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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 MS. BADEA: Good mor ni ng and
3 wel come.
4 My name is Ani ssa Badea. [''m
5 counsel in the Bureau of Legal Affairs
6 for the Department of Sanitation. Thank
7 you for attending this public hearing
8 this morning.
9 DSNY is conducting this remote
10 hearing in accordance with the
11 requirements of the City Adm nistrative
12 Procedure Act. The purpose of this
13 hearing is to receive comments from the
14 public on DSNY's proposed rule relating
15 to the i mplementation of the sixth and
16 seventh commerci al waste zones.
17 This rule was published by DSNY in
18 The City Record on October 8, 2025 with
19 a schedul ed hearing date of today,
20 November 13, 2025.
21 Additionally, DSNY emailed copies of
22 the rule to all New York City | ocal
23 el ected-officials, the City's 59
24 Community Boards, media, interested
25 parties, and published the proposed rule
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1 on its website.

2 In 2019, New York City enacted Local
3 Law 199 requiring the establishment of a
4 new program for the collection of

5 commer ci al waste. The program known as
6 the "Commercial Waste Zone", "CWZ"

7 program, is a safe, efficient, and

8 competitive collection system designed

9 to provide high quality service to New
10 York City businesses while advancing the
11 City's waste diversion and

12 sustainability goals.

13 Pursuant to Local Law 199, codified
14 in Title 16-B of the New York City

15 Admi ni strative Code, the geographic area
16 of New York City has been divided into
17 20 CWZs.

18 Pursuant to request for proposed --
19 proposals process, three private cars

20 providing commercial waste collection

21 services were selected by the Depart ment
22 to serve businesses within each CWZ and
23 five carters were selected to provide

24 citywi de containerized commercial waste
25 collection services to businesses that
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1 use dumpsters and compactors. The
2 selected carters are referred to as
3 "awar dees".
4 The resulting contracts with the
5 awardees include standards for pricing,
6 consumer service, safety, environment al
7 health, and requirements to promote the
8 City's comm tment to recycling and
9 sustainability.
10 Local Law 199 requires the
11 Department to issue rules setting forth
12 an i mplementation start and fi nal
13 I mpl ementati on date for each CWZ
14 established. Different i mplementation
15 start and end dates may be established
16 for different CWZs.
17 The Department previously set the
18 i mpl ementation start and end dates for
19 the first five CWZs; Queens Central,
20 Bronx East, Bronx West, Queens
21 Nort heast, and Brooklyn Sout h.
22 This rule sets the i mplementation
23 start date and final 1 mplementation
24 dates for the next two zones; Queens
25 West and Lower Manhatt an. Subsequent
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1 rules will set the i mplementation dates
2 for the remaining 13 zones.
3 DSNY's authority for these rules is
4 found in Section 753 and Section 1043(g)
5 of the New York City Charter and Title
6 16-B of the New York City Admi nistrative
7 Code.
8 A court reporter is present today
9 and will be recording the hearing. You
10 may present an oral statement or submit
11 written comments concerning the proposed
12 rul e.
13 We have been accepting written
14 comments on the proposed rule since it
15 was published. Today is the deadline
16 for subm ssion of written comments.
17 Such comments may be email ed
18 directly to nycrules@sny.nyc. gov today.
19 DSNY wi |l make avail able a copy of all
20 written comments received today,
21 together with the hearing transcript,
22 for viewing on its website for the next
23 few weeks.
24 DSNY will carefully consider all
25 comments received today at the hearing
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1 and all written comments it receives.

2 | will begin calling those of you

3 t hat wish to speak this morning in the
4 order in which you have signed-up to

5 testify.

6 While the Notice asked that persons
7 wi shing to testify sign-up in advance of
8 the hearing, anyone wishing to testify
9 at this time may do so by indicating in
10 the chat area that you wish to testify
11 by indicating your name and affiliation,
12 i f any.

13 When you speak, please state your

14 name and affiliation, and speak sl owly
15 and clearly so that the court reporter
16 can understand and accurately record

17 your statement. We al so ask that you

18 limt your statement to three m nutes.
19 If you'd like to speak, please put
20 your name and affiliation into the chat
21 and 1"l call on you.

22 "Il |eave this hearing open for

23 several minutes so we can get any new
24 peopl e that want to join.

25 (Record remai ned open.)
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MS. BADEA: Okay. So, Justin Wbod
from NYLPlI, you can speak now.

MR. WOOD: Hel | o. Good mor ni ng.

Hi, everyone. Thank you for the
opportunity to comment on the proposed
rul es today.

My name is Justin Wod. l'"'m the
Director of Policy at New York Lawyers
for the Public Interest and we are a
foundi ng member of the Transform Don't
Trash New York City Coalition, which for
more than a decade has advocated for
fundamental reform of the City's
commerci al waste system

We offer the following comments on
the proposed rules that would set a
timeline for implementation of two
additional commercial waste zones in
Queens West and Lower Manhattan and
we'll submit this as a written statement
in case we don't get through all of it
In the three minutes.

We continue to strongly support the
rapid i mpl ementation of Local Law 199 of

2019 mandating a citywide transition to

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Public Hearing to Anend Rul es Regarding the Programfor the
Col l ection... NYC - Taxi & Linousine Conm ssion
November 13, 2025

9
1 a zoned commerci al waste system.
2 The clear intent of this was to
3 simultaneously make the current
4 i nefficient, dangerous, and polluting
5 commerci al waste system more
6 transparent, accountable, efficient, and
7 safe while giving the City the tools it
8 needs to sharply incentivize reductions
9 in the vast quantities of commerci al
10 waste currently being disposed in
11 | andfills and incinerators.
12 We're supportive of DSNY's proposal
13 to move forward with two additional
14 zones, which will bring a total of 7 of
15 20 designated zones online by May 35th
16 (sic) -- sorry -- May 31, 2026.
17 However, we continue to believe that
18 DSNY should set a faster pace for
19 I mpl ementation, with the goal of
20 transitioning the entire City to the CWZ
21 system by the end of 2026 or early in
22 2027. Expanding the successful program,
23 citywide is the best way to reduce
24 vehicle mles traveled, increase worker
25 and public safety, reduce pollution and
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drop traffic burdens on environment al
justice communities, all in little or no

additional cost to the City.

' m just going to skip ahead.
(Perusing.)

We also think that implementing the
new system citywi de as soon as possi ble
will enable the waste industry to
accelerate the major investments needed
I n organics recycling facilities, modern
trucks, customer service infrastructure,
and commuting to |level service, such as
m cro-haul ers and waste auditors needed
to achieve the intent of Local Law 199,
and also the mandates of the Zero Waste
Act and The New York State Climate
Leadership and Community Protection Act.

| also want to note that while
neither of the zones proposed for this
rule will contain a DSNY marine transfer
station, the Queens West zone contains a
| arge, privately owned rail transfer
station with excess permt capacity and
we urge DSNY, the transfer station

owner, and a designated hauler for this
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zone to partner to maxim ze usage of
this rail facility for disposed waste
collected from customers in the Queens
zone.

This can advance | ong overdue waste
equity prom ses of the current Solid
Wast e Management Plan by reducing the
commerci al haulers' reliance on diese
| ong- haul trucks to export waste. Thi s
can also potentially reduce the DNT by
collecting waste from the customers in
this zone and taking themto a cl ose-bhy
rail transfer station.

Finally, we call for rigorous
enforcement and support for small
busi ness customers as DSNY brings these
additi onal zones online.

The Commerci al Waste Zones annual
report published in October included the
first ever real world data on vehicle
mles traveled, quantities of waste
collected for disposal and recycling,
and safety violations in the Queen's
Central zone.

While these data are a val uabl e
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baseline from which to measure progress
on the goals -- towards the goals of
Local Law 199, the initial report was
al so di sappointing that it revealed that
only 26 percent at most of commerci al
waste collected in the first zone were
separated for recycling and composting.

Meani ng, that more than 74 percent
i's being trucked to landfills and
I nci neration.

We have a number of recommendations
in our recently published report, A
Peopl es Solid Waste Management Pl an,
t hat woul d support the diversion and
equity goals of the Commercial Waste
Zones program and we'll include a |ink
to that in our written testimony.

Finally, as the CWZ program expands,
we'd like to call on DSNY to increase
transparency of some of the contracts
and goals of the programin the
different zones. We urge the Department
to publish and regularly update data and
metrics on -- being collected to

eval uate the progress towards the goals
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of Local Law 199.

We would also call on DSNY to
publish the zero or waste reduction
pl ans that each hauler entered into in
contract with DSNY, As far as we know,
t he public has not been able to see
t hese pl ans.

Thank you for the opportunity to
comment on the proposed rules. We hope
to continue working in partnership with
DSNY, the City Council, Borough
Presidents, solid waste advisory boards
and the many community and business
st akehol ders invested in the systemto
ensure that it reaches -- reaches its
envi sioned transformati onal potential.

Thank you.

MS. BADEA: Thank you.

| f anyone else would |ike to speak,
you can put your name and your
affiliation into the chat and I'Ill cal
on you -- and | will |leave this hearing
open for several more m nutes to give
others time to join as well.

(Record remai ned open.)
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MS. BADEA: As a rem nder, if anyone

would |like to provide a comment, you can
put your name and affiliation, if any,
into the chat and I'lIl call on you.

(Record remai ned open.)
MS. BADEA: Seeing that no one el se
wi shes to testify, | wanted to thank

everyone for com ng today.

Comments may still be submtted to
t he Department via email at
nycrul es@sny. nyc. gov. It may also be

posted on the NYC rules website.
Thank you.
(Time noted: 10:21 a.m.)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK)
. SS
COUNTY OF NASSAU)

|, Julia M Speros, a Notary Public
within and for the State of New York, do hereby
certify:

| reported the proceedings in the
within-entitled matter, and that the within
transcript is a true record of such proceedings
to the best of my ability.

| further certify that | am not
related to any of the parties to this action by
bl ood or marriage; and that | amin no way
interested in the outcome of this matter.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set my hand this 13th day of November, 2025.

Nt ™M Seare

\_) Julia M. Speros
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