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STRATEGIES

1. Strengthen the Coastal Edge

Edgemere needs a coastal protection feature that can protect against 
flooding, but also enhance active living and neighborhood ecology. The City 
will work with residents to advance a coastal protection feature that will 
protect against shoreline erosion and flooding from sea level rise.

  

2. Adapt to Increased Flood Risk

Through Build it Back, the City will work with residents to facilitate relocation 
away from extreme flood hazard. The City will also partner with community 
members to improve and activate waterfront spaces through open space, 
recreational uses, and community gardens. 

3. Create Waterfront Connections

Because the waterfront remains largely inaccessible to the community, the 
City will prioritize projects that will improve waterfront access, such as 
improvements to Bayswater Park, development of a Bay Side Nature Trail as 
proposed in the Rockaways Parks Conceptual Plan, and completion of the NYC 
Parks Rockaway Beach and Boardwalk Reconstruction project.

4. Improve Drainage and Water Quality

Edgemere’s flat topography, which is seven feet above sea level at its highest 
point, makes the neighborhood vulnerable to chronic flooding associated with 
heavy rain and tidal flooding. The neighborhood’s high groundwater and sea 
level rise projections present further challenges for drainage and stormwater 
management. While new traditional sewers are under construction, Edgemere 
requires alternative drainage solutions that include natural features that can 
hold excess stormwater. 


