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In Re NYC Departnent of Sanitation Public Hearing
January 15, 2026

THE CITY OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF SANI TATI ON

PUBLI C HEARI NG TO AMEND RULES REGARDI NG
NOTI CE AND HEARI NG REQUI REMENTS FOR OWNERS,

LESSORS, LI ENHOLDERS AND OTHER | NTERESTED
PARTI ES OF CERTAI N ABANDONED VEHI CLES REMOVED

PURSUANT TO THE NEW YORK STATE VEHI CLE AND

TRAFFI C LAW

January 15, 2026
9:34 a.m

Renmotely via
M crosoft Teans

Julia M Speros
Court Reporter
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APPEARANCES

Madel ynn Liguori, Esqg.

Di rector of Regul atory Conpliance & Enforcement
Executi ve Agency Counsel

Depart ment of Sanitation

TESTI MONY Gl VEN BY THE FOLLOW NG | NDI VI DUALS:

Gal e Brewer, New York City Council Menber
District 6
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PROCEEDI NGS

MS. LIGUORI: Good morning and
wel come. My name is Madel ynn Liguori
| amthe Director of Regul atory
Conmpl i ance & Enforcenment and Executive
Agency Counsel for the Department of
Sanitation. Thank you for attending
this public hearing this nmorning.

DSNY i s conducting this remote
hearing in accordance with the
requi rements of the City Adm nistrative
Procedure Act. The purpose of this
hearing is to receive comments fromthe
public on DSNY's proposed rule relating
to notice and hearing requirements for
abandoned vehi cl es.

This rule was published by DSNY in
The City Record on Decenber 16, 2025,
with a schedul ed hearing date of today,
January 15, 2026. Additionally, DSNY
emai | ed copies of the rule to all New
York City local -elected officials, the
City's 59 comunity boards, media and
I nterested parties, and published the

proposed rule on its website.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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The New York City Department of
Sanitation is responsible for the
rempval of certain abandoned vehicles
within New York City. An abandoned
vehicle, as described in Section 1224(2)
of the New York State Vehicle and
Traffic Law, includes vehicles parked on
the street without |icense plates for
nmore than six hours.

This proposed rule would set forth
notice requirenments to ensure that
regi stered owners and ot her
ascertainable interested parties,

i ncl udi ng any |ienhol ders or other
persons with a |l egal claimor security
I nterest in an abandoned vehicle, are
notified and provided an opportunity to
claimthe vehicle before the abandoned
vehicle is dismantl ed, destroyed, or

di sposed of.

This proposed rule would al so
establish procedures for an interested
party to chall enge the removal of an
abandoned vehicle by DSNY or the fees

| mposed for towi ng and storage of an

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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abandoned vehicle.

Specifically, this proposed rule
woul d:

One, establish a notice process by
whi ch DSNY woul d send ascert ai nabl e
owners and interested parties, by
certified mail, return receipt
requested, or by email, if authorized, a
notice containing the follow ng
I nf ormati on:

A brief description of the abandoned
vehicle; the date of such vehicle's
removal ; instructions on how to redeem
such vehicle; all applicable tow ng and
storage fees; instructions on how to
request a hearing to chall enge the
removal of the vehicle and/or the
| mposition of towi ng and storage fees;
exampl es of docunents to denonstrate
that the interested party is entitled to
redeem such vehicle; and a statement of
DSNY' s right to have such vehicle
di smant| ed, destroyed, or otherw se
di sposed of, unless within 10 cal endar

days after the date on which such notice

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Is sent, an interested party presents
proof to the Department establishing

| awf ul entitlement to possession of such
vehicle and pays all applicable fees or
requests a hearing.

Two, provide an owner or interested
party with an opportunity, within 10
cal endar days from the date of the
notice, to either redeem an abandoned
vehicle or to challenge the renmoval of
such vehicle and/or the imposition of
any fees inposed.

Three, describe the procedure by
whi ch an abandoned vehicle can be
redeemed.

Four, set forth the procedure to
chal l enge the renoval of an abandoned
vehicle or the fees inmposed, which would
i nclude a virtual hearing schedul ed
within 72 hours of a hearing request,
subject to nodification based on a
request for a reasonabl e accommodati on.
A deci sion would be rendered within five
busi ness days and woul d constitute a

final agency determ nati on.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Five, state the applicable tow ng
and storage fees based on the wei ght of
a vehicle.

This proposed rule would ensure that
all interested parties receive notice
and an opportunity to be heard prior to
an abandoned vehicle being dismantl ed,
destroyed, or disposed of by DSNY.

A court reporter is present today
and will record the hearing. You may
present an oral statement or submt
written conments concerning the proposed
rule. We have been accepting witten
comments on the proposed rule since it
was published. Today is the deadline
for subm ssion of written comments.

Such comments may be email ed
directly to nycrul es@sny.nyc.gov by 5
p. m today.

DSNY wi | | make avail able a copy of
all written comments received through
t oday, together with the hearing
transcript, for viewing on its website
within the next few weeks. DSNY wi | |

carefully consider all coments it

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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recei ves today at the hearing and al
written comments it receives.

I will begin calling those of you
who wi sh to speak this morning in the
order in which you have signed up to
testify. MWhile the notice asked that
persons wishing to testify sign-up in
advance of this hearing, anyone wi shing
to testify at this time may do so by
i ndicating in the chat area that you
wish to testify by indicating your name
and affiliation, if any.

When you speak, please say your name
and affiliation, and speak slowly and
clearly so that the court reporter can
understand and accurately record your
statement. We also ask that you limt
your statenment to three m nutes.

As of right now, no one has signed
up to testify. We will keep the record
open in case anyone joins and we wil
ask if they would like to testify.

(Record remai ned open.)

MS. LI GUORI : Hi . For those that

just joined, the floor is open. |If you

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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would like to testify, you can pl ease --
you either indicate so in the chat or
use the "raise hand" function.

Hi, Counsel Menber Brewer. How are
you?

MS. BREWER: ['"'m wel | . | don't know
-- can you hear you?

MS. LIGUORI: We can hear you.

Woul d you like to testify?

MS. BREWER: It's nobre a question.

| can testify and basically have
been doing this constituent work for a
very long time and | have three
guesti ons.

One is just to clarify, Sanitation
and PD -- and who picks the cars without
the license plate, number one.

Nunmber two, probably not your issue,
but we know in Manhattan there's no tow
pound. You know, to the credit of
Andrew Cuomo, he closed the one in

Manhatt an and we' ve not been able to

find them
So, sonme of my concern is -- that |
hear fromthe PD -- is there's no place

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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to put the cars once they tow them and
so I'"'mjust interested in the bigger

pi cture of abandoned cars, how do we
handl e them and where do they go.

That's more, |like, questions than
testimony, but | can tell you, it's not
clear necessarily to people trying to
make the conpl aint and actually the
Mayor asked me about it recently cause
he didn't know.

So, | would |ove to have a
clarification. | don't know if that's
rel evant to today, but that's why |I'm on
this call and | appreciate you doing
this.

MS. LIGUORI: Thank you so much,
Counci |l Member Brewer.

Unfortunately, the public hearing is
really not for "Q and "A", but | would
be nore --

MS. BREWER: Okay.

MS. LIGUORI: -- happy -- and our
staff would be nore than happy to
di scuss all of these matters with you

of fline.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MS. BREWER: Sounds great.

MS. LIGUORI: But -- if that is okay
with you. | will have either Rebecca
Kri egman or M randa Al quist reach out to
you directly. W can have a neeting,
and we can discuss all of your
guestions, and hopefully get some
resolution for you if that works.

MS. BREWER: Okay. That woul d be
great, but | think nmy testinony is, it
is confusing to the public to understand
how and when cars are towed, and where
t hey go, and who is Sanitation towi ng
and who is PD towi ng.

That's my testinony today. Thank
you.

MS. LIGUORI: Thank you very much,
Counci | Menmber Brewer.

I f anyone wi shes to testify, you may
i ndicate so in the chat or use the
"rai se hand" function.

(Wher eupon, there was no response.)

(Record remai ned open.)

MS. LIGUORI: Thank you, everyone,

for attendi ng today's hearing.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Remember, coments can be submtted
until close of business today at -- via
emai | at nycrul es@sny. nyc. gov or they
can be posted on the NYC Rul es website.

Thank you very nmuch for attending
t he hearing today.

(Time noted: 10:01 a.m)

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK)
. SS
COUNTY OF NASSAU)

I, Julia M Speros, a Notary Public
within and for the State of New York, do hereby
certify:

| reported the proceedings in the
within-entitled matter, and that the within
transcript is a true record of such proceedi ngs
to the best of ny ability.

| further certify that | am not
related to any of the parties to this action by
bl ood or marriage; and that | amin no way
Interested in the outcome of this matter.

IN W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto

set my hand this 15th day of January, 2026.

\\-/\\&MA(Y\ SQJU\Q,\.()

\_) Julia M. Speros
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