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U.S. ARRESTS A TY WELFARE OFFI CE WORKER FOR STEALI NG
| DENTI TY | NFORMATI ON OF OVER 500 WELFARE RECI Pl ENTS

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York; RONALD WALKER, the Special Agent
in charge of the New York Division of the United States Postal
| nspection Service (“USPIS’); M CHAEL THOMAS, the Special Agent
in charge of the New York Field Ofice of the Internal Revenue
Service (“IRS"); and ROSE A LL HEARN, Comm ssioner of the New
York City Departnent of Investigation (“DA”), announced t hat
JAVAL GREEN was arrested today and charged with stealing the
Soci al Security Nunmbers and ot her personal identifying
information of at |east 589 New York City welfare recipients, and
selling that information to be used to file fraudul ent tax
returns seeking tax refunds fromthe |IRS.

According to a Conpl aint unseal ed today in Manhattan
federal court, GREEN is a mai ntenance wor ker enployed by a
conpany that has a contract to manage the New York City wel fare
office |l ocated at 260 East 161%" Street in the Bronx, New York.
The Conpl aint alleges that on at |east four occasions in 2004 and

2005 GREEN stol e conputer printouts containing the names, Soci al
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Security Nunbers, and other personal identifying information of
wel fare recipients fromthe New York City welfare office where he
worked. In total, GREEN stole the personal identifying
information of at least 589 City welfare recipients, according to
t he Conpl ai nt.

The Conpl aint further charges that, after stealing the
conputer printouts fromthe welfare office, GREEN sold the stolen
personal identity information of City welfare recipients to other
i ndi vidual s who used the information to file fraudul ent tax
returns seeking tax refunds. According to the Conplaint, in many
i nstances, the false tax returns yielded the maxi num avail abl e
Earned Income Tax Credit, which resulted in a refund of
approxi mately $2,500 per tax return. The tax returns were filed
wi t hout the know edge or authorization of the individuals whose
personal identifying informati on had been stol en, the Conpl aint
al | eges, and the individuals who used the stolen identity
information to file the fraudulent tax returns kept the tax
refunds for thensel ves. The Conplaint alleges that numerous
i ndi vi dual s who have been involved in filing fraudul ent tax
returns have al ready been charged and convicted of federal
identity theft and tax fraud of f enses.

| f convicted of the charges, CGREEN faces a nmaxi mum
sentence of 17 years’ inprisonment.

M. KELLEY praised the efforts of the USPIS, the IRS

and the DO. He said the investigation is continuing.
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Assistant United States Attorney ELIE HONIGis in
charge of the prosecution
The charges contained in the Conplaint are nerely
accusations, and the defendant is presunmed i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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