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MEETING Agenda
• Brownsville Plan background, process, and goals

• Progress updates by strategy

• Longer-term projects

• Questions

• Community Updates
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PROCESS
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PROCESS
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PROCESS

Text your response!
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Plan release – June 1, 2017
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Implementation
• Internal tracking with Mayor’s Office of Operations

• Annual progress reports with an updated public project 
tracker, including:
• Responsible agency/organization
• Timeline
• Status

• Community Partners group, to be re-convened by 
Community Board 16, meets with the City twice a year
• Also present at full Community Board meeting
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2ND ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT 2019
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Neighborhood Goals

1. Achieve equitable health outcomes

2. Improve neighborhood safety

3. Promote community economic development

4. Foster local arts and identity
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Neighborhood Strategies
01 Promote active mixed-use corridors

02 Improve connections throughout the neighborhood

03 Create active and safe public spaces

04 Provide resources to support healthy lifestyles

05 Connect Brownsville residents to jobs and job 
training

06 Support small businesses and aspiring entrepreneurs

07 Improve housing stability and support residents at 
risk of displacement

08 Support capacity building for local organizations
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PROGRESS UPDATES
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01 Promote active mixed-use corridors
Highlights:
• Rockaway Ave MTA station pedestrian 

lighting pilot
• Expanded to include intersection at 

Livonia Avenue and Chester Street
• Livonia Avenue Streetscape Plan 

anticipated release early 2020

• New mixed-use affordable developments 
on vacant lots:

• About 700 homes in developments 
currently under construction or 
starting construction this summer

• Including 2 sites currently being 
marketed within CB16

• RFP Sites currently in pre-development 
stage preparing for environmental and 
land use review.

Rendering of Ebenezer Plaza, 532 affordable homes for a range 
of incomes that will include ground-floor retail space, community 
facility space, and new church sanctuary. Phase I began 
construction in July 2018, and Phase II began summer 2019.

Rockaway Ave station under the elevated train - DOT
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New affordable housing development

• Brownsville arts center
• Glenmore manor
• Livonia 4

+ not pictured:
Scattered-Site rental 
and homeownership 
buildings  
Under construction:
• Mother Gaston Hinsdale NIHOP
design and Predevelopment:
• Bed-Stuy EAST and Weeksville NIHOP
• Van Buren Greene  Brownsville
• Brownsville North & South NCP
• East NY/Brownsville NIHOP
ULURP – Publicly approved
• Brownsville north/ocean hill NCP
• Brownsville south NCP

Brownsville RFP sites (orange)

Stone House (done)

Van Dyke III (UNDR CONSTR)

603 Mother Gaston Blvd (done)

Ebenezer Plaza (UNDR CONST)210-214 Hegeman (UNDR CONST)Marcus Garvey Ext. (CONST - 2020)Edwin’s Place (UNDR CONST)

Affordable Mixed-Use
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Brownsville RFP Site SELECTED Proposals

The Brownsville Arts 
Center and 
Apartments
Rockaway ave -arts and Culture

Glenmore Manor 
Apartments + Bville Hub 
Christopher-Glenmore - innovation and 
entrepreneurship

Livonia 4 
Livonia Ave - healthy living and food systems

Major Milestones:
• RFP Release 2017

• Review and selection 2018

• Predevelopment (1-2 yrs)
• Environmental and land use review (1-1.5 yrs)

• Finalizing project and financial closing (~1yr)

• Phased construction (2-4 yrs)

• Marketing and lease up
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02 Improve connections throughout 
the neighborhood

Highlights:
• MOCJ continuing to lead public 

workshops on Safe Places and Active 
Spaces guide 

• Outreach at NYCHA developments for 
implementation of new street crossings 
and traffic signals 

• Brownsville Pedestrian Safety 
Improvements project initiated by DOT

• Final design development underway for 
accessibility improvements and link 
between Livonia Avenue and Junius 
Street stations 

B Lit Event– Credit: BCJC/MOCJ
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DOHMH supported Bike NY to give away bikes in June 2019



03 Create active and safe public spaces
Highlights:
• Newport Playground Renovations

• Reopened Summer 2019
• Comfort Station improvements 

anticipated completion Summer 2020
• Betsy Head Park Renovations

• Phase I construction ongoing 
• Phase II began September 2019 
• Comfort Station at Imagination 

Playground is anticipated in Spring 
2020

• MOCJ continuing to work through the 
Mayor’s Action Plan for Neighborhood 
Safety, renovations of Brownsville Houses 
Community Center, and new cameras and 
lighting around Brownsville Playground

Newport Playground - DPR
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Betsy Head Park Skate Park - DPR



Highlights:
• In 2019, Building Healthy Communities 

awarded $32,000 to support CBOs in 
activating healthy programming

• Capacity building grant developed to 
support community gardens – winners 
to be announced at end of February

• Design phase for Brownsville Recreation 
Center complete; developing construction 
timeline 

• Family Wellness Suite completed at the 
Brownsville Neighborhood Health Action 
Center 

04 Provide resources to support 
healthy lifestyles

Brownsville Recreation Center (BRC) new entrance design. 
Credit: Parks
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Family Wellness Suite at Brownsville Health Action Center



Highlights

• Enrolled 3,104 Brownsville youth in Summer 
Youth Employment Program for Summer 
2019.

• 342 youth ages 14-15 participating in project 
based learning sites

• Brownsville Community Justice Center
• Mt. Sinai Adolescent Health Center
• Center for Court Innovation
• Brooklyn Public Library – Stone Avenue Branch

• MOCJ continuing rolling recruitment of 
Brownsville youth for workforce training in 
green industries (energy efficiency, water 
systems, recycling, composting, etc.)

05 Connect Brownsville residents 
to jobs and job training

Young Innovators Pilot Program cohort - MOCTO

Green City Force youth in Brownsville. Credit: GCF
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Highlights:

• SBS launched applications for CBOs of 
Brownsville to provide up to $300,000 of 
funding for commercial revitalization services 

• Pitkin Avenue BID awarded second New York 
Main Street grant for additional storefront 
improvements

• Expected completion of 181 Powell St 
industrial building Summer 2020

06 Support small businesses and 
aspiring entrepreneurs

Small Business Services Mobile Unit in Jun 2019- SBS

Storefront improvements of 1701 Pitkin (before and after)
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07 Improve housing stability and support 
residents at risk of displacement

Highlights

• Lease up Ebenezer Plaza Phase I 

• Supporting homeowners, property owners, and 
preserving affordability

• Hosting tenant and homeowner/landlord 
resource fairs and property owner clinics 

• Providing anti-eviction free legal services and 
Homebase homelessness prevention services

• Development of City-owned infill sites for 
affordable rentals and co-op homeownership for 
first-time buyers

• Launching housing quality and stability working 
group with CB16

Housing Ambassador helps resident apply for 
affordable housing. Credit: HPD

The Center for New York City Neighborhoods’ 
Homeowner help desk

20



Highlights:

• Fall 2019 NSTAT meeting convened to 
brainstorm ideas for projects that support 
community safety and well-being

• Development of the Brownsville Arts 
Center at the Rockaway-Chester RFP 
site

08 Support capacity building 
for local organizations

Brownsville NSTAT Meeting, fall 2018. Credit: Center for 
Court Innovation

Brownsville Arts Center proposed at Rockaway-Chester RFP site. 
Credit: BRIC, Brooklyn Music School, Purelements, Bluesea
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Upcoming projects
Spring/Summer 2020

• Continued construction of Betsy Head Park Phase I, Ebenezer Plaza, and three 
other affordable housing developments

• Betsy Head Phase II construction start

• Betsy Head comfort station renovation start

• Brownsville Plan Third Annual Progress Report release

• Announcement of recipients for funding of community gardens to increase 
capacity 

• Extension of Rockaway/Livonia pilot lighting project and anticipated release of the 
Livonia Streetscape Plan

• Launch of housing quality and stability stakeholder group
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• MTA  Livonia Ave. and Junius St. accessibility

• DOT pedestrian improvements and bike lane expansions

• Construction of BRC, Betsy Head Park, Newport Playground, and 181 
Powell Street renovations

• Construction and other public land use review processes of new 
affordable housing developments on City-owned sites

• Hiring outreach plan implementation and networking event for local 
contractors and subcontractors with Brownsville RFP awardees

Longer-Term Projects in Progress
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Questions?
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