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Introduction
New Utrecht Library and Affordable Housing

The Department of Housing
Preservation and Development (HPD)
and Brooklyn Public Library (BPL)

are collaborating on the redevelopment
of New Utrecht Library and the
neighboring Muni Lot with a new state-

of-the-art library alongside 100%
affordable housing and community
amenities.

Housing Preservation H H
B Doveroment Public # Library
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Introduction

Site Description and Context

« 1743 86t Street, Brooklyn,
Community District 11

* City Council District 38: CM Avilés
« State Assembly District 47: AM Colton
« State Senate District 17: Senator Chan

{Branch BPL) L=

.

» Lot Size: approx. 46,000 square feet

» Zoning Districts: R5 and R5/C1-2

« MassTransit: One block from 18 Avenue D
Station

N¥YE€ | Office of Neighborhood
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Project Background

New Utrecht Library

* Year Built: 1957

 Ownership: City

« Size: ~23,000 Square Feet

* Friends of New Utrecht Library, SoniaValentin President
« Branch Needs:

« $23M allocated for DDC renovation of the library.
« Community engagement began in 2018.
* Project was stalled in the pandemic and again in 2025.

 Most recent scope was unable to include

community’s original vision for improved and
redesigned interior.

« HPD partnership presents opportunity to achieve the full

vision. Photos by
Gregg Richards, BPL

Office of Neighborhood
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Project Background

Affordable Housing Need in Community District 11

High Rent Burden in CD11
» 56% of renters are rent burdened.
« 33% of renters are severely rent burdened.

NYC Housing Connectin CD 11

* QOver 13,000 households in CD11 have an active account on
NYC Housing Connect to apply for affordable housing lotteries.

Sources:
2019-2023 American Community Survey (ACS)
NYC HPD, December 2025

| Office of Neighborhood
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Community Engagement

Key Stakeholders

« Community Board 11

* Friends of New Utrecht Library

* Library patrons

« Community members

Neighboring schools, institutions,
local orgs

Local elected officials

NW¥YE | Office of Neighborhood
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Community Engagement
Engagement Strategy

Project website
Email blasts

Social media
Targeted outreach
Tabling and flyering
Questionnaire

Public workshop

Office of Neighborhood
Strategies

Housing Preservation
& Development

nychousing
7/ £ Sound Experience - The Library Vibe

NEW.New Utrecht Library
& Affordable Housing
Community Visioning
Workshop

ey

New

»1' |
Utrecht e
Library \\d(l

Come share
your ideas,

O Qo5 ¥ W

Liked by bklynlibrary and others

nychousing What's better than a library? A NEW library
+ 100% affordable housing!

Join L and y for a Community
Visioning Workshop on Tuesday, 11/18 from 5:30-7:30
PM, make your voice heard, and learn more about the
planned redevelopment.

Snacks and childcare provided.

Learn more and RSVP here &~ https://www.nyc.gov/site/
hpd/services-and-information/new-utrecht-library-

. rfp.page

Bdyn,

Affordable Housing and a NEW New Utrecht
Library Coming to the Neighborhood!

iNueva Biblioteca de New Utrechty 8 New Utrecht BiS1EFI
Wiviendas Asequibles Viene al Barriol  ERFFIE{EES - SRIMNARE!

DA FEAT!
7

Join Us!
Community Visioning

iUnase a nosotros!

Taller de Visién

November 18

Exciting things are coming to the
neighborhood—we want your input!

Tuesday, November 18 / 5:30-7:30 pm
New Utrecht Library, 1743 86th Street

make it?

and subscribe here for

Register to attend

HEBERTS

¢ BB

NEW New Utrecht
Library and Affordable
Housing

The NYC Department of Housing
Preservation and Development (HPD)
and Brooklyn Public Library (BPL) are
planning to redevelop New Utrecht
Library to build a new state-of-the-
art library along with 100% affordable
housing.

Share your ideas for the affordable
housing and the new library:

Library

Public , Library
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10






Community Engagement

Timeline and Highlights

June 2025 We met with Brooklyn Commmunity Board 11 and Friends of New

Utrecht Library to introduce the project.

September HPD and BPL launched the project website and online questionnaire

We met with Countil Member Alexa Avilés
Held 8 tabling events at New Utrecht Library

8 Tabling Events

October-
December HPD and BPL shared project and engagement information at CB 11 meetings

HPD and BPL shared project and engagement information with
local schools, community, and faith-based organizations

HPD and BPL passed out and put up flyers with information
about the project and the Community Visioning Workshop

Met with State Senator Stephen Chan
Met with the Borough President’s team

HPD and BPL hosted a Community Visioning Workshop at
New Utrecht Library with over 100 attendees.

1 0+ Meetings with Community
Board 11 and Elected Officials

February 2026 Report-Back Meeting

Spring Release RFP!

1 00+ Public Workshop Participants

327 Questionnaire Responses

NVYC ‘ Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

Who We Heard From

Connection to the Neighborhood

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

veere [ 3%
| spend time with family and/or friends here - 50%
| shop at businesses and/or use services here _ 499%

| work and/or go to school here - 20%
Respondents chose as many options as applied.

I'm not sure /| don't have onel 2% 97% responded to this question.

ZIP Code

* 98% of respondents live in Brooklyn.

* 87% live in a ZIP code adjacent to the library.

99% responded to this question.

Office of Neighborhood

Strategies New Utrecht Library and Affordable Housing RFP | March 2026



What We Heard

New Utrecht Library Patronage

79% of respondents visit the library at least once a month,
and 33% visit multiple times a week.

() .
Multiple times a week

Once a week a2

A few times a year 17%

| have never visited the New [y
Utrecht branch

99% responded to this question.

Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

Housing: Who Needs Housing

A majority of respondents felt seniors and households with
children have the greatest need for housing at this site.

“Literally everyone needs

0% 20% 40% 60% affordable housing.”
Seniors [ 58%
Households with children [N 52% “l ocal residents, with a reasonable
Young adults [N 33% AMI [Area Median Income] qualifier.”
People with disabilities [N 5770/,
Homeless families and individuals - 20% “Military veterans”
Single people -20%
Other . 8%

Respondents chose as many options as applied.
95% responded to this question.

Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

Housing: Rental or Homeownership

A majority of respondents felt rental housing is most needed
in the neighborhood around the library.

A B
2 t |
bg M Rental A%
5 1M |
- !
< PeRP Homeownersh|p

$0 $40,000 $80,000 $120,000 $160,000  $200,000

Homeownership available only to households with “C" incomes above.

94% responded to this question.
NW¥YE | Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

Housing: Incomes Served

A majority of respondents indicated preference for affordable

units for lower income households.
0% 30% 60%

A B C o AL 5%
B I 48%

g | c N 43%
s 1
g
£ i
reRe " . “There is a significant
r ; T : t T : T ‘ i Make Il‘
$0 $40,000 $80,000 $120,000 $160,000 $200,000 actual /y demand for affordable
H h 1able onlv o h hold affordable to housing in the Bensonhurst
chiov’\,/r.\ers 'P avallable only 1o housenolds ) community. This is an acute
with “C" incomes above. working class ) .
need for low-income families

Hiery e in the neighborhood.”

Respondents chose as many options as applied.
93% responded to this question.

, | Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

Library: Favorite Activities

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Check out books, movies, toys, and periodicals _ 799,
Attend programs, classes, events _48%
Access computers and technology _ 38%

Individual work [ 249%
Access resources and services _ 33%
Research [N 249

Socialize -]7%
Group work -]O%
Other [ 4%

Respondents chose as many options as applied.
97% responded to this question.

N¥YE€ | Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

Library: New Spaces and Programs

rvation

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

ook [ 75
Computers and technology NN oo "l wish z‘ha'z‘ z‘he.re TS O
Quict work space [ books in this library
wif access | &%
Programs and classes _ 59%
Job training/ workforce development _ 41%
Classrooms and meeting rooms _ 38%
Homework/tutoring help _ 389%
Teens' space |G 36%
Hang out space _ 229
Off-site / mobile programs and events - 17%
other 3%

Respondents chose as many options as applied.
98% responded to this question.

Office of Neighborhood

Housing Presel
& Development

it

Strategies New Utrecht Library and Affordable Housing RFP | March 2026



What We Heard

Library: Serving the Community’s Needs

What is something you wish you could “A petter community room with AV

change about your library? technology” ..."that is available for
neighborhood gatherings. "

 The library is deeply valued, but it is at capacity.
There is overcrowding, limited seating, long bathroom waits,
and competition for quiet space.

"Seats get taken up fast as there are
many students who live in this
neighborhood"”

 More programming—especially for adults, teens, and

families outside school hours—and longer hours. “The bathrooms are super old,

 Expand and modernize library spaces to include flexible, need more than two."
patron areas and improve safety and maintenance.

 Bathrooms, water fountains and basic infrastructure

need significant improvement to support heavy daily use. 'Better spaces to work quietly as

an individual. "

64% responded to this question.

Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

Other Ground Floor Uses - Community Spaces

There was not a majority consensus on preferred community spaces in addition to the library.

0% 20% 40% 60%
O "
Arts or cultural [EEEEE T 37% “Affordable recreational
Indoor recreation [ 220/, space for seniors and children
144
After school programs [N 28% to go fo for all seasons.

Community gathering space _ 25%
Job training or education _ 24%
Childcare or daycare -]6%

Senior Center -]5%
Other [ 9%
Healthcare -7%

Respondents chose as many options as applied.
90% responded to this question.

Office of Neighborhood
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Who We Heard From

Other Ground Floor Uses - Commercial and Retail Needs

There was not a majority consensus on preferred commercial uses in addition to the library.

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% “Affordable

Small scale retail or specialty store _ 349 family friendly

Grocery Store _ 28% low-cost gym
restauran: N 28%

Coffee shop or bodega [T 279 ‘
offee shop or bodega 27% None of the above,
Other[ = 27% we have enough of all
Pharmacy or convenient store - 16% of those options!”

Respondents chose as many options as applied.
84% responded to this question.

NW¥YE | Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

Potential Rezoning and Building Form

« There were a range of opinions shared about
the sizes and heights of the new buildings.

« Concerns about impacts of the development

“As long as it's accessible inside and
out, the shape doesn't matter."”

on surrounding properties and existing “It needs to consider sunlight, the shortcut

services and infrastructure. walking path currently through the parking lot,
« Height and density should be concentrated sidewalk space, managing foot traffic in an

along 86th Street, with a smaller building already congested area.”

along 85th.

“l understand the desire for this building to fit

into the surrounding neighborhood, but | think

this city is one that is always changing... So if
we have a new, tall building on the library lot, as

"l have concerns about the “Where are the ol ’
impact on our already densely people going to long as the housing /s'af' 1 or dfble / don't care
populated neighborhood."” park?” how big it is.

Office of Neighborhood
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Updated Rezoning Proposal

New library with primary entrance on 86t" St, /\ &

« Library phasing is left flexible. = =
* Approx. 220-290 affordable homes. T & A ] i :Azx.sﬂ,EIGHT:/
 86th Street: -93

« (C4-5D (R7D) District
«  Approx. 9-12 stories /
« Commercial uses permitted
« 85th Street:
« R6A District

Legend
«  Approx. 6-9 —egenc ™~
i Housin '
stories 9 A NOTE:This illustration shows one example of
: New Library - ' what could be built under the proposed zoning.

« Lower density . N Ny The final design could change in shape,

context Other Community Amenities height, and where the library is placed, but it

would remain within the dotted lines.

Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

LELGEVVEVE

Library Rezoning and Building Form

* New Utrecht Library is not meeting the current « Advocacy for a lower-density
demand: inefficient spaces and outdated rezoning option that is more responsive to
infrastructure. existing neighborhood scale.

«  Strong support for increasing library hours, « Concerns about neighborhood impacts.
programs, and book collections. . Larger building on 86th, shorter on 85t

 Flexible spaces.

« Concerns about the impact of construction on Other Non-Residential Uses

library programs and services.
« Concerns about losing public parking.

- « No majority consensus on other potential
Aftfordable Housmg uses; commercial uses are lower priority.
* Housing for all groups, but especially seniors and . Interest in accessible outdoor green
households with children. space, indoor recreation, arts and culture.
« Housing for a range of incomes. Preference for lower . Ensure other uses are not duplicative of
incomes that reflect the surrounding community. the library.

Office of Neighborhood
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RFP and Community Visioning Process

Development Process

Community
Visioning

Fall 2025

Open
Request

!

Submissions
Review

\
,.t;-

©

Early 2026 ¢ Summer-

Fall 2026

Issue RFP and publish
Community Visioning Report

Office of Neighborhood

e | Strategies

Developer
Designation

Late 2026

Public
Approvals

r [v
-

Construction

v
A

=
X

98 28 28 28

XX

X

OO

@

Housing
Lottery

.

Vi dsfa

W TS
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RFP and Community Visioning Process

Development Process

RFP criteriato include:

S  Thoughtful response to community feedback
pen

Request  Residential program

 Library requirements

 Quality of design and creativity

 Financial feasibility

« Development team experience

| Office of Neighborhood
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EMAIL: NewUtrechtLibrary@hpd.nyc.gov

WEBSITE: nyc.gov/newutrechtlibrary

New
Utrecht
Library

m

Housing Preservation
& Development
Office of Neighborhood

Strategies

Public’ Library
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Library: How Do You Hear About Events and Programs

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

At the library _ /1%
Library website — 53%
Email or news blasts _ 27%
Word of mouth _ 249,

Social Media _ 21%
Child's school [ 10%

Local businesses or organizations - 79%

Other . 49

Respondents chose as many options as applied.
97% responded to this question.

N¥YE€ | Office of Neighborhood
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Library: Neighborhood Uses

Other than the library, what

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
groups and services do you Park/ garden [N '/ 5%
use in your neighborhood? community Center | 2O %

school | 4 O %
Place of worship _ 24%
community groups |G 24 %
Senior Center -18%
Arts organizations or groups -]8%
Museum - 17%

Social Services -16%
Job training program -]3%

Other I2%

Respondents chose as many options as applied.
94% responded to this question.

Office of Neighborhood ] .
New Utrecht Library and Affordable Housing RFP | March 2026
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Who We Heard From

Visiting the Library: Closest Branch to Residence

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

New Utrecht Liorary (06| 7 4%

Dyker Library (13th Avenue and 82nd Street) - 1595

Other - 12%

Highlawn Library (Kings Highway 0
and W.13th Street) . 6%
Central Library (Grand Army Plaza) |'|%

Respondents chose as many options as applied.
98% responded to this question.

N¥YE€ | Office of Neighborhood
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Who We Heard From

Visiting the Library: Most Visited Branch

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

New Utrecht Library (66tr) - I 7%

Dyker Library (13th Avenue and 82nd Street) - 119%

Other -9%

Highlawn Library (Kings Highway and 0
W. 13th Street) .4/0
Central Library (Grand Army Plaza) l3%

Respondents chose as many options as applied.
98% responded to this question.

N¥YE€ | Office of Neighborhood
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Who We Heard From

Language Preference

1%
English
Chinese 17%
Russian -
Spanish 3%
Arabic BE2

Korean k4

Urdu BEA

85% responded to this question.
N¥E€ | Office of Neighborhood

‘- | Strategies New Utrecht Library and Affordable Housing RFP | March 2026



Who We Heard From

Age

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
Under18yearsold (9%

18 to 24 8%

2510 34 169

34 1o 44 239,

45 to 54 26%
55to 64 119

64+ 14%

86% responded to this question.
N¥YE€ | Office of Neighborhood
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Who We Heard From

Housing Description

I/Ave rent my home
|/we rent with a voucher -

I/ve rent in a NYCHA apartment 0%

l/wve own my home

I/we are temporarily staying with

[0)
family, friends, or in shelter =

I'm not sure WA

94% responded to this question.

N¥YE€ | Office of Neighborhood
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Who We Heard From

Household Size

0% 10% 20% 30%
ii‘ 1 person _]2%
i 2 peopi- I 15%
i 3 peorlc N 27%
fih  peoric I 30%
piiee S eeorle MINT7.2%
pididh o peoric IINS.1%

85% responded to this question.
Office of Neighborhood
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Who We Heard From

Household Income

0% 10% 20%

Under $25,000 peryear |10
$25,000 - $49,999 peryear | 40
$50,000 - $74,999 peryear | 507
$75,000 - $99,999 peryear [ 50y,

$100,000 - $124,999 per year [N 13%,
$125,000 - $149,999 per year [ 7%,
$150,000 - $174,999 per year [ 770

More than $175,000 peryear [ 60,

86% responded to this question.
Office of Neighborhood
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Who We Heard From

Race and Ethnicity

Race and Ethnicity Multiples Racial/Ethnic
Groups and/or “Other”

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Asian _ 47%
white [ 37%
Hispanic or Latino/a -12%
Other -5%
Black or African American - 4%
Middle Eastern or North African .3%

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander|-|.4%

American Indian or Alaska Native I]%

Selected two or more racial/ethnic
groups and/or selected “other”

Selected one racial/ethnic group -

Respondents chose as many options as applied.
86% responded to this question.

N¥YE€ | Office of Neighborhood
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Precedents
Sunset Park Library (BPL)

Construction Completion: Fall 2023
* New Sunset Park Library
» 49 affordable housing homes

Community space and recording studio

Office of Neighborhood
Strategies

New Utrecht Library and Affordable Housing RFP | March 2026
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Precedents
Inwood Library (NYPL)

Construction Completion: Spring 2024

* New Inwood Library
* 174 affordable housing homes
« Community center and Universal Pre-K

| ¢ &

Office of Neighborhood ] . 45
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Precedents
Grand Concourse Library (NYPL)

Developer announced in 2025

« New Grand Concourse Library

* 113 affordable housing homes
 Community spaces for children, teens, and families

Ll ¥l
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Project Background

NYC Housing Crisis

Low Vacancy Rates:
« Historic low of 1.4% of apartments are vacant citywide.

 Lessthan 1% of apartments that rent for less than
$1,650 per month are vacant.

Sources:
2023 New York City Housing and Vacancy Survey (NYCHVS)

| Office of Neighborhood
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Project Background

Affordable Housing Development on City-Owned Land

 High quality affordable housing development for many different types of New Yorkers,
including:
* Multifamily housing
« Senior housing
» Supportive housing with social services
» Set-asides for families coming from shelter

« Homeownership opportunities
« Citywide design standards and project-specific design guidelines.
 Climate resiliency and sustainability requirements.
 Opportunities for minority- and women-owned businesses (M/WBEs) and non-profit

developers.

| Office of Neighborhood
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