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Summary of
TUBERCULOSIS HIGHLIGHTS
NEW YORE CITY
YEAR 1965

Among the eight million people residing within the boundaries of New York City:-

2l,221 persons with active tuberculosis, old and new cases, were kmown to
the health authoritlies in 1955. :

13,842 tuberculosis victims remeined under care or supervision on December
31, 1955-

6,014 residents were found with TB for the first time.

1,084 1ost their lives because of tuberculosis.
Deaths (1,084): Males = 84O, Females = 244

L * L]

Tuberculosis among males is more prevelent than among femeles.
New ca.sesn?G.zlh): Males = 3,971, Females = 2,243

Four out of every five newly reported cases of pulmonary tuberculosle vwere
in the moderately advanced or far advanced stages of the disease.

A total of 711,364 chest x-ray examinations for the detection of tuberculosis
were taken by the Department of Health (619,247) and the three
Tuberculosis and Health Assocletions (92,117).

On the last day of 1955 of the 13,842 New Yorkers with active tuberculosis
6,650 wers in hospitals or sanatoria, U,U28 under clinic care, 1,117
received medical care from private physiclans, and 1,647 were under
other types of supervision.

Routine chest x-ray examinations of patients admitted to general hospitels
were being instituted in pudblic and voluntary institutions.

Specific chemotherapy treatment for tuberculosis Yy the Department of Health
included 4,412 patients by year end.

Cost of tuberculosis ~- $50,000,000, estimated to have been spent in New York
City during the year.

» * ¥

Forty-four tuberculosis hospitals and sanatoria in Metropolitan New York and
the State of New Jersey reported treating 23.97% patients in 1955,
rendering 2,927,794 patient days care and discharging 16,759 persons

during the twelve-month period, with 7,366 still under their care by
the end of the year.




TUBERCULOSIS IN NEW YOBK CITY, 1955

TUBERCULOSIS mortallty and morbidity rates today are at levels that
only a decade or two ago seemed to be unatteinsble in so short a peried
of time. There is little question that with the introduction of new druge
and the application of modern medical and surgical technlques geins sgainst
tuberculosls have been accelerated. Although it sppears that eventual
mastering of mortality smd morbidity, if not total ersdication of 1infection,
is an sttairnable goal in the United States there are differences of opinion
as to the best practical means to bring this about. Translating into work-
able commnity ection and everyday practice the findings of medical, welfare
and soclal sclentists is often a slow, arduous process, particularly in ocur
complex metropolitan areas. Tuberculosis —- civilization's anclent and
determined enemy -- gives way slowly and defends its ramparts with ever-
changing cunning.

Therefore, a contimicus reeppraisal is of fundamental importesnce to
determine not only as to what is being dome to prevent and treat tubercu-
losie, and to rehabilitate the patient, but also as to how effectively
medical and social armamentaria are employed to meet changes in community
control of the disease.

Hew York City., becmuse of ite size, congestion and variety of popula-
tion, harbors more tuberculosis than any other American community. Literal-
1y millione of 1ts residents, during their lifetime, have been exposed to,
and many were infected with, the tudbercle bacillus, yet fortunately only a
small fraction become victims of active disease. This "Sword of Democles"
contimies to threaten the health and life of all New Yorkers.

There is some evidence that fewer people are balng infected with tuber-

culosis nowadays than has been the experience in the past.
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First invasion of the body by & tubercle bacilluas, the progenitor of
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the active disease, is en important link in the transmission of tubercu-
losis. Since the ultimate aim of tuberculosis control is %o breek the
chain of infection so that eventually the biological balance will welgh
against the tubercle bacillus reproducing itself, more information is
needed to determine not only who is infected Tut at what age and under what
conditions the original infection tekes place.(*)

An additional important step in this direction was announced. in 1955,
by the Department of Health of its plan to patch test new pupils entering
public high schools as part of its tuberculosis program. and similar tests
were to be made avallsble to pupils at parochial high schools.(?) Pre-
liminary reports on the clty-wide testing of secondary school children,
meinly in the 13-15 age group, brought out that arcund & to 9 percent rTe-
acted positlvely. |

During the year the official and voluntary agencles interested in
tuberculosis control called to public attention that tuberculosis was cnse
of the costliest and most challenging health problems in New York City
today.(¥) It was polnted cut that at present prevention and practical con-
trol are impeded by four major obstacles: (1)Absence of warning signals in
early tuberculosis. (2)lack of adequate housing and proper matrition for
large mumbers of persons, (3)length of time reguired for cure, (U4)lack of
sufficient rehabilitation and community services to improve the patlent's

ebility to return to a useful, productive life.

(*)Feldmann, Floyd M., M.D.: The Tuberculln Test, Bulletin, National Tuber-
culosis Association, Octoder 1955.

(#)The New York Times, Sept. 15, 1955.

(+)Joint statement on Tuberculosis in New York City by the Departments of
Health, Hospitals and Welfare and the Tuberculosis and Health Associations
of Now York City, December 1955.
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« The contimuing seriousmness of tuberculosis once it has reached the
% - stage where medical attention is provided was emphasized by Amberson:

"The early response to treatment may be encouraging, but final
Judegment mist walt for the time when we kmow how meny treated
patients stay well, how many relapse, and how meny die frem
tuberculosis or other canses. With modern therapy we may suc-
ceed merely in deferring the ultimate catastrophe. perhaps for
many years. Untll we succeed in saving patients from dissbility
and later death from tuberculesis, we have herdly achieved our
objective.®(t)

(*)Anberson, J. Burns, M.D., Tuberculosis Csse-Conference, West Point,
N.Y., Feb. 2%, 1956.

Special acknowledgments are due the Bureau of Tuberculosis,
the Bureau of Records and Statistice of the Department of
Health and the Department of Hospitals, City of New York,
who have generously made avallable important detailed
statistlcs of their community-wide activities. Thanks are
alsc due the cooperating tuberculosis hospitals throughout
the Metropolitan Ares, and other authorities who have con-
tinued to furnish reports and have assisted in providing
basic information. -- A.M.I.
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TUBERCULOSIS MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY, CITY OF NEW YORK, 1955 AND 1954

e _—

NEW CASES OF TUBERCULOSIS REPORTED IN EACH BOROUGHE

et

B Number of New Cases Case Rate per 100,000
oroughs 1 195575% || 1955 11954 ] Change 1955/5%
Manhattan .....ceeeoreeeee | 2,99% 3,404 - 410 = 128 {[158.3 177.0 - 18.7 = 11%
Bronx S 2P BB ONOOUEIIPAaRSTEETRS 872 gou + 68 = g 58.6 53.5 + 5.1 = 1@
Brooklyn «...... veveereees |1,64% 1,619 + 25 = 2% 59.9 9.2 + 0.7 = 1%
Queens ..ocoervrcsesacanns 605 612 - 67 = 10% Eg.-)r 40.0 « L4L.7 = 12%
Richmond ..... Rp— 99 B3 + 16 = 19% 5 W.5 + 7.0 =17%
New York City .coevescens . [6,21% 6,582 - 368 = 6% 77-3 81.9 - 4.6 = 6P
B-TOTAL REGISTER OF TUBERCULOSIS CASES* BY BOROUGHS DURING 19%5
Cases Few Total Removed§ |Remaining
Population in Cagen 0ld || Known from in
Boroughs July 1 Register|Reported| Casesn || Cases Register|Register
1955% on Jan.l| during | Re- || during during |on Dec.3l
1955 yoar |sumed || 1955 year 1955
Manhattan ....... .| 1,891,000 T.534 | 2,994 [1,026 11.305h 5,007 6,547
Bronx «.... enesesa | 1,488,000F 2,316 gr2 | 21g8{ 3,406 1,463 1.233
Brooklyn ......0.. | 2,746,000) 3,920 | 1.64% | 574} 6,138 2,790 7,348
Queens s.....e.e.. | 1,713,000 2,018 605 | 170|| 2,793 97 1,818
Richmord ....ocv-e 204,000 194 99 37 370 1 176
New York City it 3-0)4-2 .000 15!982 6’21”' 23025 21(';221 10 9379 13 '81"2

C-MORTALITY FROM ALI, FORMS OF TUBERCULOSIS, BY BORCUGHS

- Resident Deaths within City || Death Rate per 100,000
Bor ® 1955 | 1954 |Change 19 4 1119 19 hange 19 il
Hanhattan esesesnassaan u&l "l"’ - h'a = 0% 22-8 2"‘06 - 108 = i
BrODX «vvevoevvacnnsans s 1n + 7 = 27% 9.7 7.6 +2.1=26%
 BrOOKIYD «recscneianas . 289 292 = a-: 1% 10.5 10.7 - 0.2= 2%
QUeeNs ....ascovassnses 103 127 - 24 = 19$ 6.0 7.6 - 1.6 = 21%
Richmond «cesosvvennces 26 23 + 3=13% 12.7 1.5 + 1.2 =10%
¥ew York City Res. .... ogh 1,029 - 3H = 3b 12.4 12.8 - O.h= 3%
Potel recorded# ...... | 1.084% 1,127 -43= LWg 13.4 14.0 -0.6= 4P

$Including non-residents and persons with unknown address.

D-CLASSIFICATION, TURERCULOSIS CASES* IN REGISTER (end of year)

. On Dec. 31,1955, by Boroughs and for emtire Cit
Clematilestion Mem. | Bronx | Bilyn, |Quoens|Rich. | Tokal | Changs 1955/54
Out-of-town: In senatoria| 597 234 310 162 15 | 1,718 Wl = 25f

Not in sanatoria ....... 29 2 7 2 0 B - 7 = Ly
Total out-of-town ..... 626 236 317 164 15 | 1,358 - W75 = 26
In institutions in city.. | 2,761 6hg 1,213 6l 76 E 32 - 876 = 1%
Attending clinics ....... 1,850 672 1.278 599 29 Jd2g - 4gg = 108
Private physiclens ...... o7 204 328 292 46 | 1,117 - 371 = 5%
No medical or clinic care 6 18 L7 11 193 + 3k = 2%
"Perding™ iececeierenns 9 170 140 % 9 | 1,302 + 102 = 9%
"Home care't o..-iscse--s 23 5 2% 5 0 112 - 66 = 375
Total in register ..... [ 6,547 1,953 3,38 1.818 176 {13.842 -2,140 = 13}

city, recovery.

longer located in city or inmactive.
TPpopulation estimates by Dept. of Health, Clty of HWew York.

- ®A1l forms: pulmonary and non-pulmonary.

"I‘Typa of care not confirmed. *Under med-
ical supervision and treatment by Dept. of Hoapitals.

Y¥Because of death, leaving

In 1955 inventory of register also eliminated duplicates, cases no
Note: "Register"refers to residents of borough.
Compiled from reports,

courtesy of the Department of Health, City of New York, by Statistical Division, New

York Tuberculoslis and Health Assoclation.




MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY

In 1955 tuberculosis took the lives of 1,084(*) persons in New
York City as compared with 1,127 in 1954, the death rates for these years
being 13.4 avd 14.0 per 100,000 population. Deeths of city residents who
died in town emounted to 994 in 1955 and 1,029 in 195%, the respective
rates 12.4 and 12.8.

The boroughs of the Bronx and Richmond showed an incresse in tuber-
culesis mortallty during 1955 of their residents who died within the city.

Active cases in the tuberculosis register of the Department of
Health during last year amounted to 24,221. On Jamuary 1, 1955 there were
15,982 persons under medical care or supervision, 6,21l additional new
cases were reported in the following twelve months and 2.625 resumed care,

. 1,361 of the latter bhaving been previously arrested cases. Furthermore in

1955 the Buream of Tuberculosis removed from its sctive files persons who

«}}

died or whose disease was arrested or inactivated, those leaving the city

and duplicate records resulting in a year-end total of 13,842 active cases.
Tuberculosis stood in Yenth place among the leading causes of death

in New York City (1955) accounting for 1.3 percent of the deaths from all

causes. It is the leading ceause of death smong the infectious diseases

due to a single specific organism.

(*)Total TB deaths recorded in New York City (1955) 1.08% (994 residents
‘ vho died within c¢ity, 38 non-residents, 52 residence unknown)., exclusive
@ ‘ of City residents who died ocut of town.




NEW CASES AND DEATHS, TUBERCULOSIS, NEW YORK CITY, SINCE 1940

New Cases (B3

Deaths

1940 11941 1942 | 1943 [ 1944 | 1945 {1946 | 1947 1948 | 1949 | 1950 (1951 | 1952 | 1955 | 1954 | 1955
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New Cases 9005 9222

Deaths

Statistical Division

New York Tuberculosis and Health Assn.

Based on reports by courtesy of the Bureau of Records

and Statistics, Department of Health, City of New York.

NEW CASE RATE AND DEATH RATE. NEW YGRK CITY, SINCE 1940
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MEW CASES OF TUBERCULOSIS

There were 6,214 new active cases of tuberculosis reported(t) in 1955
as compared with 6,582 in 1954; the corresponding new case rates were 77 and
g2 per 100,000 population, or a decline of 6 percent. The boroughs of Man~
hattan and Queens accounted for the drop in new cases, whereas the Bronx,
Brooklyn and Richmond showed an increase. Almost half (14) of the 30 health
center districts into which New York City is divided reported more new cases
in 1955 than in 195%.

The mejority of the new cases were among residents of Manhattan (299l=lgd)
and Brooklyn (1644=26%) with the smaller proportion in the Bronx (872=14%),
Queens (605-10%) and Richmond (99=2%).

NEW CASES OF TUBERCULOSIS BY BOROUGHS, NEW YORK CITY, 1250-1222

New York
Year | Manhattan|Bronx|Brooklyn |Queens | Richmond City
AW CASES REPORTED
1950 vossesrsone 3,847 glli| 1,948 859 119 1,717
T 155 R —— 3,736 990| 1,866 883 108 7,583
1952 onis & ¢ 4 6w 3,567 910{ 1,875 825 105 7.282
1953 ..... cieass | 3,690 gol| 1,845 g12 98 o349
1954 ciiveensass | 3,L0N gou4| 1,61 672 83 6,582
1955(*) ..... - 2,99 g72| 1. 605 99 6.214
CASE RATE PER 100,000
1980 wuw o s 5 wncnse 196 65 71 55 62 98
1951 ..... 3 wcaseiin 191 67 67 ) 56 gy
1952 ..... ceesne 182 61 68 Eg E} 90
1953 cieueann - 189 €0 67 8 91
LO5: wu s s v s wamen 177 B4 59 4o 42 g2
1955 cererennnn. 158 59 60 35 49 71

(*)Inciudes 51 infants, recently tuberculin positive, given
prophylactic antimicrobiels.

{t)%aw governing control of tuberculosis (Article 7, Section 86, Sanitary
Code of the City of New York) stipulates that: It shall be the duty of
physiclans and institutions to report the diagnosis of tuberculosis to the
Department of Health in writing within 2l hours after the case is dlagnosed.




SOURCE Practically no chapge was noted as to the source first reporting
orF
" REPORT new cases to the Buresm of Tuberculosis after a diagnosis was

mgde. Half of the cases were registered by hospitals in the city (54%),
~ Health Department clinics found 27 percent, other clinics § percent, out-

of-town sanatorla 3 percent, and private physicisns 6 percent, other sources

accounted for 2 percent.

SOURCE OF REPORT, NEW CASES OF TUBERCULOSIS*
__Bew York Clity. 1950-1955

Source of 1950 [1951 1952 [1953 [195% | 1955
Report

NUMEER OF NEW CASES RFPORTED
Hospitals in city ........... | 3910 | 3907 {3eb1 | 3894 | 3537 | 3335
Health Dept. clinics ........ 1755 11882 1747 {1903 | 1696 | 1686
Other c1inics ...evvveveeeeen | T30 | 735 | 658 | 6151 569 | kom
Private physicians .......... | 779 | 607 | 633 | 526 19| 392
Sanatoria, out of town ......| 362 | 335 | 307 | 05| 2667 214
Other sources ......e...eevee| 181 ) 117 | 96 | 306 | 951 92
ALl 80UrCeS «.cesnrecesenss | 7717 | 7583 [ 7282 | 7349 | 6582 | 6211

PERCENT;BY SOTéRGE w »
Hospltels in city .cocvvevae. | B 5l B 5 5 5
Health Dept. clinics ........| 23% | 258 aé 2; 26% | 27%
Other olinics .vveeervevece.s | 9% | 106 | 9% 9% &b
Private physictans ........ | 08| 8| of| 4| 65| €4
Sanatoria, out of town ...... 56| LE| 4| uhi ub| %
Other BOUrces +.ecoeeveneense | 2% | 28| 141 19| 14| &4
All SOUFCES seevervevancnns 00% |100% {1 100% | 100% | 100%

*Tubsrculosis all forms. Note: Included are cases identified
through death certificates (295 in 19%55).

For the United States {1954) the scurces of report of newly reported
active and probably active tuberculosis cases (for states submitting informe-
tion) were: Private physiciane, 12,398=16.7%, TB sanatorisa. 19,379=26.1%,
General hospitals, 5.263=7.1%, Chest elinics. 23,680=31.9%, Mentsl institu-
tions, 1,567=2.1%, Death certificates, 3,664=5.0%, Out of state, 1,485-2.0%,
Other and unlmown, 6,759=9.1%, All sources, 7%,195.(1)

(+ JReported Tuberculosis Data, Calendar Year 195Y%, Public Health Service, U.S.
Department of Heslth, Education, and Welfare, 1956.
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EEW CASES OF TUBERCULOSIS REPORTED IN NEW YORK CITY
By Health Center Districts, 1950-1955

Helghts and health area 85.20 previously in Riverside added to Central Harlem.

Health Center | New Cases Case Rate per 100,000
_DISTRICT ,_}35%3&5.1*19 211953 11954 [1955 11950 119511962 11953 | 1954 11955
Central Earlem ... 79U 831 | 77T 917 803| 697 || 64| 392 313| 373 325| 282
East Harlem ...... Ugs | 450 | W41 hog| 3751 310 || 222 211| 210 209 187| 157
~ Kipe Bay-Yorkville | 202| 207|251 154|159 121 79| 81| %8| 60| 63| Lg
Lover East Side . BlLl| 783 | 688 | T74| 817 | 69U || 262 | 20| 228| 258] 277| 238
Lower West Side .. 792| 665 | Jik | 702] 621 | 591 || 246 208| 221 | 218| 196| 188
Riverside ........ Bo1| 479 | U6TH 23| 382 | 35U || 130 | 146| 154 | 40| 129 126
Vashington Hgts. . _% 321 _3%91 292 | 27! 227 | 109 99| 105| 93| 79| 73
MANHATTAN: 38U (3736 {3567 (3690 |3404 [2golt 11 1961 191 182] 189| 177| 158
Ford 'm-Riverdale . gil102] 88| @5l s58f eo |l 37| W 371 36] 25] 35
Morrisenia ....... 36| 279 | 253 | 266 184 223 || 107| 93] &4| 88| 62| T7
Mott Haven seceone e85 | 2Tk | 292 256 287 307 || 124 119 125| 110} 125| 136
Pelham Bay «cveve. 4bgi 66| 50| 69| 61 Eg 33 ag L5 &9 2
TLOMONt ovrvvoenee 125] 165{ 131 | 129 | 133{ 1 1 gg L W3] Ly
Westchester ...... g61104| 96| 99} Bl! 67 gu 36| 37} 29| b
BROMNX ; 94li 1 6901 910 | ool | 80L | &72 | 67] 61] 60| 54| 59
Bay R1dge ........ 1201 112 99| 99| 95 73| 28| 35] 3[ 30| 29| 22
Bedford ...cevene. 385| 361 | 40O | 386 331 371 (] 124 116 129 126] 110| 122
Brownsville ...... 168 123 431Uy} kol 150 || 60 4| s1| 52| 52| B4
Bushwick «.coenens 173| 164 | 11| 3134 10| 2kg || T8 71| 61] 59] 62| 65
Flattush ......... 169| 136| 138 141} 115| 112 || 35| 28] 28] 29| 23| 22
Fort Greene ...... 289 | 305 307| 310| 283] 267 || 130| 137! 138 142| 131| 125
Gravesend ........ 967 #1|111| 78| 56| G| M| 27| 37 26| 19| 21
Red Hook-Gowamus . 206 | 2u4 126 200 | 188 190 || 120 140§ 113| 116| 111} 114
Sunset Park ...... 1561 147 147| 7| 02| 130 || TO| 66{ 65] 65| U5| H7
Wmsbrg-Greenp't .. 186| 193 | 193| 206| 1671 139 || 86! 91| 91| 99| #1| 68
BROCKLYIN: 1948 [1866 1875 [L8lh [161g l16Hh || 71| 671 681 67| %9 €0
Astoria-L.I.City . 166|146 | 154 | 1261 1031 118 || 63| 55| 56| 46| 38| U3
COXONB +vuvrevnane 110 | 146 | 116 119! 83| 86 Ea 66 Eg W 38 W
Flushing ...vvv0es 132 134} 1321 1371 122] 102 51 W 1| 35| o8
Jemaica Bast ..... 174 | 153§ 167 | 178 139 W5 i 671 56| 61| 64 KO H
Jamaioa West ..... 7| 164 ) 16| 153 k2| a0 || s4| 57| 51| 52 Lel 27
Maspeth-For.Hills. 130] 1401310 99| 83| 74 ) 51f B2 M| 36 =i 27
QUEENS : 801 883|825 812 672] 605 ]| 551 S| 50| 49| BO| 3%
RICHMOND: 1191 108| 105| 98| 83| 991 62| 561 53| 49| k2| ug
NEV YORK CITY .... | 7717 7583|7282 |7349 [6582 621k || 98| ok 90| 91| 82| 77
TBoundary change: Beglnning with 1952 health area 85.10 previocusly in Washingbor

Based on reports., Bureau of Records and Statistics, Department of Health, City of

New York. Compiled by Statistical Division, New York Tuberculosis and Health

Assocliation.
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STAGE OF Four out of every five new pulmonary tuberculosies cases et time

DISEASE
of reglstration are already in the moderately advanced (49%) or

far advanced (32%) stage of tuberculosis. Only 19 percent of the cases are

minimal, as has been the situation for the last five years. This is not an
exclusive local condition since in 1954 country-wide figures show the pro-

portion of new cases by stage of disease to be: Minimal=21.9%, Moderately
advanced=40.T#, Far advanced=37. 4.

STAGE OF DISEASE, NEW CASES OF PULMCNARY TUBERCULOSIS
New York City, 1950-1955

Stage of Disease Totel
Yegr Minimal |[Mod. Adv. Far Adv. Un- [Dead|| New
¥um- | Per~ §{Num-| Per- Fum-{ Per- | known| % Cages
ber cent [ber |cent | ber | cent ¥ L
1950 ... 1 1075 21% |2242 Laf | 1867 366 | 776 558 || 6518
1951 «.. | 2037 19% |2505 WE% {1914 3% | M52 | o3 6331
1952 ... 970 18% (2535 Yo% 1703 33| 53 | 360( 6921
1953 ... 1020 1% al'{og o 1381 31; 385 | 315 Gilo
" 1954 ... 935 19% |2411 50% | 14y 31 2 | 272{] 543
1955 ... 834 19% | 2166 Uo# | 1421 3% Els 225 5063

tStage of disease unknown.  %Cases identified through death

certificate or reported at time of death only. SPulmonary
cages only.

f)

There is some variation between boroughs in respect to ftage of

disease of newly reported cases, as shown on the following table for the yeur

1955.
Stage of Disease by Boroughs
NEW CASES OF PUIMONARY TUBERCULOSIS
New York City, 1955

Stage of Dlsesge Total
Borough Minimal 'Mod. Adv. | Far Adv. Un- | Deed|| New
~|Por~ | Num-] Per- | Num-| Per- | known % Casesg

bor_jeent | ber | eent | ber | cent ¥ h |
Manhottan ...... 376 19% | 858 Y2k 797 %] 207 | 123 2381
Bronx ....... i 12k 21% | 292 503 174 zag 61 32|| 689
Brocklyn ....... 228 18% | 73 58| 299 2 22 50| 1365
Queene ......... 95 20% | 252 E? 136 28% 2 il 539
Richmond ....... 11 23%) 22 heg| i5 8| 36 6 90
New York City .. 834 19% {2166 LoF | 12l 328 | Wig 1 225 506l

TStage of disease unknown. %#0ases identified through desth certificate
Or reported at time of death only. YPulmonary ceses only.




