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NYC Community Services Board Meeting February 19, 2020 |3:00pm – 4:30pm 

Action Items for DOHMH:  

• DOHMH to share opioid presentation slides, epi data brief and NYS proposed budget summary.  

• Dr. Myla Harrison to connect with Dr. Rosa Gil on supportive housing and SUD awareness.  

• CSB members can email CSBNYC@Health.nyc.gov  to order Public Charge flyers (in multiple languages). 

• CSB members to let DOHMH know of additional 2020 CSB priority areas for discussion. 
 

Call to Order: 3:04pm 
Welcome and Introductions:  

• Dr. Hillary Kunins and co-chair Gail Nayowith welcomed the Community Service Board. 

• Dr. Kunins provided updates regarding: 1) the opening of the DOHMH Support and Connection Centers that 
offer short-term, stabilizing services for people with mental health and substance use needs who come into 
contact with the police, 2) post-earthquake deployment of mental health professionals to Puerto Rico and 3) 
the Division’s support for individuals under quarantine or home monitoring for the novel coronavirus. 
 

Action Items from last meeting:   

• OASAS/NYS loan repayment program information is now available at: 
https://www.health.ny.gov/professionals/doctors/graduate_medical_education/doctors_across_ny/  

• Joint meeting of the Criminal Justice (CJ) and Developmental Disabilities (DD) subcommittees on 2.24.20. 

• DOHMH had follow-up conversations with the State Office of Mental Health and Mental Health Clinic 
Directors on workforce. Clinic Directors also noted that the issues were not about caseloads but about 
workloads and retention. The group will also discuss strategies for culture change among providers.  

 
CSB Subcommittee Updates: 

• Mental Health (MH) Subcommittee: Marnie Davidoff mentioned that the subcommittee 1) has been 
focused on the Local Services Plan (LSP) and identified four areas of interest: workforce, suicide prevention, 
immigrant communities and the aging population; 2) planning  to create a workgroup to develop an 
informational sheet for MH providers serving criminal justice involved individuals; and 3) would like to focus 
on suicide prevention among Black children given the increased rate of attempts/ideation in this group.  

• Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Subcommittee: Gail Goldstein shared that the subcommittee will be meeting 
on March 3, 2020, to discuss recommendations in this year’s municipal drug strategy report.  

• Developmental Disabilities (DD) Subcommittee: Dr. Janice Chisholm mentioned that the subcommittee: 1) 
discussed the LSP and is determining areas of focus; 2) is continuing to offer input on the qualitative study to 
assesses unmet needs in I/DD services; and 3) will meet with the CJ subcommittee, OPWDD and H+H 
representatives to discuss supports for people with I/DD  involved in the criminal justice system. 

• Criminal Justice (CJ) Committee: Dr. Michael McRae reiterated looking forward to the DD/CJ meeting.  

• Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, Queer, + (LBGTQ+) Committee: Dr. Chisholm mentioned that the 

subcommittee will discuss 1) the LSP and 2) the subcommittee’s 2020 priorities.  

Update on HealingNYC: Data and Response to the Opioid Overdose Epidemic: 

• Gail Goldstein presented updates on NYC overdose data, HealingNYC and DOHMH initiatives.  

• Dr. Pankaj Patel noted that overprescribing of opioids has decreased in Staten Island and BUPE/naloxone 
awareness has increased, but doctors who overprescribe undo DOHMH’s prevention work.  In response, Dr. 
Kunins noted that municipalities are seeking to hold distributors and manufacturers accountable. 

• Louise Cohen inquired about the uptake of trainings on prescribing, and fentanyl use and impact. Gail 
responded that 60% of overdoses involve fentanyl and that DOHMH tracks bupe prescribers and 
prescriptions (increasing), and supports waivered providers integrating bupe prescribing.  
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• Dr. Patel asked about the role of providers offering BUPE/methadone but don’t have the resources for 
therapeutic interventions and if the State could have requirements around that issue. Dr. Kunins noted that 
OASAS does not require counseling associated with BUPE since studies show that medication use is the core 
high impact strategy, but this doesn’t prevent providers from speaking to patients about their challenges. 
We also promote bupe prescribing in integrated/community based clinics that have more resources. 

• Dr. Rosa Gil inquired about contributing factors to the Bronx having the highest overdose rate and the Latinx 
population having the highest overdose rate. Gail noted that the Bronx has had longstanding opioid 
epidemic problem due to structural racism and poverty. DOHMH completed community level assessments 
related to Latinx opioid use and implemented the Bronx Action Plan to address some of these issues. 

• Dr. Gil also noted that the issue of drug overdose response is very important in supportive housing as many 
physical sites do not have drug use policies for residents.  

• Dr. Roberto-Lewis suggested engaging local doctor groups (e.g.: Northern Manhattan Dominican Doctors 
society) to help reach the Bronx medical community.  

• Dr. Harrison shared that OMH is offering quality improvement funding for clinics that offer MAT services. 
 
The New York State FY 2020-21 Proposed Budget Highlights:   

• Yoshi Pinnaduwa shared brief updates on the: 1) 1% across the board cut for Medicaid (Article 31, 32 and 16 

services are exempt but unclear whether medication assisted treatment (MAT) is exempt), 2)shift of 

Medicaid costs back to counties if 2% local spending growth cap is exceeded, 3) continued Medicaid growth 

cap at 3% and establishment of MRT II process to identify $2.5 billion in Medicaid savings, 4) deferred COLA 

payments, 5) continued direct service provider 2% salary increase and addition of a 2% increase for clinical 

care workers effective 4/1/20, 6) $171 million increase in the OPWDD budget, 7) $20 million for existing 

OMH supported housing rates, additional $10 million in capital funding and $12.5 million for adult home 

housing beds in NYC, 7) $3.75 million for SUD services and transition services in jails to continue existing 

programs, 8) $1.5 million for BH parity compliance efforts, 9) $1 million for suicide prevention efforts for 

veterans, first responders, law enforcement and corrections officers, and 10) 100% county payment of 

forensic services under NYS law 730.20. 

• (Summary from the NYS Conference of Local Mental Hygiene Directors is attached for additional details).  

• Dr. Kunins noted that DOHMH is advocating for: 1) restoration of the Article 6 match,1 2) $14 million in 

additional annual funding to maintain NYC’s supportive housing portfolio, and is supporting 1) the 

authorization of Overdose Prevention Center pilot program in NYC and 2) restricting tobacco use and vaping. 

Dr. Kunins also informed members of the opportunity to submit MRT II recommendations to the State. 

2020 CSB Priorities: Dr. Kunins and Gail Nayowith requested CSB members to list priority topics for 2020. 
Member suggestions include: 

• Dr. Patel - co-location and/or integration of MH/SUD care with primary care. 

• Louise Cohen - agreed with Dr. Patel on integrated care and added the expansion of CCBHCs and the need 
for attribution of patients to behavioral health systems/providers under Value Based Payment.     

• Dr. Gil – continued discussions on the opioid crisis  

• Dr. Roberto-Lewis - suicide prevention and connections to nontraditional treatment.  

• Gail Nayowith - continue discussions on of workforce.  
 

Meeting adjourned 4:34 pm. 
The Next meeting will be held from 3:00pm – 4:30pm on Thursday, May 7, 2020. A draft Local Services Plan will 

be sent to members for review one week prior to the meeting.  

 
1Article 6 is public health funding that the State appropriates to counties including New York City. NYC funds were reduced 
by 16% last year (from 36% to 20%) resulting in a $59M loss in revenue. 


