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PROCEEDI NGS

MS. LIGUORI: Good morning and
wel come. M nane is Madel ynn Liguori
| am the Assistant Comm ssioner of the
Bureau of Legal Affairs with the
Department of Sanitation. Thank you for
attending this public hearing this
mor ni ng.

The agency is conducting this renote
hearing in accordance with the
requi rements of the City Adm nistrative
Procedure Act. The purpose of this
hearing is to receive comments fromthe
public on DSNY's proposed rule relating
to the violation amount for the inproper
di sposal of regul ated househol d waste.

This rule was published in The City
Record on August 19, 2026, with a
schedul ed hearing date of today,
Septenber 18, 2026. Additionally,
copies of the rule were emailed to al
New York City | ocal -elected officials,
the City's 59 community boards, nmedia
and interested parties, and published

the proposed rule on its website.
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DSNY has seen an uptick in regul ated
househol d waste not being di sposed of
properly. Regul ated househol d waste
means any item that may cause puncture
or cuts that is used in the
adm ni stration of medication and is
di sposed of with residential solid
waste, including, but not limted to,

i ntravenous tubing and syringes with
needl es attached.

In 1991, pursuant to Section
16-120.1 of the New York City
Adm ni strative Code, DSNY pronul gat ed
rules relating to the safe disposal of
regul ated househol d waste. The penalty
permtted in the Adm ni strative Code for
a violation of such rules is not |ess
t han $50, nor nmore than $250. The
current penalty of $100 has been in
effect since 2002.

Over the past three cal endar years,
DSNY empl oyees have been stuck by
needl es over 140 times. This nunber
does not include those instances where

needl es are inmproperly disposed of and

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Public Hearing Arendnent of Penalty for |nproper D sposal
of Regul at ed Househol d Waste - NYC - Departnment of Sanitation

© 00 N oo o b~ w NP

N DD N DD MNP P P P P P P P P
ag A W N B O © 00 N oo 01 b W N B+ O

Sept enber 18, 2026

did not result in an injury. As this
number continues to climb, and the
reasons for the use of needles for

medi cal purposes have increased over the
years, DSNY proposes to increase the
penalty amount for the inproper disposal
of regul ated household waste from $100
to $250.

The increased penalty is necessary
to ensure the safety of our workers and
to dis-incentivize the inmproper disposal
of such waste.

A court reporter is present today
and will record the hearing. You may
present an oral statement or submt
written conments concerning the proposed
rul e.

We have been accepting written
comments on the proposed rule since it
was published. Today is the deadline
for subm ssion of written conmments.

Such comments may be emailed directly to
nycrul es@sny. nyc.gov by 5 p.m today.

DSNY wi | | make avail able a copy of

all written comments received through
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1 t oday, together with the hearing

2 transcript, for viewing on its website
3 within the next few weeks. DSNY wil

4 carefully consider all the comments it

5 receives today at the hearing and al

6 written comments it receives.

7 I will begin calling those of you

8 who wi sh to speak this morning in the

9 order in which you have signed up to

10 testify.

11 Whil e the notice asked that persons
12 wi shing to testify sign-up in advance of
13 t his hearing, anyone wi shing to testify
14 at this time may do so by indicating in
15 the chat area that you wish to testify
16 by indicating your name and affiliation,
17 I f any.

18 When you speak, please say your name
19 and affiliation, and speak slowly and
20 clearly so that the court reporter can
21 understand and accurately record your

22 statement. We also ask that you limt
23 your statement to three m nutes.

24 Currently, | have no one signed up
25 to testify. So, if you would like to
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1 testify at this time, you may do so by
2 I ndi cating in the chat area or using the
3 "rai se hand" function.

4 (No response.)

5 MS. LIGUORI: Comments may continue
6 to be submtted to the Departnent of

7 Sanitation by 5 p.m today. You may

8 email themto nycrul es@sny. nyc. gov or
9 you may post them on the NYC Rul es

10 websi te.

11 (No response.)

12 MS. LIGUORI: Once again, if you

13 wish to testify, please indicate so in
14 t he chat or use the "raise hand"

15 function. We will keep the hearing open
16 for alittle |Ionger.

17 (No response.)

18 (Record remai ned open.)

19 MS. LI GUORI : | f anyone wi shes to
20 testify, you may use the "raise hand"
21 function or indicate so in the chat.

22 (No response.)

23 (Record remai ned open.)

24 MS. LIGUORI: For those that just
25 joined, if you wish to testify, you may
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1 i ndicate so in the chat or use the

2 "rai se hand" function.

3 Comments will continue to be

4 accepted through close of business today
5 at nycrul es@sny.nyc.gov or they can be
6 posted on the NYC Rul es website. | will
7 post both links in the chat.

8 (No response.)

9 (Record remai ned open.)

10 MS. LIGUORI: We are going to keep
11 t he hearing open for another five

12 m nut es.

13 If you wish to testify, please

14 i ndicate so in the chat or use the

15 "rai se hand" function.

16 Once again, comments will continue
17 to be accepted through close of business
18 t oday at nycrul es@sny. nyc. gov or they
19 can be posted on the NYC Rul es website,
20 which | will indicate so in the chat.

21 (No response.)

22 (Record remai ned open.)

23 MS. LIGUORI: For those that just

24 joined, if you wish to testify, please
25 i ndicate so in the chat or use the
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"rai se hand" function.

Comments will continue to be
accepted through close of business today
at nycrul es@sny. nyc. gov or you can post
them on the NYC Rul es website and we'l|l
post the link in the chat.

(No response.)

(Record remai ned open.)

MS. LI GUORI : As of right now, we
are going to |l eave the hearing open to
10: 30.

| f anyone wi shes to testify, please
i ndicate so in the chat or use the
“rai se hand" function.

Comments will continue to be
accepted through the close of business
t oday at nycrul es@sny.nyc.gov or you
can post them on the NYC Rul es website.

(No response.)

(Record remai ned open.)

MS. LIGUORI: This is the | ast
opportunity to testify in-person. |
anyone would like to testify, please
i ndicate so in the chat or use the

"rai se hand" function.
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10
1 (No response.)
2 MS. LIGUORI: You can continue to
3 submt conmments until 5 p.m today. You
4 may email themto nycrul es@sny. nyc. gov
5 or you may post them on the NYC Rul es
6 websi te.
7 |'"m going to close -- call this
8 hearing to a close. Thank you to
9 everyone that participated.
10 The Department will post al
11 comments and the hearing transcript on
12 its website over the next few weeks.
13 Thank you very nmuch and have a great
14 day.
15 (Time noted: 10:31 a.m)
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1
2 CERTI FI CATE
3
4 STATE OF NEW YORK)
5 : SS
6 COUNTY OF NASSAU)
.
8 I, Julia M Speros, a Notary Public
9 within and for the State of New York, do hereby
10 certify:
11 | reported the proceedings in the
12 within-entitled matter, and that the within
13 transcript is a true record of such proceedi ngs
14 to the best of nmy ability.
15 | further certify that | am not
16 related to any of the parties to this action by
17 bl ood or marriage; and that | amin no way
18 i nterested in the outcome of this matter.
19 I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
20 set my hand this 18th day of Septenmber, 2026.
21
22
23 N M Seweo
) Tulia M. Speros
24
25
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