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1.

Introduction



Introduction

Grand Concourse Library and Affordable Housing

HPD and NYPL are planning
for the redevelopment of the
Grand Concourse Library with a
new state-of-the-art library
and affordable housing on top.

: . Public
Housing Preservation

& Development Li b ra ry
Office of Neighborhood

Strategies
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Introduction
Site Description and Context

155 East 173rd Street, Bronx,
Community District 4

8,864 SF lot
Built in 1959
B/D trains (174-175 Street)

Across the street from the Claremont
BronxCare campus; near P.S. 70, P.S.
402, and Claremont Park.

$13.5 million in City Capital funding is
currently allocated for facade and
HVAC-related work

"VS? g{:ﬁg;‘;ge'ghborhmd Grand Concourse Library and Affordable Housing RFP | September 16, 2024 5




Project Background
The New Grand Concourse Branch

Brand new building.

Fully accessible entrance.

Improved layout that is efficient and
easy to navigate.

Improved spaces for children, teens
and adults, including community
rooms for program needs.

All new mechanical systems for
heating and cooling.

Technology upgrades.
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Community Engagement
Key Stakeholders

Community Board 4

Library patrons

Community members

Neighboring schools,
institutions, local orgs

Local elected officials
ry
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Community Engagement

Engagement Strategy

NYCHOUSING
' . < Posts < e W B
* Project websit
O e C e S e @ nychousing &
The New York Public Library
_ Branch Update
° Ema|| bIaStS New Grand Concourse
Library and Affordable BsariFhiean Affordable Housing and
Housing ’ a New Grand Concourse
L 3 -
rar
® S ] I d ] communlty worKShOP The New York Public Library invites you to Fiary
- The NYC Di t t of Housing
O C I a I I I e I a join us for a workshop on Wednesday that p“‘:"servatiff‘:;:;;;’lopfnf,": e
G will help shape the future of the Grand The New York Public Library are planning
c?_ri‘lfroa‘:ryse f to redevelop the Grand Concourse branch
Concourse Commumty» with 100% affordable housing and a new
state-of-the-art library.
[ J

Tabling and

The New York City Department of Housing ’
Share your ideas for the affordable
Preservation & Development (HPD) and The ouains snd e new by
Come share New York Public Library (NYPL) are o s
. 1 exploring options to build a new Grand
yOU r ldeas° Concourse Library and create new affordable
housing at the current library location, 155 ang

Concourse

. . o Q n East 173 Street. A Community Visioning 11124
[ Q 't 58 8 Y7o Workshop will be held on June 12 to give
u e S I O n n a I re neighborhood residents the opportunity to

nychousing We're hosting a Community Visioning offer input that will help shape the future
Workshop next Wednesday to discuss the
redevelopment of the Grand Conceurse Library and fevslnpmant

P u b I i C WO r kS h O p new affordable housing!

Plans for the new and improved library will include a 4 v~ Reply to All
fully accessible entrance, improved layout,

A Qa @& ® o || = @O

Mail Calendar Apps

flyering

Office of Neighborhood
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Community Engagement
6/12 Community Visioning Workshop

Office of Neighborhood
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Community Engagement

Timeline and Highlights

udet with Councilmember Feliz
Early Met with Borough President Gibson’s office

2024
Met with BX CB4's Housing and Land Use Committee
April

Launched project website and online questionnaire

Tabled at New Settlement Community Center

Tabled at the Grand Concourse Library
Tabled at the Grand Concourse Library

9 Ta b I i n g E ve n‘t S Held Community Visi_oning Workshop at the
Grand Concourse Library

Tabled at New Settlement Community Center
May-July Tabled at P.S. 053 end-of-year celebration
Tabled at the Grand Concourse Library
Tabled at the Mt. Eden Market

Tabled at the Grand Concourse Library

33 Public Workshop Participants

HPD's Assistant Commissioner
interviewed on Levantate NY

Tabled at the Mt. Eden Market

\.Met with CM Feliz
August-September Report-Back Meeting

Release RFP!
Fall 2024 .\ >

270 Questionnaire Responses

Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

Who We Heard From

Connection to the neighborhood

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Hive here | 58 %
| work and/or go to school here [N 37%

| spend time with family and/or friends here -32%
| shop at businesses and/or use services here -22%

'm not sure/l don’t have one |3%

Respondents chose as many options as applied.
99% responded to this question.

ZIP Code

* 91% of respondents live in the Bronx.

* 67% live in a ZIP code adjacent to the library.

99% responded to this question.

NW¥E | Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

Grand Concourse Library Patronage

39% of respondents visit the library weekly,
and 50% visit at least once a month.

Multiple times a week PR
Once a week JFA%

Once a month ke
Afewtimesayear

| have never visited the Grand
Concourse Library branch

100% responded to this question.
Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

Housing: Who Needs Housing

A majority of respondents felt households with children

have the greatest need for housing at this site.

“It should be for people in need in the
community. For example, homeless,
0% 20% 40% 60%

H hold b ahildl 5 families in overcrowded living
ouseholds with children _526 environments, working families.”
seniors [N 29%

Homeless families and individuals [N V"7 %, “It should help single moms trying to
Young adults _2-7% [do] the best [for] their kids. Qr have
a parent to take care of (seniors).”
People with disabilities |G 22%
Single people [N 16% “It is very hard to find affordable
Other . 5% housing near public transit, a hospital,

post office, banks, and stores.”

Respondents chose up to two options.
97% responded to this question.
Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

Housing: Rental or Homeownership

A majority of respondents felt rental housing is most needed
in the neighborhood around the library.

A B C

. $50,000. $80,000,  $120,000,

S — ———— : Rental gErs
$0% §$55?,oo§o $s?30,ofﬁoog §13§,oo.§ | Horeowrarehio
$O§ . $65,000 , $100,000; $150,000; .
$0 . $70000,  $10,000. . $170,000,

$185,000,

Homeownership available only to households with “C"” incomes above.

98% responded to this question.
Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

Housing: Incomes Served

A majority of respondents indicated preference for affordable units

for lower income households.
0% 20% 40% o60% 80% 100%

A B ¢ A 84%

e o)
P i! $?o,ogoo $s;30,oéoo $1?o,oéoo - 359
:‘E’O 'i'w$ Y ISR ©  ENEEEEEa G c .-l-l%
;39 titi®$o $65 ooq $1<§)o.o§oo 5 $1%r,-o,c?ooé
J e e e e : : : : : : : H : : i :
z . '!I!”!\F$ “Affordability “The housing tiers
LR should reflect the should definitely
: income of the include mixed income
Homeownership available only to households with “C” incomes above. community t h" > b‘{ t have more of a
housing facility swing towards lower
will serve.” income.”

Respondents chose as many options as applied.
98% responded to this question.

Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard
Library: In-Person

Services Rated as “Extremely Important”

Using computers, Wi-Fi, or printers

Receiving in-person expert research,
career, and small business help

Borrowing print books
Attending in-person classes,

programs, or events for adults

Attending in-person programs for
my child or a child | take care of

Receiving in-person academic
support and college advising

Attending in-person programs and
events for teens

Borrowing other materials (DVDs,
CDs, magazines, etc.)

Borrowing physical audiobooks

Office of Neighborhood

80%

0% 20% 40% 60%
- [
- Rz “Be a hub for learning”
I -5
_ 549 “Be a resource center”

100% responded to this question.

Strategies
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What We Heard

Library Space Characteristics Rated as “"Extremely Important”

o
pd

I

20% 40% 60% 80%

Free Wireless internet access

83%

Spaces for children, quiet areas, and
spaces for community meetings and
749 interaction. Accessibility for all ages
and disabilities.

Free public computers and updated
technology

Table space to read, work, rest, or study

Adult learning spaces for classes, such as
English classes for Speakers of Other
Languages, classes for seniors, job training, etc.

68%

“Being a “3rd place” for not just the
youth but people in general.”

Dedicated children’s space for storytime and
other reading activities and programs

68%

Technology content offerings and training
space

65%

Reserved spaces for projects, book clubs,
foreign language clubs, business or
community meetings, and other activities

61%

Dedicated teen space for schoolwork,
meet-ups or relaxing

Grab-and-go areas to quickly browse and
check out books, magazines, and media

52%

99% responded to this question.
Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

Library: Serving the Community’s Needs

How can the Grand Concourse Library
best serve you and your community’s

2?
heeds “Be a space for all”

» Expanding print materials and programming.

« Ensuring increased accessibility and extended “Open seven days a week”

open hours, including during construction.

. . . . . Classes and programs for people
Offering diverse and inclusive spaces for all ages. Y
* Providing quiet zones.

« Hosting a variety of educational and community Continue to provide programming
events. and services during construction.

46% responded to this question.

NW¥E | Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

Potential Rezoning and Building Form

« Two-Story Library

BronxCare

New Library / Hospital
B oUSINGIN (18 floors)
(14-21 floors)
] BronxCare F
- - - & Medical/
| |
« Existin g Zonin g. |Residential

(20 floors) ek
5

50-60 homes*

Capri 7

- Proposed Zoning N\ rpartments
(with City of Yes): |
90-100 homes™*

*Number of homes could vary based on
housing program and unit size.
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What We Heard

Potential Rezoning and Building Form

 Support for rezoning to maximize the number

and size of affordable homes built. “Please build as big and tall as

« There are other taller buildings in the area, but possible, to maximize the number
we should still be aware of the building height of units. NYC desperately needs
compared to adjacent buildings. denser new housing. This is

already a high density, transit-

 Building setbacks (“wedding cake analogy’) B T [ e e

would improve perception of the building from
the street.

Office of Neighborhood
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What We Heard

General Comments and Takeaways

Library Affordable Housing

Support for extended hours and improved  Supportto maximize number and size
accessibility. of affordable homes built.

 |Importance of youth and teen « Ensure the housing is truly affordable
programming. and reflects incomes in the community.

 Expand programming related to health,  Prioritize housing for long-term New
technology, financial literacy, and the arts. Yorkers, low-income families, seniors,

o Desire for more quiet zones, Study rooms, and individuals with mental disabilities
and computer stations. or those receiving public assistance.

« Importance of multilingual resources and * HPD'’s homeownership program does
services. not reflect income levels in this

- , community.
« Provide temporary space and services y

during library closure.

| Office of Neighborhood

Strategies Grand Concourse Library and Affordable Housing RFP | September 16, 2024 23



4.

Next Steps



RFP and Community Visioning Process

Development Process

Community | Open Submissions Developer Public Construction Housing
Visioning Request Review Designation Approvals Lottery
_ % é 'V 4 I |§-:o:o:o:< N
/ oMo S H .
i rat ) Wt

EEn
EEE

Spring Fall Winter Summer
2024 2024 2025 2025

|

Issue RFP and publish
Community Visioning Report

Office of Neighborhood
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RFP and Community Visioning Process

Development Process

RFP criteriato include:

S  Thoughtful response to community feedback
pen

Request  Residential program

 Library program

 Quality of design and creativity

 Financial feasibility

« Development team experience

| Office of Neighborhood o6
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EMAIL: GrandConcourselibrary@hpd.nyc.gov

WEBSITE: nyc.gov/grandconcourselibrary

Grand
Concourse
Library

New York
Housing Preservation PU bl IC
& Development Libra ry
Office of Neighborhood \ .’
Strategies
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