


The NYC Department of Small Business Services 

(SBS), with support from the New York City Council, 

helps the Worker Cooperative Business Development 

Initiative (WCBDI) offer innovative ways for New 

Yorkers to overcome economic and social inequality. 

Worker cooperatives are businesses that are owned 

and controlled by their workers (worker-owners). 

Worker cooperatives give New Yorkers the 

opportunity to co-own a business, creating sustainable 

and dignified jobs while developing community wealth 

- particularly for people who lack access to traditional 

business ownership.

What is WCBDI?



•

•

•

WCBDI Overview



•

•

•

https://twitter.com/nyc_sbs
http://www.facebook.com/nycbusiness
https://instagram.com/nycsmallbiz


• • •

https://twitter.com/nyc_sbs
http://www.facebook.com/nycbusiness
https://instagram.com/nycsmallbiz


6

https://twitter.com/nyc_sbs
http://www.facebook.com/nycbusiness
https://instagram.com/nycsmallbiz


New York City Network of 
Worker Cooperatives

Provides education and 
networking. Also plays a 

leadership role in WCBDI.

Democracy at Work Institute
   Provides education and    

networking. Also plays 
leadership role in WCBDI.

Green Worker Cooperatives
Offers cooperative education 

to launch and develop new 
coops.

TakeRoot Justice
Support worker coops with legal 

support and governance 
issues.

 Urban Upbound
  Incubates worker cooperatives 

and provides technical services.

The Working World
Provides financing for worker 

cooperative.

Bronx Cooperative 
Development Initiative

Connect worker coops to 
local supply chain.

The ICA Group
Provides technical support and 

education to convert businesses 
into worker coops.

The Worker’s Justice Project
Provides education and technical 

services.

Center for Family Life
Incubates worker 

cooperatives and provides 
technical services.

Business Outreach 
Network

Provides technical 
services and financing.

CAMBA
Provides technology 

education and services.

Mothers on the Move
Incubates worker 

cooperatives, provides 
education and technical 

assistance.
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318 Worker 
Cooperatives 

Created

1330 Jobs 
Created

24,585 
Educational 

Services 
Delivered

15,482 
Technical 
Services 
Delivered
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