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CITY CONTRACTOR PLEADS GUILTY TO FILING FALSE RECEIPTS WITH THE CITY 
 

 Jocelyn E. Strauber, Commissioner of the New York City Department of Investigation (“DOI”), announced today the arrest 
and guilty plea of the owner of a Brooklyn construction company for submitting fake receipts, including invoices for a fictitious 
company, with the City Administration for Children’s Services (ACS). DOI began its investigation into this matter when ACS 
reported to DOI discrepancies in the receipts submitted by the company, an ACS contractor. The Office of Manhattan District 
Attorney Alvin Bragg prosecuted this case.  
 

Shahidul Islam, 54, of Brooklyn, N.Y., and owner of Brooklyn-based Kaas Construction, surrendered today on 22 counts 
of Offering a False Instrument for Filing in the First Degree, a class E Felony, and immediately pleaded guilty to Offering a False 
Instrument for Filing in the Second Degree, a class A misdemeanor. He was sentenced today in Manhattan Criminal Court to a 
conditional discharge as part of a plea agreement. 
 

DOI Commissioner Jocelyn E. Strauber said, “Submitting falsified invoices to the City is a crime. Even as ACS questioned 
this defendant’s receipts, he continued to submit more fraudulent filings to the City. To ensure that contracting officers City-wide 
are aware of this defendant’s misconduct, DOI has flagged this vendor and his company in PASSPort, the City’s digital 
procurement platform. I want to thank ACS for reporting this issue to DOI and the Manhattan District Attorney’s Office for 
prosecuting this matter.”  
 

According to the complaint and DOI’s investigation, between 2015 and 2017, Kaas Construction, owned and operated by 
the defendant, contracted with ACS to perform painting, electrical work, and other miscellaneous repairs at ACS-operated early 
learning and day care centers throughout the City. As part of the multiple contracts with ACS, the defendant was required to 
submit an itemized list of materials purchased for use in connection with the work performed, as well as supporting 
documentation, specifically receipts reflecting materials purchased. During the term of the contracts, the defendant received 
approximately $95,270 from ACS.  DOI’s investigation found that, from 2016 and 2017, the defendant submitted falsified invoices 
for payment to ACS that included receipts from a fictitious business and receipts from two actual businesses that were falsified.  
 

DOI Commissioner Strauber thanked the Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg and his staff for the prosecution of this 
matter, which was handled by Assistant District Attorney Jessica Olive of the Financial Frauds Bureau and her supervisors 
Bureau Chief Kofi Sansculotte and Deputy Bureau Chief Ryan Gee. DOI Commissioner Strauber also thanked ACS 
Commissioner Jess Dannhauser and his staff for their cooperation on this investigation. 
 

At DOI, the investigation was conducted by Deputy Inspector General Harlyn Griffenberg, under the supervision of Senior 
Inspector General Laura Millendorf, Deputy Commissioner/Chief of Investigations Dominick Zarrella and First Deputy 
Commissioner Daniel G. Cort. 
  

DOI is one of the oldest law-enforcement agencies in the country and New York City’s corruption watchdog. Investigations may involve any agency, officer, 
elected official or employee of the City, as well as those who do business with or receive benefits from the City. DOI’s strategy attacks corruption 

comprehensively through systemic investigations that lead to high-impact arrests, preventive internal controls and operational reforms that improve the way 
the City runs.  

DOI’s press releases can also be found at twitter.com/NYC_DOI 
Know something rotten in City government? Help DOI Get the Worms Out of the Big Apple. 
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