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DOI ARRESTS HRA POLICE LIEUTENANT ON CHARGE OF CRIMINAL POSSESSION OF A FIREARM 
 

Margaret Garnett, Commissioner of the New York City Department of Investigation (“DOI”), announced the arrest 
today of a City Human Resources Administration (“HRA”) Police Lieutenant on a charge of illegally possessing a firearm. 
DOI began this investigation earlier this week after HRA reported to DOI that the defendant had been observed carrying a 
firearm while on duty at HRA. 

  
 WENDELL WRIGHT, 47, of Brooklyn, N.Y., was arrested today on a charge of Criminal Possession of a Firearm, 
a class E Felony. Upon conviction, a class E felony is punishable by up to four years in prison. The arrest charge is 
pending review by prosecutors at the Office of Kings County District Attorney Eric Gonzalez. 
 

DOI Commissioner Margaret Garnett said, “This defendant disregarded the law by carrying an unlicensed gun, 
conduct that endangers others and is not tolerated by the City, especially by someone charged with ensuring public 
safety, according to the charge. I commend HRA for reporting this serious matter to DOI.”  
 

According to DOI’s investigation, the defendant was seen carrying a pistol in advance of his scheduled HRA shift 
today, May 20, 2020. The investigation found that he was carrying an unlicensed weapon, and that the weapon was 
loaded. In addition, HRA Police Officers are not authorized to carry firearms while on duty. WRIGHT was arrested outside 
his home this morning.  
 

WRIGHT has been an HRA employee since September 2005 and is receiving an annual salary of approximately 
$62,320. He was suspended from HRA upon arrest; the weapon and his badge were confiscated from him. 
 
 Commissioner Garnett thanked New York City Department of Social Services (“DSS”) Commissioner Steven 
Banks and his staff, in particular the DSS Office of Legal Affairs, for their prompt action and cooperation during this 
investigation. HRA is part of DSS. Commissioner Garnett also thanked Kings County District Attorney Eric Gonzalez and 
his staff for their assistance in this matter. 
 
 This investigation was conducted by DOI’s Office of the Inspector General for DSS, specifically Assistant 
Inspector General Jeremy Reyes, under the supervision of Deputy Inspector General Audrey Feldman, Acting Inspector 
General John Bellanie, Deputy Commissioner/Chief of Investigations Dominick Zarrella and First Deputy Commissioner 
Daniel Cort, in partnership with DOI’s Squad of NYPD Detectives.  

 An arrest charge is an accusation. A defendant is presumed innocent until proven guilty. 
  

DOI is one of the oldest law-enforcement agencies in the country and New York City’s corruption watchdog. Investigations may involve any agency, 
officer, elected official or employee of the City, as well as those who do business with or receive benefits from the City. DOI’s strategy attacks 

corruption comprehensively through systemic investigations that lead to high-impact arrests, preventive internal controls and operational reforms that 
improve the way the City runs. 

 
DOI’s press releases can also be found at twitter.com/NYC_DOI 

Bribery and Corruption are a Trap. Don’t Get Caught Up. Report It at 212-3-NYC-DOI. 


