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PROCEEDI NGS

MS. LI GUORI : Good mor ni ng and
wel come. My name is Madelynn Liguori.
I am Senior Counsel in the Bureau of

Legal Affairs for the Department of
Sanitation.

Thank you for attending this public
hearing this morning.

DSNY is conducting this remote
hearing in accordance with the
requirements of the City Admi nistrative
Procedure Act. The purpose of this
hearing is to receive comments from the
public on DSNY's proposed amendment to
our rule relating to mandatory organics.

This rule was published by DSNY in
The City Record on February 29, 2024
with a schedul ed hearing of today,
April 3, 2024. Additionally, DSNY
emai |l ed copies of the rule to all New
York City local elected officials, the
City's 59 community boards, media, and
i nterested parties, and published the
proposed rule on its website.

Local Law number 85 for the year
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2023 requires the Department of
Sanitation to establish a mandatory
citywi de organics collection program
This program will make the source
separation of residential organic waste
in the City of New York mandatory.

The | aw requires DSNY to i mpl ement
its mandatory organics collection
programin 30 residential sanitation
districts by October 2, 2023, and in al
remai ni ng sanitation districts by
Oct ober 7, 2024.

DSNY's current rules provide that
source separation of yard waste from
organic waste is required in all
districts in Staten Island and the Bronx
begi nni ng March 25, 2024, and in all
districts in Manhattan beginning
Oct ober 7, 2024.

As a result of budget constraints,
DSNY has determ ned to amend the date on
whi ch mandatory source separation of
residential organic waste commences in
all such districts in Staten |sland, the

Bronx, and Manhattan to October 6, 2024.
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A court reporter is present today
and will record the hearing. You may
present an oral statement or submt
written comments concerning the proposed
rul e. We have been accepting written
comments on the proposed rule since it
was published.

Today is the deadline for submi ssion
of written comments. Such comments may
be emailed directly to
nycrul es@sny. nyc.gov by 5 p.m today.

DSNY wi |l make avail able a copy of
all written comments received through
t oday together, together with the
hearing transcript, for viewing on its
website within the next few weeks.

DSNY will carefully consider all the

comments it receives today at the

hearing and all written comments it
receives.
| will begin calling those of you

who wi sh to speak this morning in the
order in which you have signed up to
testify.

While the notice requested that
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persons wi shing to testify sign-up in
advance of this hearing, anyone wi shing
to testify at this time may do so by

I ndicating in the chat area that you
wish to testify by indicating your name
and affiliation, if any.

When you speak, please state your
name and affiliation, and speak sl owly
and clearly so that the court reporter
can understand and accurately record
your statement. We al so ask that you
limt your statement to five m nutes.

Thank you. | would now |Iike to cal
our first person to testify, Eric
Gol dstein, Senior Attorney and New YorKk
City Environment Director for the
Nati onal (sic) Resources Defense
Counci | .

Eric.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: Thank you, Madel ynn.

Good mor ni ng. My name is Eric
Gol dstein, New York City Environment
Director at the Natural Resources
Def ense Counci | .

NRDC is a national nonprofit | egal
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and scientific organization that has
been active on a wi de range of natural
resource protection, environment al
health, and quality of life issues
across the country, around the world,
and right here in New York City where
our home base has been |l ocated since our
founding in 1970.

We' ve been active on New York
regi onal waste issues since the md
1980s when Mayor Koch proposed five to
ei ght garbage burning incinerators be
| ocated throughout the City as a way of
dealing with our growing trash problem

NRDC's | ong-term goal is to
transform New York's approach to trash
frommy primary reliance on land-filling
and incineration to making waste
prevention, composting, recycling, and
equity the four cornerstones of City
waste policy in the 21st century.

The Sanitation Department is at a
critical reform turning point of its own
In its storied history. I f successfully

I mpl emented, the moves to

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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containerization, the adoption of
commerci al waste zones as set forth by
Local Law 199 of 2019, and the diversion
of all organic waste to composting
facilities would mark a historic
transformation to New York City waste
policy.

But i mplementation is key and
I mpl ementation requires funding,
resources, and a comm tment at the
hi ghest | evels of City government to do
t hese programs correctly. We believe
the City Council and Speaker Adrienne
Adams understands this transformation.

We know the hardworking men and
women of the Department are ready and
able to take on this mi ssion. What we
need is support from Mayor Eric Adams
and his team to make it -- (disruption
in transm ssion) -- and effectively.

Local Law 85 of 2023 is the starting
poi nt . It requires the Department to
I mpl ement a curbside organic collections
program at every City househol d. Thi s

I's one of the most i mportant waste
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handling | aws enacted in New York City

since passage of the mandatory recycling

law in 1989.
Organics, food scraps, yard waste,

and food soil paper are the single

| argest portion of the residential waste

stream, but today the overwhel m ng bul k

of these materials are sent to landfills

and i ncinerators.

When buried in landfills, they break

down, decompose, and generate met hane,

a

very potent global warm ng gas; and when

they're |l oaded into incinerators, these

organics, with their high moisture

content, foul the burn, lead to

I ncreased production of dioxin, and
ot her pollutants, that are emtted

t hroughout the region.

Maki ng matters worse, many of these

| andfills and incinerators are | ocated
I n black, and brown, and | ow income
communities, making the waste handling
of organics, the way it's currently
conducted, an environmental justice.

contrast, collecting food scraps and

| n
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yard waste for composting turns these
mat erials into a useful finished product
t hat replaces chem cal fertilizers as a
natural soil enhancer and something that
hel ps crops, streets trees, and rain
gardens, and house plants grow healthy.

Local Law 85 requires the Depart ment
to i mplement a curbside organics
collection programin no Iess than 30
districts by October 2023 and the
remai ni ng districts by October 2024, and
curbside organics are now underway in
Queens and Brooklyn, a total of 32
di stricts.

The proposed rule that's the subject
of today's hearing would move the
i mpl ementati on date for Staten I|Isl and
and Bronx househol ds back from March to
Oct ober 2024. The proposal notes that
budget constraints are the reason for
the del ay.

While we may differ on the question
of whether or not the budget situation
made this delay necessary, NRDC supports

the proposed rule that is the subject of

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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today's hearing.

We do so because the new date for
the Department's curbside collections in
every sanitation district under today's
proposal is being moved to October 6,
2024, and that date is consistent with
the directive of Local Law 85.

One final point:

The curbside organics collection

program will never achieve its
potential, will never become
cost-effective, if it is not supported

by a comprehensive, vibrant, and
continuing public education program.

You simply cannot mandate such a
dramatic change and expect it to happen
and that's why restoration of funding of
at least 7.1 mllion dollars for the
community compost project is essenti al
to, and inextricably linked with the
success of this curbside organics
collection program,

The eight nonprofits that have done
-- that have worked in community

composting have done a remarkable job

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N DD N N MDD P P P P P P P P PP P
ag A W N B O © 00 N O O »d wWw N+, O

In Re Public Hearing NYC - Departnent of Sanitation

April 3, 2024
12

and they are hidden gems in the City of
New Yor k. They are the educators, the
trainers, the demonstrators, and they
are the best in the business. They are
needed to show New Yorkers how and why
to compost.

This is consistent with Local Law,
85 which requires an outreach and
educati on program The Depart ment
should embrace community composting, and
so we urge the Department to support the
restoration of funds and to use these
nonprofit organizations as its partners
in the i mplementation of Local Law 85
and the commercial organics collection
program as wel |.

We thank you for your attention.

MS. LI GUORI : Thank you very much,
Eric, for your statement.

At this point, if anyone el se wi shes
to testify, you may indicate so in the
chat or you may use your "raise hand"
function.

(No response.)

MS. LI GUORI : DSNY will continue
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13
taking comments until 5 p.m today. You
may email them to us at
nycrul es@sny. nyc.gov or you may go on
t he nyc.gov/nycrules website and
transmt your comment online as well.

Last call for anyone that wi shes to

testify. You may indicate so in the
chat, use the "raise hand" function, or
even un-mute at this point.

(No response.)

MS. LI GUORI : Okay. Hearing none,
t hank you very much for attending
today's hearing and everyone have a
wonder ful day.

(Time noted: 10:12 a.m.)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK)
. SS
COUNTY OF NASSAU)

|, Julia M Speros, a Notary Public
within and for the State of New York, do hereby
certify:

| reported the proceedings in the
within-entitled matter, and that the within
transcript is a true record of such proceedings
to the best of my ability.

| further certify that | am not
related to any of the parties to this action by
bl ood or marriage; and that | amin no way
interested in the outcome of this matter.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set my hand this 3rd day of April, 2024.

wqm&%qY\EQMQQ
\_) Julia M. Speros
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