 W 38th St, 16th Fl.

New York, NY  10018

Proposal for Alteration to Ground Floor Street Façade

SD.1

Enlarged storefrornt and renovated residential entry

Changes include:
•	 Enlarged storefront widths.
•	 Enlarged height of storefronts with signage band.

•	 Enlarged height at residential entry to match storefront scale.
•	 Continue existing limestone surround.
•	 New fixed canopies at retail entries on 5th avenue and 60th street.
•	 New cloth canopy at residential entry.
•	 New signage to zoning mandated limit.



4

Designation Report

Rough-honed limestone window detail

5th Avenue East 60th Street

EXISTING CONDITIONS
785  FIFTH AVENUE Fifth Avenue and 60th Street Corporation

 BKSK, 230 W 38th St, 16th Fl.

New York, NY  10018

Proposal for Alteration to Ground Floor Street Façade
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Madison Avenue and 65th Street (30 E 65th St)
Two-story base expression; commercial on Ave.; entry on Street.

Park Avenue and 61st Street (530 Park Avenue) 
Two story base expression added; entry on Park; no commercial.

5th Avenue and 69th Street (875 5th Avenue) 
Three story base expression; entry on 5th Ave.

785 FIfth Avenue
Three-story base expression; entry on 5th Ave.

EXAMPLES OF UPPER EAST SIDE “WHITE BRICK” CORNER APARTMENT BUILDINGS”

3rd Avenue and 69th Street  (169 E 69th st)
Single base expression; commercial on Ave. and entry on Street.

785  FIFTH AVENUE Fifth Avenue and 60th Street Corporation
 BKSK, 230 W 38th St, 16th Fl.

New York, NY  10018

Proposal for Alteration to Ground Floor Street Façade
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5th Avenue residential Fifth Avenue Apple Store 5th Avenue Gucci StoreSite: 785 Fifth Avenue Sherry Netherlands building

1961  zoning map
(at time of 
construction): 
CONFORMING

	 Commercial

	 Residential

	 Site

Current zoning map:
NONCONFORMING

	 Commercial

	 Residential

	 Site

INFLECTION POINT 5TH AVE RETAIL5TH AVE RESIDENTIAL

INFLECTION POINT
785  FIFTH AVENUE Fifth Avenue and 60th Street Corporation

 BKSK, 230 W 38th St, 16th Fl.

New York, NY  10018
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Fixed canopy with signageTwo-story scale Ample signage and tall doors +/-10’Two story retail presence

Varied retail identities

SCALE AND CHARACTER OF 5TH AVENUE RETAIL SOUTH OF SITE.
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785  FIFTH AVENUE Fifth Avenue and 60th Street Corporation
 BKSK, 230 W 38th St, 16th Fl.

New York, NY  10018
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The Metropolitan Club
1 East 60th Street

The Pierre Hotel
2 East 61st Street

Urbana 800 Fifth Avenue
800 5th Ave.

SCALE AND CHARACTER OF 5TH AVENUE RESIDENTIAL NORTH OF SITE.

785 Fifth Avenue
785 Fifth Ave.

East 60th StreetEast 61st Street

FIXED CANOPY/
FABRIC CANOPY

FABRIC CANOPY

CLUB

RESIDENTIAL/
COMMERCIAL

HOTEL

FIXED CANOPY

RESIDENTIAL
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North Side

South Side

SCALE AND CHARACTER OF 60TH STREET TO THE EAST OF THE SITE.

CLUB COMMERCIAL

CLUB

FABRIC CANOPY

FABRIC CANOPY FABRIC CANOPY

FIXED CANOPY

RESIDENTIAL/
COMMERCIAL

FIXED CANOPY/
FABRIC CANOPY

RESIDENTIAL/
COMMERCIAL

785  FIFTH AVENUE Fifth Avenue and 60th Street Corporation
 BKSK, 230 W 38th St, 16th Fl.

New York, NY  10018
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IMMEDIATE CONTEXT

Scale and character of the immediate context of the block:
•	 double and triple height street scale
•	 double height retail scale

•	 Distinct but integrated residential entry
•	 Primary street presence is building architecture; individual retail identities are secondary
•	 Balance of solid (stone) and transparent (metal and glass)

785  FIFTH AVENUE Fifth Avenue and 60th Street Corporation
 BKSK, 230 W 38th St, 16th Fl.

New York, NY  10018

Proposal for Alteration to Ground Floor Street Façade
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EXISTING CONDITIONS; ORIGINAL COMMERCIAL TENANT STOREFRONT DESIGN

“Bank space not coordinated with tenant layout for 
stair [...] entry [...] See Tenant architectural plans.”

Eggers & Higgins original tenant build-out plans

Original Emery Roth and Sons Ground floor plan

Entry detailing is part of tenant fit-out.

Limited ground floor transparency designed into 
base building likely due to bank tenancy.

Existing Citibank entry

785  FIFTH AVENUE Fifth Avenue and 60th Street Corporation
 BKSK, 230 W 38th St, 16th Fl.
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PROPOSED ALTERATIONS
785  FIFTH AVENUE Fifth Avenue and 60th Street Corporation
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DETAILS STOREFRONTS
785  FIFTH AVENUE Fifth Avenue and 60th Street Corporation

 BKSK, 230 W 38th St, 16th Fl.

New York, NY  10018

Proposal for Alteration to Ground Floor Street Façade
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Buff Honed Indiana LimestoneOil-Rubbed Bronze Buff Existing Indiana Limestone

MATERIALS
785  FIFTH AVENUE Fifth Avenue and 60th Street Corporation

 BKSK, 230 W 38th St, 16th Fl.

New York, NY  10018
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RESIDENTIAL ENTRY
785  FIFTH AVENUE Fifth Avenue and 60th Street Corporation

 BKSK, 230 W 38th St, 16th Fl.

New York, NY  10018

Proposal for Alteration to Ground Floor Street Façade

Notes:
•	 Enlarged height of residential entry to match storefront scale
•	 Ribbed pattern at spandrel with address numbers cut out of ribs.
•	 Existing doors to remain.
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DETAILS RESIDENTIAL ENTRY 
785  FIFTH AVENUE Fifth Avenue and 60th Street Corporation

 BKSK, 230 W 38th St, 16th Fl.

New York, NY  10018
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RESIDENTIAL CANOPY

Canopy edge

Sample of similar canopy

Column detail in brass  and bronze.

Canopy address in backlit sandblasted glass and cut-out characters and spandrel with large address numbers incised into ribbed pattern

785  FIFTH AVENUE Fifth Avenue and 60th Street Corporation
 BKSK, 230 W 38th St, 16th Fl.
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SIGNAGE

SIGNAGE SIGNAGE SIGNAGE SIGNAGE ADDRESS
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60th Street
126.38 square feet of signage

5th Avenue
138.76 square feet of signage

Typical retail signage letter height no greater than 18” and shall not protrude more than 2” from spandrel

Typical retail signage letter height no greater than 18” and shall not protrude more than 2” from spandrel
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RETAIL SIGNAGE — VISIBILITY AND PRECEDENT

VISIBILITY

Madison and 64th street Northeast corner – in historic districtMadison and 61st street, SE corner at border of historic districtSherry Netherlands – from 2009 – In historic district
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RETAIL TENANCY DIAGRAMS

TWO TENANTSONE TENANT THREE TENANTS
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THANK YOU
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