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DOI INVESTIGATION LEADS TO ARREST OF CITY HOUSING INSPECTOR WITH THE  
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING PRESERVATION & DEVELOPMENT ON SEXUAL ABUSE AND RELATED CHARGES 

 
Margaret Garnett, Commissioner of the New York City Department of Investigation (“DOI”), announced 

today the arrest of a Housing Inspector with the City Department of Housing Preservation & Development 
(“HPD”) on charges of sexually abusing a Section 8 tenant during an inspection of a Brooklyn home in the HPD 
affordable housing program. DOI initiated this investigation after NYPD referred to DOI allegations of misconduct 
during a housing inspection.  The Office of Brooklyn District Attorney Eric Gonzalez is prosecuting the matter. 

 
DOI Commissioner Margaret Garnett said, “All tenants, including those in the Section 8 program, must feel safe 

and comfortable when allowing an inspection of their apartment by a City housing inspector. These charges gravely 
undermine the implicit trust that tenants should have when they open their door to the City and demonstrate troubling 
and unacceptable behavior for anyone, most especially someone assigned to go into New Yorkers’ homes. DOI 
thanks the Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office for its partnership in investigating and prosecuting this matter and HPD 
for its cooperation in this investigation. 

 
DAVID MARTINEZ, 70, of Ozone Park, Queens, was charged with two counts of Forcible Touching, a class 

A misdemeanor; two counts of Sexual Abuse in the Third Degree, a class B misdemeanor; and one count of 
Harassment, a violation.  Upon conviction, a class A misdemeanor is punishable by up to a year’s incarceration; 
a class B misdemeanor is punishable by up to three months’ incarceration; and a violation is punishable by up 
to 15 days’ incarceration.  

 
MARTINEZ has been employed by HPD since June 2004 and has been placed on modified duty as a result 

of this investigation. MARTINEZ currently earns an annual salary of approximately $61,598. 
 
According to the criminal complaint and DOI’s investigation, in January 2020, the defendant was routed by 

HPD to a Section 8 tenant’s Brooklyn apartment to conduct a Housing Quality Standard inspection, a biennial 
inspection conducted in Section 8 apartments. During the inspection, the defendant placed his hands on the 
tenant’s body, and just prior to leaving the apartment the defendant engaged in sexual contact.  

 
DOI Commissioner Garnett thanked Brooklyn District Attorney Eric Gonzalez and his staff for their 

partnership on and prosecution of this matter. Commissioner Garnett also thanked HPD Commissioner Louise 
Carroll for her and her staff’s cooperation on this investigation. 
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The case is being prosecuted by the Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office, specifically Senior Assistant District 

Attorney Sara Walshe, under the supervision of Assistant District Attorney Laura Neubauer, Chief of the Public 
Integrity Bureau. 

 
The investigation was conducted by DOI’s Office of the Inspector General for HPD, specifically Special 

Investigator Eric Johnson, under the supervision of Deputy Inspector General Michael Morris, Senior Inspector 
General Jessica Heegan, Deputy Commissioner/Chief of Investigations Dominick Zarrella, and First Deputy 
Commissioner Daniel Cort. 

 
 
A criminal complaint is an accusation. A defendant is presumed innocent until proven guilty. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DOI is one of the oldest law-enforcement agencies in the country and New York City’s corruption watchdog. Investigations may involve any 
agency, officer, elected official or employee of the City, as well as those who do business with or receive benefits from the City. DOI’s strategy 
attacks corruption comprehensively through systemic investigations that lead to high-impact arrests, preventive internal controls and operational 

reforms that improve the way the City runs. 
 
 

DOI’s press releases can also be found at twitter.com/NYC_DOI 
Know something rotten in City government? Help DOI Get the Worms Out of the Big Apple. 

Call: 212-3-NYC-DOI or email: Corruption@DOI.nyc.gov 
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