
NEW YORK CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT 
2019-2020 Fire and Emergency Preparedness Bulletin 
 
APARTMENT BUILDING FIRE SAFETY 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The top 5 causes of accidental fires in New York City (in 2018) are: 
• Electrical Malfunction 
• Smoking 
• Candles and Other Open Flames 
• Heating System 
• Cooking Carelessness 

 
2. The top 3 causes of fire deaths in New York City (in 2018) are: 

• Candles and Other Open Flames 
• Electrical Malfunction 
• Smoking 

 
3. More than 70% of fatal fires occur in homes without a working smoke 

alarm. 
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WHAT YOU CAN DO: 
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APARTMENT BUILDING EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
 
Coastal storms cause life-threatening storm surges, 
flooding, high wind conditions and utility disruptions.  
Hurricanes alone have caused more than 200 deaths 
in New York City over the last century. 

Heat.  Heat causes more fatalities annually in New 
York City than any other extreme weather event.  In 
recent years, more than 80% of heat stroke victims 
were people who lived in apartments without air 
conditioning. 

Medical Emergencies.  New York City 911 
received more than 1.5 million calls for emergency 
medical assistance in 2018.  

Utility Disruptions.  Power outages may occur due 
to heat, storms and other causes. New York City 
experienced widespread power outages (blackouts) 
on November 9, 1965, July 14, 1977 and August 14, 
2003.  On July 13, 2019, there was one on the 
Upper West Side of Manhattan. During power 
outages, apartments above the sixth floor may not 
have water due to non-working pumps. 
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WHAT YOU CAN DO: 
 

 1. Inform yourself about emergency preparedness. 
 

• Fire Safety Notice: Read the Fire Safety Notice 
on the back of your apartment door as to 
whether to leave (evacuate) or stay (shelter in 
place) in a fire.  No notice on your apartment 
door?  Contact your building owner/manager, or 
notify the Fire Department at 
FDNY.BusinessSupport@fdny.nyc.gov. 

 
 • NYC Apartment Building Emergency 

Preparedness Guide. Read the Guide,   
including the Building Information about your 
building!  Didn’t get one?  Contact your building 
owner/manager or notify the Fire Department at 
FDNY.BusinessSupport@fdny.nyc.gov. 

 
• Emergency Preparedness/Evacuation 

Checklist.  Look for it in the next few months!  
It is designed to help you develop your own 
escape/evacuation plan. 

 
2. Prepare an escape/evacuation plan. Make sure you know what you need   

to know in case you have to leave your building in an emergency.  For 
example, do you know the location of all of the stairwells in your building and 
where they go? 

 
3. Talk about emergency preparedness.  Is your building ready for an 

emergency? Have a discussion with building management and your 
neighbors. 

 
4. Stay informed.  Notify NYC is the City’s official source of information about 

emergency situations. Sign up at NYC.gov/notifynyc or by calling 311. 
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