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1                      PROCEEDINGS
  
2               MS. LIGUORI:  Good morning and
  
3           welcome.  My name is Madelynn Liguori.
  
4           I am the Director of Regulatory
  
5           Compliance & Enforcement and Executive
  
6           Agency Counsel for the Department of
  
7           Sanitation.  Thank you for attending
  
8           this public hearing this morning.
  
9               DSNY is conducting this remote
  

10           hearing in accordance with the
  

11           requirements of the City Administrative
  

12           Procedure Act.  The purpose of this
  

13           hearing is to receive comments from the
  

14           public on DSNY's proposed rule relating
  

15           to notice and hearing requirements for
  

16           abandoned vehicles.
  

17               This rule was published by DSNY in
  

18           The City Record on December 16, 2025,
  

19           with a scheduled hearing date of today,
  

20           January 15, 2026.  Additionally, DSNY
  

21           emailed copies of the rule to all New
  

22           York City local-elected officials, the
  

23           City's 59 community boards, media and
  

24           interested parties, and published the
  

25           proposed rule on its website.
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1               The New York City Department of
  
2           Sanitation is responsible for the
  
3           removal of certain abandoned vehicles
  
4           within New York City.  An abandoned
  
5           vehicle, as described in Section 1224(2)
  
6           of the New York State Vehicle and
  
7           Traffic Law, includes vehicles parked on
  
8           the street without license plates for
  
9           more than six hours.
  

10               This proposed rule would set forth
  

11           notice requirements to ensure that
  

12           registered owners and other
  

13           ascertainable interested parties,
  

14           including any lienholders or other
  

15           persons with a legal claim or security
  

16           interest in an abandoned vehicle, are
  

17           notified and provided an opportunity to
  

18           claim the vehicle before the abandoned
  

19           vehicle is dismantled, destroyed, or
  

20           disposed of.
  

21               This proposed rule would also
  

22           establish procedures for an interested
  

23           party to challenge the removal of an
  

24           abandoned vehicle by DSNY or the fees
  

25           imposed for towing and storage of an
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1           abandoned vehicle.
  
2               Specifically, this proposed rule
  
3           would:
  
4               One, establish a notice process by
  
5           which DSNY would send ascertainable
  
6           owners and interested parties, by
  
7           certified mail, return receipt
  
8           requested, or by email, if authorized, a
  
9           notice containing the following
  

10           information:
  

11               A brief description of the abandoned
  

12           vehicle; the date of such vehicle's
  

13           removal; instructions on how to redeem
  

14           such vehicle; all applicable towing and
  

15           storage fees; instructions on how to
  

16           request a hearing to challenge the
  

17           removal of the vehicle and/or the
  

18           imposition of towing and storage fees;
  

19           examples of documents to demonstrate
  

20           that the interested party is entitled to
  

21           redeem such vehicle; and a statement of
  

22           DSNY's right to have such vehicle
  

23           dismantled, destroyed, or otherwise
  

24           disposed of, unless within 10 calendar
  

25           days after the date on which such notice
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1           is sent, an interested party presents
  
2           proof to the Department establishing
  
3           lawful entitlement to possession of such
  
4           vehicle and pays all applicable fees or
  
5           requests a hearing.
  
6               Two, provide an owner or interested
  
7           party with an opportunity, within 10
  
8           calendar days from the date of the
  
9           notice, to either redeem an abandoned
  

10           vehicle or to challenge the removal of
  

11           such vehicle and/or the imposition of
  

12           any fees imposed.
  

13               Three, describe the procedure by
  

14           which an abandoned vehicle can be
  

15           redeemed.
  

16               Four, set forth the procedure to
  

17           challenge the removal of an abandoned
  

18           vehicle or the fees imposed, which would
  

19           include a virtual hearing scheduled
  

20           within 72 hours of a hearing request,
  

21           subject to modification based on a
  

22           request for a reasonable accommodation.
  

23           A decision would be rendered within five
  

24           business days and would constitute a
  

25           final agency determination.
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1               Five, state the applicable towing
  
2           and storage fees based on the weight of
  
3           a vehicle.
  
4               This proposed rule would ensure that
  
5           all interested parties receive notice
  
6           and an opportunity to be heard prior to
  
7           an abandoned vehicle being dismantled,
  
8           destroyed, or disposed of by DSNY.
  
9               A court reporter is present today
  

10           and will record the hearing.  You may
  

11           present an oral statement or submit
  

12           written comments concerning the proposed
  

13           rule.  We have been accepting written
  

14           comments on the proposed rule since it
  

15           was published.  Today is the deadline
  

16           for submission of written comments.
  

17               Such comments may be emailed
  

18           directly to nycrules@dsny.nyc.gov by 5
  

19           p.m. today.
  

20               DSNY will make available a copy of
  

21           all written comments received through
  

22           today, together with the hearing
  

23           transcript, for viewing on its website
  

24           within the next few weeks.  DSNY will
  

25           carefully consider all comments it
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1           receives today at the hearing and all
  
2           written comments it receives.
  
3               I will begin calling those of you
  
4           who wish to speak this morning in the
  
5           order in which you have signed up to
  
6           testify.  While the notice asked that
  
7           persons wishing to testify sign-up in
  
8           advance of this hearing, anyone wishing
  
9           to testify at this time may do so by
  

10           indicating in the chat area that you
  

11           wish to testify by indicating your name
  

12           and affiliation, if any.
  

13               When you speak, please say your name
  

14           and affiliation, and speak slowly and
  

15           clearly so that the court reporter can
  

16           understand and accurately record your
  

17           statement.  We also ask that you limit
  

18           your statement to three minutes.
  

19               As of right now, no one has signed
  

20           up to testify.  We will keep the record
  

21           open in case anyone joins and we will
  

22           ask if they would like to testify.
  

23               (Record remained open.)
  

24               MS. LIGUORI:  Hi.  For those that
  

25           just joined, the floor is open.  If you
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1           would like to testify, you can please --
  
2           you either indicate so in the chat or
  
3           use the "raise hand" function.
  
4               Hi, Counsel Member Brewer.  How are
  
5           you?
  
6               MS. BREWER:  I'm well.  I don't know
  
7           -- can you hear you?
  
8               MS. LIGUORI:  We can hear you.
  
9           Would you like to testify?
  

10               MS. BREWER:  It's more a question.
  

11               I can testify and basically have
  

12           been doing this constituent work for a
  

13           very long time and I have three
  

14           questions.
  

15               One is just to clarify, Sanitation
  

16           and PD -- and who picks the cars without
  

17           the license plate, number one.
  

18               Number two, probably not your issue,
  

19           but we know in Manhattan there's no tow
  

20           pound.  You know, to the credit of
  

21           Andrew Cuomo, he closed the one in
  

22           Manhattan and we've not been able to
  

23           find them.
  

24               So, some of my concern is -- that I
  

25           hear from the PD -- is there's no place
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1           to put the cars once they tow them, and
  
2           so I'm just interested in the bigger
  
3           picture of abandoned cars, how do we
  
4           handle them, and where do they go.
  
5               That's more, like, questions than
  
6           testimony, but I can tell you, it's not
  
7           clear necessarily to people trying to
  
8           make the complaint and actually the
  
9           Mayor asked me about it recently cause
  

10           he didn't know.
  

11               So, I would love to have a
  

12           clarification.  I don't know if that's
  

13           relevant to today, but that's why I'm on
  

14           this call and I appreciate you doing
  

15           this.
  

16               MS. LIGUORI:  Thank you so much,
  

17           Council Member Brewer.
  

18               Unfortunately, the public hearing is
  

19           really not for "Q" and "A", but I would
  

20           be more --
  

21               MS. BREWER:  Okay.
  

22               MS. LIGUORI:  -- happy -- and our
  

23           staff would be more than happy to
  

24           discuss all of these matters with you
  

25           offline.
 

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100



In Re NYC Department of Sanitation Public Hearing
January 15, 2026

 11
  

  
1               MS. BREWER:  Sounds great.
  
2               MS. LIGUORI:  But -- if that is okay
  
3           with you.  I will have either Rebecca
  
4           Kriegman or Miranda Alquist reach out to
  
5           you directly.  We can have a meeting,
  
6           and we can discuss all of your
  
7           questions, and hopefully get some
  
8           resolution for you if that works.
  
9               MS. BREWER:  Okay.  That would be
  

10           great, but I think my testimony is, it
  

11           is confusing to the public to understand
  

12           how and when cars are towed, and where
  

13           they go, and who is Sanitation towing
  

14           and who is PD towing.
  

15               That's my testimony today.  Thank
  

16           you.
  

17               MS. LIGUORI:  Thank you very much,
  

18           Council Member Brewer.
  

19               If anyone wishes to testify, you may
  

20           indicate so in the chat or use the
  

21           "raise hand" function.
  

22               (Whereupon, there was no response.)
  

23               (Record remained open.)
  

24               MS. LIGUORI:  Thank you, everyone,
  

25           for attending today's hearing.
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1               Remember, comments can be submitted
  
2           until close of business today at -- via
  
3           email at nycrules@dsny.nyc.gov or they
  
4           can be posted on the NYC Rules website.
  
5               Thank you very much for attending
  
6           the hearing today.
  
7               (Time noted: 10:01 a.m.)
  
8  
  
9  
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1  
  
2               C E R T I F I C A T E
  
3  
  
4   STATE OF NEW YORK)
  
5                               :SS
  
6   COUNTY OF NASSAU)
  
7  
  
8              I, Julia M. Speros, a Notary Public
  
9   within and for the State of New York, do hereby
  

10   certify:
  

11              I reported the proceedings in the
  

12   within-entitled matter, and that the within
  

13   transcript is a true record of such proceedings
  

14   to the best of my ability.
  

15              I further certify that I am not
  

16   related to any of the parties to this action by
  

17   blood or marriage; and that I am in no way
  

18   interested in the outcome of this matter.
  

19              IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto
  

20   set my hand this 15th day of January, 2026.
  

21  
  

22  
  

23 

                                
24  
  

25  
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