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DOI ARRESTS EIGHT INDIVIDUALS FOR SUBMITTING FORGED PARKING PLACARDS
IN EFFORT TO HAVE PARKING TICKETS DISMISSED

Margaret Garnett, Commissioner of the New York City Department of Investigation (“DOI”), in partnership with
Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus R. Vance Jr., announced today the arrests of eight individuals for allegedly using forged
parking placards to dispute parking tickets with the New York City Department of Finance (“DOF”) in an effort to have the
tickets dismissed. The investigation began after DOI received a referral from the City Department of Transportation (“DOT”).
The Manhattan District Attorney’s Office is prosecuting the case.

DOl Commissioner Margaret Garnett said, “Parking comes at a premium in a city like New York and using fraudulent
placards to circumvent the rules is a crime. These individuals abused City parking regulations and attempted to escape
paying the penalties by posing as City employees with City-issued placards or by using fake handicap parking placards
reserved for those in real need, according to the charges. DOI is proud to partner with the Manhattan District Attorney’s
Office on cracking down on fraudulent placards and thanks DOT for referring these cases for investigation and their on-
going assistance in this proactive matter.”

The following defendants are charged with Offering a False Instrument for Filing in the First Degree, a class E felony.
Upon conviction, a class E felony is punishable by up to four years in prison. According to the indictment and DOI's
investigation:

¢ MAXHUN HYKOSMANI, 53, of the Bronx, N.Y., received a summons for Failure to Display a Parking Meter Receipt
on January 22, 2018 in Manhattan. In an effort to get the ticket dismissed, HYKOSMANI allegedly submitted a
fraudulent City Law Department parking placard to DOF in February 2018. HYKOSMANI’s plea was denied by DOF
and the summons was paid in full. Because HYKOSMANI allegedly used a City Law Department placard, purporting
to be a City Law Department employee, HYKOSMANI is also charged with Criminal Impersonation in the Second
Degree, a class A misdemeanor. Upon conviction, a class A misdemeanor is punishable by up to a year’s
incarceration.

e ELLIOT OBENG-DOMPREH, 33, of Bloomfield, N.J., received a summons for No Standing in a Meter Zone on August
25, 2017 in Manhattan. In an effort to get the ticket dismissed, in September 2017, OBENG-DOMPREH allegedly
submitted to DOF a fraudulent City DOT handicap parking placard. OBENG-DOMPREH’s summons was dismissed
by DOF.

e YING J. LIN, 47, of Fresh Meadows, N.Y., received two summonses for Failure to Display a Muni Meter Receipt and
Failure to Display a Parking Meter Receipt on August 8, 2017 and February 26, 2018, respectively, both in Queens. In
an effort to get the tickets dismissed, in August 2017 and March 2018, LIN allegedly submitted two fraudulent City
DOT handicap parking placards to DOF. LIN’s plea was denied by DOF and the summonses were paid in full.
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e RAMON ARIAS, 57, of East EImhurst, N.Y., received a summons for Failure to Display a Parking Meter Receipt on
January 16, 2018 in Manhattan. In an effort to get the ticket dismissed, ARIAS allegedly submitted a fraudulent New
York Blood Center parking placard to DOF in January 2018. ARIAS’ plea was denied by DOF and the summons was
paid in full. Because ARIAS allegedly used a New York Blood Center placard, purporting to be a New York Blood
Center employee, ARIAS is also charged with Criminal Impersonation in the Second Degree, a class A misdemeanor.

e ARSEN ISKHAKOQV, 47, of Forest Hills, N.Y., received a summons for parking in a No Parking Zone during street
cleaning on February 20, 2018 in Queens. In an effort to get the ticket dismissed, ISKHAKOQV allegedly submitted to
DOF in February 2018 a fraudulent City DOT handicap parking placard. ISKHAKOV’s plea was denied by DOF and
the summons was paid in full.

o CANDIDA ROMAN, 47, of Manhattan, N.Y., received two summonses for Failure to Display a Parking Meter Receipt
on May 9, 2018 and May 10, 2018, both in Manhattan. In an effort to get the two tickets dismissed, ROMAN allegedly
submitted to DOF in May 2018 a fraudulent City DOT handicap parking placard. ROMAN’s plea was denied by DOF
and the summons was paid in full.

e ADRIAN RAMPRASAD, 27, of South Richmond Hill, N.Y., received summonses for Failure to Display a Parking Meter
Receipt on May 30, 2018 and September 20, 2018 in Queens. In an effort to get these tickets dismissed,
RAMPRASAD allegedly twice submitted a fraudulent City Law Department placard to DOF, in October 2018 and June
2018. RAMPRASAD’s plea was denied by DOF and the summonses were paid in full. Because RAMPRASAD
allegedly used a City Law Department placard, purporting to be a City Law Department employee, RAMPRASAD is
also charged with two counts of Criminal Impersonation in the Second Degree, a class A misdemeanor.

¢ JENNIFER ROSARIO, 36, of Manhattan, N.Y., received a summons in a No Standing Except for Authorized Vehicles
zone on July 22, 2018 in Manhattan. In an effort to get the ticket dismissed, ROSARIO allegedly submitted to DOF in
July 2018 a fraudulent City DOT parking placard purportedly assigned to the United States Postal Office. ROSARIO’s
plea was denied by DOF and the summons was paid in full.

Commissioner Garnett thanked Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus R. Vance, Jr., DOT Commissioner Polly
Trottenberg, and their staffs, including DOT Director of Security Operations Stefanie Panuccio, for their cooperation and
assistance in this investigation.

The investigation was conducted by DOI’s Office of the Inspector General for DOT, specifically, Special Investigator
John Eleftheriades and Special Investigator Omar Sarach, under the supervision of Deputy Inspector General Michael
Antolini, Inspector General Greg Cho, Associate Commissioner James Flaherty, Deputy Commissioner/Chief of
Investigations Dominick Zarrella and First Deputy Commissioner Daniel Cort, with assistance from DOI's NYPD Squad of
Detectives.

The case is being prosecuted by the Manhattan District Attorney’s Office, specifically Assistant District Attorney Laura
Wexler and Trial Preparation Assistant Samantha Vitulli, under the supervision of Assistant District Attorney Gloria Garcia,
Chief of the Financial Frauds Bureau, and Executive Assistant District Attorney Michael Sachs, Chief of the Investigation
Division.

Indictments are accusations. Defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.

DOl is one of the oldest law-enforcement agencies in the country and New York City’s corruption watchdog. Investigations may involve any
agency, officer, elected official or employee of the City, as well as those who do business with or receive benefits from the City. DOI’s strategy
attacks corruption comprehensively through systemic investigations that lead to high-impact arrests, preventive internal controls and operational
reforms that improve the way the City runs.

DOI’s press releases can also be found at twitter.com/NYC_DOI
Bribery and Corruption are a Trap. Don’t Get Caught Up. Report It at 212-3-NYC-DOI.



