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UNLICENSED DAY CARE OPERATOR IS ARRESTED FOR IMPERSONATING A LICENSEE 
Accused impostor’s license was revoked in 2009 after two children were injured 

 
 ROSE GILL HEARN, Commissioner of the New York City Department of Investigation (“DOI”), announced 
today that a DOI investigation, conducted with the assistance of the City Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene (“DOHMH”), found that a 33-year-old woman whose license to operate a day care program was revoked 
fraudulently used another woman’s identity and license to run a day care program in her Bronx apartment for 
approximately one year. Desiree Carpio had once been licensed as a day care operator, but her license was 
suspended and revoked in December 2009 after two children suffered injuries, including a broken leg, when she 
left them in the care of her boyfriend. The boyfriend went to prison for felony assault in that case. As a result of 
the current investigation, Carpio’s fraudulent day care program was shut down last month, and Carpio was 
arrested today by DOI investigators.   
 
 DOI interviewed witnesses and reviewed relevant documents as part of its investigation and has referred its 
findings to the office of Bronx County District Attorney Robert T. Johnson and DOHMH Commissioner Dr. Thomas 
Farley. A copy of DOI’s report is attached.  
 
 DOI Commissioner Rose Gill Hearn said, “The care and safety of children in our City is paramount. An 
individual who evades day care regulations through fraud puts children at risk and will face criminal prosecution. 
City procedures revealed this deceptive scheme and shut it down.”  
 
  This investigation began in August 2012, after a City marshal notified DOI that she had been asked to 
schedule a court-ordered eviction of Carpio at an apartment on West 175th Street in the Bronx that housed a 
children’s day care program. (City marshals notify DOI and take precautions before conducting any eviction 
involving a children’s day care program.) DOI advised DOHMH of the prospective eviction, and a DOHMH 
employee noted that Carpio was not the licensed day care operator at the apartment and that Carpio’s previous 
license, at a different address, had been revoked three years earlier. The DOHMH employee immediately 
contacted the day care operator, who identified herself as “Karina Lopez,” the licensee, and said that Carpio no 
longer resided in the apartment. “Lopez” also said that she would go to court to stop the eviction. On Friday, 
August 10, 2012, a DOHMH inspector visited the apartment to ensure that “Lopez” would not have children 
present if the eviction went forward.  The inspector asked the individual claiming to be Lopez, later identified as 
Carpio, for identification and the apartment lease, but was told they were not available. A DOHMH inspector 
returned the next business day, Monday, August 13. Carpio continued to pose as Lopez and signed a written 
statement claiming to be Lopez. The inspector conducted further inquiries with building management, and 
determined that Carpio was actually operating the day care. The following day DOHMH directed Carpio to cease 
operation and the New York State Office of Children and Family Services suspended Lopez’s license and directed 
Carpio to refrain from operating any children’s day care program. DOHMH then reported the matter to DOI and 
assisted in the ensuing investigation.   
 
 DOI’s investigation found that Carpio, not Lopez, was operating the day care program during 2011, had 
signed Lopez’s name on various documents submitted to DOHMH between February and June 2012, and 
identified herself as Lopez to a DOHMH inspector in June 2012.  DOI also found that Lopez had not been 
operating the day care program from at least September 2011 through mid-August 2012. 
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 When Carpio’s scheme was uncovered, 10 children were enrolled in the day care program at the West 175th 
Street location. The children ranged in age from infancy to nearly five years old.  
 
 Commissioner Gill Hearn thanked Bronx County District Attorney Robert T. Johnson, DOHMH Commissioner 
Dr. Thomas A. Farley, City Marshal Darlene Barone, and their staffs, for their cooperation and assistance in this 
investigation.   
 
 The investigation was conducted by DOI’s Office of the Inspector General for DOHMH, with the assistance of 
DOHMH. 
 
 Arrest charges and criminal complaints are accusations. A defendant is presumed innocent until proven guilty. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

DOI is one of the oldest law-enforcement agencies in the country. The agency investigates and refers for prosecution City employees and 
contractors engaged in corrupt or fraudulent activities or unethical conduct. Investigations may involve any agency, officer, elected official or 

employee of the City, as well as those who do business with or receive benefits from the City. 
 

DOI’s press releases can also be found at twitter.com/doinews 
Get the worms out of the Big Apple. To report someone ripping off the City, call DOI at (212) 825-5959. 








