
Name of Landmark Building
Type of Presentation Month xx, yearSeptember 28th, 2021

Public Hearing

The current proposal is: 
Preservation Department – Item 1, LPC-22-01205

95 Prospect Park West, Prospect Park - Litchfield Villa -
Individual Landmark 
Borough of Brooklyn 

To Testify Please Join Zoom

Webinar ID: 847 6405 0416
Passcode: 421296
By Phone: 
1 646-558-8656  
US (New York) 877-853-5257 (Toll free) 
US 888 475 4499 (Toll free)

Note: If you want to testify on an item, join the 
Zoom webinar at the agenda’s “Be Here by” 
time (about an hour in advance). When the 
Chair indicates it’s time to testify, “raise your 
hand” via the Zoom app if you want to speak 
(*9 on the phone). Those who signed up in 
advance will be called first. 



DEP WATER VALVE REPLACEMENT

In-House Design Review
April 28, 2021
Prospect Park Alliance

Total Budget:	 $1.4m

Project Size: 	 1 acre
			 
				  

Litchfield Villa Grounds
Main Entrance Ramp
Located at 95 Prospect Park West 
in the Borough of Brooklyn

September 21, 2021 
Landmarks Commission Hearing 
Design by Prospect Park Alliance

Project Size: 3,000 SF
Project Budget (Phase I) : $1,594,000 Brooklyn Delegation (City Council)
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Litchfield Villa Main Entrance Ramp

2  |  Project Goals

Goals
•	Improve accessibility to Litchfield Villa
•	Improve accessible parking spaces near Litchfield Villa
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3  |  Project Location

NNN

Neighborhood SiteCity 2000 FT2 MI

Prospect Park Litchfield Villa 
Grounds

Brooklyn

200 FT
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  |  Historic Building Photos

1934 The original facade was stucco before it was removed to show brick. Original double door is present but was removed shortly after. Note the un-vegetated terraces retained by brownstone 
walls wrapping the building.
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  |  Historic Building Photos

1870 Main entrance; note original double swing door and canines on piers.

1981 Urns from another area of the park replaced the canines in the 1930s. Note 
that a flagpole was installed on the building facade and later changed to a yardam, 
which has also since been removed.

1949 Door has been changed to single swing after the 1930s. Note the door’s light 
color and new exposed brick facade.

1870 A curved drive led to the front of the building.
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  |  Historic Building Changes

1986 The First Historic Structure & Landscape 
Report showing as-built condition

1935 Survey

c.1854 AJ Davis Rendering

Portico (South Porch)
Portico (South Porch)
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Terrace
Terrace

Terrace

Terrace

• Terrace was a crushed stone material
• Portico was most likely a wood porch
• Veranda was most likely a wood porch 

• Terrace becomes planted with lawn
• Portico is paved concrete and extended to new Annex building
• Veranda was most likely a wood porch 
• Rear paving and steps added with Annex building
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  |  Site & Building History

1853 Ehlers Site Plan

1888 Prospect Park Map 1901 Prospect Park Map 1909 Borough of Brooklyn Park Plan
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1853
Grounds for 
‘Grace Hill’  

designed by  
H.J. Ehlers

1885
Edwin 

Litchfield 
dies

1892
Villa becomes 
Park 
Headquarters

1930s 
Stucco 
veneer 
removed

1966
Designated 
NYC 
Landmark

1980s
Parking lot 
added

1987
Annex 
restored

2005
South 
columns 
restored;
ADA Ramp 
added to 
South porch 
(portico)

1939-1941 
Playground 
added -
WPA Project

1911-1913
Added Annex 
(Helme, Huberty & 
Hudswell)
with concrete at 
portico (south 
porch) and steps;
Quadrangle 
building added to 
maintenance area

1854-1857
Villa 
construction 
completed

1854
Villa designed 
by A.J. Davis 
in ‘Italianate’ 
style

Park Construction

1940s-1950s
East porch (veranda) 
wood deck is replaced 
with concrete
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  |  Site Photos

1

2

2 Temporary staircase on original brownstone and granite steps1 Original northwest brownstone wall in storage

Brownstone wall

Brownstone pier Brownstone pier

Temporary Plywood
Brownstone wall in storage

Two granite steps

Brownstone landing Temporary Wood 
Stair

Brownstone cheek wall
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  |  Site Photos

4

4 Top two steps are granite and match the building granite3 First brownstone step is buried, landing is also brownstone

3

Brownstone pier 2 Granite steps 2 Granite stepsBrownstone landingConcrete terrace5 brownstone stepsBrownstone wall 
in storage
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  |  Site Photos

6 5

6 Ramp will be installed between concrete terrace and reset brownstone wall5 Door sill must be removed and door reversed to meet code

2 Granite steps Brownstone cheek wall Granite stepsBrownstone landing
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  |  Design Elements

1. Restore original brownstone wall and piers; set on foundation
2. Install cast stone brownstone ramp wall with railing
3. Reset five original brownstone steps 
4. Install two new cast stone brownstone steps
5. Install new granite landing to meet top granite step flush
6. Install new granite pavement
7. Refabricate door, hang on opposite side
8. Slope down existing planting bed to meet ramp landing
9. Install two 15ft tall flagpoles

EXISTING PROPOSED

11

1

1 1

LIMIT OF WORK
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  | Plan

Planting Bed

Brownstone Cheek Wall

Concrete Terrace

Granite Step 7.25”rise

Granite Step 7.25”rise

Brownstone Landing
(5” deep)

Buried Brownstone Step
(each step 6” rise)

8 Brownstone wall blocks in storage
Lengths vary
10” x 30+” ht

Reset 6 Brownstone 
blocks on foundation

Reset pier on foundation

7 Brownstone wall blocks 
Lengths vary
10” x 30+” ht above grade

Reset 7 Brownstone 
blocks on foundation

Granite 
pavement 
landing

Granite pavement ramp 8.3% slope

Granite pavement ramp 5.0% slope

All new granite:
‘BETHEL WHITE’

Existing granite:
‘North Carolina Mt. Airy’

All new cast stone 
brownstone:
‘FISKE 18’ 
CORINTHIAN STONE

Existing brownstone:
‘Portland’

Granite pavement
Flagpole

Reset 
Brownstone 
cheeck wall 
and piers on 
foundation

New granite landing

Flush cast stone band

Cast stone brownstone retaining wall

Cast stone step

Cast stone step

Brownstone step

Brownstone step

Brownstone step

Brownstone step
Brownstone step

Flagpole

Original Granite Step

Flush cast stone band

PROPOSED

EXISTING
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  | Section 

6"

1'-2"

1'-412"

Original Brownstone Landing
TBD buried or removed following structural investigation 
and design

Original Brownstone Steps
6” Risers x 16.5” Tread x Width Varies

Two Original Granite Steps. Bottom TBD buried or 
removed following structural investigation and design

D
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d

New granite landing meets top granite step flush. 
Color: Bethel White from VermontNew Cast Stone Brownstone Steps 

and Cheek Wall
Color: Fiske 18 by Corinthian Stone

PROPOSED
PLAN

EXISTING VS 
PROPOSED SECTION
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  | Elevation

PROPOSED

EXISTING

Brownstone Steps, Pier, and 
Cheek Wall reset on foundation

5 Brownstone Steps, Landing, Piers, and Walls

2 Granite Steps

Original Brownstone walls and pier reset on foundation
New Cast Stone 
Brownstone Steps 
and Capped Cheek Wall
Color: Fiske 18 by 
Corinthian Stone

New Cast Stone 
Brownstone 
Retaining Wall
Color: Fiske 18 by 
Corinthian Stone

30” Drop
Guards no 
longer needed
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  |  Rendering

• Satin finish stainless steel 

Posts 3/16” x 2” x 36” (to 36/42” 
above grade)
Pickets 1/8” x 1/2” (to 42” above 
grade)
Handrail Channel 3/16” x 2”
Top Bar 3/16” x 2”

• 15ft ht. Standard Cast Aluminum
HANDRAIL / GUARDRAIL FLAGPOLE



16Prospect Park
Litchfield Villa Main Entrance Ramp

  |  Rendering
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  |  Materials 

Aluminum flash collar (Optional)

3000 PSI concrete

Dry sand tightly tamped
     after aligning pole

Plastic PVC Sono tube

Project:
Location:
Architect:
Contractor
Customer:

EDER FLAG
MANUFACTURING COMPANY

1000 W. Rawson Avenue
Oak Creek, WI 53154

Date:  
Revision:  

Job:

Model  ECSS 15  

6"

Ground set tapered aluminum flagpole:  ALLOY:  6063T6
Exposed height:   15'-0" Overall height:   17'-0"
Ship in    1 section Butt diameter:   3"
Top diameter:   1-7/8" Wall thickness:   .125"
Finish:   100 grit polish

Filename:  ECSS 15 stationary truck_external halyard.ai

3" - 14 gauge spun aluminum ball
     gold anodized.

One set of halyard, 
      #8 polypropylene

One 9" Cast Aluminum Cleat

All shafts with overall
length of more than 
38'-6" are shipped in 
two sections.

Each section matched
marked for field assembly.  
Exposed portion of jam
sleeve must be well 
lubricated prior to
assembly.

1-1/2" maximum shop
gap allowed for field 
fitting (ram for tight joint)

2  Nylon flag snaps

Crushed Stone

Single sheave truck, cast aluminum 
     stationary, non-fouling type
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DIAGRAMS ARE GUIDELINES ONLY: Parts indicated may not be included with your pole.

Brushed stainless steel metal railing. Typical 15ft ht. aluminum rail. Bethel White granite for ramp surface and landing, 
as pictured in front of cleaned door surround 

‘Fiske 18’ Cast stone, as pictured in front 
of original Portland brownstone pier. 
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  |  Metals at Villa

Painted pipe rail in rear of building.

Iron staples on brownstone wall, 
not original.

Various black painted rail on portico. Only lead coated copper elements on front of building.

Cream metal mesh on windows. Painted black steel fence on terrace. Painted black steel fence is not properly maintained; 
corroded and chipping.
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  | Stone Restoration - Typical Conditions and Treatment

Granite door surround and base exhibiting general soiling. Typical isolated spalling at the 
brownstone steps.

Spalling and scaling at the brownstone piers. Cleaning test at granite door surround 
using detergent cleaner.

Typical Stone Restoration Treatments

•	 Clean granite door surround and base at entrance.

•	 Remove and reset brownstone steps.

•	 Repair spalling and delaminating areas of brownstone steps using dutchmen and patching to match adjacent material.
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  | Door Restoration - Typical Conditions and Treatment

Historic 1934 photo of entrance shows paint at door 
surround matching the color found at the earliest 
extant finish layer.

Based on historic photographs, the existing door was installed in the 1930s.

Restore existing historic sidelights and tympanum

•	 Remove existing finishes and 	provide new painted finishes to match original, based on paint analysis and archival 
research (original color is in the range of off-white to tan, exact color to be confirmed)

•	 Provide isolated wood putty and dutchman repairs as necessary at deteriorated wood

Provide new door to match existing historic door
•	 Extend new door to allow for accessible entry

•	 Provide new lever hardware to allow for accessible entry (existing hardware is not ADA compliant)     

•	 Provide painted finish to match original of historic door, based on paint analysis and archival research (original 
color is in the range of off-white to tan, exact color to be confirmed)
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