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In Re NYC - Departnent of Sanitation Public Hearing
March 5, 2026

___________________________________________________ X
REMOTE PUBLI C HEARI NG
NEW YORK CI TY DEPARTMENT OF SANI TATI ON NOTI CE OF
PUBLI C HEARI NG AND OPPORTUNI TY TO COMMENT ON
PROPOSED RULES
___________________________________________________ X

Hel d Renotely
Via Mcrosoft Teans

DATE: March 5, 2026
TI ME: 10: 02 a. m

REMOTE PUBLI C HEARI NG in the
above-referenced matter, held via videoconference at
t he above time, before Sabrina Brown Stewart, a

Notary Public of the State of New YorKk.
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APPEARANCES:
ANl SSA BADEA - Counsel, NYC Department of Sanitation

S PEAKERK

JUSTI N WOOD - New York Lawyers for the Public
| nt er est
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March 5, 2026

MS. BADEA: Good norning and wel cone.
My name is Anissa Badea, and |I'm counsel for
t he Departnment of sanitation. Thank you for
attending this public hearing this morning.

DSNY i s conducting this remote hearing
I n accordance with the requirements of the
City Adm nistrative Procedure Act. The
purpose of this hearing is to receive
comments fromthe public on DSNY's proposed
rule relating to the inmplementation of the
Comer ci al Wast Zone program and infrequent
wast e generators. This rule was published by
DSNY in the City Record on February 3, 2026,
with a schedul ed hearing date of today,
March 5, 2026. Additionally, DSNY e-mail ed
copies of the rule to all New York City | ocal
el ected officials, the City's 59 community
boards, media and interested parties, and
publ i shed the proposed rule on its website.

In 2019, New York City enacted Local
Law 199 requiring the establishment of a new
program for the collection of commerci al
waste. The program known as the Conmerci al
Wast e Zone program 1is a safe, efficient, and

conpetitive collection system designed to
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provide high-quality services to New York
City businesses while advancing the City's
waste diversion and sustainability goals.
Pursuant to Local Law 199, codified in
Title 16-B of the New York City

Adm ni strative Code, the geographic area of
New York City has been divided into 20
Commer ci al Waste Zones.

Pursuant to a request for proposal
process, three private carters providing
waste collection services were sel ected by
t he Departnment to serve businesses within
each Commercial Waste Zone, and five carters
were selected to provide citywi de
cont ai nerized commerci al waste collection
services to businesses that use dunmpsters and
conpactors. Selected carters are referred to
as awardees. The resulting contracts with
t he awardees include standards for pricing,
customer service, safety, environnmental
heal t h, and requirements to pronote the
City's commtnment to recycling and
sustainability.

Local Law 199 requires the Depart ment

to issue rules setting forth an
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i mpl ementation start and final inplementation
date for each Commerci al Waste Zones
established. Different inmplementation start
and end dates may be established for
di fferent Commercial Waste Zones. The
Department previously set the inplementation
start and end dates for the follow ng
Conmerci al Waste Zones; Queens Central, Bronx
East, Bronx West, Queens Northeast, Brooklyn
Sout h, Queens West, and Lower Manhatt an.
This rule would set the inplenmentation start
and final inplementation dates for the next
two zones, M dtown South and Staten |sland.
This rule would also remove the
I mpl ementation start and final inmplementation
dates for the Queens West zone. Subsequent
rules will set the inplenmentation dates for
the remaining 12 zones. Additionally,
Section 16-116(a) and (b) of the New York
City Adm nistrative Code require commerci al
establishments to have a Business Integrity
Comm ssion |icensed carter renove their
waste, and to post a sign noting the day and
time that such establishment's trade waste is

pi cked up. If an establishment renmoves its
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own waste, the sign nust note the
regi strati on number issued by the Business
Integrity Comm ssion.

Section 16-116 (c) exenmpts fromthese
requi rements any commerci al establishment
t hat generates infrequent or insignificant
amount s of waste, and authorizes the
Sanitation Conm ssioner to pronul gate rules
determ ni ng what constitutes infrequent waste
or insignificant ampunts of waste.

Section 1-06 of Title 16 of the rules of the
City of New York currently provides that
commerci al establishments nust generate | ess
t han one gallon of trade waste within a
seven-day period to neet the definition of

I nfrequent waste or insignificant amounts of
waste to be exenpt fromthe requirenments of
Section 16-116 (a) and (b).

This rule would create an application
process for commercial businesses to apply to
be considered a generator of infrequent
waste. This rule is necessary to ensure the
Department has a system for determning if a
busi ness is a generator of infrequent waste

and exempt from the requirements of
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7
Section 16-116 (a) and (b).

A court reporter is present today and
will record this hearing. You may present an

oral statenment or submt written conments
concerning the proposed rule. W have been
accepting witten comments on the proposed
rule since it was published. Today is the
deadl ine for subm ssion of witten comments.
Such comments may be e-mailed directly to
nycrul es@lsny. nyc. gov by today. DSNY wil |l
make avail able all copies of written comments
received through today, together with the
hearing transcript, for viewing on its
website within the next few weeks.

DSNY woul d carefully consider all oral
and written comments it receives. |'ll begin
calling those of you who wish to speak this
morning in the order in which you're assigned
to testify. MWhile the notice asked that
persons wi shing to testify sign up in advance
of this hearing, anyone wishing to testify
may sign up by indicating in the chat area
your name and affiliation, if any. When you
speak, please state your name and

affiliation, and speak slowly and clearly, so
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the court reporter can understand and
accurately record your statement. W also
ask that you limt your statement to three
m nutes. |If you would |like to speak, you can
add your name and affiliation, if any, to the
chat now.

Thank you. Justin Wbod, NYLPI, you can
go first.

MR. WOOD: Thank you and good norni ng.
My name is Justin Whod. |I'mthe director of
policy at New York Lawyers for the Public
Interest. We're a founding member of the
Transform Don't Trash NYC coalition, which
has been advocating for fundamental reform of
the City's sprawling commerci al waste system
for more than a decade. We offer the
foll owing conments on the proposed rul e,
setting a timeline for two additional
Commerci al Waste Zones in M dtown South and
Staten |sland.

First, we continue to strongly support
the rapid i mpl enmentation of Local Law 199,
mandating a citywide transition to a zone
commerci al waste system The clear intent of

the law is to sinmultaneously make the current
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i nefficient, dangerous, and polluting waste
system far nore transparent, accountabl e,
efficient, and safe, while giving the City
the tools it needs to sharply incentivize
reductions in the vast anounts of waste

di sposed in landfills and incinerators.

Foll owi ng the inmplementation of the
first five zones, we are supportive of DSNY's
proposal to move forward with two additional
zones, for a total of nine, by the end of
August 2026. | *'m just skipping ahead. We'l]l
submt these in writing.

Our second comment is that the eight
and ninth zones create opportunities to
advance environmental justice and waste
di version by utilizing public infrastructure.
We stress that the M dtown South zone is
close to the East 91st Street marine transfer
station, and that Commrercial Waste Zone
awar dees serving Manhattan customers could
operate nore efficient collection rounds and
reduce fuel, tolls, and | abor costs by using
the marine transfer station instead of
driving to private transfer stations and

outer borough environmental justice
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communi ties.

This and DSNY's other state-of-the-art
facilities were explicitly designed to accept
commerci al waste during overnight hours as
part of the current solid waste managenment
plan. We urge the Department to expedite a
study of the conpetitive price point and any
subsi di es necessary to incentivize haul ers
and awardees to use this facility as
envisioned in the solid waste management
pl an, and to partner with Manhattan awardees
to pilot comercial use of the MIS as soon as
possi bl e.

Simlarly, the Staten |Island zone
contains DSNY's Fresh Kills conpost facility
and a DSNY rail transfer station. These
centrally located facilities could be
efficiently utilized by the Staten | sl and
awardees to efficiently process conmmerci al
organi ¢ waste and refuse and support waste
di version programs while reducing | ocal
di esel truck mles and the associated costs.

Our third comment is that the roll out
of the new zones shoul d enphasize comer ci al

wast e diversion strategies and support for
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the small business customers. The CWZ annual
report published in October 2025 included the
first real-world data on vehicle mles
travel ed, quantities of waste collected for
di sposal and recycling and safety viol ations.
This initial report confirmed that consistent
with prior estimtes, only 26 percent of
commerci al waste collected in the first zone
was separated for recycling and conposting,
meani ng that nore than 74 percent is being
trucked to landfills and incinerators.
Reduci ng, donating, and recycling nore
of this vast quantity of waste generated by
di verse businesses is one of the sinmplest and
most | mmedi at e pat hways New York City has to
reduce greenhouse gas em ssions and reduce
t he high cost of our solid waste disposal
system So, we want to echo recommendati ons
we published | ast winter, "A People's Solid
Wast e Management Plan,"” and I'Il include a
| ink. And those recommendati ons include
passing |l ocal legislation to require all NYC
busi nesses and haulers to follow a uniform
set of separation rules for organics and

ot her recycl ables, and synchroni zing customer

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N DD N N MDD P P P P P P P P PP P
ag A W N B O © 00 N O O »d wWw N+, O

In Re NYC - Departnent of Sanitation Public Hearing

March 5, 2026
12

and public education messaging and materials
across both the commercial and residenti al
sectors.

We al so recomend i npl ementing
mechani snms to nore strongly incentivize the
awar dees to partner with custonmers to
I mpl ement waste reduction and recycling
progranms, including food donation, food
rescue, and organic waste recycling. And we
call for expediting conmpletion of a
commerci al waste characterization study.
Current |law gives the Departnment until 2032;
we think that's too late, to better enable
DSNY' s enforcenent personnel, the designated
awar dees and specialized subcontractors in
each zone to target educati on programm ng and
waste reduction services to maxim ze
di version.

Il will finally just say that as DSNY
enters into contracts with the haulers
desi gnated for each zone, we think the public
customers and various commercial waste zone
st akehol ders should be able to nore easily
access each conmpany's waste diversion plan,

customer education plans, VMI reduction
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pl ans, prices, and the names and
gualifications of all subcontractors and
facilities being utilized in each zone. So,
we think the best way to do this would be for
t he Department to publish and regularly
update a CWZ data dashboard, so that al
st akehol ders can eval uate progress toward the
many goals of Local 199 in each comunity.
Thank you for the opportunity to
testify and to submt these comments in
writing. We |look forward to a continued
partnership with the Department, with the
City Council, borough presidents, and with
t he many stakeholders in industry to ensure
that this innovative new system reaches its
envi sioned transformati onal potential.
Thank you.
MS. BADEA: Thank you.
| f anyone else would Iike to testify,
pl ease add your name and affiliation, if any,
into the chat.
(No response).
MS. BADEA: |'m going to keep this
hearing open in case others join and woul d

| i ke to provide testinony. So, we will keep
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it open for probably 10 to 15 nore m nutes.
For those who just joined, if you would Iike
to testify, please add into the chat your
name and affiliation, if any, and | will cal
on you.

MR. SPENCER: Hi. Quick question.

Did we m ss any testimony in the first
15 m nutes?

MS. BADEA: There was an opening
statement, and then there was one comment.
After the hearing, the hearing testinmony wil
all be posted, the transcript, on the
DSNY website probably in a few weeks, so you
can review any public comments that were
given earlier.

MR. SPENCER: Okay. Thank you very
much.

(Wher eupon, there was a brief
pause in the proceedings.)
MS. BADEA: As a rem nder, if you would

| i ke to provide a comment today, you can

write your nanme and affiliation, if any, into
the chat, and I'Il call on you.
Thank you.

(Wher eupon, there was a brief
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pause in the proceedings.)
MS. BADEA: Justin, did you have a
guestion?
MR. SANCHEZ: |If my hand was rai sed,
t hat was acci dental .
MS. BADEA: No worri es.
"' mgoing to keep the hearing open for
about five more m nutes. | f anybody woul d
| i ke to provide a comment, then please put
your name and affiliation into the chat.
(Wher eupon, there was a brief
pause in the proceedi ngs.)
MS. BADEA: Seeing that no one el se
wi shes to testify, | wanted to thank everyone
for comng today. Coments may still be
submtted to the Departnment via e-mail at
nyc. rul es@sny. nyc.gov. Coments may al so be
posted on the NYC Rules website. The
deadline is today.
Thank you.
MR. SANCHEZ: Thank you, everyone.
(TIME NOTED: 10:25 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF NEW YORK)
. SS
COUNTY OF QUEENS)

I, SABRI NA BROWN STEWART, a Notary Public
within and for the State of New York, do hereby
certify:

That the witness whose exam nation is
her ei nbefore set forth was duly sworn and that such
an exam nation is a true record of the testi nmony
given by such a witness.

| further certify that | am not related to
any of these parties to this action by bl ood or
marriage, and that | amnot in any way interested in
t he outconme of this matter.

IN W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand on this 13th day of March, 2026.

Sabruta Brows— et

Sabrina Brown Stewart
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