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NEW YORK A TY DEPARTMENT COF ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON
EMPLOYEE | NDI CTED BY FEDERAL GRAND JURY FCOR FALSE
STATEMENTS RELATI NG TO DRI NKI NG WATER MONI TCRI NG

DAVID N KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, announced that D ETER GREENFELD, 63,
an enpl oyee of the New York Gty Departnent of Environnental
Protection (“DEP’), was indicted |late yesterday on federal crim nal
charges of naking fal se docunents and statenents relating to
nmoni toring of drinking water.

In a five-count Indictrment, a federal grand jury sitting
in the Southern District of New York charged that GREENFELD nade
false entries in a |l og book naintained by DEP relating to nonitoring
of drinking water for turbidity, which is a nmeasure of cloudiness, on
four separate occasions in February and March, 2005. According to
the Indictnent, the United States Environnental Protection Agency
(“EPA") required DEP to nmonitor water for turbidity at a nunber of

| ocations, including a DEP water supply facility known as the
Cat skill Lower Effluent Chanber. Al so according to the Indictnent,
EPA personnel periodically reviewed a | og book naintained by DEP at

the Catskill Lower Effluent Chanber (“the |og book”) which purported



to reflect the results of DEP s turbidity nonitoring at that
facility, information relating to the calibration of certain
turbidity nonitoring equipnent |ocated there, and the initials of the
DEP enpl oyee who perforned the nonitoring and the calibration.
According to the Indictnment, the | og book purported to set
forth both the results of turbidity nonitoring performed by an
instrunment that took continuous turbidity readings and the results of
the analysis of “grab sanples,” that is, sanples taken by holding a
container in a streamof running water. The Indictnent alleges that
DEP submtted periodic reports to EPA that purported to reflect the
results of its turbidity nonitoring in the Catskill Lower Effluent
Chanber (“the turbidity reports”). The Indictnent alleges that EPA
utilized data provided by DEP about turbidity nonitoring to ascertain
whet her DEP was in conpliance with applicable regulations, and that
failure to conply with those regulations could have triggered a
requirement to filter water flowng to New York Gty through the
Catskill and Del aware aqueducts.

The Indictnent alleges that GREENFELD was responsi ble for
performng turbidity nonitoring at certain times in the Catskil
Lower Effluent Chanber and for recording the results of that
monitoring in the log book. The Indictment charges that on four
occasi ons during February and March, 2005, GREENFELD entered the
Catskill Lower Effluent Chanber and nade entries in the turbidity |og
book that falsely purported to reflect that he had calibrated
turbidity nonitoring equi pnent and taken and anal yzed grab sanpl es of

water flowi ng through the facility when, in fact, he had not. The

2



I ndi ct ment charges GREENFELD wi th maki ng such fal se entries on four
separate occasions, the last of which is March 7, 2005.

According to the Indictnment, a crimnal investigator
enpl oyed by the United States Attorney’s Cfice for the Southern
Dstrict of New York, together with enpl oyees of the New York Gty
Department of I|nvestigation, interviewed GREENFELD on or about March
11, 2005. The Indictnent charges that during that interview,
GREENFELD fal sely stated that the norning of March 7, 2005, was the
first and only time he ever failed to take a grab sanple while
conducting a turbidity test.

According to the Indictnment, EPA had found that although
turbidity itself had no health effects, turbidity could be harnful in
ot her ways, including by interfering with disinfection and providing
a medium for mcrobial growth. In addition, EPA had found that
turbidity could indicate the presence of disease-causing organi sns,
including bacteria, viruses, and parasites, and that increased
turbidity levels could contribute to the devel opment of certain
potentially harnful disinfection byproducts.

If convicted of the charges, GREENFELD faces a naxi mum
sentence of 25 years in prison.

M. KELLEY praised the efforts of the United States
Environmental Protection Agency’s rimnal Investigation D vision and
the New York Gty Departnent of Investigation in connection with this

investigation. M. KELLEY said that the investigation is continuing.
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Assistant United States Attorney ANNE C RYAN is in charge
of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Indictment are nerely
accusations, and the defendant is presumed innocent unless and until
proven guilty.
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