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2026 Health Advisory #7: Syphilis Treatment Options Given 
Ongoing Long-Acting Benzathine Penicillin G Injectable 

Suspension Shortage 
 

Please distribute to all clinical staff in dermatology, emergency medicine, family medicine, 
geriatrics, internal medicine, obstetrics and gynecology, pediatrics, pharmacy, primary care, and 

urgent care. Please distribute, as appropriate, to outreach providers and community health 
workers. 

 

• Long-acting benzathine penicillin G (BPG) injectable suspensions remain in short supply 
following the recall of select lots of Bicillin L-A® in July 2025. 

• Prioritize BPG for populations for whom it is the only recommended treatment:  
o Pregnant people with primary, secondary, or latent syphilis or exposure to syphilis  
o Infants who may have congenital syphilis due to in utero exposure who meet select 

criteria  
o People with syphilis or exposure to syphilis unable to take doxycycline 

• Doxycycline is an alternative treatment for non-pregnant adults. 

• Macrolide antibiotics, such as azithromycin and erythromycin, are not effective in the 
treatment of syphilis due to antibiotic resistance and should never be used. 

• Pregnant people and people for whom doxycycline is contraindicated may be referred to 
New York City Health Department Sexual Health Clinics for treatment if BPG is unavailable.  
Do not refer people who can be treated with doxycycline. 

• The FDA has temporarily authorized importation of Lentocilin©, another BPG product. 
Extencilline®, another BPG product, is no longer available. 

   

 
April 17, 2026  
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
On July 10, 2025, Pfizer issued a voluntary recall of identified lots of Bicillin L-A® due to particulate 
matter contamination. Since then, the United States has experienced a shortage of benzathine 
penicillin G (BPG) injectable suspension products, of which Bicillin L-A® is historically the only 
domestically available product composed purely of BPG. As of April 13th, 2026, Pfizer updated 
their injectable availability report with an estimated recovery of the Bicillin L-A® shortage in the 
fourth quarter of 2027. To offset the shortage, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has 
continued temporary authorization for the importation of an additional BPG product, Lentocilin ©. 
Extencilline ®, another BPG product previously imported, is no longer available. Prompt and 
appropriate syphilis treatment remains critical as case numbers in New York City (NYC) remain 
elevated. Preliminary data from 2025 include 3,324 reported cases of early syphilis and 2,337 
reported cases of late syphilis or syphilis of unknown duration. 
 

 

 

https://www.nyc.gov/site/doh/services/sexual-health-clinics.page
https://www.pfizerhospitalus.com/sites/default/files/news_announcements/Bicillin%20Recall%20Letter.pdf
https://www.pfizerhospitalus.com/injectables_availability_report
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/drugshortages/dsp_ActiveIngredientDetails.cfm?AI=Penicillin%20G%20Benzathine%20Injection&st=c


  

BPG is the only recommended regimen for the management of pregnant people with primary, 
secondary, or latent syphilis. It is also critical to the management of infants who may have 
congenital syphilis due to in utero exposure to syphilis.  
 
To navigate the continued shortage of Bicillin L-A®, the NYC Health Department recommends the 
following strategies: 

• Prioritize Bicillin L-A® for:  
o Pregnant people with primary, secondary, or latent syphilis or syphilis exposure 
o Infants who may have congenital syphilis due to in utero exposure and meet criteria 

for treatment with BPG 
o People who are unable to receive doxycycline for syphilis due to relative or absolute 

contraindication (e.g., anaphylaxis or Stevens-Johnson syndrome). 

• Conserve Bicillin L-A® inventory by: 
o Treating non-pregnant adults with primary, secondary, or early latent syphilis or 

exposure to syphilis with doxycycline 100 milligrams (mg) orally twice daily for 14 
days. Schedule post-treatment follow-up to confirm adherence. 

o Treating non-pregnant adults with late latent syphilis or latent syphilis of unknown 
duration with doxycycline 100 mg orally twice daily for 28 days. Schedule post-
treatment follow-up to confirm adherence. 

o Accessing historical syphilis testing and treatment information via the NYC Health 
Department’s Syphilis Registry to optimally stage and set treatment duration. 

o Using antibiotic regimens alternative to BPG in the treatment of infections other than 
syphilis. 

• Prioritize clinical judgement when considering doxycycline as an alternative treatment, 
considering BPG for people who may not be able to complete a full doxycycline regimen.  

• Do not use macrolide antibiotics, such as azithromycin and erythromycin, for the treatment 
of syphilis due to near-universal resistance of Treponema pallidum, the causative agent of 
syphilis. 

• Consider Lentocilin© (benzathine benzylpenicillin tetrahydrate), another BPG product 
temporarily authorized by the FDA for import during the shortage. The FDA’s Dear 
Healthcare Provider Letter highlights key differences and guidance on ordering. 

o Other domestically available intramuscular formulations of penicillin, including Bicillin 
C-R®, are not alternatives for the treatment of syphilis because they contain 
insufficient BPG. 

 
The STI Treatment Guidelines provide standard-of-care treatment and follow-up for syphilis. For 
additional clinical questions related to syphilis, contact the NYC Health Department Provider 
Access Line at 866-692-3641 or the STD Clinical Consultation Network.   
 
If your clinical site is experiencing Bicillin L-A® shortage, contact the NYC Health Department by 
emailing stitraining@health.nyc.gov with the name of your facility and “Bicillin L-A shortage” in the 
subject line. We will advise on other facilities with adequate supplies where people can be 
directed for treatment. Pregnant people and people for whom doxycycline is contraindicated may 
be referred to New York City Health Department Sexual Health Clinics for treatment with Bicillin L-
A®. All other patients should receive doxycycline.  
 
Thank you for your continued collaboration in protecting the health of New Yorkers. 

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8344968/pdf/rr7004a1.pdf
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8344968/pdf/rr7004a1.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/std/hcp-syphilis-registry-check.pdf
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2314441
https://courses.nnptc.org/resource_detail.html?id=2718
https://www.fda.gov/media/191431/download?attachment
https://www.fda.gov/media/191431/download?attachment
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8344968/pdf/rr7004a1.pdf
https://www.stdccn.org/render/Public
mailto:stitraining@health.nyc.gov
https://www.nyc.gov/site/doh/services/sexual-health-clinics.page

