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DOI REFERRAL TO THE CITY DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION (DOC) ON DOC ACTIONS SURROUNDING 
THE DEATH IN CUSTODY OF LAYLEEN POLANCO 

 

Margaret Garnett, Commissioner of the New York City Department of Investigation (“DOI”), 
released DOI’s referral letter to the City Department of Correction (DOC) on the actions by DOC 
surrounding the death of inmate Layleen Polanco, in Rose M. Singer Center Building 2, punitive 
segregation. This referral letter is released today in conjunction with the Bronx District Attorney’s findings 
involving this matter, in which that office determined the evidence did not support criminal charges.  

 
DOI’s investigation identified no evidence that the actions of any DOC personnel contributed to 

Polanco’s death. However, there was a 47-minute gap between a Correction Officer's tours of Polanco's 
housing area between 13:40 and 14:27 hours on June 7, 2019, in violation of DOC Directive 4501R-D 
(II)(B), which requires "At a minimum, every inmate housed in Punitive Segregation shall be observed at 
least once every 15 minutes at irregular intervals .... " The matter was referred to DOC to take any action 
it deemed appropriate. 

 
DOI’s referral is attached to this release. Some inmate names and information deemed private 

have been redacted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

DOI is one of the oldest law-enforcement agencies in the country and New York City’s corruption watchdog. Investigations may involve any 
agency, officer, elected official or employee of the City, as well as those who do business with or receive benefits from the City. DOI’s 

strategy attacks corruption comprehensively through systemic investigations that lead to high-impact arrests, preventive internal controls and 
operational reforms that improve the way the City runs.  

 
DOI’s press releases can also be found at twitter.com/NYC_DOI 

Bribery and Corruption are a Trap. Don’t Get Caught Up. Report It at 212-3-NYC-DOI. 







    
   

    

            
              

                
            

           

              
              

            
                 

 

    

            
             

              
              
              

             
               

              
               

             
              

                  
               
               

               
               

              
                

               
             

              
                 

                   
           

              
               

                  
    

                      
             












