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FORVER NYC HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY EMPLOYEE
SENTENCED TO A YEAR AND A DAY I N PRI SON FOR THEFT
CONCERNI NG A FEDERALLY FUNDED PROGRAM

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, and ROSE G LL HEARN, the
Comm ssi oner of the New York City Departnent of |nvestigation,
announced that CHARLES W BROW, a fornmer Property Manager with
the New York Gty Housing Authority’ s (“NYCHA”) Departnent of
Facility Planning, was sentenced today in Manhattan federal court
to a year and a day in prison for conspiracy and theft concerning
a federally funded program

On May 13, 2004, BROMN pled guilty to a two-count
| ndi ctment charging himw th conspiracy and with theft concerning
a federally funded program Co-defendant Robert R WIllians, a
former enployee of a Harlemreal estate firm pled guilty to the
sanme charges, contained in a Superseding Information (the

“Information”), on April 20, 2004. According to the Indictnent



and the Information, from about March 2000 through about June
2002, BROWN, with the assistance of WIllianms, |eased city-owned
property nmanaged by NYCHA to five Harl em shopkeepers (the
“Shopkeepers”) and kept the Shopkeepers’ nonthly rental paynents
for thensel ves.

According to the Indictnment and I nformation, beginning
inlate 1999 or early 2000, a shopkeeper who was interested in
obtaining a | ease to open a variety store was introduced to
Wllians. WIllians eventually offered to | ease the shopkeeper
space in a building managed by NYCHA, |ocated at 645 Lenox
Avenue, in Manhattan (“the Shop”), the Indictnment and I nformation
charge. WIlianms thereafter provided the shopkeeper with a
purportedly legitinate five-year |ease for the property from
NYCHA, the Indictnment and Information charge. The | ease,
however, unlike legitinmately issued NYCHA | eases, was signed only
by the Shopkeeper, the Indictnent and Information charge, not by
any official from NYCHA, as required by NYCHA. BROM and
Wl lians together thereafter |eased four additional city-owned
spaces to four nore Shopkeepers and began receiving the nonthly
rents that should have been paid to NYCHA

According to the Indictnment and Information, the
property containing the five Shops remai ned on NYCHA s inventory
of property list, which lists all vacant, city-owned property in
public housi ng devel opnents, after the start dates of the

respective | eases and remain on the property list at present,
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al t hough t he Shopkeepers have occupi ed their respective
properties continuously beginning in either 2000 or 2001.

Al t hough the Shopkeepers initially nade their rent
paynments to WIllianms, in about June 2002, BROW directed the
Shopkeepers to stop paying WIllians, and instead to pay their
rent directly to BROAN, the Indictnent charges. Thereafter,
until about Septenber 2002, BROWN al one continued the inproper
schenme. As a result, between about March 2000 and about
Sept enber 2002, the schenme netted al nost $80, 000, funds that
rightfully should have been paid to NYCHA

WLLIAVS is schedul ed to be sentenced by United
States District Judge GECRCGE B. DAN ELS on Septenber 29, 2004.

M. KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of the New
York City Departnent of Investigation, and thanked the United
States Postal Inspection Service and the United States Departnent
of Housing and Urban Devel opnent’s O fice of |Inspector General
for their assistance in this case.

Assistant United States Attorneys RONNI E ABRAMS and
MARGARET A. CIEPRI SZ are in charge of the prosecution.
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