DeCillis, Michael

From: Jeffrey Karliner_ >

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 8:44 AM
To: Public Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Cc4056a5d0c6c41200e4008da8117596a%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637964234560541113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MC4AwLjAwMDAILCIQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=6YRIVI%2BP2D
nbcySflbtHcihbxfKuXpEpTgavQulzBGA%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Karliner>
400 west 55th st ny my 10019

Sent from my iPhone



From: arlene blatt

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 3:10 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting Districts 26 and 5 - OPPOSED!!!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Commissioner Mennin,

| am writing in strong opposition to the redistricting of Districts 26 and 5. Such a change would remove
all representative governing from District 5. It demonstrates a total lack of concern and consideration
of constituents living in District 5 who have different issues and needs than those in District 26. In
addition, District 5 would now be in the minority..

Relevant to this, the timing is particularly detrimental to residents in District 5 with the current issue
and battle over congestion pricing looming over our heads. This is where the current Council member
representing District 5 should be focusing - and not on re-districting.

| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council
District 5 which include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side and all of Roosevelt Island not be
adopted for the following additional reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e)
and Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
the proposed district is not compact,

the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

o O O O

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected
neighborhoods. Notably, will a Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to
serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community
Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two
Borough Boards? What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will
ever prevail in a matter of Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold
vastly different positions on important matters of public policy including, but not limited to,
congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?
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A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous
medical and research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those
institutions directly impacted by the proposed new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery,
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Animal Medical
Center, Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years of
experience and expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding
residential areas. How effective will a Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely
impact the provision of municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of
Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not
adopt the proposed districts referenced above. My fellow residents and | stand ready to meet

with Commission staff to address these matters and to propose alternatives. | thank you in
advance for your consideration.

Yours truly,
Arlene Blatt
. Sutton Place South

NY, NY 10022






From:

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 2:42 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Planned Redistricting for NYC District 5

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Walcott and the NYC Districting Commission,

| write to you in reference to my address in District 5 being proposed to join District 26. | live at 425 E 63™ Street and |
have lived within a few blocks of my current address since 2007.

| understand the proposed redistricting is to address the growth in NYC during the last decade, and | appreciate how
difficult this task must be.

My request is that our neighborhood within the UES remain in a Manhattan District. While | believe all boroughs have
good representation, | do think each borough and each neighborhood faces unique issues. | feel that moving us to a
Queens District will minimize the impact of our voices, as the majority of District 26 would have priorities that may differ
from the UES of Manhattan.

| urge the Commission to consider amending the proposed districts such that my neighborhood and those around me
remain in a Manhattan majority district. | understand that in deciding district changes, “district lines shall keep intact
neighborhoods and communities with established ties of common interest and association, whether historical, racial,
economic, ethnic, religious or other.” The proposed district lines separate communities with shared interests, including
Roosevelt Island, which is linked to education institutions on the UES. Our neighborhoods share unique issues related to
healthcare, education, transportation, and recreational/park, all of which are critical and need prioritization for the
health of our community.

I make a (sometimes difficult) choice to live in Manhattan for the unique opportunities and access it offers. | want my
voice to be heard in matters of neighborhood needs. Please reconsider the redistricting such that my neighborhood
representation remains within my borough of Manhattan.

Thank you for your work for our city. | appreciate your consideration for amending the proposed redistricting for District
5.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Keros



A Not-for-Profit Corporation

east sixties neighborhood association, inc.

P.O Box 1855

New York, NY 10021-0048

Tel 212-713-5826  info@esna-nyc.com * www.esna-nyc.com

August 5, 2022

To: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission

VIA EMAIL TO: PublicTestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov

MAIL TO: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission, 253 Broadway-4" FI, NYC 10007

RE: Redistricting a portion of NYC Council Manhattan District 5 to Queens District 26

Dear Commissioner Walcott,

I write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan
Council District 5 which include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt
Island not be adopted for the following reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria outlined in City Charter Section 52 (1) (¢) (d)
and (e) and Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:
neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
the proposed district is not compact,
the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected
neighborhoods. Notably, will a Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the
needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8 and
Roosevelt Island? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional Manhattan
Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards?
What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of
Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on
important matters of public policy including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will
a Queens Council Member adopt?



A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous
medical and research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions
directly impacted by the proposed new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan
Kettering Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Schwarzman Animal Medical Center,
Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How
effective will a Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Community District 8 ranks 47% out of 59 Districts with the least amount of public park space.
This plan would remove 24 Sycamores Park, most of Honey Locust Park , most of the East River
Esplanade, and all of Andrew Haswell Green Park (AHG). AHG Phase 3 of the park will likely cost 25
million dollars to complete. Will a Council Member in CD26 spend that kind of money for an area that
represents only 27% of the residents/voters in her/his District? Not to mention that the parks that move
to CD#26 Queens will have a different Borough Commissioner from the sections that remain in CDS5.

Third and finally, this oddly shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely
impact the provision of municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s
residents. We refer you to the resolution passed by Community Board 8 disapproving the redistricting
commission’s map and refer you to the map proposed by Community Board 8’s resolution, which would
result in District 4 having a population of 177,446 and District 5 a population of 177,176 etc.

In the strongest terms possible, I urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not
adopt the proposed districts referenced above.

I thank you in advance for your consideration,

Yours truly,

U\N\V

Christina Conway E 65° Apt 12B NY NY 10065

“Celebrating the Spirit of Neighborhood”






Third and finally, this oddly shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and
adversely impact the provision of municipal services and diminish the political voices of
thousands of Manhattan's residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board
and not adopt the proposed districts referenced above. Keep the Sutton Area
neighborhood intact and with representation in Manhattan Thank you in advance for
your consideration.

Signature:
Christopher T. Kraus

Date: August 15, 2022






Third and finally, this oddly shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and
adversely impact the provision of municipal services and diminish the political voices of
thousands of Manhattan's residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board
and not adopt the proposed districts referenced above. Keep the Sutton Area
neighborhood intact and with representation in Manhattan Thank you in advance for
your consideration.

Signature:
Darcy A. Stacom

Date: August 15, 2022



From: David Lieberman

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 3:44 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] NYC Districting Commission Public Hearing, Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Good Afternoon

My name is David Lieberman, and | am a representative of Paramount Group, in Times Square. | respectfully
submit this testimony to urge the New York City Districting Commission to modify the redistricting map by
extending the boundary lines for Council Districts 3 and 4 from Broadway and 42nd Street to Columbus Circle.
This will create a more equitable representation for our commercial and cultural district.

The Times Square district, the area from 40th Street to 53rd Street between 6th and 8th Avenues, and
Restaurant Row on 46th Street between 8th and 9th Avenues, comprise one of the City’s most vital economic
engines. The eastern portion of the district is largely characterized by office use and hotels and serves as a
transition point between the Midtown East commercial core and the entertainment district west of Broadway,
which includes the Theater District and more residential uses.

Times Square’s western portion has been culturally and politically aligned with the Hell’s Kitchen community
for decades. However, in the current draft of the redistricting map, Times Square loses critical representation
with constituencies west of Broadway. We believe a more equitable solution can be achieved by continuing
the boundary lines along Broadway from 42nd Street to Columbus Circle.

This will ensure the Times Square area can continue to work in partnership with and would establish an
alignment of interests between residents, businesses, and the theater community, and be more
representative of the diversity of these constituencies at the City Council, which has been vital to the success
of Times Square for nearly a decade.

The partnership between Times Square and its surrounding communities has led to the successful passage of

legislation that has eased pedestrian congestion, expanded public plazas, and improved the quality of life for

people who live, work, and visit the Times Square area.

It is critical that the City Council boundary lines be redrawn in a way that includes the diversity of commercial
and residential interests that have helped make Times Square the economic engine it is today. It will also help
ensure a more equitable recovery for the area in the years ahead.

Thank you for considering this recommendation to modify the district lines for the Times Square district.

Sincerely,

David Lieberman



David Lieberman

Paramount Group
1633 Broadway, New York, NY 10019
Direct:




A Not-for-Profit Corporation

east sixties neighborhood association, inc.
P.O Box 1855

New York, NY 10021

Tel 212-713-5826 « www.esna-nyc.com

TO: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission

FROM: Francisco Negrete [l East 63rd st. W1E.NY.NY. 10065
DATE: July 27, 2022

RE:  Redistricting a portion of NYC Council Manhattan District 5 to Queens District 26

VIA EMAIL TO: PublicTestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov

MAIL TO: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission, 253 Broadway-4™ FI, NYC 10007

Good day Chair Walcott,

The plan presented for 54 blocks of the Upper East Side and Roosevelt Island is not acceptable to the residents of the East
Sixties. We believe it violates the charter requirements of keeping neighborhoods compact and in tack This plan would
make CD26 an oddly shaped district with practical difficulties: they are - would the Council Member have a district office
in Manhattan as well as on Roosevelt Island; would the Council Member cover Community Board meetings in Board 8 &
6 and have full membership on both Borough Boards, and finally we believe this part of Community District 8 would
have a diminution of representation. While other Districts have physical boundaries in more than one borough, they are
directly adjacent to one another. They do not have a river separating them as in this proposed plan. The issues in CD26 are
not the same as in CD5. There are several well-established neighborhood associations whose membership would be torn
asunder.

The issues that involve City Agencies such as Transportation, Sanitation, Parks etc. are different in the two council
districts. Then there are two other major issues that would tear our community apart. The first is the hospital corridor with
their buildings for the major institutions many of which would be in CD26 under the new plan. But many of their offices
and allied buildings and staff and doctors would be located in/or live in CD5 making it difficult for discussing issues
constantly arising. The second is Community District 8 ranks 47" out of 51 Districts for the least amount of park space in
the city. This plan would remove: 24 Sycamores Park; % of Honey Locust Park—with ¥ remaining in D5; most of our
East River Esplanade and Andrew Haswell Green Park Phase 1 & 2A—2B is under construction at this time. Phase 3 has
not yet started and will likely cost $25 Million dollars to complete. Will a Council Member in CD26 spend that kind of
money for an area that represents only 27% of the voters in her/his District? Most of the funding will probably be spent in
the Queens part of the district. This would result in CD 5 having the least amount of Park space in NYC.

We strongly recommend that you study and implement Community Board 8’s resolution and plan, as it takes into account
the number of residents in all the adjourning districts.

Our Neighborhood Association depends greatly on our Council Member and her office staff, which is easy to reach by a
short bus ride. I strongly urge the New York City Districting Commission to reconsider this ill-conceived plan and not
divide an indivisible and cohesive neighborhood.

“Celebrating the Spirit of Neighborhood”



A Not-for-Profit Corporation

east sixties neighborhood association, inc.
P.O Box 1855

New York, NY 10021

Tel 212-713-5826 « www.esna-nyc.com

TO: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission

FROM: (name) (address)

DATE: July 27, 2022

RE:  Redistricting a portion of NYC Council Manhattan District 5 to Queens District 26

VIA EMAIL TO: PublicTestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov

MAIL TO: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission, 253 Broadway-4" FI, NYC 10007

Good day Chair Walcott,

The plan presented for 54 blocks of the Upper East Side and Roosevelt Island is not acceptable to the residents of the East
Sixties. We believe it violates the charter requirements of keeping neighborhoods compact and in tack This plan would
make CD26 an oddly shaped district with practical difficulties: they are - would the Council Member have a district office
in Manhattan as well as on Roosevelt Island; would the Council Member cover Community Board meetings in Board 8 &
6 and have full membership on both Borough Boards, and finally we believe this part of Community District 8 would
have a diminution of representation. While other Districts have physical boundaries in more than one borough, they are
directly adjacent to one another. They do not have a river separating them as in this proposed plan. The issues in CD26 are
not the same as in CD5. There are several well-established neighborhood associations whose membership would be torn
asunder.

The issues that involve City Agencies such as Transportation, Sanitation, Parks etc. are different in the two council
districts. Then there are two other major issues that would tear our community apart. The first is the hospital corridor with
their buildings for the major institutions many of which would be in CD26 under the new plan. But many of their offices
and allied buildings and staff and doctors would be located in/or live in CD5 making it difficult for discussing issues
constantly arising. The second is Community District 8 ranks 47" out of 51 Districts for the least amount of park space in
the city. This plan would remove: 24 Sycamores Park; % of Honey Locust Park—with ¥ remaining in D5; most of our
East River Esplanade and Andrew Haswell Green Park Phase 1 & 2A—2B is under construction at this time. Phase 3 has
not yet started and will likely cost $25 Million dollars to complete. Will a Council Member in CD26 spend that kind of
money for an area that represents only 27% of the voters in her/his District? Most of the funding will probably be spent in
the Queens part of the district. This would result in CD 5 having the least amount of Park space in NYC.

We strongly recommend that you study and implement Community Board 8’s resolution and plan, as it takes into account
the number of residents in all the adjourning districts.

Our Neighborhood Association depends greatly on our Council Member and her office staff, which is easy to reach by a
short bus ride. I strongly urge the New York City Districting Commission to reconsider this ill-conceived plan and not
divide an indivisible and cohesive neighborhood.

“Celebrating the Spirit of Neighborhood”



August 16, 2022

Dennis M. Walcott, Chair

New York City Districting Commission
253 Broadway, 3rd Floor

New York, NY 10007
NYCRedistricting@redistricting.nyc.gov

Dear Chair Walcott,

Alla relident o JSutton Place South [or nearly a ["arter ol[‘a centlry (2[Tyearllin 20247 |
write to ask that you PLEASAE NOT ADOPT the preliminary district lines proposed for
Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which incl_de portionJo[]
S(tton Place, the Cpper Ealt Side and all oCRooelelt Illand [or the realonlInoted [elow.

My initial ol lection il that the drat propolal wolld appear to [iolate [0[r ol the criteria (et [orth
in City Charter Section [2 (1 ¢l ld‘and [¢[‘and Section [2 [2[] The [iolation o thole criteria
ret0in diCtrictOwhere

e neiChCorhoodJand coll 1 [nitieoLintere[t are not kept intact,

« the propoled diltrict iLinot coll pact,

o the propoled di'trict re( [1tllin an eltrel e crolloler diltrict, and
« the propoled diltrict i ery oddly Chaped.

Second, the propoled di_trictwill create Lilnilicant practical dillic(ltie[l (or the allected
neilhlLorhood(] notally [plittin(]the S(tton Place coll I [nity olintere[t Letween [ Lltiple
diltrictl1and coll(inin[]reprelentation [or a portion o b r Manhattan col [ [nity with [1een’(!
Will a CleenJ1Colncil Me[l Cer hale a diltrict ollice in Manhattan to reprelent and [erle the
need[l ol the eltraordinarily hiCh percentale ol eniorlin Manhattan Col [I [hity Diltrict[6 [ ([
Will a [1eenl1Col ncil Mel [ er [end reprelentation to two or [1ore additional Manhattan

Coll [ nity [oardJor hold [Tl [Tel] CerChip on [1[ltiple [Jorol1"h [Joard[T]

The propolal doelInot adel T ately addrelT]or recol nile the [act that ol'r property talellare
calcllated diTerently. We are a col ][ hity ol prillarily coopl] condolland rentall'l Diltrict 26 il
predollinantly reprelented [y 1, 2 and 3 [allily hollell

Additionally, Col'ncil Dirtrict 4 halla lare "enior pop[lation which i[Treliant ['pon the ealily
accel Tille pocket parkiiwe hale [Taintained in ol r area throl 1 h a local park conlerancy
which haldeleloped clole workin[Irelationhipliwith olr Colncil Mel[1[er(1 They hale [een
part ol the ralric ololr neil h[orhoodlland ['nderltandin(the needl ol the con(titlentl!

And, while I'] on the [TTTect ol fpocket park(”, there iT1allo the i[TTe ol participator (1 dletinl’,
which il1[airly new to ol'r col1[1 [ nity and with which we are [linally ['eein(1a [reater
"nder’tandin(]ol the procelTland el panded col ][ nity infollellent [ro’] ol T relident[l How
likely iC1the Manhattan portion ol'the propoled diltrict to [eclre it[Ineeded and re[Lilite [Tndin(
[or col][1[nity prolectlin the related ["eol raphic land ["alT]in which we relide thro( T h the
Participatory [1rdletin[1procel T1iollowin[1thilipropoled chanle when 1ot o[0T new dil trict
licellin a dillerent [oro I 'h(] The coll il Tion wolld likely (e creatin(] [ilnilicant di[paritie!
allonIneiChCorCJwho Chare the parkiland accelT]to the new [reenway o[l Sltton Place[!



Manhattan and [1[een(irelident1[]ay hold altly dillerent polition(lon i]portant [Jatter( 1o}
pLLlic policy inclCdin(], [t not liClited to, conleltion pricinl], etc. Will the intere t1JoManhattan
reLidentl] e ade[ ] ately and appropriately Ler_ed Ly a CoLncil MelJ Ler who Ler[ella []alority
ol conltittentlilinllin [1[een( 1]

A lilnilicant and defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of
a [air n[J Cer o edical and relearch [acilitieJwith Cprawlin(], denlely popllated callpllell
Al onlJthole inLtit tionIdirectly iLl pacted Ly the propolLed new lineJare Holpital [or Special
SCrlery, Mellorial Sloan Ketterinl Cancer Center, New York Pre[LyterianWeill Cornell,
Rockeleller [Inilerlity and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected ollicial hale year( 1ol el perience in
addrelLinJa collpleLity oLneedLlin conlInction with en L rinJthe col patiLility o[ thele
inLtit_tionUwith (L rroCndinrelidential areall How ellecti_e will a [1LeenJColncil Mell Ler (e
in thiCreCard[

Finally, thi'1[irky, oddly [haped, eltrel e crolloler diltrict will [il nhilicantly and adlerlely
il pact the prolilion ol 1] [hicipal [erlicelland dilliniCh the political [oicel ol tho[Tandl/ol]
Manhattan’s residents.

| elJphatically L e the Coll JiLLion NOT to adopt the propoled diltrict_relerenced aLole and
contine to work on a LJore acceptalle alternatiCe with a Cetter knowlede and deeper
[nder(tandinlolthe i(ITelJo[blr coll [l [nitiell | eChort the collli(Tion to keep the Sutton
Area neighborhood intact AND [ pported Ly reprelentation (aled in Manhattan where the
coll [ [nity iDphyLically located.

Thank yollin adance [or yoLr tiLle and attention. | rely [pon the ColJ Li[Lion’'Ualtl te
[nder(tandinJolthe proposal’s elucidated [hortcolJin[11and it[Iclearer [ralp ol the challene[]
or worl e, hardlhip(} [y [ellow Ealt Side and S tton Area neil hl orliwolId hale to endlre,
Cho(ld the propolal e adopted.

Sincerely,

Heather L. Bain

[l S tton Place Solth
New York, NY 10022



A Not-for-Profit Corporation
east sixties neighborhood association, inc.
P.O Box 1855

New York, NY 10021

Tel 212-713-5826 « www.esna-nyc.com

TO:  Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission
FROM: Hillary Zilz, . East 64™ Street #E11C, New York, NY 10065
DATE: July 27, 2022
RE:  Redistricting a portion of NYC Council Manhattan District 5 to Queens District 26

VIA EMAIL TO: PublicTestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov

MAIL TO: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission, 253 Broadway-4® FI, NYC 10007

Good day Chair Walcott,

The plan presented for 54 blocks of the Upper East Side and Roosevelt Island is not acceptable to the residents of the East
Sixties. We believe it violates the charter requirements of keeping neighborhoods compact and in tack This plan would
make CD26 an oddly shaped district with practical difficulties: they are - would the Council Member have a district office
in Manhattan as well as on Roosevelt Island; would the Council Member cover Community Board meetings in Board 8 &
6 and have full membership on both Borough Boards, and finally we believe this part of Community District 8 would
have a diminution of representation. While other Districts have physical boundaries in more than one borough, they are
directly adjacent to one another. They do not have a river separating them as in this proposed plan. The issues in CD26 are
not the same as in CD5. There are several well-established neighborhood associations whose membership would be torn
asunder.

The issues that involve City Agencies such as Transportation, Sanitation, Parks etc. are different in the two council
districts. Then there are two other major issues that would tear our community apart. The first is the hospital corridor with
their buildings for the major institutions many of which would be in CD26 under the new plan. But many of their offices
and allied buildings and staff and doctors would be located in/or live in CD5 making it difficult for discussing issues
constantly arising. The second is Community District 8 ranks 47® out of 51 Districts for the least amount of park space in
the city. This plan would remove: 24 Sycamores Park; % of Honey Locust Park—with ¥4 remaining in D5; most of our
East River Esplanade and Andrew Haswell Green Park Phase 1 & 2A—2B is under construction at this time. Phase 3 has
not yet started and will likely cost $25 Million dollars to complete. Will a Council Member in CD26 spend that kind of
money for an area that represents only 27% of the voters in her/his District? Most of the funding will probably be spent in
the Queens part of the district. This would result in CD 5 having the least amount of Park space in NYC.

We strongly recommend that you study and implement Community Board 8’s resolution and plan, as it takes into account
the number of residents in all the adjourning districts.

Our Neighborhood Association depends greatly on our Council Member and her office staff, which is easy to reach by a
short bus ride. I strongly urge the New York City Districting Commission to reconsider this ill-conceived plan and not
divide an indivisible and cohesive neighborhood.

“Celebrating the Spirit of Neighborhood”



From: Jane Margaretten-Ohring

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 4:26 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

| am very concerned about the proposal to make Roosevelt Island part of Queens. Where is the logic in this? Right now,

both termini of the tram are in Manhattan. Under redistricting, 1 stop will be in Queens, the other in Manhattan. And to
make the whole 12-14,000 paople have to change from 212 numbers and 10044 zip codes to 112 zip codes seems like a

huge amount of bureaucratic red tape. As the saying goes- If it ain't broke, don't fix it.

Jane Margaretten
Roosevelt Island resident



From: Jeannine Ross

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 11:54 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] District Reassignment

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

| live on East 64th in an area threatened by district redrawing. The needs of the UES are completely disregarded. It
impacts transportation, education and public space. If | wanted to live in a Queens district, | would have made that

decision, not had the decision determined for me.

What mismanagement.

Sent from my iPhone






Szfli‘ki()n Place South
Apt 14 H
New York, New York 10022

8/17/2022

Dennis M. Walcott, Chair

New York City Districting Commission
253 Broadway, 4" Floor

New York, NY 10007

RE: Response to NYC Districting Commission Preliminary Plan #1 Map for
Sutton Place Council District 4

Dear Chair Walcott,

I am writing to ask that the redistricting proposal for Sutton Place Council
District 4 not be adopted for the following reasons:

First, the draft proposal violates 4 of the criteria set forth in City Charter
Section 52(1)(c)(d) and (e) and Section 52 (2). The violation results in
districts where:

- Neighborhoods and Communities of Interest are not kept intact

- The proposed district is not compact

- The proposed district is an extreme crossover district

- The proposed district is very oddly shaped

Second, here are just two of the many reasons our districts bear little to no
resemblance to each other

1) Our property taxes are calculated differently. We are a community of
primarily coops, condos and rentals. District 26 is predominately
represented by 1,2 and 3 family homes.

2) Council District 4 has a large senior population which are reliant upon
the easily accessible pocket parks we have maintained in our area
through a local park conservancy which has developed a close working
relationship with our Council Members. They understand our needs.

Will either of these items be given the same amount of attention from a
Queens Council Member?



On a personal level, I have lived on Sutton Place South for 48 years. I have
lived in Manhattan my entire adult life. I shop locally, all my activities take
place in Manhattan - restaurants, theaters, concert halls, schools, doctors,
parks ,etc. I don’t remember the last time I was in Queens. My interests in
what needs to be done in this city is compatible with others on the East side
of Manhattan.

1t is for these reasons I urge the Commission to not adopt the proposed
redistricting.

My fellow neighbors and I stand ready to testify in person on August 22" to
make sure our voices are heard.

Respectfully yours,



From: judith petrone

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 9:48 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re-districting City Council

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Commissioner Dennis M. Walcott, Chair,

I write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and
Manhattan Council District 5 which include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side
and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52
(1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts
where:

e neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

e the proposed district is not compact,

e the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
e the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected
neighborhoods. Notably, will a Queens Council Member have a district office in
Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in
Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8?

Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional Manhattan
Community Boards?

Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards?

What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever
prevail in a matter of Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may
hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy including, but not
limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of

numerous medical and research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses.

Among those institutions directly impacted by the proposed new lines are: Hospital for
1



Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weuill
Cornell, Animal Medical Center, Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan
elected officials have years of experience and expertise in addressing the compatibility of
these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a Queens Council
Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and
adversely impact the provision of municipal services and diminish the political voices of
thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, I urge the Commission to return to the drawing board
and not adopt the proposed districts referenced above. My fellow residents and I stand
ready to meet with Commission staff to address these matters and to propose
alternatives. I thank you in advance for your consideration.

Yours truly

Judith Petrone
[l Sutton Place South Apt 2K



From: Judy Belle

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 1:41 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Terrible idea. Don’t let it happen.
Judith Gronich

Il c72nd st



Kenneth Sprague

. Sutton Place South
2L

New York, NY 10022

August 16, 2022

Dear Commissioner;

| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following
reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and
Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

* neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
¢ the proposed district is not compact,

e the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
¢ the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably,
will a Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high
percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send
representation to two additional Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full
membership on two Borough Boards? What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district
will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different
positions on important matters of public policy including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will
a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions directly impacted by the proposed
new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill
Cornell, Animal Medical Center, Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years of
experience and expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas.
How effective will a Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision
of municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. My fellow residents and | stand ready to meet with Commission staff to address these
matters and to propose alternatives. | thank you in advance for your consideration.

Yours truly,
K,en %rq_jue

Kenneth Sprague



From: Lazaro Fuentes

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 6:35 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Upper East Side Redistricting makes no sense

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

To whom it may concern,
The Upper East Side redistricting being proposed disenfranchises so many and frankly makes no sense.

The only reason to do something so onerous is to divide communities of interest that have over many years organized
themselves into these communities.

Itis as if there is either something nefarious afoot or this redistricting is the result of extreme levels of incompetence.
Which is it?

Just because you are part of a commission it does not mean that you must make drastic changes.

As someone who sat on multiple authorities appointed by council, | can tell you from experience that if something is not
broken then much of your job is to maintain the good status quo and to not break things. If something not broken don’t
fix it. And if it needs fixing, you don’t need to be radical about it.

Incremental is better than radical change. | strongly urge more evolution than revolution in your decision making.

Kind regards,
Lazaro Fuentes

Park Avenue
New York, NY 10128



From: Linda Becker

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 2:31 PM

To: Public Testimony

Cc: Assemblymember Rebecca Seawright; Governor.Hochul@exec.ny.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL] My Opposition to Proposed Redistricting: Roosevelt Island / Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

| am a resident on Roosevelt Island --- | want my home to stay in District 5 as part of Manhattan.
| support City Councilmember Julie Menin's letter stating objections to the proposed redistricting
plan.

My views:
1. Roosevelt Island was conceived and built as a "Manhattan Utopian Community". We are a
Manhattan Island under New York City's City Charter.

2. Three elementary schools — P.S. 158, 183 and 217 — would be
absorbed by the majority-Queens Council District 26, despite remaining a
part of the Upper East Side's school district --- CRAZY!!!

3. "The Roosevelt Island Tramway is an aerial tramway in New York City that spans

the East River and connects Roosevelt Island to the Upper East Side of Manhattan"
(description from Wikipedia)

How can the Roosevelt Island Tramway be split between two districts--
The East Tramway Depot on Roosevelt Island, moved into District 26 and
the West Tramway Depot on Manhattan remaining in District 5 ---
CRAZY!!

4. The proposal effects significant parkland: Sutton Place Park, John Jay
Park and a chunk of the East River Esplanade would be shifted to District
26. --- VERY BAD!!!

DUMP THE REDISTRICTING PLAN!!!

Sincerely, Linda A. Becker
Resident - Main Street, Apt 207

1



Garnetnyc@egmail com




From: Lori Goodman

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 10:07 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] KEEP HELL'S KITCHEN WHOLE

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

To whom it may concern:

I have been a resident of Hell's Kitchen for over 33 years. I first moved here because it was the only place I
could afford to live. I have stayed because of the sense of community. I raised two children here in part
because of the help and support from my neighbors and because I wanted to raise my children in a diverse
community where exposure to different cultures was embedded in their everyday experience.

The current move to divide Hell's Kitchen into three separate districts is in direct conflict with who we are as a
neighborhood. The preliminary map that divides our neighborhood would take our majority minority
neighborhood and slice it into three white majority districts. This will not only dilute the minority voice and
vote in three separate districts but is also in violation of the Federal Voting Rights Act of 1965.

In addition, Hell's Kitchen needs one elected official on the city council to fight for our parks, our schools, our
small businesses, LGBITQ+ rights, and our Clinton Special District.

Hell's Kitchen runs from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, 34th Street to 59th Street. We are a west side
neighborhood and it would hurt us greatly to have part of Hell's KItchen represented by the same city council
person who represents Stuyvesant Town on the lower east side.

I've included links for the proposed Unity Map that I wholeheartedly support.

Please KEEP HELL'S KITCHEN WHOLE.

Thank you for your time,
Lori Goodman

Unity ma for CD-3 https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022

Unity map for the entire city.
https://nyc.redistrictingandyou.org/?districtType=cc&propA=current 2013&propB=council plan unitymapjuly18#%26
map=9.85/40.72/-73.96

https://newplayexchange.org/users/8464/lori-goodman




A Not-for-Profit Corporation

east sixties neighborhood association, inc.

P.O Box 1855

New York, NY 10021-0048

Tel 212-713-5826 ¢ info@esna-nyc.com * www.esna-nyc.com

August 5, 2022

To: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission
RE: Redistricting a portion of NYC Council Manhattan District 5 to Queens District 26

Dear Commissioner Walcott,

I write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan
Council District 5 which include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt
Island not be adopted for the following reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria outlined in City Charter Section 52 (1) (¢) (d)
and (e) and Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

e neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

e the proposed district is not compact,

e the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and

e the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected
neighborhoods. Notably, will a Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the
needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8 and
Roosevelt Island? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional Manhattan
Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards?
What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of
Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on
important matters of public policy including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will
a Queens Council Member adopt?



A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous
medical and research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions
directly impacted by the proposed new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan
Kettering Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Schwarzman Animal Medical Center,
Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How
effective will a Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Community District 8 ranks 47" out of 59 Districts with the least amount of public park space.
This plan would remove 24 Sycamores Park, most of Honey Locust Park , most of the East River
Esplanade, and all of Andrew Haswell Green Park (AHG). AHG Phase 3 of the park will likely cost 25
million dollars to complete. Will a Council Member in CD26 spend that kind of money for an area that
represents only 27% of the residents/voters in her/his District? Not to mention that the parks that move
to CD#26 Queens will have a different Borough Commissioner from the sections that remain in CDS.

Third and finally, this oddly shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely
impact the provision of municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s
residents. We refer you to the resolution passed by Community Board 8 disapproving the redistricting
commission’s map and refer you to the map proposed by Community Board 8’s resolution, which would
result in District 4 having a population of 177,446 and District 5 a population of 177,176 etc.

In the strongest terms possible, I urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not
adopt the proposed districts referenced above.
I thank you in advance for your consideration,

Yours truly,

Meredith Murphy I E 64" St, Apt 6C 10065

“Celebrating the Spirit of Neighborhood”






Third and finally, this oddly shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and
adversely impact the provision of municipal services and diminish the political voices of
thousands of Manhattan's residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board
and not adopt the proposed districts referenced above. Keep the Sutton Area
neighborhood intact and with representation in Manhattan Thank you in advance for

your consideration.
Signature:
Michele F. Kraus

Date: August 15, 2022



From:

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 11:27 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Natalia Collazo Fernandez

l E 79th St New York, NY 10075-1037



A Not-for-Profit Corporation

east sixties neighborhood association, inc.

P.O Box 1855

New York, NY 10021-0048

Tel 212-713-5826 * info@esna-nyc.com » WWww.esna-nyc.com

August 5, 2022
To: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission

VIA EMAIL TO: PublicTestimony(@redistricting.nye.goy

MAIL TO: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission, 253 Broadway-4" FI. NYC 10007
RE: Redistricting a portion of NYC Council Manhattan District 5 to Queens District 26

Dear Commissioner Walcott,

[ write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan
Council District 5 which include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt

Island not be adopted for the following reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria outlined in City Charter Section 52 (1) (¢) (d)
and (e) and Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:
e neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

the proposed district is not compact,
the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and

e the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected
neighborhoods. Notably, will a Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the
needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8 and
Roosevelt Island? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional Manhattan
Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards?
What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of
Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on
important matters of public policy including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will

a Queens Council Member adopt?




, A defining clement of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous
medical and rescarch facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those insliluliom
directly impacted by the proposed new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan j
Kettering Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Schwarzman Animal Medical Center
Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and ‘

cxpcrl.lsc in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential arcas. How
effective will a Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Community District 8 ranks 47" out of 59 Districts with the least amount of public park space.
This plan would remove 24 Sycamores Park, most of Honey Locust Park , most of the East River
Esplanade, and all of Andrew Haswell Green Park (AHG). AHG Phasc 3 of the park will likely cost 25
million dollars to complete. Will a Council Member in CD26 spend that kind of money for an arca that
represents only 27% of the residents/voters in her/his District? Not to mention that the parks that move
to CD#26 Queens will have a different Borough Commissioner from the sections that remain in CD5.

Third and finally, this oddly shaped, extreme crossover district will si gnificantly and adversely
impact the provision of municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s
residents. We refer you to the resolution passed by Community Board 8 disapproving the redistricting
commission’s map and refer you to the map proposed by Community Board 8’s resolution, which would
result in District 4 having a population of 177,446 and District 5 a population of 177,176 etc.

In the strongest terms possible, I urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not
adopt the proposed districts referenced above.

[ thank you in advance for your consideration,

Yourg truly, g ;Q/ /w 6 J,/
/ﬁ/’a@ Lo i IR EP S Sty o
NAME ADDRESS Zip Code

“Celebrating the Spirit of Neighborhood™




From: Patricia Agostino

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 10:12 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Proposed Districts

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Commissioners,

I’'m writing to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 & Manhattan Council District 5 which
includes portions of Sutton Place, the UES & Roosevelt Island NOT BE ADOPTED for the following reasons:

FIRST, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1), (c), (d), & (e) & Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria would result in districts where:

*neighborhoods & communities of interest are not kept intact *the proposed district is not compact *the proposed
district results in an extreme crossover district *proposed district is very oddly shaped SECOND, proposed districts will
create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Will a Queens Council Member have a district
office in Manhattan to serve the needs of Manhattan Community Districts? Manhattan & Queens residents may hold
extremely different positions on important matters of public policy.

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical & research facilities
with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience & expertise in
addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas.

THIRD, proposed district will significantly & adversely impact municipal services & diminish the political voices of
thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

| urge the Commission not to adopt the proposed districts.

Sincerely,

Patricia R Agostino
- East 72nd St.
Apartment 11A
NY, NY 10021

Sent from my iPhone
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From: paulette

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 11:42 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] This redistricting proposal for the Upper East Side

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

....and Queens is unfair to everyone, the Queens community and the East Side of Manhattan community. We live on 69th
Street and 2nd Avenue. We are more connected to 1st avenue and York, sutton place, Carl Schutz park, ps 158 (my
daughter went there); St Catherine's Park and playground (my children and grandchildren), than we are say, to 5th and
Madison Avenues, so it really makes no sense at all. But for sure the entire upper east side community issues are more
aligned than with the areas in Queens, or in fact Roosevelt Island (although the tram will now be in 2 districts according to
this redistricting?).

The traffic patterns and dangers are completely different in crowded ues than Queens. The bike path necessities are
different. The school populations and needs are different and diverse. Does the redistricting 'committee’ take into
account that we have large white populations in our elementary schools, as well as large black populations in our high
schools, maybe not so large new immigrant populations? Does this proposed Queens area have this? Honestly, this plan
is even more stupid than the gerrymandered Congressional district that the 'independent’ upstate authority forced on us,
so we have to choose between 2 terrific powerful, effective Congress people (and a good upstart as well). Now you're
asking us to choose someone for our council seat that represents mostly an area of the city that we don't know very

well?

Let us continue to choose representatives from the 'hood', who know the area they advocate for, not spread our
representation so thin that no one can make an intelligent argument to the council for managing the entire City according
to local needs.

Thank you,

Paulette Kellner

East 69th Street
Y 10021




From:

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 12:55 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,

| have lived on East 72nd Street between 1st and York Avenues for 30 years (I'm 68 now). My children were born here
and went to school at PS 158 and then Wagner. | used to commute to work on the 6 train, now | regularly use the Q
train, which is one block away from me. The idea that these places are to be split into different districts is absurd. | can
count the number of times I've been to any part of Queens Council District 26 in those 30 years on my fingers and not
even need them all.

| believe that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which include
portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island should not be adopted.

Additionally, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and
Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

o neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
J the proposed district is not compact,

o the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
o the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Furthermore, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably,
will a Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high
percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to
two additional Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough
Boards? What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of
Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of
public policy including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of municipal
services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,



Mr. Phil Collis

[ : 72nd st Apt 88 New York, NY 10021-4646 || GG



From: Robert Norell

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 11:43 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting Plans

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Districting Commission
253 Broadway, 3rd Floor
New York, New York 10007

Attention:

Dennis M. Walcott, Chair
Hon. Marilyn D. Go Maria Mateo, Esq.
Joshua Schneps

Lisa Sorin

Msgr. Kevin Sullivan
Kai-Ki Wong

Maf Misbah Uddin
Michael Schnall

Kristen A. Johnson

Yovan Samuel Collado
Gregory W. Kirschenbaum
Marc Wurzel

Kevin John Hanratty

Dr. Darrin K. Porcher

Dear Commissioners:

| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council
District 5 which include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side and all of Roosevelt Island NOT
be adopted. | can see no rational reason for combining these two distinctly different parts if New York
City. Manhattan and Queens residents hold vastly different positions on important matters of public
policy and you would be doing a tremendous disservice to residents of both areas by combining
them. On every issue, one group would be silenced over the other once a decision would be made.

| ask that you reconsider combining these two drastically different parts of the city.

Sincerely,
Robert E. Norell

Sutton Place South #11A
New York, NY 10022






Thank you for consideting this recommendation to modify the district lines for the
Times Square district.

Sincerely,

Nl

Robert E. Wankel

o



August 5, 2022

To: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission
253 Broadway-4™ F1, NYC 10007

RE: Redistricting a portion of NYC Council Manhattan District 5 to Queens District 26

Dear Commissioner Walcott,

I write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan
Council District 5 which include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt
Island not be adopted for the following reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria outlined in City Charter Section 52 (1) (¢) (d)
and (e) and Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

e neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

e the proposed district is not compact,

e the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and

e the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected
neighborhoods. Notably, will a Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the
needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8 and
Roosevelt Island? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional Manhattan
Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards?
What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of
Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on
important matters of public policy including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will
a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous
medical and research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions
directly impacted by the proposed new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan
Kettering Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Schwarzman Animal Medical Center,
Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How
effective will a Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Community District 8 ranks 47" out of 59 Districts with the least amount of public park space.
This plan would remove 24 Sycamores Park, most of Honey Locust Park, most of the East River

1



Esplanade, and all of Andrew Haswell Green Park (AHG). AHG Phase 3 of the park will likely cost 25
million dollars to complete. Will a Council Member in CD26 spend that kind of money for an area that

represents only 27% of the residents/voters in her/his District? Not to mention that the parks that move

to CD#26 Queens will have a different Borough Commissioner from the sections that remain in CDS5.

Third and finally, this oddly shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely
impact the provision of municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s
residents. We refer you to the resolution passed by Community Board 8 disapproving the redistricting
commission’s map and refer you to the map proposed by Community Board 8’s resolution, which
would result in District 4 having a population of 177,446 and District 5 a population of 177,176 etc.

In the strongest terms possible, I urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not
adopt the proposed districts referenced above.

I thank you in advance for your consideration,

Yours truly,
Sam Vero . E34th St, 4A  New York, NY 10016
NAME ADDRESS Zip Code



From: Tracy Elstein

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 10:31 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] TESTIMONY FROM RESIDENTS AT 422 EAST 72nd STREET - 163 Letters were collected

OPPOSING THE MERGER!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Mr. Walcott,

| am president of The Oxford on 72" Street (422 East 72" Street) and am opposed to the merger of Queens Council
District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5. We have collected 163 letters from Oxford residents who also oppose the
proposed merger.

Here is a link to those letters which | am also FedExing to your offices today:
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:77224d7f-bfda-440a-a484-56f47b339ff4

We strongly encourage the Redistricting Commission to return to the drawing board and vote to reject the proposed
merger.

Sincerely,

Tracy Elstein
President, Oxford on 72" Street- East 72" Street, New York, NY 10021)

Tracy Elstein




. Sutton Place South
New York, Ny 10022

August 16, 2022

Dennis M. Walcott, Chair

New York City Districting Commission 253 Broadway,
3rd Floor

New York, NY 10007

Dear Chair Walcott,

As a long-time resident (since 1991) of] . Sutton Place South, I write to ask that you DO NOT ADOPT the
preliminary district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side and all of Roosevelt Island for the following reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (¢) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:
e neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
the proposed district is not compact,
the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods, notably
splitting the Sutton Place community of interest between multiple districts and combining representation for a portion
of our Manhattan community with Queens. Will a Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to
represent and serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 &
8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two or more additional Manhattan Community Boards or
hold full membership on multiple Borough Boards? What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed
district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory Budgeting, creating significant disparities among neighbors who
share the parks and access to the new Greenway from Sutton Place? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly
different positions on important matters of public policy including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Will the
interests of Manhattan residents be served by a Council Member who serves a majority of constituents in Queens?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions directly impacted by the proposed new
lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill
Cornell, Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience in addressing
the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a Queens Council Member
be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

I will be out-of-town on August 22 so I cannot come with my neighbors to testify in person. Instead I am sending this
testimony in writing and hope that it will be heard. In the strongest terms possible, I urge the Commission to return to
the drawing board and not adopt the proposed districts referenced above. Keep the Sutton Area neighborhood intact and
with representation in Manhattan! Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Respectfully yours,

Signature: A. Vivette Ancona




From:

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 8:46 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Dr. Alan Minkoff

l E 72nd St New York, NY 10021-4650



. 000090909999

From: Alexander Yesikov

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 10:14 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell’s Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3,4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C93ce53a2e4324c26db2508da80bf52ad%7C
35c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637963857953137553%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eylWijoi
MC4wLjAwMDAILCIQljoiV2luMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=v3W98TME7dY
OkTqEZU77Zwmn74esQgm6XcmbXsSh0Q0%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,
Alexander Yesikov

w 47th Str apt 4E
New York, NY 10036



From: Alexandra Elson

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:30 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Alexandra Elson
-E Broadway
New York, NY 10002



From: Amy Stoller

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:39 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Amy Stoller

[l W soth st

New York, NY 10024



From: Ana Marton

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 2:32 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,
Ana Marton
E 7th St
New York, NY 10009



From: Andrew Der

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 10:08 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Andrew Der

[l W 57th sT, #10s
New York, NY 10019



From: Angela Daniela Bernedo Pantigozo

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 10:45 AM

To: Public Testimony

Cc: jm_short@ymail.com

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to Redistricting Roosevelt Island

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

To Members of the Redistricting Commission:

[ strongly oppose the redistricting lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan
Council District 5, which includes Roosevelt Island, for the following reason(s):

The proposed change is a direct violation of City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section
52 (2), resulting in:

1. Neighborhoods and communities of interest not being kept intact.

2. The proposed district is very oddly shaped.
In addition, the Queens member would need to send representatives to 2 Manhattan Community
Boards and hold membership in 2 Borough Boards. Queens and Manhattan residents may differ on
public policy issues such as congestion pricing. Manhattan residents in the Queens district would be
at a disadvantage in participatory budgeting.

Loss of representation in District 5, where the tramway is rooted, puts operation of this vital link in
jeopardy.

A. Daniela Bernedo P., DDS

. main st apt 3E
New York, NY 10044



From: Anne Mitcheltree

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 2:32 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,
Anne Mitcheltree
E 5th St
New York, NY 10003



From: Ann Natyzak

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:33 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Cfe8eeddd0984425ac38f08da80769a7e%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637963545326561903%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
CawLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=EKNegbf8vWdL4
TtGHMR%2FuRYV08mkfg3qfrATtWwByWY%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,
Ann Natyzak

[l w.s5thst.

Sent from my iPhone



From: Bryan Grandison

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:55 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Cdbcel170239ee4f52a3f008da8079a41d%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637963557185419835%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
CawLjAwWMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=SvUwCwtDZqZHx
3jWHAEiOoKoglIKZn2fUJpY714rVudA%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Bryan Grandison
[l W 55th st, #2F
New York, NY 10019



From: genata carol

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:49 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,
genata carol
E 10th St
New York, NY 10009



From: Carol Kino

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:30 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Carol Kino
.Horatio St

New York, NY 10014



From: Carol Yost

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:12 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Carol Yost

W 16th st

New York, NY 10011



From: Coco Paladino

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 5:25 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Ce2d264d75aec46df907d08da80970507%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637963684395017529%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MC4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2luMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=6qJn%2FVeli6
WGEGGLCddPv9sHD1z5UA502iBxE823gWk%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Constance Paladino
-West 55th Street
Apt 3F

New York, NYS 10019

Sent from my iPhone



From: cs

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 2:23 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

cs

Il W 104th st
New York, NY 10025



From: Dana Dumbroff

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 3:05 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Dana Dumbroff
- West 55th Street



From: Debra Alberts

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 2:19 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C16d197cc5de14fd267f708da807cfd3d%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637963571558981083%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
CawLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=RhME%2BEKrQIG
pMkf7IFEeFADTKKUAPVSYrzTHRNOzXbw%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Debra Alberts

- West 55th Street Apt 3D
New York, NY 10019



From: Diana Daimwood

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 5:58 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Diana Daimwood
Lexington Ave

New York, NY 10075



From: Elaine Skirka

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 11:17 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

| am writing to say | am very opposed for District 5 to be swallowed up into a Queens district. This district in Queens has
a lot of problems that we should not be involved in. Leave us alone doing good things for our neighbors. 50 upper east
side blocks will suffer. Let the Queens district solve their own problems.

Elaine Skirka

Sent from my iPad



A Not-for-Profti Corporation
east sixties neighborhood association, inc.

P.O Box 1855

New York, NY 10021
Tel 212-713-5826 « www.cspasnyc.com

TO:  Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission _ _
FROM: (name) 75, ticl Terrat (address) . & UM Sy, AN N rke WY 1 00@S™
DATE: July 27, 2022

Redistricting a portion of NYC Council Manhatian District 5 to Queens District 26

RE:
VIA EMAIL TO: PublicTestimony@ redistriciing.nyc.gov
3 Broadway-4" FI, NYC 10007

MAIL TO: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission, 25
G(l'ﬁod day Chair Walcott, |
The plan presented for 54 blocks of the Upper East Side and Roosevelt Island is not acceptable to the residents of the East
Sixties. We believe it violates the charter requinemients of keeping neighborhoods compact and intact. This plan would
make CD26 an oddly shaped district with practical difficulties: they are - would the Council Member have a district office
in Manhattan as well s on Roosevelt Island; would the Council Member cover Community Board mectings in Board 8 &
6 and have full membership on both Borough Boards, and finally we believe this part of Community District 8 would
have a diminution of representation. While other Districts have physical boundaries in more than onc borough, they are
directly adjscent to one another. They do not have a river separating them as in this proposed plen, The issues in CD26 are
pot the same as in CD35. And there are several well-established neighborhood associations whose membership would be
torn asunder,
The issues that involve City Agencies such as Transportation, Sanitation, Parks ete. arc diffecent in the two council
districts. Then there are two other major issues that would tear our community apart. The first is the hospital corridor with
their buildings for the major institutions many of which would be in CD26 under the new plan. But many of their offices
and allied buildings and staf¥ and doctors would be located in‘or live in CDS5 making it difficult for discussing issucs
constantly arising. Not to mention the effect on “bench to bed” translational medicine rescarch, The second is
Community District 8 ranks 47* out of 59 Districts for the least amount of park space in the city. This plan would remove:
from CD 5 24 Sycamores Park: % of Honey Locust Park—with % remaining in DS; most of our East River Esplanade and
Andrew Haswell Green Park Phase 1 & 2A—2B is under construction at this time. Phase 3 has not yet started and will
likely cost $25 Million dollars 10 complete. Will a Council Member in CD26 spend that kind of money for an area that
represents only 27% of the voters in her/his District” Most of the funding will probably be spent in the Queens part of the
district.
We strongly recommend that you study and implement Community Board 8's resolution and plan, as it takes into account
the number of residents in all the adjourning districts.
Our Neighborhood Association depends greatly on our Council Member and her office staft, which is easy to reach by 3
short bus ride. | strongly urge the New York City Districting Commission to reconsider this ill-conceived plan and not
divide an indivisible and cohesive neighborhood.

“Celebrating the Spirit of Neighbarhood™

-
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From: Gail Cancelino

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:24 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it’s imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,
Gail Cancelino

New York, NY 10014



Gail Tavelman
I East 66 Street, Apt 10A
New York, NY 10065

Dennis M. Walcott, Chair
Districting Commission

253 Broadway, 3rd Floor
New York, New York 10007

Dear Commissioner Walcott:

We write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council
District 5 which include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side and all of Roosevelt Island not be

adopted for the following reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e)

and Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

the proposed district is not compact,

the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and

the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods.
Notably, will a Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the
extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council
Member send representation to two additional Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member
hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the
proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents
may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy including, but not limited to, congestion

pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and
research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions directly impacted by

the proposed new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York



Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Animal Medical Center, Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan
elected officials have years of experience and expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions

with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the

provision of municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the
proposed districts referenced above. My fellow residents and | stand ready to meet with Commission staff to
address these matters and to propose alternatives.

I thank you in advance for your consideration,

Gail Tavelman
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From: Gemma Pescevich

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 8:02 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting-

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Opposing this plan, bad plan for the UES community.

Gemma Pescevich



From: George Dorris

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 2:24 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

George Dorris

[ £ 20th st

New York, NY 10003



From: Greg Koch

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 10:20 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C3af2372035df45e1a95808da80c03d04%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637963860470117425%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
CawLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=3rRkBt6Nen2eRr
Y3ZPawubukm9mWnTavq2D12IhWW5k%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Gregory Koch

I ws7thst, 3B
New York, NY 10019



From: Gregory Bishop

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 6:59 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C3c03814f11ab423af16b08da80a40882%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637963739246395199%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
CawLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2luMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=FupQjBFq2Hwmt
X8NkuEo6CTGRBKO8KYSFBfZU4bFKTg%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Gregory Bishop

[l W 47th Street Apt 4E
NY, NY 10036

Sent from my iPad



From: Gregory Juedes

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 2:02 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Gregory Juedes
IWarrington Pl
Bluffton, SC 29910



From: Harriet Bachmann

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:59 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Harriet Bachmann
. 5th Ave

New York, NY 10003



From: Harriet Botwinick

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 2:09 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C794997fe34cb47bd91c108da807b9b29%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637963566809592473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MC4AwLjAwMDAILCIQljoiV2IuMzIiLCJBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=Yj1QS%2B9US5t
MmBwYfHUGr621sQ%2BNcD6upbe6bnlldxslw%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Harriet Botwinick
- West 55th Street
4D

NYC, NY 10019

Sent from my iPhone



From:

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 3:36 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mrs. Helen Hooke

[l & 79th st Apt 14y New York, NY 10075-0959 ||



From: henry johnson

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 10:59 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Henry L. Johnson
W 55th st, 19D
NY,NY 10019
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From: HOWARD LEVITSKY

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 1:20 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell’s Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3,4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Cf5cc1afd8b914576d57c08da80d96680%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637963968482327984%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eylWIljoiM
C4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzIliLCIBTil61k1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=UweUaTls2JoRxr
g%2FWamlL7pL9K4RKgxxoLkUkvibVO0%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,
Howard Levitsky

W 43rd St., #29P
New York, NY 10036



From: Janet shea

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 10:05 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Re-districting Roosevelt Island, NY from New York County, NY to Parts of
Queens/LIC

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

To Whom It May Concern:

This is regarding the proposal to re-district my home (have lived here for 40 years) of Roosevelt Island, New York from
New York County (Manhattan) to parts of Queens LIC/ to more closely meet "one man/woman/one vote".

I'm including and agreeing with all these reasons below another long-time fellow-resident cites as important reasons to
Not re-district Roosevelt Island New York from New York County ("Manhattan") to parts of Queens/LIC

Though Roosevelt Island, New York may appear to have a certain "thousand number of residents", many residents here
are transient-they work for the UN, have residences in other countries, now that all buildings are out of Mitchell-Lama and
some residents can buy, they are no longer living on Roosevelt Island as their primary residence.

Others who appear as "permanent residents" on Roosevelt Island are also not permanent-such as Cornell Technion
University students and staff, New York Presbyterian Weill Cornell and Memorial Sloan Kettering staff.

If my home county is changed from New York County ("Manhattan") to parts of Queens/LIC, it will require me to putin a
lot of time-consuming work changing many of my official documents such as:

Banking

Other financial records such as Investments
Power of Attorney

Health Care Proxy

Work

Health, Life and other Insurance

Health Providers including, hospitals, urgent care centers, diagnostic providers such as radiology, etc.
Mailing information

Retail delivery information

Church records

Other legal records

Charge account information

New York State driver's license

USA Passport, etc.

*After this, | may be required to spend a lot more time and work making calls and sending emails to correct mistakes
made to some of these changes.

**| went through this when my parents passed away. It did require a lot of time and work. It was also very stressful.

I'm the only breadwinner in my family and like many other New Yorkers and Americans, I'm very busy, am struggling and
really can't afford to have my precious time used for this.

****I'm also a York State Notary certified in New York County, as my county of residence.
Re-districting Roosevelt Island from New York County to parts of Queens/LIC would require more time and work to
change it. | use my New York State Notary Public New York County certification for important legal documents at

1



work. Many of these documents require a New York County Notary Public. Changing my certification from New York
County to Queens County/LIC would have a major impact on my job.

There is already a "Main Street" in Queens. Adding "Main Street" from Roosevelt Island to Queens will result in confusion,
important documents not being mailed correctly, etc.

*****[ will NOT Vote for anyone who is responsible for trying to do this!

Janet M. Shea
Main Street
oosevelt Island, NY 10044
Janet M. Shea



From:

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 6:55 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Miss Jennifer Schuppert

l Main St New York, NY 10044-0105
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From: Jesse Bilotta

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 6:43 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3,4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Cc22d79c4567644b3896308da80ale14c%7C
35c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637963731279426537%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eylWijoi
MC4wLjAwMDAILCIQljoiV2luMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=MSrm63DEcd4
k9ew7frhcOn2QPdH9cwTXp9fPuNjEVyU%3D&amp;reserved=0

Sincerely,
<<Jesse Bilotta>>

<- W. 47th st. >>

Thank you for your time,
Jesse Bilotta



From: Jesse Rosen

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 3:40 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell%2 ¢ s Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. [ am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish to see
our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from
Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one
that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3,4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. I think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, I ask that
you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to
address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
<<NAME>>]esse Rosen
<<ADDRESS>>JJJJj West 55th Street 4B, NY NY 10019

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android




From: Jonathan S. Cerullo

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 9:48 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's
Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here
knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th
Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines
proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter
than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you support
the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address
the unique needs of our community. Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3.
https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022 Sincerely, <<FIRST NAME>> <<LAST NAME>> <<BUILDING STREET
ADDRESS>>

Jonathan Stuart Cerullo Sent from IPhone Somewhere in the world



From: Jonathan Cherr

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 10:10 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,
Jonathan Cherr
E 5th St
New York, NY 10003



From: JSCTheatricals - Cerullo

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 9:47 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's
Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here
knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th
Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines
proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter
than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you support
the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address
the unique needs of our community. Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3.
https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022 Sincerely, <<FIRST NAME>> <<LAST NAME>> <<BUILDING STREET
ADDRESS>>

Sent from somewhere Hopefully in a theater



From: Karin Schall

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 12:28 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hells Kitchen Whole!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

To Whom It May Concern:

As a proud resident of Hell’s Kitchen for over 27 years, | am appalled that our beloved neighborhood is being divided for
political purposes.

Just Google Hell’s Kitchen and you too will read that HK is a neighborhood bordered by 34th street to the south, 59th
street to the north, Eighth Avenue to the East, and the Hudson River to the west.

The physical boundaries shape our neighborhood. We are a diverse community that shares concerns about safety,
LGBTQ issues, fair housing, community involvement and so much more.

Young Theater folks caring for elderly neighbors.

Bodega owners who know a locals’ daily coffee order.

We come together to plant gardens and help rid our streets of rats.

Young families, immigrants, small business owners, drag queens, union workers — We all chose to move to HK to build
and strengthen this neighborhood we love.

We should NOT be arbitrarily sliced into districts which don’t make sense.
We demand that politicians #KeepHell’sKitchenWhole

Thank you,

Karin Schall

- West 48th Street 5R
NY, NY 10036

Sent from my iPhone



From: Kathleen Steed

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 8:41 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Next: Albany County, WY in the same district with Albany, NY?

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Perhaps the Federal Government could hire the same redistricting firm. They then could decide that Albany
County, Wyoming should be in the same district as the city of Albany, New York. That makes as much sense as
adding a Manhattan District to Queens.

Kathleen Steed
il 3rc Ave, Apt. 2A
New York, NY 10128-3651

Resident in Council District 5 for 45 years.



From: Katie Devlin

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:02 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,
Katie Devlin
E 36th St
New York, NY 10016
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From: Keith David

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 9:41 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell’s Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3,4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C616ccd5c68564fac663808da80bac3c9%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637963838106941881%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eylWIljoiM
C4AwLjAwMDAILCIQljoiV2IuMzIliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=dIcOPRZj7a47%2
BBD%2FmCgW%2FipbQAhTAUOLLdjm5AaydBQ%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,
Keith David
[l W 55th street, New York, NY 10019



From: Laraine Kravitz

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:54 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Laraine Kravitz

[ £ 20th st

New York, NY 10003



From: Leslie Kriesel

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:58 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe that the current City Council redistricting must right the wrongs of the last redistricting and establish a
fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting power and
equal representation. The last redistricting gave some districts, like the 1st and 3rd, 10% more residents than other
districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with diminished voting
power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality has only grown as
populations in some districts, like the 3rd, have soared; that district now has over 30% more residents than other
districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more underrepresented and with
proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations. If anything, that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power for all New Yorkers and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Leslie Kriesel

Il W 1ith st

New York, NY 10014



From: Liz Keefe

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 5:54 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Liz Giletto
[l . 43 street #18N, NY, NY 10036



From: Matt

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 12:15 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Matt Green
-West 53rd Street
New York, NY 10019



From: Margaret Schwarz

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 9:44 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] keep the upper east side in manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

| am a life long New Yorker born and raised in Astoria N.Y.. | love Astoria, but, NYC, namely the upper east side is now
my home. Having lived in both boroughs, | know from experience that they are very different and require representation
that will fairly reflect their needs and wants. Please keep the districts as they are.

Thank you,
Margaret Schwarz



From: Margot Jacqz

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 11:15 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comments on redistricting: Manhattan 6 to 7. Please don't.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

| am unable to attend the hearing on City Council redistricting, but wish to say | object to changes at the north corner of
District 6. | understand the current configuration looks odd on a map, but in neighborhood terms, to the end of West
End Avenue, we are much more strongly connected to the Upper West Side south of us than to Manhattan Valley,
Manhattanville, Morningside and West Harlem to the north.

Thank you.

Margot Jacqz
[l West 103 st #12d
New York NY 10025



From: Marilyn Sachar

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:15 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Marilyn Sachar

[ cothst

New York, NY 10003



From: Marydene Davis

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 2:08 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,
Marydene Davis
E 15th St
New York, NY 10003



From: Mary Loftus

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 2:18 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,
Mary Loftus
E 9th St
New York, NY 10003



From: Mary Robertson

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 4:05 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting comment

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you

recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

To the commitee,

It would be ideal to have Jerrold Nadler and Caroline Maloney not running against each other. They both sit on
important committees. Please redraw the districts to allow them both to serve.

Thank you,
Mary Robertson

[l West 16th st #8D
New York, Ny 10011



From: Mary Steinbauer

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:58 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Mary Steinbauer

[ W 1oth st

New York, NY 10011
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From: matt cheng

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 2:16 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell’s Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Matt cheng

. west 42nd street, New York, NY 10036



Matthew Dennis | Elizabeth Reis
BE. 72 Street, Apt. 38A
New York, NY 10021

August 16, 2022

Dennis M. Walcott, Chair
Districting Commission

253 Broadway, 3 Floor
New York, New York 10007

Dear Mr. Walcott,

We are writing to comment on the redistricting plan proposed, as required by the City Charter, by the
commission you chair. We currently reside in a part of District 5 on the Upper East Side that, under the
new map, would be severed from the rest of Manhattan and joined to Queens (in District 26). We
understand the difficulty of the commission’s task, including the need to rebalance populations
throughout New York, but we believe the current plan to be unsuitable.

We urge the commission to rethink and adjust the proposed map because it seems to violate some basic
objectives of the redistricting process and because it would likely have negative effects both to the
people and neighborhoods moved from Manhattan into District 26 and to those in Queens required to
icorporate the Manhattan residents in question.

The commission’s mandate was to give each district a roughly equivalent population. But the process
was supposed to keep existing communities and neighborhoods intact. To quote the City Charter:
“District lines shall keep intact neighborhoods and communities with established ties of common
interest and association, whether historical, racial, economic, ethnic, religious or other.”

The commission was also instructed to avoid diluting the voting power of racial and linguistic
minorities. We are not concerned about potential dilution for ourselves. But the proposed map seems to
undermine this goal for District 26, where new constituents from the Upper East Side could weaken the
voting power of the racial and linguistic minorities currently living in Queens. We can imagine the
residents of Yorkville (where we live) successfully lobbying for increased services here, for example,
perhaps at the expense of residents of Queens with different concerns and perhaps more pressing needs
for basic services, maintenance, and improvements.

Many of our neighbors are worried that the social and economic needs in Queens would be a burden or
a distraction to Upper East Siders. We worry, instead, about the potential ways in which the needs of
Queens’ residents might be subsumed by the impact of vocal, (mostly) wealthier fellow New Yorkers
living outside of Queens, here across the river.

In addition, the current map severs our neighborhood—about 50,000 people and their environs, about
50 blocks—from its natural and long-term community on the Upper East Side. We share joint interests
with others who would remain in District 5, embrace mutual commitments to local parks (John Jay
Park, for example, and the East River Esplanade) and local schools (PS 158, for example), and imbibe a
common history. Our historic and natural place 1s with our neighbors in District 5.




The proposed redistricting plan degrades both District 5 and 26. The new configuration does not keep
communities of interest together; it produces an oddly shaped and distended District 26, not a compact
district as mandated in the Charter; and it is likely not to serve the interests of constituents on either
side of the East River.

We therefore respectfully request that the Commission set aside the proposed redistricting plan and
redraw the map in a way that better realizes the goals of the City Charter. Thanks for your
consideration.

Sincerely,

Matthew Dennis and Elizabeth Reis
B 728t Apt. 384
New York, NY 10021




From: M.E. Monti

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:42 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

M.E. Monti

. 5th Ave

New York, NY 10011



From: Michael Nassar

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 7:00 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comments

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Sirs:

The 2020 Census revealed that NYC's population had grown to 8,804,190, meaning that the ideal district size is now
172,882; and WHEREAS, districts should be roughly equal in population pursuant to the one person one vote doctrine of
representation; and WHEREAS, districts cannot vary from the ideal district size by more than 5%, or roughly 8,644; and
WHEREAS, the draft map identifies three districts in Staten Island, with no crossover into other boroughs; and
WHEREAS, the three proposed Staten Island districts would represent between 165,470 and 165,491 individuals, or all
approximately 7,400 below the ideal district size; and WHEREAS, the proposed map vastly overrepresents Staten Island
compared to the 48 other districts and does not ensure fair representation of residents across the five boroughs,
violating the one-person one-vote doctrine; and WHEREAS, the NYC Charter identifies five ranked districting
requirements: 1. Keep neighborhoods and communities intact.

2. Keep districts compact.

3. Limit crossover districts.

4. Avoid splitting voters of the same political party for purposes of diminishing effective representation of such voters 5.
Avoid oddly shaped districts WHEREAS, the proposed Queens-based Council District 26 (“D26”) would divide the Upper
East Side neighborhood and the communities of interest in Community District 8 Manhattan; WHEREAS, the proposed
D26 would establish a new crossover district between Queens and Manhattan for the first time since the Council was
expanded to 51 members; and WHEREAS, the Commission’s proposal to add a portion of Manhattan and all of Roosevelt
Island to a Queens-based Council District, District 26, violates the City Charter Districting requirement in the following
ways: (1) it fails to keep neighborhoods and communities intact; (2) fails to keep the district compact; (3) it creates an
oddly shaped crossover district; and WHEREAS, the Commission proposes that 36,000 Manhattan Island residents and
12,000 Roosevelt Island residents — which equates to 48,000 of the 173,000 people in the proposed D26, or 27.7% — be
moved to D26, where these residents will not receive the representation, attention, and discretionary funding to which
they are entitled due to their small percentage of the total D26 population; and WHEREAS, the eastern portion of the
Upper East Side and Roosevelt Island have major differences with D26 such that the proposed combination may result in
a significant diminution of municipal services to, amongst others, senior citizens and people with disabilities which
populate a large share of those areas; and WHEREAS, the practical difficulties of having a two Borough Queens-
Manhattan district cannot be ignored; and WHEREAS, the proposed lines would separate the representation of
numerous medical and research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses from the neighborhood in which
they reside and where most neighboring residents live; and WHEREAS, the areas being proposed to be moved to the
D26 district contain numerous parks and green acres including, amongst others, John Jay Park, portions of the East River
Esplanade and Andrew Haswell Green Park, which are critical open spaces for the neighborhood and which would be
separated from most of the neighborhood residents who use them; and WHEREAS, numerous public schools including
P.S. 183, P.S. 158, P.S. 217 and M177 are located in the area being proposed to be placed in D26 and would be adversely
affected by being separated from the rest of the neighborhood; and WHEREAS, Hunter College, a major educational
institution, would have its main campus at 68th Street and Lexington Avenue separated into two council districts, with a
skybridge connecting two buildings in two separate council districts; and WHEREAS, the Upper East Side contains
numerous historic districts and zoning features that are common to it and distinct from the Queens portions of the
proposed D26; and WHEREAS, by separating part of the Upper East Side and placing it in D26, the Commission has

1



divided a neighborhood and communities of interest in direct violation of the Charter Mandate; BE IT KNOWN |
DISAPPROVE of the Commission’s proposed Preliminary Plan #1 redistricting map which moves approximately 54 blocks
of the easterly side of the Upper East Side and Roosevelt Island to a Queens-based City Council District and strongly urge
that these areas remain in a Manhattan-based City Council District.

Respectfully,
Michael Nassar

3rd Avenue
NY NY 10021

Sent from my iPhone



From: Mike Garcia

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 3:47 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Ceeb38c2b5ada416c649908da80894bd8%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637963624449990561%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MC4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2luMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=8zC5QkCIjIOHL
hcOBmuTa5fIX8WyENRIFDIRVGRKI4s%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Michael Garcia

- West 55th Street
Apt. 2F

New York, NY

Sent from my iPhone



From: Myrna Payne

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 4:44 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C45610e3810614004712808da809135de%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637963659600195331%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MC4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzIiLCJBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=QZEeli6 TydW3
OIR6YJdyU9R35UIK9Fe3G%2FWSLISYuW4%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Myrna Payne

[l . 55thst, Apt. 7E
NY, NY 10019

Sent from my iPad



From: Nancy Billmann

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 11:59 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | have been a Hell's Kitchen resident for 31
years and do not wish to see my community split among three different districts. Hell's Kitchen stretches west from
Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is growing, diverse, and
vibrant.

The district lines proposed by the Commission chop up this community between districts 3, 4 & 6. This greatly reduces
the opportunity for our neighborhood to be fairly represented; | would be part of district 4, which includes a number of
communities with which Hells Kitchen has little in common. For this reason, | ask that you support the Unity Map to
preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address the unique needs
of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Cf67eb6250352430d384408da80cdf5e5%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637963920668001598%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey)WIjoiM
C4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCJBTil6lk1haWwilLCIXVCI6MNn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=dBKk6gOjJB%2Bz
ZYBtPyZ5DNHNHzelmUG1gGSBcjKDKa8%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Nancy Billmann

- West 57th Street, 4)
NYC 10019



From: Nancy Sheran

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 1:28 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,
Nancy Sheran
E 36th St
New York, NY 10016



From: Nicole Peck

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 6:52 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Do not redistrict upper east side

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Hello,
Upper east side and the queens should not be the same district. Makes zero sense. Community issues are unique as is
population represented.

Nicole Peck
Resident, upper east side
Sent from my iPhone



From: Paul Haug

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 9:47 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Paul Haug
.Horatio St

New York, NY 10014



From: Penelope Bareau

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:50 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Penelope Bareau
P 20th st

New York, NY 10003









From: RACHEL DEMAS

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 7:22 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Hell's Kitchen is a SINGLE and united neighborhood. Please keep it that way by stopping this redistricting into three
parts.

Sincerely,
Rachel Demas

. W. 43rd St.



A Not-Jor-Profit Corporation
east sixties neighborhood association, inc.
P.O Box 1855

New York, NY 10021

Tel 212-713-5826 « www.esna-nyc.com

TO:  Dennis M, Walcon, Chair NYC Districting Commission s

FROM: (name) Yoghelle Lyad~ (address) E O ST, AT D NeYork NY 10005

DATE: July 27, 2022

RE:  Redistricting a portion of NYC Council Manhattan District 3 to Queens District 26

VIA EMAIL TO: PublicTestimony@rcdiuﬁcling.nyc.go\'

MAIL TO: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission, 253 Broadway-4" FI, NYC 10007

Gt‘\od day Chair Walcott, ‘ :

The plan presented for $4 blocks of the Upper East Side and Roosevelt Island is not acceptable to the residents of the East

Sixties. We belicve it violates the charter requirements of keeping neighborhoods compact and intact. This plan would
practical difficulties: they are - would the Council Member have a district office

make CD26 an oddly shaped district with
in Manhartan as well as on Roosevelt Island; would the Council Member cover Community Board meetings in Board 8 &
6 and have full membership on both Borough Boards, and finally we believe this part of Community District ¥ would

have a diminution of representation. While other Districts have physical boundaries in more than one borough, they are
directly adjacent to one another, They do not have a river separating them as in this proposed plan. The issues in CD26 are
not the same as in CDS. And there are several well-established nei ghborhood associations whose membership would be

tom asunder,

The issues that involve City Agencies such as Transportation, Sanitation, Parks ete. are diffeeent in the two council
districts. Then these are two other major issues that would tear our community apart, The first is the haspital corridor with
their buildings for the major institutions many of which would be in CD26 under the new plan. Bu many of their offices
and allied buildings and staff and doctors would be located in‘or live in D3 making it difficult for discussing issucs
constantly arising. Not to mention the effect on "bench to bed” translational medicine research. The second is

Community District 8 ranks 47 out of $9 Districts for the least amount of park space in the city. This plan would remove:
from CD 5 24 Sycamores Park; % of Honey Locust Park—with %% remaming in DS; most of our East River Esplanade and
ruction at this time. Phase 3 has not yet started and will

Andrew Haswell Green Park Phase | & 2A—28B is under const
Member in CD26 spend that kind of money for an area that

likely cost $25 Million dollars 10 complete. Will a Council
represents only 27% of the voters in her/his District? Most of the funding will probably be spent in the Queens pant of the

district.
We strongly recommend that you study and implement Community Board 8"
the number of residents in all the adjourning districts,

Our Neighborhood Association depends greatly on our Council
short bus ride. | strongly urge the New York City Districting Commission
divide an indivisible and cohesive neighborhood,

s resolution and plan, as it takes into account

Member and her office staff, which is easy to reach by a
1o reconsider this ill-conceived plan and not

“Celebrating the Spirie of Neighborhood ™



Council 26




From: Ray Pescevich

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 7:10 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the

sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

To Whom it Made Concern:

| oppose the rezoning and redistricting of Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright. Do not do it.

Ramon Pescevich



From: Regina Cherry

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 7:02 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Regina Cherry
Mercer St

New York, NY 10012



From: Regina Joseph

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:06 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Regina Joseph
Barrow St

New York, NY 10014



DeCillis, Michael

From: Ricky Milburn

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 10:16 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C3d5010be45344c49fb6608da80bf9fe6%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637963858042934848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
CawLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCJBTil6lk1haWwilLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=YZInOpFqYsxXHu
6VdllbeM4iPgyNSUuXvg7RmdwgNRc%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Richard Milburn
- West 57th Street

Sent from my iPhone



From: Robert Silin

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 7:39 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Robert H. Silin

[l W 55th st, unit 8b
N.Y. N.Y. 10019
<<ADDRESS>>



From: Samantha Furlong

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 9:40 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Samantha Furlong
- West 43rd Street



From: Sheila Feeney

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 9:20 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

Also, the proposed redistricting imperils our "special district" status which preserves the historic aspects of our
neighborhood. | want a council person representing my neighborhood and do not wish to see my vote weakened by
having my neighborhood chopped into various parts, diluting my neighborhood's representation.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For these reason, |
ask that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have
one voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Thank you for hearing me out. Please help us to save Hell's Kitchen!

Sincerely,

Sheila Anne Feeney
[l West 55th st.
Apartment 73

New York, NY 10019
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From: Shirley Secunda

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 2:42 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Shirley Secunda

. 5th Ave

New York, NY 10011



From: SP

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:54 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Sonia Parada

west 55th #2b
new york ny 10019



From:

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:03 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Stephanie Reckler

l Park Ave New York, NY 10075-0325



From: Stephen Mango

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:38 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Stephen Mango

. Bleecker St

New York, NY 10012



From: Ms Teriananda

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:10 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,
Ms Teriananda
E 5th St
New York, NY 10003









From: Tullie Helene

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 5:00 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Tullie Helene
W 45th st
New York, NY
10036



DeCillis, Michael

From: X 0

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 5:52 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

X0

Il W 104th st
New York, NY 10025



From: Alexander Ross

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 9:04 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comments on the new district maps

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

My family and | live on the corner of E 62nd St. and York Ave. and while the real estate agents can argue over wether
we live on the Upper East Side or in Sutton or even in Lenox Hill, we do NOT live in Queens. It is unacceptable that a few
blocks of Manhattan would be represented by someone whose primary responsibilities are to represent people in an
entirely different borough. The concerns of my neighborhood and my family will be swallowed up by those of people in
Long Island City.

| loudly demand that the district maps reflect reality; | live in Manhattan and | have shared concerns with my neighbors
and they should be represented with a single voice.

Alexander Ross

E. 62nd St. #16DE, NY, NY 10065



From: Alice Cassel

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 10:50 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Inappropriate district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan

Council District 5

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Hello,

| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5, which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side and all of Roosevelt Island, not be adopted for the following
reasons.

The draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52 (2).
The violation of those criteria results in:
e Division between districts of neighborhoods and communities of established shared interests and backgrounds
e The proposed district 26 is not compact
e The proposed district 26 results in an extreme crossover district across boroughs
e The proposed district 26 is oddly shaped and arguably not contiguous

The proposed redistricting would significantly change the ethnicity demographics of District 26: it would go from 31%
Asian, 29% non-Hispanic white, 29% Hispanic, and 6% Black to 44% non-Hispanic white, 25% Asian, 22% Hispanic, and
4% Black (2020 census data tabulated by the website Redistricting & You). The proposed District 26 lines split up
communities of color in Long Island City and Woodside, while at the same time adding predominately white
neighborhoods in Manhattan to the district. While | acknowledge that some changes to the shape of District 26 are
inevitable due to population growth, the draft proposal results in the loss of a plurality minority district, and if this draft
proposal passes, the NYC Districting Commission is failing to meet its mandate to keep communities of interest together.

The proposed districts will also create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing.

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with large, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions directly impacted by the proposed new lines
are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Animal
Medical Center, Rockefeller University, and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of municipal
services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents. Some friends and colleagues I've
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spoken to about the proposed district lines were confused and thought that the proposed district lines would mean that
our neighborhood (near Rockefeller University) would now be a part of the borough of Queens (if it would mean we
vote for Queens borough president, what it means practically for people living here, etc.). While | explained that’s not
technically the case, it does show how confusing, odd, and inappropriate the proposed districts are. From talking to my
friends in my neighborhood, reading articles and statements from city Council Members, and even seeing signs posted
on Roosevelt Island, it’s clear that no one affected by the proposed changes to districts 26 and 5 are remotely satisfied
with the draft proposal.

| urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to reject the proposed districts referenced above and instead
develop a plan that does not violate the City Charter. Thank you!

Best,
Alice Cassel



From: Allan Sperling

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 11:41 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Allan Sperling

I5th Ave

New York, NY 10011



From: Anika James

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 9:33 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the New Map in District 9!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

| am writing to ask that you protect the Black vote in my city council district, Harlem district 9, by keeping the preliminary
new City Council District 9 map which restores our Black plurality and protects our voting rights. The commission created
a new map with respect to our community. Hold the line and thank you for your work!

Thank you,
Anika Wistar-Jones



From: anne davis

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 3:11 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Anne davis

B . 43¢5t #13-0

NYC 10036

Sent from Mail for Windows



From:

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 9:25 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms Barbara Lane

l E 69th St New York, NY 10021-5414



From: Blake Kurisu

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 8:22 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our neighborhood split among three different districts. As a longtime Hell's Kitchen resident, it is clear that the
neighborhood- which is distinctive in character- stretches west from around Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River,
between West 34th and West 59th Streets.

The currently proposed map makes no sense and would highly disenfranchise the diverse neighborhood of Hell's
Kitchen. | support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. Here is a link to the Unity Map
for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Blake Kurisu

. west 52nd Street, Apt 7A
New York, NY 10019



From: Bonnie Cohen

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 12:24 PM

To: Public Testimony; district5council@nyc.gov; district26council@nyc.gov
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Council redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Council member Menin and
Council member Won,

One of the paramount purposes behind Council redistricting is to
insure that racial and ethnic communities will not be divided and
their political voices not be diluted. | am writing to express my
concern regarding Districts 5 and 26. | am unable to appear in
person and therefore | am submitting these written remarks.

By way of background, | have lived on the Upper East Side (UES)
of Manhattan since 1978, but | would not be subject to the
proposed redistricting. | live one block west of the proposed new
border. | am writing solely as a concerned resident of this great
city.
| am an attorney. For more than 20 years | practiced law in

Queens as an Assistant District Attorney, in private practice and an
employee for OCA. Additionally | was on the staff for a former
Queens County member of the City Council. | feel that as a result
of my long term involvement in Queens and my residence on the
UES, | am uniquely qualified to comment on the proposal to merge
the eastern sliver of the UES with the western portion of Queens.

Queens is well known for its great diversity, and it should have
a Council member that represents that diversity so that the City
Council can properly reflect the diversity that exists in this city.

The eastern sliver of the UES is home to some of the most
expensive residential real estate in this city and is home to many
prominent citizens. These residents have little in common with the
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residents of Queens, other than the fact that they can see the
Queens buildings when they look east, out of their high rise luxury
buildings, or when they drive to Costco in LIC! By including this
eastern sliver with Queens, both the voice of Queens residents and
the Manhattan residents will not be properly represented.

When it comes to providing city services such as schools,
parks, sanitation, police and fire department, the issues facing the
residents of Queens are quite disparate from their Manhattan
counterparts. Simply put, each of these communities should have
their own representative.
| am unable to attend any of the public hearings in person. |
therefore genuinely hope that you will listen to these written
remarks.

Sincerely,
Bonnie Cohen-Gallet



From:

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 12:41 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C3520c9f731a244432ae308da813873c0%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637964377729728399%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MC4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2luMzliLCJBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=HvTL%2BXLyDZ
1HA4LsnSkK3gzfLR%2BvkWxaSa6jV3MqrX%2BY%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Burns
W 2ath st
NY NY 10036



From: dale carlton

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 9:36 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C27511caa790b410816a308da811e9f86%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637964266784024949%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MC4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzIiLCJBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=VMV191Y6uTC
t%2B959257XUCmIqirJombNLIa655r6ay0%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Carl Schmehl

- west 43rd Street
New York, NY 10036



From: Chaim Steinmetz

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 4:11 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] support for the redistricting map

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Commissioner Walcott,

| am submitting this testimony to the NYC Redistricting Commission in response to the draft lines released last month.
My name is Chaim Steinmetz,and | live on East 85th street. Under the new draft lines, my Congregation Kehilath
Jeshurun synagogue community and my Ramaz School community will be more unified in District 5 than it was in the
original district map from 2021. | write in support of these draft maps as they enhance representation for my community
and bring together communities of interest that were severed.

In the current 4th Council District, less than 40% of the residents are part of Community Board 8. The Council District is
one of the least compact in the entire city as it goes as far west as Columbus Circle (8th Avenue) and as far east as
Avenue D yet it is quite narrow in most parts. The District also stretches over 4 miles north-south, longer than any other
Manhattan Council District. In this, the voices of Community Board 8 are diluted and the Council Member must allocate
funding and support across a wide range of neighborhoods. The Council Member representing my synagogue's District
has not resided in Community Board 8 since 2005.

In the new Council District 5, over 95% of the residents are from Community Board 8. This would unite Community
Board 8 for the first time in decades as we no longer would be as fractured and spread apart amongst Council Districts. |
appreciate your consideration of this testimony.

Thanks,
Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz
Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun

e ssthst,
New York, NY 10028



From: Chris | CHRISREZA.COM

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 8:59 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map.

| am a Hispanic, Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts.
Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West
34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Chris Reza
[l W 23rd st Apt 10Q
New York, NY 10036



From: Christopher Conkling

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 3:39 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Christopher Conkling
- West 43rd Street
Apt 28E

New York, NY 10036



From: Cody Lindquist

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 7:54 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Do not break up Hells Kitchen

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

As a resident who lives on 54th street and has been a proud resident of Hells Kitchen for almost 10 years, | implore you
to please keep our neighborhood intact. We are a vibrant, economically and culturally diverse, active neighborhood- one
of the few places in NYC where the NYC dream to live and work among people with different backgrounds still exists. |
have been raising my 2 sons here and it’s not right that their public school, playgrounds, and our home will all be
represented by different council members. That will seriously dilute our say in what happens in our neighborhood and
it’s not fair. Our voices deserve to be heard!

Cody Lindquist
PS 212 parent (not speaking on behalf of the school) Homeowner on 54th and 9th Avenue

Sent from my IPhone



Sample Letter to Districting Commission August 17th, 2022

Dear Commissioner

»

I write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and
Manbhattan Council District 5 which include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side and all
of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52
(1) (¢) (d) and (e) and Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

e neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

e the proposed district is not compact,

e the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and

» the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected
neighborhoods. Notably, will a Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to
serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community
Districts 6 & 87 Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional Manhattan
Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough
Boards? What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever
prevail in a matter of Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly
different positions on important matters of public policy including, but not limited to, congestion
pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of
numerous medical and research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among
those institutions directly impacted by the proposed new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery,
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Animal
Medical Center, Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years
of experience and expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding
residential areas. How effective will a Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and
adversely impact the provision of municipal services and diminish the political voices of
thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, I urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and
not adopt the proposed districts referenced above. My fellow residents and I stand ready to meet
with Commission staff to address these matters and to propose alternatives. I thank you in
advance for your consideration,

Yours truly,

Danielle Lahmani
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Daniel and June Walden
[lisutton Place
New York, New York 10022
M: (914) 450-7092

August 18, 2022

Via Email

NYC Districting Commission
253 Broadway, 3rd Floor
New York, NY 10007

Attn: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair

Re: Opposing proposed redrawn City Council district moving the Sutton Place
neighborhood from District 5 to District 26

We are Dan and June Walden, residents at JlSutton Place, New York, NY. In 2016 we
moved back to Manhattan after 25 years in Westchester, first renting on the 500 block
of East 72" Street and then purchasing our apartment on Sutton Place. We are retired,
and our intention is to live in Manhattan, and hopefully in our apartment in the Sutton
Place neighborhood, for the balance of our lives. We are particularly happy to have
access to the world-leading hospitals and iconic parks within easy walking distance from
our home.

While acknowledging the difficult task facing the NYC Districting Commission in
establishing new City Council districts following the 2020 census, we do not believe that
the Sutton Place neighborhood, often referred to as a unique Manhattan residential
enclave, should be stuffed into a District primarily made up of very different
communities across the East River in Queens.

The proposal to move Sutton Place, along with the eastern blocks of the upper east side
and Roosevelt Island from District 5 into Queens based District 26 raises a number of
concerns including:

e The likelihood that a predominantly Queens based population physically
separated from our neighborhood and our issues would elect the Council
Member responsible for representing the far east side.

¢ The likelihood that the Council member would have a primary office in Queens,
distant from the significant population of aging folk like us on Sutton Place. At

best the Council member would have a second district office on the Manhattan
side and be there sporadically.



e The affected area includes some beautiful and unique parks and open spaces,
including the Esplanade which is part of the Manhattan Waterfront Greenway
planned to circumnavigate the island of Manhattan. We worry that our Council
member’s attention would be focused on the needs of the population in Queens
and not maintaining these parks and finishing the Esplanade.

¢ The annual participating budgeting allocated to each Council Member and
determined by constituent vote likely would end up in Queens.

¢ Whether based in Queens or Manhattan, the Council member would be
representing two distinct areas that each face significant community issues,
such as zoning protection for neighborhoods, building height and density, bike
lanes, congestion and congestion pricing, location of services. But these issues
have different implications in Manhattan and Queens, and will be addressed in
different Community Boards, City agencies and community. The single Council
member will have great difficulty attending all the critical City meetings required,
much less the community forums. At best they will need to double their staff and
they will almost certainly have to argue opposite sides of many issues.

The new District 26 proposed by the Commission does not meet many of the criteria for
districts set forth in the City Charter. The proposed District:

Splits neighborhoods and communities of interest

Is not compact

Is an extreme crossover between boroughs

Is so oddly shaped that our first assumption was that it represented
gerrymandering

Manhattan Community Board Six has adopted a resolution entitled Opposing proposed
City Council district boundaries redrawn by the New York City Districting Commission
that lists many additional concerns. We endorse that resolution and the proposed
alternative redistricting boundary lines keeping Sutton Place, the far East Side and
Roosevelt Island in Manhattan based City Council Districts.

Thank you for your consideration.

/&J(/%

et Aoty
( Da/mel and June Walden



From: David Soles

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 10:15 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Opposition to Redistricting Sutton to District 26

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Greetings -

> Sutton sits in a vortex of activity with significant complexities - the UN, the Hospital Corridor, the 59th Street Bridge
and East Midtown - creating co-dependencies and the need for constant coordination with the neighboring Manhattan
areas - and agencies including NYPD, DOE, DOT, Parks, the Community Boards, and more.

>

> To this we’re adding the East River Greenway which - the $100M public works project which will transform the Sutton
area more than anything has in 65 years. The new park will present significant new operational challenges particularly
impacting the NYPD, Parks, DOE and DOT.

>

> We cannot afford representation that literally turns its back on the Sutton area at this time; and that lacks the
experience and commitment to ongoing close coordination with all of the stakeholders in the area and adjacent
Manhattan neighborhoods and the agencies that serve them.

>

> District 26 presents distinct challenges largely unrelated to our area. Just as they deserve representation that puts
their needs first, we too need and deserve representation that provides daily added value navigating our challenges.

>

> Please apply good judgment respecting the unique nature of our area, and acknowledging that maintaining the
balance here calls for representation committed to close ongoing coordination with the adjoining Manhattan areas and
agencies.

>

> We contribute significantly to the City. We respectfully request that you take our needs seriously.

> Respectfully,

> David S. Soles

>. Sutton Place South

>

>



From:

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 7:45 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Diane Paoletta

l E 79th St New York, NY 10075-0956



From: Donna Hooker

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 7:55 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Hell’s Kitchen has a history. Itis one community. You cannot continue to break up neighborhoods. Community is so
important and you are destroying these communities in a number of places. Keep Hell’s Kitchen whole so we can
address the issues that are important to us through voting and advocating for the issues and people to represent us.
Donna Hooker

l West 52nd St #E 10019

Sent from my iPhone



From: Dorothy Caeser

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 9:50 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Dorothy Caeser
W 12th st

New York, NY 10014



From: EILEEN NORTH

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 8:26 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell%2 ¢ s Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. [ am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish to see
our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from
Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one
that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3,4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. I think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, I ask that
you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to
address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Eileen M. North
[l West 57th Street 14 L

Sent from the all new AOL app for Android
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From: Elizabeth Carfioli

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 9:10 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell’s Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth
Bl v s6th st



From: Ellen Pearre Cason

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 8:55 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Ellen Pearre Cason

- West 43rd Street #40-N
NYC 10036



From: Erick Neher

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 11:51 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district
map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different
districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the
Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant
one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines proposed by the Commission
split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they
currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you
support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to
have one voice to address the unique needs of our community. Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-
3. https://districtr.org/edit/1379267event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Erick Neher
West 55th Street, APT 10B
New York, NY 10019



From: Faye Ellman

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 8:57 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Faye Ellman

W 25th st

New York, NY 10001



From: Frank Scheck

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 4:23 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell%2 ¢ s Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. [ am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish to see
our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from
Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one
that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3,4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. I think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, I ask that
you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to
address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Frank Scheck
Il V. 45th st. #5A

Sent from the all new AOL app for Android




From: Hanit Gyani

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 8:04 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Hanit Gyani
- West 42nd Street apt 6M, New York NY 10036



From: Jack Barth

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 11:01 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Jack Barth

- Broome St

New York, NY 10012



From: Jacqueline Lowry

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 1:36 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

| am writing to protest the division of Hell’s Kitchen in the new district maps. | moved to Hell’s Kitchen in 1977 when it
was a bit rundown and hellish and we have worked hard to raise it to the level that it is today. We are the bedroom
community to the theatre district and that relationship means a lot to us. We are a cohesive neighborhood and do not
want our needs and wants diluted on the City Council. We are not a wealthy neighborhood and we need all our
neighbors together in order to do what is best for our community. Thank you!

Jacqueline Lowry
. West 43rd Street



From: Jean Fitzgerald

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 5:07 PM

To: Public Testimony

Cc: district5@council.nyc.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Combining Manhattan and Queens Districts

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

This email expresses my opposition to combining districts from 2 different boroughs. The upper East Side of Manhattan
covered by District 5 has distinct characteristics including population density, with a large number of seniors, major
medical facilities and a number of schools. Combining a portion of District 5 with District 26 in Queens makes no sense.

The proposed (re)district will be too large to be practically managed; the neighborhoods do not share common interests
and have different needs which will likely impact Participatory Budgeting. In addition, with funding for these two
Districts combined, there is the possibility that funding for my UES neighborhood will be reduced with District 26 being
allocated additional financial support.

| am a second generation New Yorker who has lived in Manhattan my entire life, including 40 years in my neighbored. |
have experienced some very bad zoning decisions and the negative impact of special interests driving critical community
and habitation decisions. | strongly object to this redistricting proposal and hope my voice will be heard in the hearing
next week. Unfortunately | will not be able to attend in person.

Thank you for considering my response to this proposal.

Cordially,

Jean Fitzgerald



From: Jeffrey Karliner

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 8:44 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Cc4056a5d0c6c41200e4008da8117596a%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637964234560541113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MC4AwLjAwMDAILCIQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=6YRIVI%2BP2D
nbcySflbtHcihbxfKuXpEpTqavQulzBGA%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Karliner>
- west 55th st ny my 10019

Sent from my iPhone



From: Jennifer Farrar

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 10:26 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's
Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here
knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th
Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines
proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter
than they currently are.

| think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you support the Unity Map to
preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address the unique needs
of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022

Sincerely,

Jennifer Farrar
. West 51st Street

NYC NY 10019




From: Jessica Davis

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 10:55 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,
Jessica Davis
FDR Dr
New York, NY 10002



From: Joanne Kornelli Hofmann <

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 3:49 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting a portion of NYC Council Manhattan District 5 to Queens District 26

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Good day Chair Walcott,

The plan presented for 54 blocks of the Upper East Side and Roosevelt Island is not acceptable to the residents
of the East

Sixties. We believe it violates the charter requirements of keeping neighborhoods compact and in tack This
plan would

make CD26 an oddly shaped district with practical difficulties:

they are - would the Council Member have a district office

in Manhattan as well as on Roosevelt Island; would the Council Member cover Community Board meetings in
Board 8 &

6 and have full membership on both Borough Boards, and finally we believe this part of Community District 8
would

have a diminution of representation.

While other Districts have physical boundaries in more than one borough, they are directly adjacent to one
another. They do not have a river separating them as in this proposed plan. The issues in CD26 are not the
same as in CD5. There are several well-established neighborhood associations whose membership would be
torn

asunder.

The issues that involve City Agencies such as Transportation, Sanitation, Parks etc. are different in the two
council

districts. Then there are two other major issues that would tear our community apart. The first is the hospital
corridor with

their buildings for the major institutions many of which would be in CD26 under the new plan. But many of
their offices

and allied buildings and staff and doctors would be located in/or live in CD5 making it difficult for discussing
issues

constantly arising.

The second is Community District 8 ranks 47th out of 51 Districts for the least amount of park space in the city.
This plan would remove: 24 Sycamores Park; 3/4 of Honey Locust Park—with 1/4 remaining in D5; most of

our East River Esplanade and Andrew Haswell Green Park Phase 1 & 2A—2B is under construction at this time.
Phase 3 has

not yet started and will likely cost $25 Million dollars to complete. Will a Council Member in CD26 spend that
kind of money for an area that represents only 27% of the voters in her/his District? Most of the funding will



probably be spent in the Queens part of the district. This would result in CD 5 having the least amount of Park
space in NYC.

We strongly recommend that you study and implement Community Board 8’s resolution and plan, as it takes
into account

the number of residents in all the adjourning districts.

Our Neighborhood Association depends greatly on our Council Member and her office staff, which is easy to
reach by a

short bus ride. | strongly urge the New York City Districting Commission to reconsider this ill-conceived plan
and not

divide an indivisible and cohesive neighborhood.

Sincerely,
Joanne and Michael Hofmann
Residents of The Royal York at. East 63rd Street, NY, NY 10065

AAXKXAKXIAXAXRAKAKAAKAKAIKXIkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkkkkkx

Joanne Kornelli Hofmann
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From:

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 6:17 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell’s Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's
Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows
that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets.
Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines proposed by
the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they
currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you support the Unity
Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address the unique
needs of our community. Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.
Sincerely, <

Joanne Moore
. West 46 St. New York,, NY 10036



From: JohnL

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 10:19 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

John D. Lupiano
. 43rd st.
New York, NY 10036
<<ADDRESS>>



From: Justine Leguizamo

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 10:46 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Justine Leguizamo
[ wothst

New York, NY 10011



Submitted electronically via email (PublicTestimony(@redistricting.nyc.gov)

August 18, 2022

Dennis M. Walcott, Chair
Districting Commission

253 Broadway, 3rd Floor
New York, New York 10007

Dear Chair Walcott and Commission Members:

I strongly object to the proposed city council redistricting plan, specifically as it relates to
the section of the Upper East Side that would become part of District 26 in Queens. This
section is a vital part of the Upper East Side neighborhood. It makes no logical sense to
separate it from the rest of the Upper East Side, and even less sense to combine it with a
district in a different borough. As you are aware, this section includes several schools,
parks, hospitals, a library, and the East River Esplanade, all of which are essential
components of the Upper East Side community. These institutions could be significantly
disadvantaged by a lack of funding and advocacy if the proposal is approved.

The proposed plan, as it impacts this area, will be confusing and frustrating for residents
who deserve to have local representation from a city council member in their own
community. Currently, when safety issues have arisen at our local playground in John Jay
Park, I have reached out to our District 5 Council Member and her staff to request that
they coordinate with their Parks Department or other city agency liaisons to address the
issue. Their familiarity with the immediate neighborhood, as well as their connections to
the individuals responsible for maintaining the safety of this park, is crucial to effectively
addressing potential issues. Despite their good intentions, I do not believe that the District
26 council member or her staff would be able to address these on-the-ground issues in
this section of the Upper East Side nearly as effectively or with the necessary
responsiveness.

The plan will also be disruptive to ongoing major infrastructure projects in the area,
including much-needed construction along the East River Esplanade. The Esplanade has
historically been under-resourced and under-funded and is literally falling apart in
sections. To provide local residents with safe access to the waterfront, it is crucial that
advocacy groups and local elected officials who have in depth knowledge of the area be
able to continue to effectively collaborate to ensure that these projects are properly
funded and completed.



Lastly, I am concerned about the impact the redistricting would have on participatory
budget funding, which is voted on by community members in a district. Given that the
segment of the Upper East Side that would be combined into the Queens district would
represent only about twenty percent of the combined district, it seems unlikely that any
funding projects in this area of the Upper East Side would be approved. In the past,
several schools, libraries, and parks in this area have received participatory budget funds
from District 5.

I stand with my neighbors, Community Board 8, and elected officials in opposing the
plan and respectfully request that the proposed district lines not be adopted. I am hopeful
that the Districting Commission will take the community's concerns into account and
create an effective and logical proposal that better addresses the needs of the community
and the city as a whole.

Yours truly,

Karen Spiegel

. East 77™ Street
New York, New York 10162



From: Kathryn Feldman

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 8:07 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,
Kathryn Feldman
E 5th St
New York, NY 10003



From: Kim Jackson

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 3:06 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C13207d88dec94c2482c508da814ca841%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637964464876144113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWiljoi
MCAwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2luMzIiLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=ooFMcXukjYoR
4uSWOLtlISuiVbmUxvfhetyHGhVz5h%2FQ%3D&amp;reserved=0

Sincerely,

<<FIRST NAME>> <<LAST NAME>>
<<BUILDING STREET ADDRESS>>

Sent from somewhere awesome! g



From: KD Shepard

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 3:50 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident for
the past 42 years and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who
lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West
34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the
last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in
districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act
of 1965. In addition, | do not believe that the redistricting will accurately or adequately address the needs
of the current Hell’s Kitchen. For this reason, | ask that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity
and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address the unique needs of our
community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Kura Shepard

West 48th Street #5FW
New York, NY 10036



From: Leatrice Gochberg

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 2:17 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] SERIOUS OBJECTION TO REDISTRICTING

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

TO THE HON. MEMBERS OF THE NEW YORK CITY DISTRICTING COMMISSION

| am appalled after reading your proposed plan redistricting the UES, Did you NOT
LEARN SOMETHING FROM THE LAST REDISTRICTING MESS? Manhattan

will lose one of the two most POWERFUL MEMBERS OF CONGRESS - BOTH WITH
MORE THAN 30 YEARS IN CONGRESS as a result of the redistricting that was

done so badly that the Courts had to step in and take over the process and the
Courts also caused major damage with their solution.

Your Plan makes it clear to the Residents of the UES that NONE OF US
MATTER!!! We will respond by moving out of New York City and New York
State and reducing our Taxes. We will be happy to pay taxes at a

far less rate and have the further benefit of having our tax payments over
$10,000 off set against our Federal Income Taxes - something New York
can not provide. Our elected representatives in Albany have done damage
by giving us NO BAIL, THE HIGHEST RATE OF TAXATION IN THE US,

OUT OF SIGHT HOUSING COSTS, AND INCREDIBLE LEVEL OF CRIME.

Your Plan is another nail in NY's Coffin!

You plan to take a viable and functional community and play political games.
The UES pays the highest level of Taxes, supports medical and cultural
institutions, employs thousands of people and spends money in New York City
and State. You have just told those of us living in the UES we are

expendable and that Gerrymandering is more important than the

UES Residents - who by the way pay a fortune to live in the UES and

support the Real Estate Industry, Finance, Restaurants, Theatres,

and Businesses. Do not forget that the residents in the UES also are

racially and economically diverse and depend upon the many social

and financially supportive private and public facilities within the UES.

Reconsider what you are planning. Think about the damage. Think
about how Medical facilities in these areas of the UES will deal with

being split into different districts which may impact them negatively.

There is no benefit to UES residents built into your Plan!!! The Plan
is a one way road to destroying one very cohesive community.

Sincerely,

Leatrice E. Gochberg



- East 68th Street
NYC, NY 10065



From: Lee Shepherd

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 7:33 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Mr. Lee Shepherd
West 43rd St.

Apt. 32-0

NYNY 10036



From: LEONARD | WEINSTOCK

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 10:14 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

It would seem to me and should be apparent to all that the proposed redistricting as it applies to District 5 violates the
guidelines as to contiguity and community of interests.
| urge that you return to the drawing boards to realign in accordance with the guidelines.

Leonard Weinstock
. Sutton Place South
NY,NY 10022

Sent from my iPad



From: Leslie Mason

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 1:18 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Leslie Mason
.Charlton St

New York, NY 10014



From: Liz Mahon

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 9:28 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Cbb523fcbfd0c436623e308da81210605%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637964276109880575%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
CawLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=JpwzRg1NJjpjhTC
JItGKy5BOWCCBNn%2BpfxjdzUu9LmEA%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Mahon
- West 48th Street
Apt 2FW

New York, NY 10036

Liz Mahon

lizmahon@mac.com



From: Lynda

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 3:54 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting of upper east side with Queens

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Who will this serve? We are 2 very distinct neighborhoods and it makes no sense to change what is already working
well. Dumb idea!!l! Fire the people who came up with mindless idea

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS




From: Lynn Lieberman

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 9:25 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Lynn Lieberman
Madison Ave

New York, NY 10035



From:

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 7:48 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Marcia Lowe

[ & 66th st Apt 9C New York, NY 10065-6216 || GGG



From: Maria E. Ortiz

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 7:36 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting of Hell's Kitchen

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Please do not split up Hell's Kitchen/ Clinton area!

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map.

| am a Hell's Kitchen resident (on and off 44 years) and do not wish to see our community split among three different
districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River,
between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over

the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3,4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are.

Is this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 19657?7??. | ask that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity
and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Maria Ortiz

- West 55th Street #17a
NYC 10019

M.O.

Sent from mobile device.



From: Kathleen Treat

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 12:53 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting of Hell's Kitchen

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

If it works (as it has for decades) don't fix it.

Regards from

Martin and Kathleen Treat
[l West 43rd Street #33N
10036



From: Mary Ann Schoudel

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 3:31 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's
Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows
that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets.
Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines proposed by
the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they
currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you support the Unity
Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address the unique
needs of our community. Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.
Sincerely, <> <
>
Thank you.
Mary Ann Schoudel
West 43 St, Apt #35-C
, NY 10036



From: maureen marwick

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 7:20 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: re-zoning of Upper East side

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Think this must have been done by someone who knew nothing about layout of New York city. Carolyn Maloney has
been our devoted congressperson for years while Jerry Nadler, who | have great respect for, lives on th West
side. Should not be a contest between them.



From: Nedra Biegel

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 4:08 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting of the Upper East Side

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you

recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

We oppose the redistricting plan for the Upper East Side as proposed .
Nedra BIEGEL. Paul BIEGEL

[ cast 64 5t Apt:28B

NY 10065



From: Paige Parkhill

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 9:46 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the

sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

PAIGE PARKHILL
I\ 28TH STREET
NEW YORK, NY
10036



From: Patty

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 8:39 AM
To: Public Testimony

Cc: SeawrightR@nyassembly.gov
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistrcitng

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

The Upper East Side is represented with Roosevelt Island and Queen’s has different goals and objectives. They all DO
NOT belong as part of the same district. In addition, we elected Julie Menin not a leader from Queens who has no legal
jurisdiction over the East Side if we didn’t vote for that person. An edict from a group of bureaucrats cannot change a
democratically elected official.

Patty Saffran
e 65th st
nyc 10065



From: Raymond Chalme'

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 5:23 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for NYC Council July Redistricting Commission’s Draft Maps — District 5

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Commissioner Walcott,

| am submitting this testimony to the NYC Redistricting Commission in response to the draft lines
released last month. My name is Raymond Chalme and | live on 3rd avenue on the upper east side.

Under the new draft lines, my Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun synagogue community and my Ramaz
School community will be more unified in District 5 than it was in the original district map from 2021.

| write in support of these draft maps as they enhance representation for my community and bring
together communities of interest that were severed.

In the current 4th Council District, less than 40% of the residents are part of Community Board 8. The
Council District is one of the least compact in the entire city as it goes as far west as Columbus Circle
(8th Avenue) and as far east as Avenue D yet it is quite narrow in most parts. The District also
stretches over 4 miles north-south, longer than any other Manhattan Council District. In this, the
voices of Community Board 8 are diluted and the Council Member must allocate funding and support
across a wide range of neighborhoods. The Council Member representing my synagogue's District
has not resided in Community Board 8 since 2005.

In the new Council District 5, over 95% of the residents are from Community Board 8. This would
unite Community Board 8 for the first time in decades as we no longer would be as fractured and
spread apart amongst Council Districts. | appreciate your consideration of this testimony.
Sincerely

Ray Chalme

Raymond Chalme



From: Richard Blodgett

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 10:42 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Richard Blodgett

I Charlton St

New York, NY 10014



From: Robert Plutzker

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 8:53 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Robert Plutzker

. 5th Ave

New York, NY 10003



From: Rochelle Gurstein

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 11:01 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Rochelle Gurstein
- Broome St

New York, NY 10012



From: Sandra Booklan

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 2:32 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Sandra Booklan

[ £ 20th st

New York, NY 10003



From: Sarah Carranza

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 9:53 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Sarah Carranza
[l West 37th st.



From: Seamus McGuire

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 2:20 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Séamus McGuire

. 9th Ave.

New York, NY 10019

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it may contain confidential and/or privileged material. This e-mail is intended
solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient or have
received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender by replying to the sender. After notifying the sender of the error,
you should immediately delete this e-mail from your system. Please be aware that any unauthorized disclosure,
dissemination, distribution, duplication or use of the e-mail contents or any attachments therein is strictly prohibited.



From: Shane C.

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 11:47 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Shane Correia

[l W 56th Street Apt 12)
New York, NY 10019



. 0000090909999

From:

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 4:46 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell’s Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3,4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.
Sincerely,

<<NAME>>Sharon Burns
<<ADDREsS>> [ W 43 st. Apt. 16 NY, NY



From: Sharon

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 8:00 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C3b140a9fa3424166726108da81115048%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637964209825587510%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MC4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=gKsoTSg%2BQY
0Z2QKIHafsH2DV9Up1gBu%2BdBysUFmM%2FBd4%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Sharon Greenberg
Il W 24th st

New York, NY 10036

Sharon Greenberg
Sent from my iPhone
Please excuse thumbos and typos



From: Sheila Weiss

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 8:51 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Sincerely,

Sheila Weiss

Il W 46th street
NYC,NY10036



From: Sophie Nadell

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 10:28 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting upper east side

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Where did that idea come from ?? It is the most ridiculous thing | have ever heard.

All of a sudden, people living east of First avenue -on Manhattan island- are part of Queens ?? This does not make sense
and | hope this crazy idea will go back to where it belongs.... in total oblivion ! There are more important issues to be
addressed.

A very concerned manhattanite,
Sophie Nadell

. East 72nd Street

New York, NY 10021



From: Stephanie Jones

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 12:41 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Stephanie Jones

- West 49th Street, Apt 5E
New York, NY 10019



From: Stephen Lehew

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 4:25 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Stephen lehew

I West 43rd Street, Apt 8 Q
New York NY, 10036



From: Steven Herring

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 5:33 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% majority-minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3,4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Steven Herring

Il . 47thst.

Apt. 4E.
NYC, NY. 10036

Steven Herring
www.onthestoopwithsteve.com




From: Tamora Rush-Kellett

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 5:22 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3.
https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022

Sincerely,

Tamora Rush-Kellett
-West 54t Street

Sent from Mail for Windows



From: Tracy sallows

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 3:29 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] The proposed redistricting of Hell's Kitchen/Clinton

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear New York City District Council,

| am writing because | am very concerned with the proposal to split Hell’s Kitchen (Clinton) into three
council districts.

| have lived in Hell’s Kitchen since 1986. My street is near the borderline of the proposed redistricting
map.

| am concerned that this attempt to split Hell’s Kitchen into three different council districts may be a guise
to pretend that current and future Homeless Shelters are in “other council districts”, when they are in fact,
just across street in the same neighborhood.

While | understand every neighborhood must do it's part for the Homeless in our city, Hell’s Kitchen has
always had more than our fair share of Homeless Shelters, and since the pandemic we have been
disproportionately inundated with even more Homeless in this community. During the time that the Skyline
Hotel at 50th and 10th was converted to a men’s shelter, the Police were continually responding to reports
of violence there, nearly four times per day, according to the New York Post on 4/24/21. Obviously, the
safety of Hell's Kitchen residents was compromised. It would be unfair and detrimental to Hell’s Kitchen,
which is already trying to cope with far more than it's share of displaced persons, to just blur the
borderlines on the map to hide a concentration of Homeless Shelters. It doesn't matter if it is suddenly
called "Lower Lincoln Center" and "Midtown North-West"; if the area of Clinton where they meet is glutted
with Homeless Shelters, then Hell's Kitchen has a problem.

Having three council districts could camouflage the problems of the Hell's Kitchen community as a whole
by artificially diluting all statistics (crime, schools, green spaces, homeless), into smaller numbers, and
thereby denying Hell's Kitchen the assistance and resources it needs, as well as the clout to ask for and
receive help and as a unified community.

It is also vitally important that no matter how this vote goes that the established "Special Clinton
District", which protects the area from 41st to 59th Street, from the West side of 8th Avenue to the
river, be honored and maintained to preserve the low rise, lower scale, residential character of this
neighborhood. All Council Representatives must protect this part of Manhattan from any policies or
zoning that tries to undermine or erode the protection of the Special Clinton District.

Thank you very much for your consideration in this important matter.

Sincerely,
Tracy Sallows






From: Trevor Stewart

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 12:15 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Trevor Stewart

Il W 13thst

New York, NY 10011



From: Ellen Pearre Cason

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 8:56 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

William Cason

-West 43rd Street #40-N
NYC 10036



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 3:48 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

The relative size of the Queens portion of the proposed district argues that the Queens residents now covered by the
district will get the majority of attention from the council members who presently represent them.

Would Manhattan cases now be adjudicated in Queens? This is absurd!

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms Adelaide Kent



[ : 69th st Apt 96 New York, Ny 10021-5445 || EEEGENG



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:30 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mr. Alexander Johnson

.Park Ave New York, NY 10128-1733



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 1:25 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mrs Alyssa Goodman

l E 69th St New York, NY 10021-5414
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From: Ann A. Aust

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 10:33 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell’s Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. I'm particularly concerned
about the protections (the Clinton Special District, example) that we've had being eroded if our neighborhood is divided

up.

My instincts tell me that this new proposal is just a bad idea and
| ask that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have
one voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Ann A. Aust
[ West 43rd Street, #32K



From: Anne Silverstein

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 12:13 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Anne Silverstein
Il W 13thst

New York, NY 10011



From: April Quinn

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 1:27 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposed to redistricting UES

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

| have lived on the UES of Manhattan for 17 years and am vehemently opposed to the potential of redistricting.

April Quinn

Sent from my iPhone



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:38 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mr. Benjamin Weintraub

.E 76th St New York, NY 10021-2825



. SUTTON PLACE APARTMENT CORPORATION
.Sutton Place, New York, NY 10022

Dear Chair Walcott,

As a resident of . Sutton Place, I write to ask that you DO NOT ADOPT the preliminary district
lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which include
portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side and all of Roosevelt Island for the following reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e)
and Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:
» neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

» the proposed district is not compact,
* the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
* the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods,
notably splitting the Sutton Place community of interest between multiple districts and combining
representation for a portion of our Manhattan community with Queens. Will a Queens Council Member
have a district office in Manhattan to represent and serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage
of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation
to two or more additional Manhattan Community Boards or hold full membership on multiple Borough
Boards? What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a
matter of Participatory Budgeting, creating significant disparities among neighbors who share the parks
and access to the new Greenway from Sutton Place? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly
different positions on important matters of public policy including, but not limited to, congestion pricing.
Will the interests of Manhattan residents be served by a Council Member who serves a majority of
constituents in Queens?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and
research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions directly
impacted by the proposed new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan
elected officials have years of experience in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with
surrounding residential areas. How effective will a Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the
provision of municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, I urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the
proposed districts referenced above. Keep the Sutton Area neighborhood intact and with representation in
Manhattan! If a redistricting is necessary, I would suggest and support the proposed district lines set out
in the Community Board 6 Resolution of August 10 as an alternative. Thank you in advance for your
consideration.

Sutton Place Resident: Brlan Rad 18
PRINT NAME

SIGNATURE

. Sutton Place, Apartment SA



From: Carey Sloane

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 1:21 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Carey Sloane

Il W 13thst

New York, NY 10011



REDISTRICTING HEARING, AUGUST 22, 2022, 6:00PM
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QUEENS

I

QUEENS

The draft map for Council District 26 (left) with the existing district map on the right. The new map would include Roo-
sevelt Island and a section of the Upper East Side of Manhattan (Source: redistrictingandyou.org)

Greetings, Chairman Dennis Walcott and Esteemed Commissioners,
fellow Roosevelt Islanders and concerned guests.

I am Carolina Tanjutco, a resident of Roosevelt Island since 2010, | had the opportunity to invest
and bought my 2-bedroom apartment from the Island House after a long search for a
Manhattan property. | came to know of this beautiful island when my daughter was entering
Middle School, and P.S.217 was listed among the Manhattan schools back in 2005. You can
imagine my delight when | discovered what the island has to offer in terms of a scenic view,
safety, public transportation accessibility, mixed demographics and welcoming neighborhood.
PS 217 itself offered a variety of afterschool services similar to NYC public schools downtown.
The funding of this school relied heavily on Manhattan taxpayers like myself.

Like many baby boomers, one of my biggest investment in my portfolio is my own home. The
valuation depends on the location and upkeep of the property, and neighboring community
concerns. With this redistricting proposal that puts our situation in conflict between Manhattan
and Queens borough councils. It will certainly affect the current marketability of our homes
should we decide to sell, or leave the property to our next of kin when there are jurisdictional
and political issues affecting our quality of life.

On every person’s mind is, “So what’s next?” Are we going to be transferred to Queen’s
County? Is there going to be a Charter change?

Like all American citizens, | have a Constitutional right to protect my property and investment,
against erosion of its value, against unwanted meddling of another political power that can
deteriorate the quality of life that we currently enjoy under Manhattan District 5.



That quality of living includes the NY Public Library, sports facilities, Manhattan funded senior
center, and most importantly, our access to NYPD. We are funding our own Public Safety
Offcers stationed on the island, hence we have one of the best places to live in New York with
least incidents of crime, Now, what happens should we be tossed to Queens Council 26, where
we then have to compete with the allocation of NYPD vis-a-vis the higher crime rate in our
neighboring Astoria?

We have the right to be secured in our homes and property like all other districts. That cannot
be taken away from us because of some technicality that our neighbor requires more assistance
than our Roosevelt Island community, and there are not so many police officers available to
serve the entire District Council 26 at any given time. The day that we lose that security of
having the NYPD at a short notice, that will start the proliferation of crimes in our backyard.

It is also not fair to Astoria because by including Roosevelt Island taxpayers in the calculation of
average income, this will push up the level of income required for those seeking housing at
District 26. Roosevelt Island has an average income level of $135-160K. By factoring this ,on the
Queens average income calculation, how will that affect the grant of public housing?

Let’s talk about demographics and 2020 census. Each district is required to have approx. 172K
but by including Roosevelt Island, with approximately 12,000 residents, now the population is
up to 184K. Presently, without any change, Roosevelt Island has 29% white non-Hispanic, 31%
Asian, 29% Hispanic and 6% Black. With redistricting, it will be off-balanced to 44% white non-
Hispanic, 25% Asian, 22% Hispanic and 4% black. Clearly this is not in accord with the intention
of redistricting.

A plain sight of the redistricting map shows a direct violation of City Charter Section 52 (1) (c)
(d) and (e) and Section 52 (2), an extreme cross-over that results to an oddly shaped map, not
compact, while joining neighborhoods with very distinct community interests. Roosevelt island
is mainly residential and we work effectively with our Manhattan Council members for quick
delivery of services. This redistricting proposal will result to change neither Roosevelt Islanders
nor Astoria residents would like to have. Your careful study and deliberation of all concerns that
you will hear today must be given a thorough evaluation of what is important to the
constituents, not just to subserve political end.

Thank you for your attention, and the time you devote to listen to us. Roosevelt Island must
remain as Manhattan District Council.



Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 11:54 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Crista Grauer

- Broadway

New York, NY 10012



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 4:04 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. CHRISTINE SMITH

l E 84th St New York, NY 10028-6226



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 3:24 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Dr Claudia Holland

I E 89th St New York, NY 10128-1251



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:28 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,

THE ABOVE PROPOSAL IS ABSURD.

| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island NOT BE adopted for the following

reasons.

First & MOST IMPORTANTLY , the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d)
and (e) and Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

o neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
o the proposed district is not compact,

o the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may & OFTEN DO HOLD VASTLY DIFFERENT POSITIONS on important
matters of public policy including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member
adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to RETURN TO THE DRAWING BOARD & NOT ADOPT THE
PROPOSED DISTRICTS REFERRED TO ABOVE. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Dr. C. M. Pyle
[l W End Ave New York, NY 10024-4933






From: Cullen Barry

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 12:13 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Cullen Barry

W 13th st

New York, NY 10011



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 3:43 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Daniel S. Hamermesh

. West 57th Street, Apt. 706
New York, NY 10019

Daniel S. Hamermesh

Sue Killam Professor Emeritus, University of Texas at Austin
Professor Emeritus, Royal Holloway University of London
Editor-in-Chief, IZA World of Labor

Tel (US ceII):_



From: David Adams

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 1:16 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

David Adams
W 13th st

New York, NY 10011



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 10:01 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Roosevelt Island says No to its redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE REDISTRICTING COMMISSION

Madam, Sir,

My name is David Lawson and [ am an elected representative of the Roosevelt Island community writing to you in my capacity
as Roosevelt Island Resident Association (RIRA) governing Council, representing the Westview district, some 1000 residents.
[ am also former elected President by the Roosevelt Island community of this association and believe this letter represent the
view of our entire Roosevelt Island community.

[ am writing to share with you that the continuously growing 12,500+ Roosevelt Island resident community has been
profoundly shocked by the redistricting lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5, which
includes Roosevelt Island. As a result, the community has mobilized against it and oppose it vehemently for the following
reason(s):

It is RIRA's views and the general Roosevelt Islanders' shared view that the proposed change is legally a direct violation of City
Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52 (2), resulting in:

1. Neighborhoods and communities of interest not being kept intact

2. The proposed district is not compact as instructed

3. The proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, crossing a borough boundary

Furthermore, from a cultural viewpoint of view, the philosophy of the founders of Roosevelt Island was for it to be an
integral part of Manhattan, which it has always been. The Roosevelt Islanders culture is that of Manhattanites and we
have never been involved in Queens affairs. Nothing can justify in the eyes of Roosevelt Islanders such a drastic change.

While we understand the nature of redistricting as a result of the recent census. We question the census results and if
everyone has really been counted considering a large number of Roosevelt Islanders were away during the Covid-19
crisis at a climax at the time of the census. Roosevelt Island has expanded tremendously with the addition of Cornell
University, thousands of new residential apartments, which do not seem to be fully reflected in the 2020 census results.

From a political and administrative viewpoint, the proposed redistricting would complicate public policy on the Island, by
dividing the political representation of the Island interests between Manhattan and Queens on key issues such as
transportation, environment, education and infrastructure.

Lastly, political interest would not be served by such redistricting, which would consist in deciding against the will of the
Roosevelt Island people for no benefit at all for the Island. At a time when the country and the city need to work together,
jeopardizing the togetherness of Roosevelt Island will not translate in more public support for political leadership and
public policy in any shape or form.

Therefore, | invite the Commission not to include Roosevelt Island in any plan that would lead to adding the whole or part
of Roosevelt Island to a Queens district or any other non Manhattan district.

| thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Kind regards,



David Lawson

Council Member
Roosevelt Island Resident Association (RIRA)
Westview district
Former RIRA President
F Main Street, Apt 708
ew York, NY 10044

Please send your letter to PublicTestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov and cc Joyce Short, the Founder of
the Main Street Democrats at jm_short@ymail.com.



From: Dawn Celestine

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 7:39 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Harlem Redistricting - District 9

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

My name is Dawn Celestine.
| was born and raised in Harlem.
| have lived here all my life.

Harlem thrives with a shared sense of community and that needs to continue.

| have seen the redistricting map and don't
feel it reflects that.

| hope any further adjustments will.
Thank you.

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
Get Outlook for Android




From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:44 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Deborah Brinckerhoff

l E 87th St New York, NY 10128-3112



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:10 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Dr. Diane Romsaitong

[ & 6oth st Apt 50 New York, Ny 10021-0019 [



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 8:17 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,

Just on the face if it this proposal is ridiculous. To include a district in Manhattan into a large Queen’s district will
automatically substantially deny the Manhattan residents fair representation. | write to ask that the district lines
proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which include portions of Sutton Place, the
Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mrs. Dianne Littwin

l E 92nd St New York, NY 10128-1688



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 6:35 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mrs. Doris Straus

l E 85th St New York, NY 10028-6349



From: Edgar Jackson

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 6:35 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Edgar Jackson

i: 20th st

New York, NY 10003



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 3:13 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms Eleanor Berman

l E 79th St New York, NY 10075-0709



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 1:06 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Erica Jaffe

l E 69th St New York, NY 10021-5414



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 9:34 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mrs. Gwenn Kapner

[ & soth st Apt 2F New vork, Ny 10075-0928 ||



From: Helene Goldfarb

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 12:51 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

August 22, 2022
To: New York City Districting Commission, Manhattan Public Hearing

Re: Redistricting of the Manhattan Council District 5

| was very disturbed to read of the possible redistricting of the Council District in what | live. The inclusion of a small part
of my district in Manhattan (27%) into a much larger district in Queens seems to make no sense. | have lived in both
Queens (for more than 40 years) and Manhattan (for 30) and can tell you that what | need from the Council and the
person who represents me is quite different from what those who live in Queens — not better or worse but different - need.
The neighborhoods have different needs and since we will be such a small part of the district, we will be left out not only of
how we are represented but what we need. According to the New York City Charter, four things that should have been
taken into consideration, were ignored: the district has a very peculiar shape; the district is not compact but all over the
place; the district results in an extreme crossover between the boroughs ; and the district does not keep neighborhood
and communities of interest in tact. Of all of these, the last is the most important to me.

As you look over this new proposal, please take all these problems into account and rethink how you are separating a part
of this from where we belong and not taking any of the above into consideration.



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 3:41 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Holly Hollingsworth

I E 86th St New York, NY 10028-1016



From: Ira Shuman

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 10:58 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Sutton Place Community Proposed Redisricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

| strenuously object to the proposal. The proposed district ignores the very different concerns of Manhattan and Queens
residents. It is a crazily drawn district which makes no sense. It’s absurd.

Ira Shuman

- East 57th Street

Sent from my iPhone



From: James D'Apollonia

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:05 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C4d111e821f0e4f54273c08da81lacefea%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637964878709447830%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
CawLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=6SzdxaQadez0KT
QOZmnIx88F4yG%2Fy1fZMa20oPcojDLs%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,
James A D’Apollonia
- West 47th Street, Apt 2B, New York, NY 10036



From: James Talbot

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 12:10 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

James Talbot

Il W 13thst

New York, NY 10011



From: Pouliot, Jeffrey J.

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 11:41 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Preserving Hell's Kitchen

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. I am a Hell's Kitchen
resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone
who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson
River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one
that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and
result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they currently are. I think this is a violation of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, I ask that you support the Unity Map to preserve
our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address the
unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3.
https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022

Sincerely,

Jeff Pouliot
-West 44th Street, 4B
NY, NY 10036

This message may be confidential and privileged. Use or disclosure by anyone other than an intended addressee is
prohibited. If you received this message in error, please delete it and advise the sender by reply email. Learn about
Morrison & Foerster LLP's Privacy Policy.



From: Jenny Pierson

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 10:09 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident of about a
decade, and | do not wish to see our wonderful and unique community split among three different districts. Anyone who
lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and
West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. It is a
special neighborhood and cannot be subsumed into any other neighborhood, as I'm sure you understand if you are
familiar with our one of a kind businesses, residents, and neighborhood treasured idiosyncrasies and issues to address.

As an editor at an independent journalism nonprofit organization that is international in scope (the Independent Media
Institute), | have seen this in action with a hyperlocal news outlet of W42ST, which informs residents about what
matters to us (including elections and district in information, as well as topics relevant to what our denizens care about
on the ballot like this!). And it is so important to me that we keep that local representation of our district, just as with
our media, because, based on both my relationships with folks in the neighborhoods being proposed to be added to our
district as well as their own local outlets, what they care about and report on is different from what Hell's Kitchen
residents do. And maintaining and sustaining our unique neighborhood is of the utmost importance to me. And as I'm
sure you know, it's what attracts tourists and New Yorkers alike to spend time and money in our neighborhood—
because it has been uniquely and lovingly cultivated by our diverse neighbors and their elected representatives.

Additionally, and crucially, district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and
result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of
1965. For this reason, | ask that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We
must continue to have one voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3: https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Thank you for hearing our testimony on this issue and considering this proposal.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Pierson
Il W 4sthst

Apt 10N

New York, NY 10036



New York City Districting Commission
Dennis M. Wolcott, Chair
Meeting of August 22, 2022
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, 515 Malcolm X Blvd., Harlem, Manhattan, 10037
Statement of John J. Keller (jjkel@aol.com)
[Delivered via Zoom]

Good evening. My name is John Keller. I'm a member of Manhattan Community Board Six, by
nomination of Council Members Garodnick and Powers and by appointment of Borough President
Brewer, honored now to serve under the leadership of Borough President Levine and Board Chair Kyle
Athayde. I’'m a member of the Executive Board of CB6 and Chair of the Board’s Youth and Education
Committee.

| want to thank Districting Commission Chair Wolcott and the Commission members for inviting us to
speak tonight.

I’'m here to strongly support the Resolution passed by Manhattan Community Board Six, for which |
voted, and the concurrent Resolution passed by Community Board Eight, both in opposition to the
proposed redistricting and supporting the presented alternative. | also echo the sentiments of my
friends and neighbors in Midtown Manhattan about being “relocated” to another Borough.

| am here specifically to discuss the potential impact of the proposed Redistricting on five public,
elementary and middle schools currently in CD5 and very ably represented by Council Member Julie
Menen.

There’s a long history of a strong, beneficial relationship between our neighborhood public schools and
our City Council representatives. It’s just possible that Chancellor Wolcott may recall that | was elected
to CECD2 in 2013 and was part of the group of parent advocates who worked for the siting and opening
of Yorkville East Middle School (MS177) way back in 2012. | vividly recall how essential the efforts of
Council Member Jessica Lappin were to bringing this fine school to a building already occupied by
another great school, PS158, on York Avenue between 77" and 78™. Council Member Ben Kallos played
a critical role in the ongoing success of both schools and advocated strongly, with Manhattan Borough
President Brewer, for the beautiful renovation of the shared facility. Council Member Kallos worked
tirelessly with Council Members Garodnick and Powers to bring hundreds of Pre-K seats to our
neighborhoods. Council Member Kallos also made it a hallmark of his tenure to assure the full inclusion
of PS 217 on Roosevelt Island in Participatory Budgeting and the mainstream of Manhattan’s CD5, as is
Council Member Menen today. Council Members Lappin, Kallos and Menen have also been very
supportive of PS183 on East 66™ Street, in Manhattan. Districts 5 and 4 have been fortunate to have
such champions for our schools as Jessica Lappin, Ben Kallos, Julie Menen, Dan Garodnick and Keith
Powers, with Council Members Rosie Méndez and Carlina Rivera in District 2.

I am confident that Council Member Won of CD26 in Queens will be a strong advocate for Manhattan
public schools. But, given the long, successful history of engagement by CD4 and CD5 Council Members,
| think this is a case of “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” Please, keep these neighborhoods and schools
where they have been so ably represented for many years.

Thank you for your kind attention to our concerns.
HiHt



From: Judith Friedman

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 11:34 AM

To: Public Testimon

Cc:

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to Redistricting Roosevelt Island

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

To Members of the Redistricting Commission:

| have been a resident of Roosevelt Island for 32 years and | strongly oppose the redistricting lines proposed for Queens
Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5, which includes Roosevelt Island, for the following reasons, although
there are so many more:

1. Roosevelt Island was conceived and built as a Manhattan Utopian Community by Mayor John Lindsay. Our area code
is 212, not 718; our zip code is 10044, a Manhattan zip code, and we have always considered ourselves Manhattan
residents.

2. The Roosevelt Island tramway, operated and overseen by the Roosevelt Island Operating Corp. is firmly rooted in
Council District 5. It is imperative that the community maintain the direct relationship with the District 5 Council
Member to insure the safe, efficient operation of the tram because most of our working population commute each day
to Manhattan, not Queens.

3. In addition to supporting our school, PS217, our long established relationships with our Council Member supports
quality of life programs for our families such as our Little League, NY Junior Tennis and Learning, our very active Carter
Burden Senior Center, and additional projects and services that are the life-blood of our community.

Thank you for your time and attention,
Judith Friedman

. Main Street #430
New York, NY 10044
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From: J Martin

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 11:34 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re-districting Testimony
Attachments: unitymap-220718-1.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Hello. My name is June Martin and | live a- West 56t Street between 8" & 9t Avenues. | have lived here for over 30
years.

| am asking the Commission to keep Hell’s Kitchen intact in a single Council District. On July 15, 2022, the New York City
Districting Commission released it's proposed new district maps as a result of the 2020 Census. This proposal breaks the
Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood apart into 3 different Council Districts.

Hell's Kitchen is widely recognized as running from 8" Avenue to the Hudson River from 34 Street to 59" Street. It has a
long colorful history and has been home to a long line of notables from Mickey Spillane to Mickey Rourke. It has served
as a backdrop and inspiration for countless films like Taxi Driver and often turns up in Pop Culture books, comics,
television, music and even video games.

Hell’s Kitchen is known worldwide as a distinct neighborhood full of diversity - diversity of ethnicity, diversity of age,
diversity of religion, diversity of race, diversity of economic status. The multitude of local restaurants from Peruvian to
Ethiopian, the artists that live and work here and the many small businesses that support this community draw visitors
from all corners of the globe. Hell's Kitchen is a unique gem and needs to stay that way.

One of the most unique characteristics of Hell's Kitchen is it's low rise residential aspect. This is a result of the Clinton
Special District Zoning of which Hell's Kitchen is a part. The purpose of the Special District is to preserve the residential
character of the community and promote public health, safety and general welfare. To accomplish this, construction in the
area is required to keep in character with the existing scale of the community. This has allowed the preservation of lower
rise buildings and the maintenance of open sky.

The diversity of Hell’s Kitchen along with it’s livability thanks to the Clinton Special District Zoning fosters a strong
camaraderie within our community.

The City Council District lines proposed by the Districting Commission on July 15, 2022 will dilute the diversity of Hell’'s
Kitchen as well as dilute the power of the community to retain it's Special District character by splitting the community into
three parts. As a long time resident, | do not want unfettered development of high rise development and loss of the small
businesses that make Hell's Kitchen what it is.

There is a better map that preserves our diversity and maintains the character of our neighborhood.

The Unity Map was released on July 18 by a coalition of the leading legal voting rights advocacy organizations. It reflects
the fact that the white population of City Council District 3 generally and Hell’s Kitchen in particular has decreased in
percentage terms since the 2010 census. Additionally, the Latinx, Black and Asian populations in City Council District 3
has increased.

Combining Hell's Kitchen into one City Council District instead of dividing the neighborhood into three parts will bring
minority representation into better balance across the entirety of City Council District 3.



Thus, | ask you to adopt the Unity Map for City Council District 3 to keep Hell's Kitchen whole and preserve our diversity
and community cohesion. I've attached a copy of the map with my written testimony.

Thank you.
June Martin
West 56th Street
ew York, NY 10019



From: Kalpana Gupta

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 6:56 PM

To: Public Testimon

Cc:

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting a portion of NYC Council Manhattan District 5 to Queens District 26

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Mr. Walcott,
I am writing to you in your capacity as the Chair NYC Districting Commission/

The plan presented for 54 blocks of the Upper East Side and Roosevelt Island is not acceptable to the residents of the East
Sixties. We believe it violates the charter requirements of keeping neighborhoods compact and in tack This plan would
make CD26 an oddly shaped district with practical difficulties: they are - would the Council Member have a district office
in Manhattan as well as on Roosevelt Island; would the Council Member cover Community Board meetings in Board 8 &
6 and have full membership on both Borough Boards, and finally we believe this part of Community District 8§ would
have a diminution of representation. While other Districts have physical boundaries in more than one borough, they are
directly adjacent to one another. They do not have a river separating them as in this proposed plan. The issues in CD26 are
not the same as in CDS5. There are several well-established neighborhood associations whose membership would be torn
asunder.

The issues that involve City Agencies such as Transportation, Sanitation, Parks etc. are different in the two council
districts. Then there are two other major issues that would tear our community apart. The first is the hospital corridor with
their buildings for the major institutions many of which would be in CD26 under the new plan. But many of their offices
and allied buildings and staff and doctors would be located in/or live in CD5 making it difficult for discussing issues
constantly arising. The second is Community District 8 ranks 47m out of 51 Districts for the least amount of park space in
the city. This plan would remove: 24 Sycamores Park; % of Honey Locust Park—with /4 remaining in D5; most of our
East River Esplanade and Andrew Haswell Green Park Phase 1 & 2A—2B is under construction at this time. Phase 3 has
not yet started and will likely cost $25 Million dollars to complete. Will a Council Member in CD26 spend that kind of
money for an area that represents only 27% of the voters in her/his District? Most of the funding will probably be spent in
the Queens part of the district. This would result in CD 5 having the least amount of Park space in NYC.

We strongly recommend that you study and implement Community Board 8’s resolution and plan, as it takes into account
the number of residents in all the adjourning districts.

Our Neighborhood Association depends greatly on our Council Member and her office staff, which is easy to reach by a
short bus ride. I strongly urge the New York City Districting Commission to reconsider this ill-conceived plan and not
divide an indivisible and cohesive neighborhood.

Best regards,
kalpana

Kalpana Gupta PhD, MBA,

Executive Director Business Development

Head of Immunology, Infectious Diseases and Metabolism
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

< |
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From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 10:32 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Katherine Redd

l E 71st St New York, NY 10021-5159



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 10:07 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Kathleen Segarra-Aitken

[l c soth st Apt 6N New York, Ny 10021-5447 ||



From: Kathryn Jolowicz

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 7:17 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] 5th Manhattan City Council District redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

My name is Kathy Jolowicz. I am president of a 50-year-old Block Association, the East 83/84™ Street Block
Association, spanning 16 blocks, from 2" to 5" Avenues. For decades this organization has been split between
the City Council Districts 4 and 5 at Lexington Avenue. Thus, many residents do not know who their
representatives really are, and are confused as to whom they should go about addressing an issue.

The newly proposed 4" District stretches from Peter Cooper Village and Stuyvesant Town, Waterside Plaza,
Murray Hill, Garment District, Tudor City, Turtle Bay, Times Square, Koreatown, Midtown East, Midtown
West, Sutton Place, to Central Park South, where it then resembles a “hallway” through the Upper East Side all
the way up through Carnegie Hill.

District 5's newly proposed boundaries covers, parts of Sutton Place and Lenox Hill; Yorkville and parts of the
Upper East Side and Carnegie Hill, extending across the East River to another borough, of Queens.

# ombining communities that share common issues would be more productively represented under one council
person’s umbrella, rather than using statistics alone. Yorkville/Upper East Side share a common interest for
example, the vibrant and sometimes explosive east west 86th Street Corridor from River to Park. This concern
also extends north and south of the subway stop, and busy shopping street as well.

Extending the S5th Council District's boundaries westward to Sth Avenue from Lexington, with the east
boundaries reaching the East River including Roosevelt Island, and starting from Central Park South up through
UES/Yorkville to all of Carnegie Hill, instead of expanding eastward into the borough of Queens, with which
the community of this section of Manhattan, has nothing in common, looks unintelligent.

This would leave the 4th District to begin at Central Park South to stretch southward instead if northward. The
Councilmember would then not be spread so thin, which makes it difficult, in some cases, to juggle different
community issues simultaneously, deeming that person unable to concentrate, and give the intense focus
necessary for each issue. The same would apply to the 5* Council District leader who would have to engage in
Queens’s community issues, also being forced to be spread thin.

Another way must be found to implement a more efficient plan combining statistics, community common
needs, whereby leaders can perform more efficiently. To achieve the best design, is to sit within the districts,
rather than by viewing it from a “helicopter”.

Sincerely,

Kathy Jolowicz

Yorkville/Kleindeutschland Historian (ykhs-ny.org)



E 83/84th Street Block Association, President (2" — 5" Ave. 16 blocks)
19th Precinct Community Council VP
. East 84th Street 3E

New York, NY 10028



From: KEVIN P MCANARNEY

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 8:49 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

| am Kevin McAnarney and since 1988 have been a resident of 301 West 45" Street (Camelot apt). | am Not just a long
time Hell’s Kitchen resident, | have worked in the theatre/entertainment industry since 1975 and was on the Board of
Governors of ATPAM (Association of Theatrical Press Agents & Mangers) for over 25 years. | moved to the HK
Community from the upper west side to be closer to Broadway. As you know the area has been the home to thousands
& thousands of theatre workers for so many decades.

| am asking you to keep Hell’s Kitchen whole. By just one block, | would be placed in a District that is 90% East
Side. They are NOT my community! This would be my eviction, and my voice, situations, community and so much more
would be the lowest minority there. Just one block would remove my representation that has been for 34 years.

| have been an activist, volunteer, pro bono press agent for so many organizations, events, individuals that are in this
area, since | located to Hell’s Kitchen. HK is such a diverse community, and our needs & representation should be as One
and not splint into 3 districts, where we would be a Minority. This country is too Divided Now, please do not divide
Hell’s Kitchen.

My mother was Mexican American and had to go to convent school to learn English. | am too well aware of

division. Hell’s Kitchen is a COMMUNITY of Hispanics, Asians, Black, young & old, LGBT+, middle and low income families
and people and so much more. There is great History here. The pandemic greatly affected the area, especially in the
theatre and hospitality work. We banded together.

| am so Happy and Proud of our City Council Representative. And for the last elected represented was a volunteer to get
the Best Representation for Hell’s Kitchen. | have worked hard and do NKT want to be DISPLACED!

You are hearing from so many, and we have related so many reasons by the proposed lines are NOT what we want and
NEED! The Map that they are presenting as the District should be the moral, ethical and RIGHT Choice / Decision!

Please Keep Hell’s Kitchen as One and in District 3!

Thank you

Kevin P McAnarney
- West 45th Street
Apt9D

New York NY 10036



. 0009090909099 0 @
A

From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:51 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,

| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following
reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mr. Kevin Roe

[l 5th Ave # 15D New York, Ny 10029-6917 ||| GGG



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:46 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mr. LAURENCE BELFER

l Park Ave New York, NY 10075-0325



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 5:41 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mr. Len Cerasoli

[ & soth st Apt 68 New York, Ny 10075-09s |



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 1:19 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Dr. Leon Rybak

[ & 6oth st Apt 8N New York, NY 10021-5445 || GG



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:50 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting

to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Lester Brickman
Il W 13thst

New York, NY 10011



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:35 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms Linda S George

[ £ 96th st Apt 9A New York, NY 10128-0736 || G



From: Lisa Botwinick

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 12:11 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Lisa Botwinick

Il W 13thst

New York, NY 10011



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 3:21 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Miss Lynn Barber

l E 76th St New York, NY 10021-1400



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:05 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Margaret Norton

l E 69th St New York, NY 10021-5414



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:32 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Marilynn Meek

.E 69th St New York, NY 10021-5414



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:39 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Marjorie Hart

l E 64th St New York, NY 10065-7045



From: Giselle Mahoney
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 6:02 PM
To: Public Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Letter of Opposition

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Commissioner
Dennis M. Walcott, Chair, Hon. Marilyn D. Go
Maria Mateo, Esq.

Joshua Schneps

Lisa Sorin

Msgr. Kevin Sullivan
Kai-Ki Wong

Maf Misbah Uddin
Michael Schnall

Kristen A. Johnson

Yovan Samuel Collado
Gregory W. Kirschenbaum
Marc Wurzel

Kevin John Hanratty

Dr. Darrin K. Porcher

)

I write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (¢) (d) and (e) and Section
52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:
e neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
e the proposed district is not compact,
o the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
o the proposed district is very oddly shaped.



Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of seniors
in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional Manhattan
Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is the likelihood that
the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens
residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy including, but not limited to, congestion
pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research facilities
with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions directly impacted by the proposed new lines are:
Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Animal Medical
Center, Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and expertise in
addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a Queens Council
Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, I urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed districts
referenced above. My fellow residents and I stand ready to meet with Commission staff to address these matters and to propose
alternatives. I thank you in advance for your consideration,

Yours truly,
Mary Pistolese-Mahoney



From: Matthew Cotter

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 12:16 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Matthew Cotter
Il W 13thst

New York, NY 10011



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 4:35 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Proposed City Council District Changes for UES

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

To Whom It Concerns:

| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following
reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Michael Hennes
- East 78" Street, #5H
New York, NY 10075



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 4:57 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

In addition, this is simply taxation without representation!

Sincerely,
Ms. Mimi Lamia

[ & 65th st Apt 5B New York, NY 10065-5603 || GG






A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood is the presence of numerous
medical and research facilities with large, densely populated campuses. Among
those institutions directly impacted by the proposed new lines are: Hospital for
Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York
Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Animal Medical Center, Rockefeller University and
Cornell Tech. These institutions provide significant medical services, not only to
East Side and Sutton Place residents but to all Manhattan and the other four
boroughs of the city, other USA residents and indeed the World.

Manbhattan elected officials have years of experience and expertise in addressing
the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How
effective will a Queens Council Member be? Would they even be focused on
unusual needs of these institutions? Or would their attention be focused on the
different requirements of their larger constituent base in Queens?

The oddly-shaped, extreme crossover proposed district will significantly and
adversely impact the provision of municipal services and diminish the political
voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

The Commission needs to withdraw the redrawn political map with the new
districts it has proposed to be created. It then needs to imaginatively create
something which works better for New York City, Manhattan and the enclave in
which my neighbors and I live. 1 am sure my neighbors and fellow residents are
available and eager to meet with Commission staff to address these matters and to
propose creative and useful alternatives.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 4:22 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Sutton area redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

August 19, 2022
Dear Commissioners:
I write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following reasons:
First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c¢) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:
* neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
* the proposed district is not compact,
* the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
* the proposed district is very oddly shaped.
Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods.
Notably, will a Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the
extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8?
Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional Manhattan Community Boards?
Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards?
What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of
Participatory Budgeting?
Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?
A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions directly impacted by the
proposed new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York
Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Animal Medical Center, Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected
officials have years of experience and expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with
surrounding residential areas. How effective will a Queens Council Member be in this regard?
Third, this oddly shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of municipal
services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.
In the strongest terms possible, I urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. My fellow residents and I stand ready to meet with Commission staff to address these matters
and to propose alternatives. I thank you in advance for your consideration,
Sincerely,
Nancy Koenigsberg
435 East 57" St.
New York, NY 10022

Nancy Koenigsberg
[ cast 57th Street, New York, NY 10022



Cell/Studio:



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:11 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Dr. Panus Romsaitong

[ & 69th st Apt 50 New York, NY 10021-0019 [



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 5:05 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mr. Peter Pfeffer

l E 76th St New York, NY 10021-2810



From: Ralph Tachuk

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 1:16 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Ralph Tachuk
W 13th st

New York, NY 10011



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 1:17 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mrs. Renata La Rocca Vieira

l E 69th St New York, NY 10021-5414



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:34 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Dr. Roberta Olson

. Park Ave New York, NY 10128-1733



From: Robert Jackman _>

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 10:42 AM
To: Public Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Council District 5

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Commissioners,

We have lived on the Upper East Side for almost 40 years. For the entire time we’ e lived here, we have been
represented in the City Council by a member whose office was within walking distance from our home. There are
many senior citizens living in this district in a similar position.

Therefore, we ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council
District 5 which include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for
the following reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and
Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will
a Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high
percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation
to two additional Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two
Borough Boards? What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a
matter of Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important
matters of public policy including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council
Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions directly impacted by the proposed
new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill
Cornell, Animal Medical Center, Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years of
experience and expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How
effective will a Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. My fellow residents and | stand ready to meet with Commission staff to address these
matters and to propose alternatives. | thank you in advance for your consideration

SANDRA & Robert Jackman






From: Robert Zanfini

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 12:57 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Robert Zanfini

[ W.43rd st. Apt.NN
N.Y.N.Y.10036
<<ADDRESS>>



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 8:54 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. robin nelson

I E 73rd St New York, NY 10021-3520



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 3:16 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Robyn Roth-Moise

l E 85th St New York, NY 10028-7405



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:56 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mrs Rochelle Busch

I Sutton PI S New York, NY 10022-3071
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From: Roxanne and Patrick Feeley
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 12:03 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Hello,

I live on the UES of Manhattan. Queens is a bridge away. The Queens community has many different issues than
the issues of the Manhattan community. I do not understand the thought process that a council person can
effectively help both community of consitituents. I have to imagine that the queens community itself have diverse
1ssues amongst it as the Manhattan commumuty has with the east & west sides.

Please do not redistrict Manhattan and Queens communities together. there must be a better solution. To begin

with, we are mostly apartments and Queens 1s apartments and houses. When we being to speak about just the
1ssues here, it 1s vastly diverse. Then start discussing the congestion pricing and it's another diverse discussion.

Please rethink this redistricting.
thank you for your time.

Roxanne Wild Feeley




DeCillis, Michael

From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:57 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms Sally Mathews

.E 75th st New York, NY ||



Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 6:11 PM
To: Public Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] My Concerns About Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Members of the Districting Commission,

| would like to express my opinion on the proposal to redistrict Roosevelt Island (zip code 10044). It does not
make sense to me.

| am a resident of Roosevelt Island since 1979. We are a diverse neighborhood with a population of almost
12,000 (per Census 2020). Roosevelt Island has developed and grown over the years | have lived here. That
did not come easy, but with much intense representation from our Council person, other officials, and
community representation to ensure the community needs were considered. Our Council person often set up
an office on the island and knew our community and the needs well. Other elected officials also went to bat
for us over the years.

We are a community with a wide breadth of people and needs -- upper, middle and low-income populations
including seniors, disabled, single parents, youth as well as a large United Nations representation. We are also
a community run by a complex leadership structure that includes local leadership, city, and state

entities. Trusting relationships need to be built and sustained in order to see movement forward on any
project here on the island. Often, community concerns have to championed. Our past representation has
spent the time, energy and resources to do this.

I am not in favor of this redistricting change for several reasons:

¢ | am concerned that we will lose the continuity and the history of 47 years of representation that we
have had in the past to address the concerns of this community. For example, It took great effort upon
officials and community alike to ensure that community concerns and ideas were considered during
the first phase of building Cornell's campus. | hear Cornell is going to build a second phase in the near
future. Attention will be needed again to ensure the community concerns are responded to in this
next phase, too.

e |t appears the plan splits up the East Side of Manhattan. In addition to other neighborhoods subject to
change, our Tram is planted firmly in Manhattan. That is not changing. Our representatives fought for
monies that enabled us to buy a new Tram when our 30 year-old tram was in need of
replacement. More recently, a new working elevator has been completed and the plaza around it
replaced. What will the tram be considered -- Queens or Manhattan? Where will monies come from
for needs in the future? Currently, we are fighting to have OMNY at the Tram turnstiles.



e There are many programs on the island that impact seniors and youth that | believe are paid for out of
funding that comes from discretionary funds of our representatives. Will those programs continue or
will we lose that funding due to District 26 discretionary funding already committed to other
priorities.

e Roosevelt Island is a subway stop on the MTA system -- will that be Queens or Manhattan
jurisdiction? Who will oversee the issues related to this station?

¢ The flow and activity of the island's population is more connected to Manhattan than Queens. Trains
are almost empty going to Queens and most of our people traffic is toward Manhattan during rush
hour. Most are employed in Manhattan.

e How can part of Queens exist on Manhattan as the medical community and Sutton Place are also
included in this redistricting? | thought that a borough could not be split that way according to the City
Charter? So does that mean a proposed change in the City Charter is also being considered?

¢ What about our school on the island and the projects they need funding for? Where will that come
from?

These are just a few concerns that | think warrant consideration. |1 am concerned that the quality of life for all
Roosevelt Islanders could decline if some programs and systems are not supported due to lack of

funding. This will take away from the vibrancy of this community. If this happens, we might no longer be an
option people choose to live in. Worse, people could leave.

Queens is a great borough with a vast richness of cultures, which | love. My concern is that we may become
the new kid on the block that could easily get overlooked given already established district 26 priorities and
lack of relationship with the powers that be related to Roosevelt Island.

| ask you to leave Roosevelt Island as part of Manhattan's District 5. It makes the most sense!
Sincerely,

Sandra Barnett

Roosevelt Island Resident



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 9:17 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration, Sarah Bramwell

Sincerely,
Mrs. Sarah Bramwell

I E 96th St New York, NY 10128-0782



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:29 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Sheryl Dluginski

[ & s5th st Apt 1w New York, NY 10028-7487 ||



From: Stephen Berger

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 1:50 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C4b0db5c389ce4cfd96b408da820b66a6%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637965284228972410%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MC4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=3janBkWweKzZ
71E8GkDOtnBPjuUnPp7uS)6vcf%2F9phk%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Stephen Berger

I . 43rd. st. Apt 34A
NY,NY 10036



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 5:03 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

| find it difficult that draconian & unconstitutional boundaries are drawn up without common sense, forethought &
undemocratic ways.

Sincerely,
Mr. Stephen Lamia

[l e 65th st Apt 5B New York, NY 10065-5603 ||| G

1
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From: susan

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 10:28 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell’s Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Susan L. Malbin
W 55 St. NY NY 10019

Susan L sl emsi: [



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 3:31 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Susan Siskind

[ & 63rd st Apt 118 New York, Ny 10065-7934 ||



From: Terri Roth

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 1:11 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell%2 ¢ s Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. [ am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish to see
our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from
Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one
that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3,4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. I think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, I ask that
you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to
address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Theresa Roth

Il W45 Street #12G
NY NY 10036

Sent from the all new AOL app for Android




Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 12:28 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Thomas von Foerster
Il W 13thst

New York, NY 10011



From: Trudi Posey

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 12:54 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Trudi Posey

[l West 43rd St. Apt.NN
N.Y. N.Y. 10036
<<NAME>>
<<ADDRESS>>



From: WAYNE HOFFMAN

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 1:03 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's
Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows
that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets.
Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines proposed by
the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they
currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you support the Unity
Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address the unique
needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

GW Hoffman
West 43rd St, 31P
NY 10036



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:38 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mrs. wendy rosmarin

.E 69th St New York, NY 10021-5704



From: Whitney Devlin

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 12:41 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Proposed Sutton Place Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

| am a resident of the Sovereign on East 58th St. NY. For obvious reasons to you and almost everyone else in the area,
having our neighborhood become part of district 26 and not our current district 5 is unacceptable!

| would appreciate not changing what isn’t broken. We cannot have tunnel vision where people’s lives are concerned.
Your serious consideration to this matter would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you.

Respectfully,

Whitney Devlin



From: Yago De Quay

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 4:55 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Yago de Quay
The Strand,. W 43rd St

Yago de Quay, PhD



From:

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:48 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Dr. Yvonne Groseil

Il 31d Ave Apt 2 New York, NY 10128-3615 ||| N



From: Aaron Alexander

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 4:45 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's
Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here
knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th
Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines
proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter
than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you support
the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address
the unique needs of our community. Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022. Sincerely, <<NAME>> <<ADDRESS>>

Sent from Gmail Mobile



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 10:26 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above.

Sincerely,
Mr. Akash Bose

l E 79th St New York, NY 10075-1451



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 10:29 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms Alexis Ginsberg

[l : 79th st Apt 8M New York, Ny 10075-1439 ||



From: Anita Weckenmann Mcdong

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:14 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to Redistricting Hell's Kitchen

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Redistricting Commission Members,

| am a long time resident of Hell's Kitchen asking the Commission to keep Hell's Kitchen intact. Hell's Kitchen needs a
single Council District.

| have lived at the Parc Vendéme (333/353 West 56 and 340/350 West 57) since 1985. | have served on my
Condominium's Board of Managers for 22 years. | understand the importance of community service and giving back. 10
years ago | began attending Community Board meetings and met Hell's Kitchen neighbors who feel as | do. I've met our
elected representatives and have tried to assist those that | work with. | have learned that a property is enhanced by what
happens outside of our walls. | am a proud member of the Hell's Kitchen Neighborhood Coalition (HKNC), and | can't
imagine how an Upper East Side representative would understand the needs and wants of my special west side
community, formally known as the wild west.

Splitting Hell's Kitchen into three parts will dilute my ability to get anything done in my community. The Parc Vendéme is
across the street form the Windermere, who constantly seeks to push the boundaries. That property (400 West 57th St)
will be transferred to District 6, the Hudson Hotel, diagonally across the corner from the Windermere and directly across
the street from the Parc Vendéme will be transferred to District 4. The Hudson has been problematic in the past and |
have attended hearings for both buildings. Balsley Park is a POPS (Privately Owned Public Property) contiguous to the
Parc Vendéme, yet the park is owned and operated by the Sheffield, (322 West 57th). Erik Botcher , Council Member of
District 3 has been involved with Balsley Park. He understands the problems, an east side representative would not. Itis
heart breaking that the Council intends on separating the Parc Venddme from Hells Kitchen.

| am asking the Commission to keep Hell’s Kitchen intact and keep us in Council District 3.

Hell's Kitchen has it's own identity, it is legendary. Hell's Kitchen has always run along the Hudson River, that will
change. Hell's Kitchen is World renown and a Distinct neighborhood full of diversity and flare. | am proud to live here. |
am a proud volunteer in my Hell's Kitchen Community. Chopping this neighborhood into three parts will dilute our
cohesiveness, our effectiveness, and shatter our unique congruence.

Thank you.

Anita McDonagh
Board of Managers, Secretary to the Board
Parc Vendéme Condominium
F West 56th Street
ew York, NY. 10019



From: Annette Joseph

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 4:43 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3D&a
mp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C00c96906371e452a824e08da82eca7cb%7C35c8281
66c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637966250198329442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMCAwLjA
wMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCJBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=QF60kPIHvDq09WDoAD
RBHb6RIZYbbTCbAWuU9SI68f25s%3D&amp;reserved=0

Sincerely,
A.Joseph
-west 43 st
NY NY 10036

Sent from my iPhone



From: tony

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 2:35 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's
Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here
knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th
Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines
proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter
than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you support
the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address
the unique needs of our community. Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022. Sincerely, <>Anthony Stavick <
>




From: Barbara Costigan

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 4:04 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Barbara Costigan
- West 43rd Street Apt 10E
New York, NY 10036



From: Barbara Hayes

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 5:16 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Barbara Hayes

West 43rd Street, #41F
New York, NY 10036



From: BB Liu

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 10:13 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen supports the Unity Map

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Everyone who lives in Hell’s Kitchen knows that our community runs west of Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River
between West 34th Street and West 59th Street.

The first mention of Hell's Kitchen in print dates back to the 1880s. But even today, tourist guides use these same
boundaries to refer to Hell's Kitchen.

The 2013 City Council map included most of the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood in City Council District 3, which allowed us
to be represented by a single City Council member.

We are an incredibly diverse neighborhood. The 2020 Census shows that the Hispanic, Asian-American, Black and multi-
racial communities now make up the majority of the population in Hell's Kitchen. But the City's preliminary map would
split us up into three different majority white City Council districts, diluting the political voice of Hispanic, Black and
Asian communities in Hell's Kitchen.

Hell's Kitchen, with a population of 74,621 people, is the largest neighborhood in the current City Council District-3,
followed by Chelsea, with 63,039 individuals. Together, these two neighborhoods make up more than two-thirds of the
current CD-3. They are also the most diverse neighborhoods in CD-3.

The Districting Commission's preliminary map keeps ALL of Chelsea in CD-3 but splits up Hell's Kitchen into three large
chunks with two of those parts attached to two other majority-white City Council districts.

As a result of splitting up Hell's Kitchen in this way, the representation of Hispanic and Black populations in both Hell's
Kitchen and Chelsea and of the larger Asian population in Hell's Kitchen are significantly diluted.

Currently, according to the 2020 Census, Hispanics make up 18.2 % of both Chelsea and Hell's Kitchen, Asians make up
21.4 % of Hell's Kitchen and 13.0 % of Chelsea, Blacks make up 7.5 % of Hell's Kitchen and 6.6 % of Chelsea, whites make
up 48.1 % of Hell's Kitchen and 57.5% of Chelsea.

Meanwhile the Commission's preliminary map would DECREASE the representation of Hispanics, Asians and Blacks in
the proposed City Council district 3 while INCREASING the proportion of whites in comparison to both the CURRENT City
Council generally and Hell's Kitchen and Chelsea in particular.

That is why we support the Unity map, which preserves our neighborhood's diversity and keeps Hell's Kitchen whole.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3:

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Cfa767c¢219fd2458d101508da82b623bc%7C3
5c¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637966016069050648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM



C4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2luMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=2sc8gWo3eJuHQ
4dq9dWVMbeDMfgVPeOCusWstiJVgl8%3D&amp;reserved=0

Thank you,

BB Liu
I Columbus Place, Apt. S17G, New York NY 10019



DeCillis, Michael

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 11:58 AM
To: Public Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mr Bernd Jirkal
. E 79th St- New York, NY 10075-143



20 August 2022
Dear New York City Redistricting Commission Members,

As a 13-year resident of the historic village of Harlem in Upper Manhattan, | write to urge
you to maintain the integrity of the Council District and its representation in the legislative
body. For decades, Black Manhattanites have been marginalized and forced out of their
homes. It is well documented that the thriving Black neighborhoods of Seneca Village and
San Juan Hill were obliterated for the sake of undermining and erasing the political power
and economic progress of Black society in New York’s most popular and recognized
borough. This year’s decennial review must not, in any way, threaten the only true
opportunity to have Black representation in the Council’s Manhattan delegation. Thus, |
request that Harlem’s current Council district lines not be disturbed in any way that would
hinder or weaken Black representation in New York City. Specifically:

While relieved that the NYC Council Districts Preliminary Maps do not exclude the
Polo Grounds, Ralph J. Rangel Houses, and Holcombe Rucker Playground we are now
faced with deep concern for the southern tip of Harlem. The preliminary plan calls for
the removal of The Heritage at Schomburg Plaza, Clinton Houses, Lehman Houses and
Lakeview Apartments— all a part and unique to historic Harlem. These sites signify
history, honor leaders, and are the fabric of cultural education and community and
should not be excluded.

» Schomburg Plaza, an apartment complex at the northeast corner of Central Park
with two octagon-shaped 35-story towers on Fifth Avenue and one 11-story
rectangular slab on Madison Avenue, was named after writer and activist Arthur
Schomburg, a Black Puerto Rican, who settled in Harlem and developed a
famous book collection as well as other materials about blacks. The housing
development had world-famous tragedies but was also known for hard-working
residents, producing outstanding public leaders like Bill Perkins and William
Allen—two of only three Black men to serve as a county elections chief for
Manhattan.

» Clinton Houses and Lehman Houses, owned and operated by the New York City
Housing Authority, are culturally connected to historic Harlem in community
interests and marginalization. In 2014, Clinton tenants sued NYCHA for
negligence resulting in disrepair and public health hazards. Lehman Houses had
similar challenges.

» At the most southern end of the four developments that serve as historic Harlem
front doors is Lakeview Apartments. Lakeview was saved from losing its Mitchell-
Lama status. For all four housing developments, Duke Ellington Circle, named in
1995 after the great jazz artist who lived in Harlem and The Africa Center, just
opening, are at their doorsteps and serve as a grand entrance into historic
Harlem.
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» Another beautiful opening to historic Harlem is the Harlem Meer in Central Park.
The lake was transformed from a large, untamed swamp, into the centerpiece of
New York’s Central Park in 1857. Institutions like Boys & Girls Harbor, a new
museum that celebrates the importance of African heritage and a monument of
Duke Ellington at his piano, neatly provide a ribbon for the first blocks of historic
Harlem as well as it political, racial and cultural composition. The very gate of the
northern end of Central Park gives entrance to the Harlem Meer (dedicated last
year and named the Exonerated) and honors the five young men who were
wrongfully accused and convicted of the heinous rape of the “Central Park
Jogger” (which occurred nearby). Three of these five resilient, (now) men lived
and still have family in The Heritage at Schomburg Plaza. The tragedy and later
exoneration of these men still resonate throughout and for Black families that are
raising Black boys into men. The exoneration and the naming of the gate is a
recognition of a community struggle to recognize the injustice that have been
historic for Blacks in Harlem and in America.

In conclusion, in order to honor and preserve the history, historic leaders, culture,
community, and education of Harlem | request that these sites not be excluded.

Respectfully,

Caren Skibell

] 2 k y : & 7 /
*Signature: C,d/ J21% %l N h [(,Q' Print: [AQQ\( S 5?— L]
*By signing this, | authorize this document to be submitted as testimony to the NYC Districting

Commission.
Address: [JJVW._132nd Street, 8M

New York, NY 10037
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DeCillis, Michael

From: on behalf of Carole Goldman-
Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:45 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mrs. Carole Goldman

l E 79th St New York, ||| G



From: Carolyn Pereir

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 2:58 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's
Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here
knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th
Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines
proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter
than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you support
the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address
the unique needs of our community. Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022. Sincerely, <> <
>




From: kpnynet

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 3:14 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Catherine Pormann
-w 43 st

New York, ny 10036



From: Charles Whitman_>

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 6:32 PM

To: Public Testimony

Cc: Community Board 8 Manhattan

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Including parts of the UES in a new UES/ Queens City Council District

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

To The New York City Redistricting Commission:

| have lived on the UES for over 50 years and raised our two daughters here. Over those years | have seen our
community and grow and change. The City Council Members who were elected by UES and Roosevelt Island allowed us
to concentrate our energy in insuring the needs of our community were met despite efforts by various interest groups to
pressure through changes which would dilute our sense of community and affect our quality of life.

| have been involved in the East River Esplanade, the restoration of the John Jay Park, projects which | doubt would have
received the same attention for a park’s starved UES, if the Council District priorities would have to be worked out with a
equal sized Queens community. Both communities have legitimate interests but priorities of each community will differ
and dilute our ability to get things done.

Congestion pricing is more of a concern to UES, whose neighborhoods are on the front lines. The push to build higher,
and add density in one of the densest neighborhoods with an already stressed public transportation system, is likely to
be a more urgent concern in the UES than in the area of Queens that would be included.

The issue of dealing with the new alternative means of transportation is a two edged sword. It allows ease of moving
around, but is lightly regulated and presents a threat to pedestrians that is not adequately recognized. Our large senior
population and the volume and variety of means of transportation used on the UES makes this an urgent problem here. |
doubt the importance and urgency of it would be shared by our Queens neighbors.

Our Queens neighbors and our UES side community both have legitimate concerns. Neither would be well served by
having a district where the city council member would have to juggle between the priorities of both communities. Both
communities should be kept intact in their existing districts were they have a better chance of having their views heard
and concerns addressed.

Respectfully,

Charles Whitman



From: Christine Cirker

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:33 PM
To: Public Testimony

Cc: Christine Cirker

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | have been a Hell's Kitchen resident for 35
years and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that
Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets.

Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. It is a community that cares
for each other. Our representatives know that and are responsive to the growing needs of our neighborhood. If you
SPLIT that up, you weaken our community’s ability to effect any changes we need as we continue to grow. Three
districts having a “piece” of us will break up what we have built. It that your political goal?

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Council 6

Unity Map

Council 3
Council 4

-
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Sincerely,

Christine & Jason Cirker
Il W 23 street

New York, NY 10036



From: Claudine Jellison

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:06 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen supports the Unity Map

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Everyone who lives in Hell’s Kitchen knows that our community runs west of Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River
between West 34th Street and West 59th Street.

The first mention of Hell's Kitchen in print dates back to the 1880s. But even today, tourist guides use these same
boundaries to refer to Hell's Kitchen.

The 2013 City Council map included most of the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood in City Council District 3, which allowed us
to be represented by a single City Council member.

We are an incredibly diverse neighborhood. The 2020 Census shows that the Hispanic, Asian-American, Black and multi-
racial communities now make up the majority of the population in Hell's Kitchen. But the City's preliminary map would
split us up into three different majority white City Council districts, diluting the political voice of Hispanic, Black and
Asian communities in Hell's Kitchen.

Hell's Kitchen, with a population of 74,621 people, is the largest neighborhood in the current City Council District-3,
followed by Chelsea, with 63,039 individuals. Together, these two neighborhoods make up more than two-thirds of the
current CD-3. They are also the most diverse neighborhoods in CD-3.

The Districting Commission's preliminary map keeps ALL of Chelsea in CD-3 but splits up Hell's Kitchen into three large
chunks with two of those parts attached to two other majority-white City Council districts.

As a result of splitting up Hell's Kitchen in this way, the representation of Hispanic and Black populations in both Hell's
Kitchen and Chelsea and of the larger Asian population in Hell's Kitchen are significantly diluted.

Currently, according to the 2020 Census, Hispanics make up 18.2 % of both Chelsea and Hell's Kitchen, Asians make up
21.4 % of Hell's Kitchen and 13.0 % of Chelsea, Blacks make up 7.5 % of Hell's Kitchen and 6.6 % of Chelsea, whites make
up 48.1 % of Hell's Kitchen and 57.5% of Chelsea.

Meanwhile the Commission's preliminary map would DECREASE the representation of Hispanics, Asians and Blacks in
the proposed City Council district 3 while INCREASING the proportion of whites in comparison to both the CURRENT City
Council generally and Hell's Kitchen and Chelsea in particular.

That is why we support the Unity map, which preserves our neighborhood's diversity and keeps Hell's Kitchen whole.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3:
https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022

On a personal note. | have lived in Hell's Kitchen for over 30 years. My son grew up here. Coincidently mother, the
daughter of poor immigrants, was born and baptized here. Hell's Kitchen has a history and identity as a unified but

incredibly diverse community--a working class community, a theater community, an arts community. People take care of
1



each other here, schools, parks, buildings, shops. To politically separate out this district goes against the grain.
Thank you,
Claudine Cassan Jellison

[l West 43rd Street Apt 28A
NY Ny 10036



From: david blaut

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 2:54 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] No to redistricting for Hells Kitchen

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

I have lived in Hells Kitchen for over 11 years now and what you are trying to do is break the neighborhood up for no
reason that will not benefit the community. You don't change state, county or town lines, so what is the goal you are
looking to accomplish? Keep Hells Kitchen as it is and stop trying to bring negative politics to the community. We have
enough other problems to worry about and this is one that easily be fixed to keep the community as is and make the
residents happy.

Thank you,

David Blaut

[l West 47th st Apt 1D
New York, NY 10036

Get Outlook for iOS



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 5:57 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mr. David Fortunoff

[ & 69th st Apt 10D New York, NY 10021-5556 || G



From: DAVID GOLDEN
Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:26 AM
To: Public Testimony

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

We are not part of Queens. We are Manhattan residents so we should be part of a district that has only Manhattan
residents. We are very very different.

David Golden

Sent from my iPad



A Not-for-Profit Corporation

east sixties neighborhood association, inc.

P.O Box 1855

New York, NY 10021-0048

Tel 212-713-5826  info@esna-nyc.com * www.esna-nyc.com

August 5, 2022

To: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission

VIA EMAIL TO: PublicTestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov

MAIL TO: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission, 253 Broadway-4" FI, NYC 10007

RE: Redistricting a portion of NYC Council Manhattan District 5 to Queens District 26

Dear Commissioner Walcott,

| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan
Council District 5 which include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt
Island not be adopted for the following reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria outlined in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d)
and (e) and Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:
neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
the proposed district is not compact,
the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected
neighborhoods. Notably, will a Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the
needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8 and
Roosevelt Island? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional Manhattan
Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards?
What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of
Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on
important matters of public policy including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will
a Queens Council Member adopt?



A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous
medical and research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions
directly impacted by the proposed new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan
Kettering Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Schwarzman Animal Medical Center,
Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How
effective will a Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Community District 8 ranks 47" out of 59 Districts with the least amount of public park space.
This plan would remove 24 Sycamores Park, most of Honey Locust Park , most of the East River
Esplanade, and all of Andrew Haswell Green Park (AHG). AHG Phase 3 of the park will likely cost 25
million dollars to complete. Will a Council Member in CD26 spend that kind of money for an area that
represents only 27% of the residents/voters in her/his District? Not to mention that the parks that move
to CD#26 Queens will have a different Borough Commissioner from the sections that remain in CD5.

Third and finally, this oddly shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely
impact the provision of municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s
residents. We refer you to the resolution passed by Community Board 8 disapproving the redistricting
commission’s map and refer you to the map proposed by Community Board 8’s resolution, which would
result in District 4 having a population of 177,446 and District 5 a population of 177,176 etc.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not
adopt the proposed districts referenced above.

| thank you in advance for your consideration,

Yours truly,

NAME ADDRESS Zip Code

“Celebrating the Spirit of Neighborhood”



From: Deborah White

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 2:31 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen
resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who
lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River,
between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that
became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and
result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you support the Unity Map to preserve our
diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address the
unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Deborah White
-West 43rd Street Apt 5N
New York, NY 10036



From: Dennis Barbosa

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 3:45 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident who was born
here 36 years ago and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here
knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th
Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3,4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Celab7f6acf134b8c24fe08da82e48469%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637966215251500824%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
CawLjAwWMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=9nb3Y6KfwxT4ys
AaF25330rddPxsqlPzZHNNyPQHmMxP0%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,
Dennis Barbosa
- west 43rd street

Sent from my iPhone



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 3:40 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

| strongly oppose dividing Hell's Kitchen Into 3 parts each represented by a different council member! It will lead to
racial and financial disparities for voters and weaken our represention. Hell's Kitchen is a total community that needs to
be kept together, dividing it up makes no sense.

Thank you. Diane Burgrave Manhattan Plaza. . West
43rd St. Apt 5B. New York,NY 10036

Sent from the all new AOL app for Android




From: Donna Kennedy

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:51 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to Proposed UES Council Districts

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the

sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Having lived on the Upper Eastside for the past thirty years, and being a homeowner for the past nine, | strongly oppose
the proposed alteration of my council district and see absolutely no reason as to why this is being done.
| am a resident of Manhattan, who pays Manhattan property taxes, votes in every primary and election, and | do not
support this measure in anyway and | will be extremely upset if my district is changed.
Donna Kennedy
East 79" Street
Apt. 171
NY, NY 10075



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 5:48 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Eleanor Abraham

l E 52nd St New York, NY 10022-6324



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 12:01 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen supports the Unity Map

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Everyone who lives in Hell’s Kitchen knows that our community runs west of Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River
between West 34th Street and West 59th Street.

The first mention of Hell's Kitchen in print dates back to the 1880s. But even today, tourist guides use these same
boundaries to refer to Hell's Kitchen.

The 2013 City Council map included most of the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood in City Council District 3, which allowed us
to be represented by a single City Council member.

We are an incredibly diverse neighborhood. The 2020 Census shows that the Hispanic, Asian-American, Black and multi-
racial communities now make up the majority of the population in Hell's Kitchen. But the City's preliminary map would
split us up into three different majority white City Council districts, diluting the political voice of Hispanic, Black and
Asian communities in Hell's Kitchen.

Hell's Kitchen, with a population of 74,621 people, is the largest neighborhood in the current City Council District-3,
followed by Chelsea, with 63,039 individuals. Together, these two neighborhoods make up more than two-thirds of the
current CD-3. They are also the most diverse neighborhoods in CD-3.

The Districting Commission's preliminary map keeps ALL of Chelsea in CD-3 but splits up Hell's Kitchen into three large
chunks with two of those parts attached to two other majority-white City Council districts.

As a result of splitting up Hell's Kitchen in this way, the representation of Hispanic and Black populations in both Hell's
Kitchen and Chelsea and of the larger Asian population in Hell's Kitchen are significantly diluted.

Currently, according to the 2020 Census, Hispanics make up 18.2 % of both Chelsea and Hell's Kitchen, Asians make up
21.4 % of Hell's Kitchen and 13.0 % of Chelsea, Blacks make up 7.5 % of Hell's Kitchen and 6.6 % of Chelsea, whites make
up 48.1 % of Hell's Kitchen and 57.5% of Chelsea.

Meanwhile the Commission's preliminary map would DECREASE the representation of Hispanics, Asians and Blacks in
the proposed City Council district 3 while INCREASING the proportion of whites in comparison to both the CURRENT City
Council generally and Hell's Kitchen and Chelsea in particular.

That is why we support the Unity map, which preserves our neighborhood's diversity and keeps Hell's Kitchen whole.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3:
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C46b456924ab94f7dabd608da82c54¢3c%7C
35c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637966081174416803%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWiIjoi



MCAwLjAwMDAILCIQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMNn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=8vak%2FmTkV
VypQQ6ConYJ1KLd9Tdq%2BT8jCoYdCusY02E%3D&amp;reserved=0

Thank you,

<< Emanuela Villorini >>
<JJJ] West 48th street #4W, NYC 10036 >>

Sent from my iPhone



From: Florin Cimpean

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 10:30 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Cfcf210021e66489bf84508da82b87122%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637966025950018583%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
CawLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=xxBzFSjfVeP31fzt
1Ku1t5ywQnI9hDfFDmMLEXzf)JsLk%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Florin Cimpean
- W 43rd street
NY 10036



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 7:55 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mrs. Frances Qualter

Il c £nd Ave Apt 8C New York, NY 10128-7890 ||



Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 12:58 PM
To: Public Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen supports the Unity Map

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Everyone who lives in Hell’s Kitchen knows that our community runs west of Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River
between West 34th Street and West 59th Street.

The first mention of Hell's Kitchen in print dates back to the 1880s. But even today, tourist guides use these same
boundaries to refer to Hell's Kitchen.

The 2013 City Council map included most of the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood in City Council District 3, which allowed us
to be represented by a single City Council member.

We are an incredibly diverse neighborhood. The 2020 Census shows that the Hispanic, Asian-American, Black and multi-
racial communities now make up the majority of the population in Hell's Kitchen. But the City's preliminary map would
split us up into three different majority white City Council districts, diluting the political voice of Hispanic, Black and
Asian communities in Hell's Kitchen.

Hell's Kitchen, with a population of 74,621 people, is the largest neighborhood in the current City Council District-3,
followed by Chelsea, with 63,039 individuals. Together, these two neighborhoods make up more than two-thirds of the
current CD-3. They are also the most diverse neighborhoods in CD-3.

The Districting Commission's preliminary map keeps ALL of Chelsea in CD-3 but splits up Hell's Kitchen into three large
chunks with two of those parts attached to two other majority-white City Council districts.

As a result of splitting up Hell's Kitchen in this way, the representation of Hispanic and Black populations in both Hell's
Kitchen and Chelsea and of the larger Asian population in Hell's Kitchen are significantly diluted.

Currently, according to the 2020 Census, Hispanics make up 18.2 % of both Chelsea and Hell's Kitchen, Asians make up
21.4 % of Hell's Kitchen and 13.0 % of Chelsea, Blacks make up 7.5 % of Hell's Kitchen and 6.6 % of Chelsea, whites make
up 48.1 % of Hell's Kitchen and 57.5% of Chelsea.

Meanwhile the Commission's preliminary map would DECREASE the representation of Hispanics, Asians and Blacks in
the proposed City Council district 3 while INCREASING the proportion of whites in comparison to both the CURRENT City
Council generally and Hell's Kitchen and Chelsea in particular.

That is why we support the Unity map, which preserves our neighborhood's diversity and keeps Hell's Kitchen whole.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3:
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Cd6c7444ac3e047ed069908da82cd3414%7C
35c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637966115132428765%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWiIjoi



MCAwLjAwMDAILCIQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMNn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=Wr9Mh6MaG7
EwytD2uDDbiA3gCMBRITRCLK%2BUD2g%2F7UQ%3D&amp;reserved=0

Thank you,

Freddy Perez

-West 28th Street Apt 5B
New York, NY 10001

Sent from my iPhone



From: Lee, Gail

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 2:04 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Ms. Gail Lee
[l West 55 st. Apt 4N, NYC 10019



From: Giuseppe Pica

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 10:10 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to Proposed UES Council Districts

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Having lived on the Upper Eastside for the past thirty years, and being a homeowner for the past nine, | strongly oppose
the proposed alteration of my council district and see absolutely no reason as to why this is being done.
| am a resident of Manhattan, who pays Manhattan property taxes, votes in every primary and election, and | do not
support this measure in anyway and | will be extremely upset if my district is changed.
Giuseppe Pica
East 79" Street
Apt. 17A
NY, NY 10075



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 3:14 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. I’ve been a resident here since 1987 and can’t imagine
living anywhere else in Manhattan. It (mostly) remains a wonderful & diverse place to live. PLEASE DO NOT SPLIT UP
OUR HELL’'S KITCHEN COMMUNITY!!!

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3,4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

G. M. Tucci

I west 43 st.

Manhattan Plaza

New York, NY 10036-6339
Sent from Mail for Windows



From: Hedy Hauptman

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 11:17 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Hedy Hauptman
Il W 12th st

New York, NY 10011



From: Jehudith Cohen

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:56 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. We are Hell's Kitchen resident who do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts.

Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West
34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.
The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are.

We think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and, therefore, ask that you support the Unity Map to preserve
our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address the unique needs of our
community.
Sincerely,
Hyman & Jehudith Cohen

West 56th Street
New York, NY 10019

Link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926 ?event=nyc2022.



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 3:53 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C8e3feb0c57dd4335e7c¢508da82e5b1eb%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637966220296973346%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MC4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2luMzIiLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=mx0yozL8ORYK
IAQHLUhc5HNW5%2Bzcoj5usp4lbxmGhjE%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,
Ilyssa C. Guerra
Manhattan Plaza. West 43rd Street Resident



From: Irina Babushkina

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 7:47 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Sutton Place redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Walcott,

As a resident of 16 Sutton Place, | write to ask that you DO NOT ADOPT the preliminary district
lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which include
portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side and all of Roosevelt Island for the following reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e)
and Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

¢ neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

¢ the proposed district is not compact,

¢ the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and

¢ the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods,
notably splitting the Sutton Place community of interest between multiple districts and combining
representation for a portion of our Manhattan community with Queens. Will a Queens Council Member
have a district office in Manhattan to represent and serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage
of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation
to two or more additional Manhattan Community Boards or hold full membership on multiple Borough
Boards? What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a
matter of Participatory Budgeting, creating significant disparities among neighbors who share the parks
and access to the new Greenway from Sutton Place? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly
different positions on important matters of public policy including, but not limited to, congestion pricing.
Will the interests of Manhattan residents be served by a Council Member who serves a majority of
constituents in Queens?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and
research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions directly
impacted by the proposed new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan
elected officials have years of experience in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with
surrounding residential areas. How effective will a Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the
provision of municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.
In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the
proposed districts referenced above. Keep the Sutton Area neighborhood intact and with representation in
Manhattan! If a redistricting is necessary, | would suggest and support the proposed district lines set out
in the Community Board 6 Resolution of August 10 as an alternative. Thank you in advance for your
consideration.

Sutton Place Resident:

Irina Babushkina



From: James Melo

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:32 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] against redistricting in the Upper East Side

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Hello, | want to voice my opposition to the proposed redistricting of Manhattan District 5 to become
part of Queens District 26. This seems to be an egregiously wrong idea. Why slice part of a
Manhattan neighborhood and incorporate it into a Queens neighborhood. | don't know what is the
rationale, but it seems to me that the proposed redistricting is wrong.

James Melo
East 79th Street
NYC, 10075



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 6:05 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

. the proposed district is not compact,
. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Jane Foss

. 2nd Ave New York, NY 10128-3612



From: Jan Horvath

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 2:31 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. I am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split
among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th
and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines proposed by the Commission
split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they currently are. I think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act
of 1965. For this reason, I ask that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to
address the unique needs of our community. Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Jan Horvath
W 43rd St. #21C
, NY 10036



From: jasper mcgruder

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 3:15 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming less diverse. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you support
the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address
the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Jasper Mcgruder
-w 43rd street 18B
New York, New York 10036



From: Jeffrey Jenssen

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 6:01 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,<BR><BR>Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map.lam a
Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives
here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West
59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. <BR><BR>The
district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3,4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community. <BR><BR>Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.<BR><BR>Sincerely,<BR><<NAME>><BR><<ADDRESS>>

Jeff Jenssen
-W 43rd street 37B
NY NY 10936

Sent from my iPhone so please excuse any and all t¥pOgr@phical errors. :)



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 11:00 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mrs. Jesica LIPPMAN

l E 69th St New York, NY 10021-5414



From: Joan Shangold

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 4:02 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,
Thank you for your hard (and important) work on redrawing the City Council district map.

I have lived in Hell’'s Kitchen for over 40 years and do not wish to see our community split among three different
districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River,
between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority
over the last decade. Our representation would be weakened because we will become a small, inconsequential part
of three different City Council districts, represented by three different City Council Members. That is abhorrent! | also
think this may be a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. The district lines proposed by the Commission split
up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they currently are. Even
though | am "white", | see NO good reason to weaken our representation!

For this reason, | ask that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3:

https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Joan Shangold
West 43rd St
pt 7H
New York, NY 10036-6336



From: Joey Baruch

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 10:14 PM

To: Public Testimon

Cc:

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to Redistricting Roosevelt Island

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

To Members of the Redistricting Commission:

| strongly oppose the redistricting lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5, which
includes Roosevelt Island, for the following reason(s):

The proposed change is a direct violation of City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52 (2), resulting in:

Neighborhoods and communities of interest not being kept intact.

The proposed district is not compact as instructed.

The proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, crossing a borough boundary.

The proposed district is very oddly shaped.

In addition, the Queens member would need to send representatives to 2 Manhattan Community Boards and hold
membership in 2 Borough Boards. Queens and Manhattan residents may differ on public policy issues such as
congestion pricing. Manhattan residents in the Queens district would be at a disadvantage in participatory budgeting.

Loss of representation in District 5, where the tramway is rooted, puts operation of this vital link in jeopardy.
| hope this nonsense can be stopped.
Best,

Joey Baruch
[l Viain St #3N, New York, NY 10044



From: John Alban Coughlan

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 3:50 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

John Coughlan

- West 43 Street, #4L
New York, New York 10036



From: KENNETH BOYS

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 3:08 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C2cd072ad194147c6ea4908da82df62f5%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637966193226305130%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
CawLjAwWMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=TQKpPQkI1YiEnZ
VievGRSwJKkdsLdewXrt65Giwu3t8%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,
Kenneth Boys
B wasst
NY, NY 10036



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:19 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mr. Kevin Williams

l E 79th St New York, NY 10075-1451



From: Krystin MacRitchie

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 11:45 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Krystin MacRitchie
[l w.57thst.
New York, NY 10019



From: Leah Rosenbaum

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 7:01 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] UES Re-Zoning

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

| reside in Lenox Hill and | strongly oppose the proposed re-zoning of the UES districts. To divide neighborhoods and
local interests into 3 groups, lumping some folks with people in another borough makes no sense. Do not make this
change.

Sincerely,

Leah Rosenbaum

To err is human, to have typos or auto-incorrects is to be iLeah. Please excuse her.



From: Lenore Dekoven

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:16 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Cfafeb98e22044488e6e708da8312ab26%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637966413464837866%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
CawLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=CLv01gvSyl2eS%
2BF3U5cgznojbjDgxhSOUdUNPGAYYB4%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

<Lenore DeKoven
<Hell’s Kitchen resident
>

Sent from my iPhone



From: Linda McNicholas

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 10:28 PM

To: Public Testimony

Cc: NYC Redistricting

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: OPPOSE — SUTTON TO QUEENS DISTRICT ...

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Emails are bouncing back undeliverable ...

From: Linda McNicholas

Date: August 20, 2022 at 10:20:37 PM EDT

To: PublicTestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov

Subject: OPPOSE — SUTTON TO QUEENS DISTRICT ...

| whole heartedly oppose. What do Queens representatives know about our enclaves, needs, beliefs,
concerns?

Who came up with the idea of cross-districting boroughs?

Would someone in Suffolk want Nassau representing them. Westchester, Rockland. Counties vs
districts, but you get the idea.

It's preposterous.
NO NO NO NO NO !
Resident

s
NYC 10022



From: Lisa Polakov

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 12:45 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen supports the Unity Map

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Everyone who lives in Hell’s Kitchen knows that our community runs west of Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River
between West 34th Street and West 59th Street.

The first mention of Hell's Kitchen in print dates back to the 1880s. But even today, tourist guides use these same
boundaries to refer to Hell's Kitchen.

The 2013 City Council map included most of the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood in City Council District 3, which allowed us
to be represented by a single City Council member.

We are an incredibly diverse neighborhood. The 2020 Census shows that the Hispanic, Asian-American, Black and multi-
racial communities now make up the majority of the population in Hell's Kitchen. But the City's preliminary map would
split us up into three different majority white City Council districts, diluting the political voice of Hispanic, Black and
Asian communities in Hell's Kitchen.

Hell's Kitchen, with a population of 74,621 people, is the largest neighborhood in the current City Council District-3,
followed by Chelsea, with 63,039 individuals. Together, these two neighborhoods make up more than two-thirds of the
current CD-3. They are also the most diverse neighborhoods in CD-3.

The Districting Commission's preliminary map keeps ALL of Chelsea in CD-3 but splits up Hell's Kitchen into three large
chunks with two of those parts attached to two other majority-white City Council districts.

As a result of splitting up Hell's Kitchen in this way, the representation of Hispanic and Black populations in both Hell's
Kitchen and Chelsea and of the larger Asian population in Hell's Kitchen are significantly diluted.

Currently, according to the 2020 Census, Hispanics make up 18.2 % of both Chelsea and Hell's Kitchen, Asians make up
21.4 % of Hell's Kitchen and 13.0 % of Chelsea, Blacks make up 7.5 % of Hell's Kitchen and 6.6 % of Chelsea, whites make
up 48.1 % of Hell's Kitchen and 57.5% of Chelsea.

Meanwhile the Commission's preliminary map would DECREASE the representation of Hispanics, Asians and Blacks in
the proposed City Council district 3 while INCREASING the proportion of whites in comparison to both the CURRENT City
Council generally and Hell's Kitchen and Chelsea in particular.

That is why we support the Unity map, which preserves our neighborhood's diversity and keeps Hell's Kitchen whole.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3:
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Cc2927ad2335349¢cd911308da82cb506f%7C
35c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637966107001734110%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWiIjoi



MCAwLjAwMDAILCIQljoiV2IuMzliLCJBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6MNn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=pcQ1BFUKhK2
G7MtTdPAWhEQ%2FjbxWWWFClaAel7Rc7yw%3D&amp;reserved=0

Thank you,
Lisa Polakov

Il . 23rd st. Apt. 40T
New York, NY 10036

Sent from my iPhone



From: Lonnie Poupard Jr

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 1:06 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen supports the Unity Map

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Hi there,

Everyone who lives in Hell’s Kitchen knows that our community runs west of Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River
between West 34th Street and West 59th Street.

The first mention of Hell's Kitchen in print dates back to the 1880s. But even today, tourist guides use these same
boundaries to refer to Hell's Kitchen.

The 2013 City Council map included most of the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood in City Council District 3, which allowed us
to be represented by a single City Council member.

We are an incredibly diverse neighborhood. The 2020 Census shows that the Hispanic, Asian-American, Black and multi-
racial communities now make up the majority of the population in Hell's Kitchen. But the City's preliminary map would
split us up into three different majority white City Council districts, diluting the political voice of Hispanic, Black and
Asian communities in Hell's Kitchen.

Hell's Kitchen, with a population of 74,621 people, is the largest neighborhood in the current City Council District-3,
followed by Chelsea, with 63,039 individuals. Together, these two neighborhoods make up more than two-thirds of the
current CD-3. They are also the most diverse neighborhoods in CD-3.

The Districting Commission's preliminary map keeps ALL of Chelsea in CD-3 but splits up Hell's Kitchen into three large
chunks with two of those parts attached to two other majority-white City Council districts.

As a result of splitting up Hell's Kitchen in this way, the representation of Hispanic and Black populations in both Hell's
Kitchen and Chelsea and of the larger Asian population in Hell's Kitchen are significantly diluted.

Currently, according to the 2020 Census, Hispanics make up 18.2 % of both Chelsea and Hell's Kitchen, Asians make up
21.4 % of Hell's Kitchen and 13.0 % of Chelsea, Blacks make up 7.5 % of Hell's Kitchen and 6.6 % of Chelsea, whites make
up 48.1 % of Hell's Kitchen and 57.5% of Chelsea.

Meanwhile the Commission's preliminary map would DECREASE the representation of Hispanics, Asians and Blacks in
the proposed City Council district 3 while INCREASING the proportion of whites in comparison to both the CURRENT City
Council generally and Hell's Kitchen and Chelsea in particular.

That is why we support the Unity map, which preserves our neighborhood's diversity and keeps Hell's Kitchen whole.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3:
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C640bbee5822b423a6c8108da82ce3d1e%7C

1



35c¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637966119568226067%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWiIjoi
MCAwLjAwMDAILCIQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMNn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=%2FXCZsH%2B
9ijOEbwpuSF3Ue4Kzy559pznleWLS9E630%2Fw%3D&amp;reserved=0

Thank you,
Lonnie Poupard

. 30th staH
New York, NY 10018



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 6:04 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Louise Schain

[ & s6th st Apt 14A New York, Ny 10065-6277 |G



WRITTEN TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED PLAN #1 REDISTRICTING
THE UPPER EAST SIDE

I have been a resident of the Upper East Side, in the same building on E 72" Street
and First Avenue, for close to 40 years, and I am proud of our neighborhood and the
sense of community I share with my neighbors. We are a cohesive population with
shared interests and concerns. We clearly identify as Upper East Siders and
Manhattanites, and this egregious proposed plan is an assault to that sense of identity
and community.

To note, the proposed plan to splinter off the far East Side is a gross violation of four
of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (¢) (d) and (e) and Section 52

Q).

The violation of those criteria results in districts where:
e neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
e the proposed district is not compact,
e the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
e the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

The proposal plan would segregate Upper East Siders in affected areas from their
neighbors, and severely disenfranchise them. The splinter area will not receive the
attention and interest of officials they did not elect and by being split from their
longtime community by this arbitrary demarcation, would be at a severe disadvantage
in representation, attention, discretionary funding, and voting influence.

Additionally, the splinter area has elementary schools and the leading hospitals
serving the other Manhattan residents, so they too would be disenfranchised from
representation of their best interests.

I strongly disagree with the proposed plan #1 and ask the Commission to hear the
growing public dissatisfaction with this plan. Please adopt the proposed map
submitted by Community Board 8 where the Upper East Side remains intact and the
natural water boundaries of the East River serve as district border lines.

It is imperative that the Upper East Side remain intact. Additionally, Roosevelt
Island is part of Manhattan, but if the population numbers require a shift, it would
make sense to adhere to the water boundary of the East River, with Roosevelt Island
shifting to Council District 26.

Thank you for your consideration of this written testimony.

Lydia Canizares
‘ East 72" Street, Apt C2500, New York, NY 10021



From: marcia haufrecht

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 12:45 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen supports the Unity Map

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

My name is Marcia Haufrecht, live at 484 west 43st. | have been in residence here since 1982 and am also a member of
the entertainment industry which is a part of Hell’s Kitchen.

Everyone who lives in Hell’s Kitchen knows that our community runs west of Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River
between West 34th Street and West 59th Street. <BR> <BR>The first mention of Hell's Kitchen in print dates back to the
1880s. But even today, tourist guides use these same boundaries to refer to Hell's Kitchen. <BR> <BR>The 2013 City
Council map included most of the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood in City Council District 3, which allowed us to be
represented by a single City Council member. <BR> <BR>We are an incredibly diverse neighborhood. The 2020 Census
shows that the Hispanic, Asian-American, Black and multi-racial communities now make up the majority of the
population in Hell's Kitchen. But the City's preliminary map would split us up into three different majority white City
Council districts, diluting the political voice of Hispanic, Black and Asian communities in Hell's Kitchen. <BR> <BR>Hell's
Kitchen, with a population of 74,621 people, is the largest neighborhood in the current City Council District-3, followed
by Chelsea, with 63,039 individuals. Together, these two neighborhoods make up more than two-thirds of the current
CD-3. They are also the most diverse neighborhoods in CD-3. <BR> <BR>The Districting Commission's preliminary map
keeps ALL of Chelsea in CD-3 but splits up Hell's Kitchen into three large chunks with two of those parts attached to two
other majority-white City Council districts. <BR> <BR>As a result of splitting up Hell's Kitchen in this way, the
representation of Hispanic and Black populations in both Hell's Kitchen and Chelsea and of the larger Asian population in
Hell's Kitchen are significantly diluted. <BR> <BR>Currently, according to the 2020 Census, Hispanics make up 18.2 % of
both Chelsea and Hell's Kitchen, Asians make up 21.4 % of Hell's Kitchen and 13.0 % of Chelsea, Blacks make up 7.5 % of
Hell's Kitchen and 6.6 % of Chelsea, whites make up 48.1 % of Hell's Kitchen and 57.5% of Chelsea. <BR> <BR>Meanwhile
the Commission's preliminary map would DECREASE the representation of Hispanics, Asians and Blacks in the proposed
City Council district 3 while INCREASING the proportion of whites in comparison to both the CURRENT City Council
generally and Hell's Kitchen and Chelsea in particular. <BR> <BR>That is why we support the Unity map, which preserves
our neighborhood's diversity and keeps Hell's Kitchen whole.

Please save our neighborhood

Thank you

Marcia Haufrecht

Sent from my iPhone
marcia haufrecht



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:08 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mrs. Mariel Stepniewski

l E 79th St New York, NY 10075-1451



From: Marlyn Buehler <

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 10:43 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C3f460689207c4fbfb46e08da831ed235%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637966467001603573%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
CawLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=fLMBZx%2FVQyv
Y9woCNGvDvNns%2BnuafXVjvrNdTPUZotrQ%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,
Marlyn Buehler
. 43rd st.
NYC 10036



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 11:07 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mr. Martin Bender

[l c 79th st Apt 17C New York, Ny 10075-1463 Hi G



From: Michael Desimone

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 6:00 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,<BR><BR>Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a
Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives
here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West
59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. <BR><BR>The
district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3,4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community. <BR><BR>Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Cf0717d270f374955439b08da82f7742a%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637966296571940629%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
C4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil61k1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=8TCPMay6ybPyx
esyWBekOV2YkBkSZkD%2BQrIQCVOFfDU%3D&amp;reserved=0.<BR><BR>Sincerely,<BR><<NAME>><BR><<ADDRESS>

Mike DeSimone
. W 43rd St 37B
NY NY 10036

Sent from my iPhone so please excuse any and all t¥pOgr@phical errors. :)



From: Michael Fischetti

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 4:30 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's
Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows
that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets.
Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines proposed by
the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they
currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you support the Unity
Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address the unique
needs of our community. Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.
Sincerely, <<NAME>> <<ADDRESS>>

Michael Fischetti



From: Michael Hull

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 3:20 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony: do not split up Hell's Kitchen
Attachments: Unity Map.jpeg

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

| am writing to urge you NOT to split the Hell's Kitchen Neighborhood into 3 different City Council Districts.

| consider Hell's Kitchen to be one of New York City's most iconic neighborhoods, and | have had the pleasure of living
here for 11 years, at two different addresses. During this time, | have seen the neighborhood thrive and welcome tons of
visitors. I've also seen it struggle through a pandemic and fight to bounce back. | have made countless friends who live
all over Hell's Kitchen, and have spent time getting to know them, why they've moved here, and how they feel about the
state or our neighborhood. Two things are clear:

1- Hell's Kitchen is ONE community.

2- That community is vibrant, diverse, and has specific and unique needs that MUST be met to keep our community safe.

Splitting Hell's Kitchen into 3 different city council districts would dilute our representation as there would be no one
City Council member to speak on behalf of this unique community. Instead, redistricting Hell's Kitchen would take a
minority-heavy neighborhood, and scatter those voices into three other districts, essentially silencing hundreds of
already-marginalized people.

Instead- | URGE you to utilize the unity map (attached to this email).

Thank you for your time,
Michael Hull

Michael Hull (he/him)




From: Michael Malbin

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 7:39 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three districts. We are a single "community of interest" in the classic language of
redistricting.

Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West
34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.
The community deserves to be represented as one, not split into small slivers of other districts. We need to

The district lines proposed by the Commission would split this majority-minority community and result in districts 3, 4 &
6 becoming whiter than they currently are. This is a violation of the Voting Rights Act. | ask that you support the Unity
Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address the unique
needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

This is what we need.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Michael J. Malbin
. 55th st. (Apt. 78)
New York, NY 10019



From: Michael Pavese

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 7:34 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and have been

for almost 25 years and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here
knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th

Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3,4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C899db99b9d2c4a481b6808da8304b344%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637966354798418834%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MC4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzIiLCJBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=5y0PEbaQGzIX
ullY%2But)JdL26wWEE%2BI7A1co61cE5IABk%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Michael Pavese

[l West 43rd st, 16G
NYC, NY 10036

Sent from my iPhone



From: Mitch Weiss

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 2:33 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

If it ain't broke, don't fix it. Hell's Kitchen is a West Side community, an entity, a neighborhood. Plain and simple, my
neighbors and | reject any proposal that doesn't IMPROVE our community.

| have yet to hear a positive reason for this change in districting. Leave us alone. Leave Hell's Kitchen alone.

Sincerely,

Mitchell Weiss

Stanley Harrison

. West 43 Street #28Q NYC 10036



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 2:34 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Dr. mozhgan kermanshahchi

I & 75th st Apt 1F New York, Ny 10075-1407 |



From: Nancy Holland

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:57 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Ca904317d428d4fb6167808da82b3edfa%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637966007183642049%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MC4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCJBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=T5AhhpzDRP5q
9%2B712Df2CXwT625FD51abROHYQ4Piac%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,
Nancy Holland
- West 55th Street 10019



. 0000090909099

From: Nancy Small

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 12:40 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please leave Manhattan in Manhattan. The world is already screwed up... don't make it
worse.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Sent from my iPhone



From: Neil

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 3:46 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Gerrymandering a Community Out of Existence

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Hell's Kitchen, one of the oldest, most well known, and most cohesive neighborhoods in this City is
here threatened with being chopped into three, thereby crippling its ability to defend its interests
as a distinct community.

This threat seems to stem from the notion that convenience for bureaucrats and advantage for
politicians trumps common sense, and the norms of representative democracy. The "Unity Map” @
https://districtr.org/plan/138591 takes a different approach, one that stems from the notion that
there is value in community.

Following the recent, expensive, antidemocratic debacle at the State level, this is another nasty
reminder of the corrosive effects of gerrymandering at every level of government in this country.

Yours truly, Neil Bleifeld / - W 48th St / NYC 10036



. 0000909090999

From: Nick loriatti

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 1:19 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it’s imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,
Nick loriatti
W 12th St
New York, NY 10011



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 1:13 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Nicole Green Manasse

l E 79th St New York, NY 10075-1451



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 11:41 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mrs. Odile PASSIN

[ & 75th st Apt 17€ New York, Ny 10075-1463 J GG



From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 10:29 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
How dare you attempt to grab power in such a despicable manner! You should be ashamed.

This is what crooked politicians have been doing all over the country: creating crooked lines through American
neighborhoods to achieve crooked results.

| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following
reasons:

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
o the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,



Sincerely,
Mr. Patrick Manasse

l E 79th St New York, NY 10075-1451



From: PJ Kaplan

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 8:35 PM

To: Public Testimon

Cc:

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to Redistricting Roosevelt Island

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

To Members of the Redistricting Commission:

| have lived on Roosevelt Island my entire life. My grandparents, uncle and aunt, cousins, and even a great grandmother
have lived on Roosevelt Island.

| strongly oppose the redistricting lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5, which
includes Roosevelt Island, for the following reason(s):

The proposed change is a direct violation of City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52 (2), resulting in:
Neighborhoods and communities of interest not being kept intact.

Loss of representation in District 5, where the tramway is rooted, puts operation of this vital link in jeopardy.

Peter Kaplan

Il Main st Apt 1202
New York, NY 10044



From: grayre

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 7:06 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.
Sincerely,

Rene Garcia

- West 43rd Street

Apt 35P
New York, NY 10036

Sent from my iPhone



DeCillis, Michael

From: Robert Haufrecht

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 12:15 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen supports the Unity Map

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Everyone who lives in Hell’s Kitchen knows that our community runs west of Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River
between West 34th Street and West 59th Street.

The first mention of Hell's Kitchen in print dates back to the 1880s. But even today, tourist guides use these same
boundaries to refer to Hell's Kitchen.

The 2013 City Council map included most of the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood in City Council District 3, which allowed us
to be represented by a single City Council member.

We are an incredibly diverse neighborhood. The 2020 Census shows that the Hispanic, Asian-American, Black and multi-
racial communities now make up the majority of the population in Hell's Kitchen. But the City's preliminary map would
split us up into three different majority white City Council districts, diluting the political voice of Hispanic, Black and
Asian communities in Hell's Kitchen.

Hell's Kitchen, with a population of 74,621 people, is the largest neighborhood in the current City Council District-3,
followed by Chelsea, with 63,039 individuals. Together, these two neighborhoods make up more than two-thirds of the
current CD-3. They are also the most diverse neighborhoods in CD-3.

The Districting Commission's preliminary map keeps ALL of Chelsea in CD-3 but splits up Hell's Kitchen into three large
chunks with two of those parts attached to two other majority-white City Council districts.

As a result of splitting up Hell's Kitchen in this way, the representation of Hispanic and Black populations in both Hell's
Kitchen and Chelsea and of the larger Asian population in Hell's Kitchen are significantly diluted.

Currently, according to the 2020 Census, Hispanics make up 18.2 % of both Chelsea and Hell's Kitchen, Asians make up
21.4 % of Hell's Kitchen and 13.0 % of Chelsea, Blacks make up 7.5 % of Hell's Kitchen and 6.6 % of Chelsea, whites make
up 48.1 % of Hell's Kitchen and 57.5% of Chelsea.

Meanwhile the Commission's preliminary map would DECREASE the representation of Hispanics, Asians and Blacks in
the proposed City Council district 3 while INCREASING the proportion of whites in comparison to both the CURRENT City
Council generally and Hell's Kitchen and Chelsea in particular.

That is why we support the Unity map, which preserves our neighborhood's diversity and keeps Hell's Kitchen whole.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3:
https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022

Thank you,



<< William R. HaufrechtH>>
[l est 48th street, ] NvC 10036>>



From: Robert Maril

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 1:20 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen supports the Unity Map

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Everyone who lives in Hell’s Kitchen knows that our community runs west of Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River
between West 34th Street and West 59th Street.

The first mention of Hell's Kitchen in print dates back to the 1880s. But even today, tourist guides use these same
boundaries to refer to Hell's Kitchen.

The 2013 City Council map included most of the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood in City Council District 3, which allowed us
to be represented by a single City Council member.

We are an incredibly diverse neighborhood. The 2020 Census shows that the Hispanic, Asian-American, Black and multi-
racial communities now make up the majority of the population in Hell's Kitchen. But the City's preliminary map would
split us up into three different majority white City Council districts, diluting the political voice of Hispanic, Black and
Asian communities in Hell's Kitchen.

Hell's Kitchen, with a population of 74,621 people, is the largest neighborhood in the current City Council District-3,
followed by Chelsea, with 63,039 individuals. Together, these two neighborhoods make up more than two-thirds of the
current CD-3. They are also the most diverse neighborhoods in CD-3.

The Districting Commission's preliminary map keeps ALL of Chelsea in CD-3 but splits up Hell's Kitchen into three large
chunks with two of those parts attached to two other majority-white City Council districts.

As a result of splitting up Hell's Kitchen in this way, the representation of Hispanic and Black populations in both Hell's
Kitchen and Chelsea and of the larger Asian population in Hell's Kitchen are significantly diluted.

Currently, according to the 2020 Census, Hispanics make up 18.2 % of both Chelsea and Hell's Kitchen, Asians make up
21.4 % of Hell's Kitchen and 13.0 % of Chelsea, Blacks make up 7.5 % of Hell's Kitchen and 6.6 % of Chelsea, whites make
up 48.1 % of Hell's Kitchen and 57.5% of Chelsea.

Meanwhile the Commission's preliminary map would DECREASE the representation of Hispanics, Asians and Blacks in
the proposed City Council district 3 while INCREASING the proportion of whites in comparison to both the CURRENT City
Council generally and Hell's Kitchen and Chelsea in particular.

That is why we support the Unity map, which preserves our neighborhood's diversity and keeps Hell's Kitchen whole.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3:
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C63f5949419a7488ad49408da82d03d2f%7C
35c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637966128174276347%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWiIjoi



MCAwLjAwMDAILCIQljoiV2IuMzliLCJBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMNn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=Sx7cobq%2FM
NNTbDiwBvPWtGid15VuVW6Hb8BYz90IscY%3D&amp;reserved=0

Thank you,
Robert Maril

. 52nd st.

Apt 16F
NYC 10019

Sent from my iPhone



From: Rose Ellis

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 3:02 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Rose EIIis- West 45th



. 0009090909099«

From:

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 8:57 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell’s Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's
Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows
that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets.
Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines proposed by
the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they
currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you support the Unity
Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address the unique
needs of our community. Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926 ?event=nyc2022. Do
NOT SPLIT HELL'S KITCHEN. PLEASE ONE VOICE

Sincerely, Rosemary Hopkins [JJjw. 43rd Street NY,NY 10036



From: Scott Hernandez

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:09 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] HK redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Hello,

As a resident of Hell’s Kitchen for over 13 years and as a condo owner, | would like to express my concern and dismay
over the proposed redistricting of Hell’s Kitchen.

| am NOT in favor of this.

Best regards, Scott

W 47th St Apt 3E
New York, NY 1003



From: Seth Arrobas

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 11:05 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C6102a63d0d1a4396243608da82bd70ed%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637966048482373592%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MCAwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzIiLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=pzOHEIdtKAgp
wjgsTq9TMAXkXSdhPAXOPoyoOv9sePE%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,

Seth Arrobas

- W 55 Street
New York, NY 10019



A Not-for-Profit Corporation

east sixties neighborhood association, inc.

P.O Box 1855

New York, NY 10021-0048

Tel 212-713-5826  info@esna-nyc.com * www.esna-nyc.com

August 5, 2022

To: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission

VIA EMAIL TO: PublicTestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov

MAIL TO: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission, 253 Broadway-4" FI, NYC 10007

RE: Redistricting a portion of NYC Council Manhattan District 5 to Queens District 26

Dear Commissioner Walcott,

| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan
Council District 5 which include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt
Island not be adopted for the following reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria outlined in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d)
and (e) and Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:
neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
the proposed district is not compact,
the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected
neighborhoods. Notably, will a Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the
needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8 and
Roosevelt Island? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional Manhattan
Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards?
What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of
Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on
important matters of public policy including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will
a Queens Council Member adopt?



A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous
medical and research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions
directly impacted by the proposed new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan
Kettering Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Schwarzman Animal Medical Center,
Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How
effective will a Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Community District 8 ranks 47" out of 59 Districts with the least amount of public park space.
This plan would remove 24 Sycamores Park, most of Honey Locust Park , most of the East River
Esplanade, and all of Andrew Haswell Green Park (AHG). AHG Phase 3 of the park will likely cost 25
million dollars to complete. Will a Council Member in CD26 spend that kind of money for an area that
represents only 27% of the residents/voters in her/his District? Not to mention that the parks that move
to CD#26 Queens will have a different Borough Commissioner from the sections that remain in CD5.

Third and finally, this oddly shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely
impact the provision of municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s
residents. We refer you to the resolution passed by Community Board 8 disapproving the redistricting
commission’s map and refer you to the map proposed by Community Board 8’s resolution, which would
result in District 4 having a population of 177,446 and District 5 a population of 177,176 etc.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not
adopt the proposed districts referenced above.

| thank you in advance for your consideration,

Yours truly,

NAME ADDRESS Zip Code

“Celebrating the Spirit of Neighborhood”



From: Thomas Hays

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 11:20 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Hello,

We are strongly against the proposed redistricting. We believe that the proposed districting would not allow for
representation of our interests as they do now.

We hope you consider our input.

Regards,

Ellen Friedland and Thomas Hays

[ cast 7oth st., 10075

Sent from my iPhone



From: Thomas Morrissey, Artistic Director, Theatre NOW_

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 6:03 PM
To: Public Testimony

Cc: Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

My name is Thomas Morrissey. | live at 400 West 43rd Street, Apt 45-O, NYC 10036. | am
The Producing Artistic Director of Theatre Now New York, a non-profit theatre company
that produces new musicals for our community that employs local theatre artists at

the A.R.T./New York Theatres at 502 West 53rd Street, NYC 10019 AND | am a longtime
resident of Hell's Kitchen.

| do not wish to see our community split among three different districts.

Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West
34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Thomas Morrissey

-West 43rd Street, Apt 45-0
New York, NY 10036

xl




From: Virginia Hamilton

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 3:17 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Virginia Hamilton
W 12th st

New York, NY 10011



From: Robert Haufrecht

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 12:15 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen supports the Unity Map

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Everyone who lives in Hell’s Kitchen knows that our community runs west of Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River
between West 34th Street and West 59th Street.

The first mention of Hell's Kitchen in print dates back to the 1880s. But even today, tourist guides use these same
boundaries to refer to Hell's Kitchen.

The 2013 City Council map included most of the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood in City Council District 3, which allowed us
to be represented by a single City Council member.

We are an incredibly diverse neighborhood. The 2020 Census shows that the Hispanic, Asian-American, Black and multi-
racial communities now make up the majority of the population in Hell's Kitchen. But the City's preliminary map would
split us up into three different majority white City Council districts, diluting the political voice of Hispanic, Black and
Asian communities in Hell's Kitchen.

Hell's Kitchen, with a population of 74,621 people, is the largest neighborhood in the current City Council District-3,
followed by Chelsea, with 63,039 individuals. Together, these two neighborhoods make up more than two-thirds of the
current CD-3. They are also the most diverse neighborhoods in CD-3.

The Districting Commission's preliminary map keeps ALL of Chelsea in CD-3 but splits up Hell's Kitchen into three large
chunks with two of those parts attached to two other majority-white City Council districts.

As a result of splitting up Hell's Kitchen in this way, the representation of Hispanic and Black populations in both Hell's
Kitchen and Chelsea and of the larger Asian population in Hell's Kitchen are significantly diluted.

Currently, according to the 2020 Census, Hispanics make up 18.2 % of both Chelsea and Hell's Kitchen, Asians make up
21.4 % of Hell's Kitchen and 13.0 % of Chelsea, Blacks make up 7.5 % of Hell's Kitchen and 6.6 % of Chelsea, whites make
up 48.1 % of Hell's Kitchen and 57.5% of Chelsea.

Meanwhile the Commission's preliminary map would DECREASE the representation of Hispanics, Asians and Blacks in
the proposed City Council district 3 while INCREASING the proportion of whites in comparison to both the CURRENT City
Council generally and Hell's Kitchen and Chelsea in particular.

That is why we support the Unity map, which preserves our neighborhood's diversity and keeps Hell's Kitchen whole.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3:
https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022

Thank you,



<< William R. HaufrechtH>>
[l \est 48th Street, 4w, NYC 10036>>



Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 8:29 AM
To: Public Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen supports the Unity Map

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Everyone who lives in Hell’s Kitchen knows that our community runs west of Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River
between West 34th Street and West 59th Street.

The first mention of Hell's Kitchen in print dates back to the 1880s. But even today, tourist guides use these same
boundaries to refer to Hell's Kitchen.

The 2013 City Council map included most of the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood in City Council District 3, which allowed us
to be represented by a single City Council member.

We are an incredibly diverse neighborhood. The 2020 Census shows that the Hispanic, Asian-American, Black and multi-
racial communities now make up the majority of the population in Hell's Kitchen. But the City's preliminary map would
split us up into three different majority white City Council districts, diluting the political voice of Hispanic, Black and
Asian communities in Hell's Kitchen.

Hell's Kitchen, with a population of 74,621 people, is the largest neighborhood in the current City Council District-3,
followed by Chelsea, with 63,039 individuals. Together, these two neighborhoods make up more than two-thirds of the
current CD-3. They are also the most diverse neighborhoods in CD-3.

The Districting Commission's preliminary map keeps ALL of Chelsea in CD-3 but splits up Hell's Kitchen into three large
chunks with two of those parts attached to two other majority-white City Council districts.

As a result of splitting up Hell's Kitchen in this way, the representation of Hispanic and Black populations in both Hell's
Kitchen and Chelsea and of the larger Asian population in Hell's Kitchen are significantly diluted.

Currently, according to the 2020 Census, Hispanics make up 18.2 % of both Chelsea and Hell's Kitchen, Asians make up
21.4 % of Hell's Kitchen and 13.0 % of Chelsea, Blacks make up 7.5 % of Hell's Kitchen and 6.6 % of Chelsea, whites make
up 48.1 % of Hell's Kitchen and 57.5% of Chelsea.

Meanwhile the Commission's preliminary map would DECREASE the representation of Hispanics, Asians and Blacks in
the proposed City Council district 3 while INCREASING the proportion of whites in comparison to both the CURRENT City
Council generally and Hell's Kitchen and Chelsea in particular.

That is why we support the Unity map, which preserves our neighborhood's diversity and keeps Hell's Kitchen whole.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3:
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C5d8a00bf724740c7ca7d08da8370b2ec%7C3
5c¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637966817319361018%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM



C4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2luMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwilLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=ag27yPN50gnlicy
aV2teWiDyAT%2F6msIF5eHN%2BHvOx0hA%3D&amp;reserved=0

Thank you,

<< Insert First NAME and Last NAME >>
<< Insert your Building address >>



From: Alexandra Dolce

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 3:24 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Roosevelt Island in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission.

Moving Roosevelt Island to Queens would be a big mistake. Roosevelt Island's personality and uniqueness lies in the fact
that it is part of Manhattan. Simply put, Manhattan is who we are.

Sincerely,
Alexandra Dolce



My name is Al Kurland. | am a resident of District 7. | am a community activist and educator
who has lived at 664 West 161 Street for 40 years. | am requesting that the redistricting
commission SAVE THE 160’s. Saving the 160’s means that the lower 160’s remain part of
District 7 and do not become part of District 10. District 7’s northern border should, at least,
extend to 165th Street, West of Fort Washington Avenue and to 162nd Street, West of
Broadway.

I am advocating for the map linked here: https://districtr.org/plan/138688.

Washington Heights has always been at the heart of District 7. Those of us who live in the lower
160’s have formed our own small community—and together, we have a strong voice. United, we
have been able to elect representatives who recognize our collective power and focus their
attention on our needs. Divided, our community will be overshadowed by the communities just
north of us.

In the last election, voters in the 160’s cast their vote for our current council member, Shaun
Abreu. Because our community makes up a meaningful percentage of the vote, we have been
able to ask our council member for meaningful investments in our community. These
investments include:

¢ $1.2 million dollars to upgrade and revitalize Lily Brown Playground, located between
162nd and 163rd and Riverside Drive.

e Nearly $1 million for P.S. 4 on 160th and Amsterdam to upgrade the auditorium,
gymnasium, and library.

« Over $50,000 to Riverstone Senior Life Services at 99 Fort Washington, where he has
also fought for senior traffic zones.

o Working with the Parks Department and Department of Transportation to make
desperately needed repairs to the sidewalks and implement loading zones for
deliveries between 160 to 165 and Riverside.

o A massive block party on 161st Street where people from the lower 160’s could come
together, as we always have, to enjoy one another’s company and show our kids a
good time.

The 160’s can’t compete for attention with Inwood. The borders of any district are always at risk
of being left out in the cold, but that isn’t the case in District 7 because our northern border
stands strong and united. | beg you - please do not tear apart what we have worked so hard to
build. Do not weaken representation of New York's Latino community. Do not dilute the
Latino vote or pack Latinos into a single district. Let the 160's continue to stand strong, hold our
elected officials accountable, and have a voice in our local government.



From: Amir Levy

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 3:40 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022

Sincerely,

Amir Levy
Il W 23rd sT 368
NY NY 10036



From:

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 10:17 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting commission

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Commissioner :

| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following
reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

¢ neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact, ® the proposed district is not compact, ¢ the proposed
district results in an extreme crossover district, and ¢ the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions directly impacted by the proposed new
lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell,
Animal Medical Center, Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience
and expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will
a Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. My fellow residents and | stand ready to meet with Commission staff to address these
matters and to propose alternatives. | thank you in advance for your consideration.

| would like to propose the following redistricting boundary lines which would result in CD4 having a population of
177,446 and CD5 a population of 177,176:

¢ Give CD4 back the area between Stuyvesant Town and 34th Street east of 1st Avenue ¢ Give CD2 (from CD4) the
blocks between Broadway and 5th Avenue south of 39th Street.

¢ Incorporate the proposed westward expansion of CD4 out to 8th Avenue to cover the Broadway core instead of
leaving it divided between two districts.

¢ Trace that up 8th Avenue to Columbus Circle, where CD4 currently ends.

¢ Give CD5 back Roosevelt Island, Sutton Area, and the parts in the East 60’s and 70s, with minor modification of the
area just south of 79th so the new line would be 78th (Lexington to 3rd) and 77th (3rd-2nd).

¢ Keep the previous district lines for CD4 and CD5 along Lexington from 79th up to 96th.

¢ Give Council District 8 all of the area north of 96th Street from CD4 and CD5.

1



Truly yours

Amr shayeb

- east 56th street, apt 360
New York- New York

10022



From: Ariella

Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 9:02 AM

To: Public Testimony; NYXredistricting@redistricting.nyc.gov
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Manhattan Council District 5

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Hello,

| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following
reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

the proposed district is not compact,

the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and

the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? How will
schools be addressed for families physically living on the island of Manhattan? What is the likelihood that the Manhattan
portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens
residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy including, but not limited to,
congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions directly impacted by the proposed new
lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell,
Animal Medical Center, Rockefeller University, and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience
and expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will
a Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above.

Thank you,
Ariella Goldman



Avriella Goldman, MD, MPH, FACOG
Pronouns: she/her/hers



From:

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 6:09 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Barbara Pryor

l E 65th St New York, NY 10065-6712



From: Betty Graham

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 4:18 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
<<NAME>>Betty Graham
<<ADDRESSJJJJJ] West 43rd Street apt. 23K New York, NY 10036



Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 12:00 AM

To: Public Testimony

Cc: Brenda

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's
Kitchen resident and
do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen
stretches west
from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and
vibrant one that
became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority
community
and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of
1965.
For this reason, | ask that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must
continue to
have one voice to address the unique needs of our community. Here is a link to the
Unity Map for CD-3.
https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.
Sincerely, <<NAME>> <<ADDRESS>>
Brenda F Davidson

W 43rd St. 9H

C NY 10036 6344



Brigitte and Juergen Thieme - Sutton Place South, 7A
New York, NY 10022

August 21, 2022

To New York City Districting Commission Members:
Dennis M. Walcott, Chair
Hon. Marilyn D. Go,

Maria Mateo, Esq.

Joshua Schneps

Lisa Sorin

Msgr. Kevin Sullivan

Kai-Ki Wong

Maf Misbah Uddin
Michael Schnall

Kristen A. Johnson

Yovan Samual Collado
Gregory W. Kirschenbaum
Marc Wurzel

Kevin John Hanratty and
Dr. Darrin K. Porcher

Dear Commissioners:

We are writing to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District
26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which include portions of Sutton Place, the
Upper East Side and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following
reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter
Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e)and Section 52 (2).



The violation of those criteria results in districts where:
eneighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
ethe proposed district is not compact,

ethe proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
ethe proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the
affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a Queens Council Member have a district
office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member
send representation to two additional Manhattan Community Boards? Will a
Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever
prevail in a matter of Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents
may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens
Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of
numerous medical and research facilities with sprawling, densely populated
campuses. Among those institutions directly impacted by the proposed new lines
are: (i) Hospital for Special Surgery, (ii) Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center,
(iii) New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, (iv) Animal Medical Center, (v)
Rockefeller University and (vi) Cornell Tech.

Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and expertise in addressing
the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How
effective will a Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly
and adversely impact the provision of municipal services and diminish the political
voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, we urge the Commission to return to the drawing
board and not adopt the proposed districts referenced above. Residents of our
building as well as our representatives (members of our Board of Directors of Two
Sutton Place South Tenants Corporation, as well as our managing company



Charles Greenthal) stand ready to meet with Commission staff to address these
matters and to propose alternatives.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Juergen and Brigitte Thieme



From:

Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 8:05 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Ceb39e9c9e54d462eff0d08da84369d4e%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637967668531259148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
CawLjAWMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=%2F%2B2KAaSM
SHOg1lpefdW6YveQ1l2HQkQGN8W%2FKS9ThzIn0%3D&amp;reserved=0

Sincerely,
Caitlin Doukas
[l 10th Ave. New York, NY 10036



From: Carol Hollenbeck

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 6:41 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen supports the Unity Map

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Everyone who lives in Hell’s Kitchen knows that our community runs west of Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River
between West 34th Street and West 59th Street.

The first mention of Hell's Kitchen in print dates back to the 1880s. But even today, tourist guides use these same
boundaries to refer to Hell's Kitchen.

The 2013 City Council map included most of the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood in City Council District 3, which allowed us
to be represented by a single City Council member.

We are an incredibly diverse neighborhood. The 2020 Census shows that the Hispanic, Asian-American, Black and multi-
racial communities now make up the majority of the population in Hell's Kitchen. But the City's preliminary map would
split us up into three different majority white City Council districts, diluting the political voice of Hispanic, Black and
Asian communities in Hell's Kitchen.

Hell's Kitchen, with a population of 74,621 people, is the largest neighborhood in the current City Council District-3,
followed by Chelsea, with 63,039 individuals. Together, these two neighborhoods make up more than two-thirds of the
current CD-3. They are also the most diverse neighborhoods in CD-3.

The Districting Commission's preliminary map keeps ALL of Chelsea in CD-3 but splits up Hell's Kitchen into three large
chunks with two of those parts attached to two other majority-white City Council districts.

As a result of splitting up Hell's Kitchen in this way, the representation of Hispanic and Black populations in both Hell's
Kitchen and Chelsea and of the larger Asian population in Hell's Kitchen are significantly diluted.

Currently, according to the 2020 Census, Hispanics make up 18.2 % of both Chelsea and Hell's Kitchen, Asians make up
21.4 % of Hell's Kitchen and 13.0 % of Chelsea, Blacks make up 7.5 % of Hell's Kitchen and 6.6 % of Chelsea, whites make
up 48.1 % of Hell's Kitchen and 57.5% of Chelsea.

Meanwhile the Commission's preliminary map would DECREASE the representation of Hispanics, Asians and Blacks in
the proposed City Council district 3 while INCREASING the proportion of whites in comparison to both the CURRENT City
Council generally and Hell's Kitchen and Chelsea in particular.

That is why we support the Unity map, which preserves our neighborhood's diversity and keeps Hell's Kitchen whole.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3:

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Cc220dc9c79644cc3a42808da83c63f26%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637967184746980656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM



C4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6l1k1haWwiLCIXVCI6MNn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=sdlinbbrUfUsdX
DAutpRiUCLRREJXx14%2Byrdycm4msFk%3D&amp;reserved=0

Thank you,

<< Insert First NAME and Last NAME >> carol hollenbeck << Insert your Building address >> - west 43rd st 25G n.y.
10036



From: caryn koster

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 2:24 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] opposition to the proposed redistricting of Manhattan City Council 5 (CD5)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

> Dear Commissioner:

>

> | am writing in opposition to the proposed redistricting of Manhattan City Council 5 (CD5), moving Sutton Place and
parts of the UES into Queens City Council district 26.

>

| have walked on beautified LIC waterfront and think the east side has a long overhaul that needs attention and it’s own
funding to establish similar beautification. Upper east side once was a very beautiful neighborhood, not anymore, it
needs as much resources as any other waterfront area maybe more now than ever before because it has been assumed
to be affluent. By keeping these districts separate we can provide attention to each neighborhood needs- grouping areas
together don’t help each individual area but further hurt them collectively.

> Reading the letter submitted by

> CB5 letter, | agree and support their statements that, "splitting the community goes against four of the criteria set
forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts
where:

>.  neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
>.  the proposed district is not compact,

>.  the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
>.  the proposed district is very oddly shaped."

>

> | sincerely hope that you will keep Sutton Place and the adjoining Upper East Side in CD5 and not break the community
and redistrict them with CD26 in Queens.

> Kind regards,
Caryn Koster



From: Cathy Allen

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 8:01 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen whole

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Hello There,

I’'m appalled to hear Hells Kitchen is on the butcher block.
This is an integrated, culturally cohesive community.

We need the 9th Ave food festival to remain integrated.
This is not a positive action, to cut up our community.

Thank you for hearing me out,
Cathy Allen

I W 4sThst#ae

NYC. 10036

Sent from my iPad



From: Christe Sanis

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 1:12 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Christe Sanis

- West 43 Street
Apartment 45H
New York, NY 10036



From: David Latham

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 11:16 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district
map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different
districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the
Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant
one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines proposed by the Commission
split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they
currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you
support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to
have one voice to address the unique needs of our community. Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-
3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely, David Latham registered voter at- West 43rd Street #34-H; New York, NY 10036<> <
>



From: David Licht

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 1:01 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Ccfc124d43dbe45799fe108da8396b46d%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637966980554812375%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
CawLjAwWMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=HbGk%2BkRTX4
UODWS5ghEFg4Kk16KPmgz6iXYFeFTcL6K8%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,
David Licht

[ West 43rd St.Apt. 13E
New York, NY 10036



From: Denise Reiss

Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 2:41 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C6c3ee604334f4e0cb55808da840958e6%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637967472955994242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MC4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2luMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=2im4AvnYzZVQ
WUXt4YaCcljTs2msdN7zd2eidk5B3PY%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,
Denise Reiss

. W. 42nd St., #51 D
New York 10036



From: Deshana Hamid

Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 6:10 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C3ae2217948d3437df96c08da84267495%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637967599442673803%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWiljoi
MC4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2luMzliLCJBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=NchpQDPfjyxB
Z0z0jON;jlYRIZNMdSxZvZ5TmDzHsLkQ%3D&amp;reserved=0

Sincerely,

Deshana Hamid

- West 55th Street
NYC 10019

Sent from my iPhone



From:

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 10:08 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Dina Shapiro

l E 79th St New York, NY 10075-1037



August 21, 2022
Dear Chair Walcott and the Districting Commission:

I’'m a 7-year resident of Hell’s Kitchen with close to 15 years of professional experience
giving tours focusing on the neighborhood history, culture, and architecture; | am a
member of the Guides Association of NYC and an elected alternate judicial delegate
(seated August 2022) from Assembly 75, part B.

From this perspective, I'm writing to urge the commission to maintain the historical and
contemporary neighborhood of Hell's Kitchen to one NYC Council District 3 rather than
splitting it into three. A split disregards the historical and current makeup of the Hell's
Kitchen neighborhood (north of 341", south of 59" and west of 8" Avenue). It also
ignores the commission mandate of keeping a neighborhood together.

| am writing to defend the Clinton Special District’s intention and to request that
you consider the “Unity Map,” which allows a reduction in district population to the
deviation required while keeping Hell’s Kitchen more intact (see both below). The Unity
map also avoids the dissolution of minority representation and income mix that the
current map proposed by the commission would trigger.

“The Special Clinton District (CL), generally between West 41st and West 59th Streets
west of Eighth Avenue, was created to preserve and strengthen the residential
character of a community bordering Midtown, maintain a broad mix of incomes and
ensure that the community is not adversely affected by new development.”

Thank you for considering this request to maintain our neighborhood together. We rely
on you to keep CD-3 diverse and to assure our representation in one voice by choosing
the Unity Map.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth M. Young (address: ] W. 43 Street, 34h, NYC, NY 10036)

1 https://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/zoning/districts-tools/special-purpose-districts-
manhattan.page
Zmap source: https://onehellskitchen.org/




From: Ellen Agress

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 4:30 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Reshaping of CD 5

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

To: Chair Walcott and NYC Redistricting Committee Members

| am a resident of the Upper East Side in what is now City Council District
5. I am writing to oppose the plan to divide this District by moving a
section of the Upper East Side and Roosevelt Island from the rest of the
Upper East Side District to other City Districts including District 26 in
Queens. The current District has unigue needs, projects and plans that
will be adversely affected if a portion of it is allocated to other

Districts. The representation and advocacy currently provided by our
elected representatives, including the City Council, will be diluted by the
proposed division of our District. For example, big portions of the East
River Esplanade are in desperate need of repair and are therefore closed
to pedestrians who would otherwise use it for walking and cycling. The
Upper East Side District and our elected representatives have long
focused on repairing and improving the Esplanade, which is an important
recreational area for the neighborhood. Residents in Queens and

other neighborhoods have no interest or stake in making the

Esplanade and East River waterfront usable by residents of the Upper
East Side. The advocacy and representation we now enjoy from officials
in City government will be diluted if a portion of our District is reallocated
to other boroughs and neighborhoods. Residents of the proposed new
District will not share goals for funding and resource allocation.



| strongly urge the Districting Commission not to adopt this plan that will
divide our community and place important projects that enhance the
well-being of the Upper East Side neighborhood in jeopardy.

Thank you for your consideration.

Ellen Agress

. East End Avenue
Apt. 15E

New York, NY 10028



Sample Letter to Districting Commission

Dear Commissioner ,

I write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26
and Manhattan Council District 5 which include portions of Sutton Place, the
Upper East Side and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following
reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter
Section 52 (1) (¢) (d) and (e) and Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria
results in districts where:
neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
the proposed district is not compact,
the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for
the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a Queens Council Member have a
district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high
percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens
Council Member send representation to two additional Manhattan Community
Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough
Boards? What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district
will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens
residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens
Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence
of numerous medical and research facilities with sprawling, densely populated
campuses. Among those institutions directly impacted by the proposed new lines
are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New
York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Animal Medical Center, Rockefeller University
and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding
residential areas. How effective will a Queens Council Member be in this regard?



Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will
significantly and adversely impact the provision of municipal services and
diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, I urge the Commission to return to the
drawing board and not adopt the proposed districts referenced above. My fellow
residents and I stand ready to meet with Commission staff to address these matters
and to propose alternatives. I thank you in advance for your consideration,

Yours truly,



From: Eric Johnson

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 6:39 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C0a7f08499a854955969608da83c60984%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637967183838369745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MC4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzIiLCJBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=BiqSTDGKcHyzI
JGdrqNC6g0%2FFzCCH4eYE6VZTINGM3Zc%3D&amp;reserved=0

Sincerely,
Eric Johnson
- West 43rd Street



From: Florence lsaacs

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 11:08 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Florence Isaacs

Il W 13thst

New York, NY 10011



From:

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 5:58 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island NOT be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Ms. Frances Eberhart

.E 87th St New York, NY 10128-4801



From: Grant Neale

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 5:26 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting. Please keep our neighborhood unified!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Grant Neale

- West 43rd St.
Apt 27L

New York, NY 10036



From:

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 2:54 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Letter to Mr. Walcott Re proposed redistricting Manhattan District 5

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Via email at publictestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov

August 21, 2022

Dennis M. Walcott

NYC Districting Commission
235 Broadway

New York, NY 10007

Dear Commissioner Walcott:

I write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5
which include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the
following Reasons:

First, this oddly shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents, essentially
disenfranchising us from being effectively able to voice our local concerns.

Second, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and
Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

* neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

* the proposed district is not compact,

» the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and

» the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Third, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods in
Manhattan. Notably, will a Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the
extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council
Member send representation to two additional Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member
hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed
district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly
different positions on important matters of public policy, for example, congestion pricing. Which position will a
Queens Council Member adopt?



Fourth, a defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and
research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions directly impacted by
the proposed new lines are the Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York
Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Animal Medical Center, Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected
officials have years of experience and expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with
surrounding residential areas. I do not believe a Queens Council Member will be effective in dealing with these
complex issues.

In the strongest terms possible, I urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. My fellow residents and I stand ready to meet with Commission staff to address these
matters and to propose alternatives. I thank you in advance for your consideration.

Yours truly,
Jacob Dimant, MD

. E 56™ Street
New York, NY 10022



From: Jan Buttram

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 6:03 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Jan Buttram

-West 43rd St., Apt. 23-A
New York, NY 10036



From:

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 10:06 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

And lastly, we made a choice to elect Julie Menin, because of her knowledge & concern for the issues relating to our
Upper East Side neighborhood. We r unfamiliar with the other elected official & whether the council person will be

focused on our needs.

Sincerely,



Mrs. Jane Nadboy

Il & 79th st Apt 6¢ New York, Ny 10075-1437 ||



From: Jenny Burton

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 8:20 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. I am
a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among
three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen
stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the

Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a
diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority
community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they currently
are. I think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, |
ask that you support the Unity Map to

preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to
have one voice to address the unique needs of our community.

[ wasn't born in Hells Kitchen, but was born in Manhattan. [ have
lived happily in Manhattan Plaza, a whole community, for over 30 years.

Whatever the agendas are around this contemplation of splitting the districts
up, and we ALL know that there are always agendas, know this,

UNITED WE STAND, DIVIDED WE FALL, AND THAT AIN'T NO STAGE

Every time we leave wisdom and common sense in the rearview mirror, we
mess up as a people and sacrifice the well being of things!!!!



[ sincerely hope you will consider what you're really doing to this community.

With Respect,

Jean Burton
B West 43rd St. #44R

New York, NY 10036



From: Jen Choi Weinstein

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 8:09 AM

To: Public Testimon

Cc:

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to Redistricting Roosevelt Island

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

To Members of the Redistricting Commission:

[ strongly oppose the redistricting lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5,
which includes Roosevelt Island, for the following reason(s):

The proposed change is a direct violation of City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52 (2), resulting
in:

Neighborhoods and communities of interest not being kept intact.

The proposed district is not compact as instructed.

The proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, crossing a borough boundary.
4. The proposed district is very oddly shaped.

In addition, the Queens member would need to send representatives to 2 Manhattan Community Boards and hold

membership in 2 Borough Boards. Queens and Manhattan residents may differ on public policy issues such as

congestion pricing. Manhattan residents in the Queens district would be at a disadvantage in participatory

budgeting.

W

Loss of representation in District 5, where the tramway is rooted, puts operation of this vital link in jeopardy.

Thank you,

Jen Weinstein, RI Resident

Sent from my iPhone



From: John Druzba

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 3:58 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
John Druzba
[ W 23rd st, Apt 8K, NYC, 10036



From: Judith Searcy

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 12:56 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C6cb363172ad14fff141c08da83962c8a%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637966979298919524%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
CawLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2luMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=MdZWYOh5bouc
4pJN6mMQ1Li5r63vpm6kbSD8QBRIKhMIQ%3D&amp;reserved=0.

Sincerely,
Judith Searcy

[l West 43rd st. #13E
New York, NY 10036



From: Karen Schadow

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 7:48 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,
Karen Schadow
. 43rd st.
NYC 10036



From: Kate Hurd

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 11:54 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

To Whom It May Concern,

| am a resident of Hell’s Kitchen who is opposed to the idea of separating our current district into three. It does not
better represent the constituents of this area, it weakens it. | ask you to please keep Hell’s Kitchen whole.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kathleen Hurd

[l \West 43rd Street #34N
New York, NY 10036

Sent from my iPad



From: Ms. K

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 11:20 AM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's
Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows
that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets.
Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines proposed by
the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they
currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you support the Unity
Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address the unique
needs of our community. Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/1379267?event=nyc2022.
Sincerely, Kathy Hart, | live at- W. 55th Street, 6C, 10019. Thank you.




From: Laura Linet Acosta Jacobs

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 6:37 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission, Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's
Kitchen resident and do not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here
knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th
Streets. Our community is a diverse and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines
proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter
than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you support
the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address
the unique needs of our community. Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3.
https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Laura Acosta
Resident of Health kitchen



Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 8:53 AM
To: Public Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Ca3059d5832644a39f18b08da843d4270%7C
35¢828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637967696942052034%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoi
MCAwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzIiLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=xTGs8oTUqUM
r8TglnmtNgkMgyprXSZscd8QLEBS5JE0%3D&amp;reserved=0

Sincerely,
Leila Colbert
- West 43rd Street
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From:

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 9:42 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,

| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following
reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mr. Leonard Lavitt

. E 79th St New York, NY 10075-1451



From: Leslie Davis <«

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 10:00 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,

Leslie Davis

Il W 13thst

New York, NY 10011



A Not-for-Profit Corporation

east sixties neighborhood association, inc.

P.O Box 1855

New York, NY 10021-0048

Tel 212-713-5826  info@esna-nyc.com * www.esna-nyc.com

August 5, 2022

To: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission
VIA EMAIL TO: PublicTestimony(@redistricting.nyc.gov
MAIL TO: Dennis M. Walcott, Chair NYC Districting Commission, 253 Broadway-4th F1, NYC 10007

RE: Redistricting a portion of NYC Council Manhattan District 5 to Queens District 26

Dear Commissioner Walcott,

I write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan
Council District 5 which include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Is-
land not be adopted for the following reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria outlined in City Charter Section 52 (1) (¢) (d)
and (e) and Section 52 (2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:
* neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
the proposed district is not compact,
the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neigh-
borhoods. Notably, will a Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs
of the extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8 and Roosevelt
Island? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional Manhattan Community
Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is the
likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participato-
ry Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters
of public policy including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council
Member adopt?



A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous med-
ical and research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions direct-
ly impacted by the proposed new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center, New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, Schwarzman Animal Medical Center, Rockefeller
University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and expertise in ad-
dressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Community District 8 ranks 47t out of 59 Districts with the least amount of public park space.
This plan would remove 24 Sycamores Park, most of Honey Locust Park , most of the East River Es-
planade, and all of Andrew Haswell Green Park (AHG). AHG Phase 3 of the park will likely cost 25
million dollars to complete. Will a Council Member in CD26 spend that kind of money for an area that
represents only 27% of the residents/voters in her/his District? Not to mention that the parks that move
to CD#26 Queens will have a different Borough Commissioner from the sections that remain in CDS.

Third and finally, this oddly shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely
impact the provision of municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s
residents. We refer you to the resolution passed by Community Board 8 disapproving the redistricting
commission’s map and refer you to the map proposed by Community Board 8’s resolution, which would
result in District 4 having a population of 177,446 and District 5 a population of 177,176 etc.

In the strongest terms possible, I urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not
adopt the proposed districts referenced above.

I thank you in advance for your consideration,

Yours truly,

Elizabeth Wagner - East 63rd Street, 9D New York, NY 10065

“Celebrating the Spirit of Neighborhood”






From: Majed Abdulsamad

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 10:08 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Regarding the Proposed Redistricting Plan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

To whom it may concern,

This is in opposition to the plan currently put forth for the redistricting in NYC, especially as it relates to the
removal of Sutton Place from Manhattan to Queens. | would like to propose the following redistricting boundary
lines which would result in CD4 having a population of 177,446 and CD5 a population of 177,176:

¢ Give CD4 back the area between Stuyvesant Town and 34th Street east of 1st Avenue

¢ Give CD2 (from CD4) the blocks between Broadway and 5th Avenue south of 39th Street.

¢ Incorporate the proposed westward expansion of CD4 out to 8th Avenue to cover the Broadway core instead of
leaving it divided between two districts.

¢ Trace that up 8th Avenue to Columbus Circle, where CD4 currently ends.

¢ Give CD5 back Roosevelt Island, Sutton Area, and the parts in the East 60’s and 70s, with minor modification of the
area just south of 79th so the new line would be 78th (Lexington to 3rd) and 77th (3rd-2nd).

* Keep the previous district lines for CD4 and CD5 along Lexington from 79th up to 96th.

* Give Council District 8 all of the area north of 96th Street from CD4 and CD5.

Best,
Majed



From: Marguerite Martin

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 7:43 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Maintain or Increase the Proposed Balance Between City Council Districts in Redistricting
to Ensure

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear NYC Redistricting Commission,

| strongly believe it’s imperative that the current City Council redistricting rights the wrongs of the last redistricting and
establishes a fair and equal balance in population between districts, to ensure that all New Yorkers have equal voting
power and equal representation. The last redistricting left some districts like the 1st and 3rd with 10% more residents
than other districts in the city and 5% more than the citywide average, leaving residents of these districts with
diminished voting power and significantly underrepresented in the City Council over the last 10 years. That inequality
has only grown as populations in some districts like the 3rd have soared, so that district now has over 30% more
residents than other districts and 17% more than the citywide average, leaving its residents even more
underrepresented and with proportionately less voting power.

The currently proposed new City Council district lines largely correct this glaring inequality, creating new districts with
roughly equal populations except those on Staten Island, which would continue to have almost 4.5% fewer residents
than the citywide average, and thus have disproportionately more representation and their residents disproportionately
more voting power.

As the Redistricting Commission considers further changes to the proposed map, it's imperative that they not decrease
the relative balance between district populations, and if anything that balance should be increased, and the current
proposed inequalities (while significantly less than 10 years ago) should be further reduced or eliminated. Only this way
can we ensure equality of representation and voting power between all New Yorkers, and right the wrongs of the last
redistricting, which left some New Yorkers woefully underrepresented.

Regards,
Marguerite Martin
W 12th st

New York, NY 10011



From: Marietta LaFargue <

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 10:14 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

I’'m Marietta Federici-LaFargue, an actor and Forensic Psychologist. | have lived at 484 W. 43rd Street for 45 years raising my mixed race
children. Please keep Hell's Kitchen whole — our boundaries are from 8th ave to the Hudson River and from 34th St. - 59th St. We are a very
diverse community with affordable housing, restaurants and shops that offer Greek, Ethiopian, Mexican, Turkish, Indian, Afghan, Brazilian,
Italian, Puerto Rican and many other foods that enrich our lives. For example, the yearly Ninth Ave. International Food Festival covering west
42nd St. - 57th St., which has served as a reunion for generations of Hell's Kitchen Families and friends for over 40 years. The notion that our
neighborhood could be split between 3 council districts is preposterous and offensive. Generations of families have lived and worked together
to build this community that is our NEIGHBORHOOD. We have come together in the darkest of times to uplift each other. Our children were
raised knowing the value of a strong community — In a City like New York, where such a community is RARE, please do not divide what has
been long worked and fought for.

Marietta LaFarge (AKA Federici-LaFargue)
Actress



From:

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 1:37 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish to
see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches west
from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse and
vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade. The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this
majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6 becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a
violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity
and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Sincerely,
Marion Darby

F West 43rd St, Apt 20-R
ew York, NY 10036



From: Mark Dean

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 4:33 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep Hell's Kitchen Whole

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a longtime Hell's Kitchen resident and do
not wish to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen
stretches west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a
diverse, vibrant and proud one that became 51% minority over the last decade. Hell’s Kitchen is arguably the most
unique & famous neighborhood in all of Manhattan. The people who live here take extreme pride in our historical
independence, panache and particular Je ne sais quoi.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7Cff350333dd0d4c73ef4308da83b45cbha%7C3
5c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637967107951330866%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
C4AwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliLCJBTil6lk1haWwilLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=idBOX%2F5Bqs68
hW4%2Bgzikbyulz%2FEyxcQE%2F3yXTqjXUW4%3D&amp;reserved=0

Sincerely,

Mark Dean

[l . 50th Street 10019

43 year resident of Hell’s Kitchen
(Since 1979)

Sent from my iPhone



From: Marla Altberg

Sent: Sunday, Auqust 21, 2022 10:27 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] testimony regarding re-districting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the

sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

| oppose the redistricting of Manhattan areas into Queens. There are
totally different issues and priorities in these areas. We each, both
Queens and Manhattan, need representation with the priorities in mind
of the locality, not grouping everything into a singular objective.

Marla Altberg
440 E 79th St, New York, NY 10075




Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 5:37 PM
To: Public Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony regarding proposed redistricting of NYC Council Districts

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Walcott and NYC Redistricting Commission Members:

I live in City Council District 5 and I write to urge the Redistricting Commission to reject the proposed
reconfiguration of City Council Districts 5 and 26 and to keep the present City Council District 5 intact. At the
very least, City Council District 5, however reconfigured, should remain entirely within the geographic
boundary lines of the Borough of Manhattan.

The proposed reconfigured Council Districts 5 and 26 would move a portion of an Upper East Side Manhattan
neighborhood into a Queens City Council District. The majority of constituents in the reconfigured District 26
reside in Queens.

This defies common sense. The Manhattan neighborhood and the Queens portion of the proposed District 26
are not adjacent; they are separated by a RIVER. To travel from the Manhattan neighborhood to the Queens
District one must board a ferry or cross a bridge. Presumably, the City Council member of this proposed
District 26 will set up an office in Queens, thus requiring the Manhattan residents to take two subways or some
combination of subways and buses to interact with the Council member or staff in person. Creating this burden
on the Manhattan constituents is unacceptable.

It is stating the obvious that the concerns of the constituents in Queens will frequently differ from and in fact be
at odds with the concerns of those in the Manhattan neighborhood, who will be in the minority. Take, for
example, the issue of congestion pricing for vehicles traveling into Manhattan from Queens. Similarly,
Manhattan and Queens residents may have different views about the regulation of e-bicycles and e-scooters.

Moreover, the Manhattan neighborhood in question contains a portion of the East River Esplanade, a vital
public recreational space for the residents of the Upper East Side and East Harlem. Manhattan City Council
members whose districts include the East River Esplanade have consistently devoted themselves in time and
money to maintaining and improving this valuable walkway parkland. It is difficult to imagine a City Council
member, most of whose constituents reside in Queens, being motivated to continue such devotion.

It is my understanding that the Redistricting Commission is required to try to avoid splitting existing
neighborhoods and communities. Yet, the proposed reconfigured Districts 5 and 26 do just that, and therefore,
should be rejected.

Sincerely,

Mary Faucher
East End Avenue
New York, NY 10028



From:

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 11:31 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep the Upper East Side in Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Dear Chair Dennis Walcott,
| write to ask that the district lines proposed for Queens Council District 26 and Manhattan Council District 5 which
include portions of Sutton Place, the Upper East Side, and all of Roosevelt Island not be adopted for the following

reasons.

First, the draft proposal violates four of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c) (d) and (e) and Section 52
(2). The violation of those criteria results in districts where:

. neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,
. the proposed district is not compact,

. the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and
. the proposed district is very oddly shaped.

Second, the proposed districts will create significant practical difficulties for the affected neighborhoods. Notably, will a
Queens Council Member have a district office in Manhattan to serve the needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of
seniors in Manhattan Community Districts 6 & 8? Will a Queens Council Member send representation to two additional
Manhattan Community Boards? Will a Queens Council Member hold full membership on two Borough Boards? What is
the likelihood that the Manhattan portion of the proposed district will ever prevail in a matter of Participatory
Budgeting? Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy
including, but not limited to, congestion pricing. Which position will a Queens Council Member adopt?

A defining element of the East Side’s neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and research
facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Manhattan elected officials have years of experience and
expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a
Queens Council Member be in this regard?

Third and finally, this oddly-shaped, extreme crossover district will significantly and adversely impact the provision of
municipal services and diminish the political voices of thousands of Manhattan’s residents.

In the strongest terms possible, | urge the Commission to return to the drawing board and not adopt the proposed
districts referenced above. | thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Mr. Matthew Thornton

Il & 79th st Apt 121 New York, NY 10075-1440 ||



From: Meenakshi Baker

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 7:54 AM

To: Public Testimon

Cc:

Subject: [EXTERNAL] City Council Redistricting Plans

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Commissioner:

[ am writing in opposition to the proposed redistricting of Manhattan City Council 5 (CD5),
moving Sutton Place and parts of the UES into Queens City Council district 26.

The residents of Sutton Place and adjoining Upper East side are predominantly senior citizens
and have needs for congestion pricing so there are less cars in their neighborhood. They also
have need for a continuous bike lane by the East River so there are lesser number of bikes on the
streets and avenues and they can walk in safer streets. They also need parks and places to sit and
other services focused on providing them a quality of life they are used to and worked all their
lives to achieve. Further, they have lived in their neighborhoods for decades and have provided
value for their communities.

The residents of Queens on the other hand are younger, depend on cars, already have parks by
the East River due to the development of the new high rises, and their needs will be more focused
on services for babies, adolescents et al. The population in the rental buildings by the East River
in Queens are transient.

Reading the letter submitted by
CB5 letter, I agree and support their statements that, "splitting the community goes against four
of the criteria set forth in City Charter Section 52 (1) (c¢) (d) and (e) and Section 52 (2). The
violation of those criteria results in districts where:

neighborhoods and communities of interest are not kept intact,

the proposed district is not compact,

the proposed district results in an extreme crossover district, and

the proposed district is very oddly shaped.”

It is important that communities of common interests are kept together so they can thrive and
enjoy living in the City and continue to live in the City.

[ sincerely hope that you will keep Sutton Place and the adjoining Upper East Side in CD5 and not
break the community and redistrict them with CD26 in Queens.

Thanks for listening.



Meenakshi Baker
- East 40th Street,
New York, NY 10016

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone




From: Michael Bellantuoni_>

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 3:03 PM
To: Public Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen supports the Unity Map

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

Everyone who lives in Hell’s Kitchen knows that our community runs west of Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River
between West 34th Street and West 59th Street.

The first mention of Hell's Kitchen in print dates back to the 1880s. But even today, tourist guides use these same
boundaries to refer to Hell's Kitchen.

The 2013 City Council map included most of the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood in City Council District 3, which allowed us
to be represented by a single City Council member.

We are an incredibly diverse neighborhood. The 2020 Census shows that the Hispanic, Asian-American, Black and multi-
racial communities now make up the majority of the population in Hell's Kitchen. But the City's preliminary map would
split us up into three different majority white City Council districts, diluting the political voice of Hispanic, Black and
Asian communities in Hell's Kitchen.

Hell's Kitchen, with a population of 74,621 people, is the largest neighborhood in the current City Council District-3,
followed by Chelsea, with 63,039 individuals. Together, these two neighborhoods make up more than two-thirds of the
current CD-3. They are also the most diverse neighborhoods in CD-3.

The Districting Commission's preliminary map keeps ALL of Chelsea in CD-3 but splits up Hell's Kitchen into three large
chunks with two of those parts attached to two other majority-white City Council districts.

As a result of splitting up Hell's Kitchen in this way, the representation of Hispanic and Black populations in both Hell's
Kitchen and Chelsea and of the larger Asian population in Hell's Kitchen are significantly diluted.

Currently, according to the 2020 Census, Hispanics make up 18.2 % of both Chelsea and Hell's Kitchen, Asians make up
21.4 % of Hell's Kitchen and 13.0 % of Chelsea, Blacks make up 7.5 % of Hell's Kitchen and 6.6 % of Chelsea, whites make
up 48.1 % of Hell's Kitchen and 57.5% of Chelsea.

Meanwhile the Commission's preliminary map would DECREASE the representation of Hispanics, Asians and Blacks in
the proposed City Council district 3 while INCREASING the proportion of whites in comparison to both the CURRENT City
Council generally and Hell's Kitchen and Chelsea in particular.

That is why we support the Unity map, which preserves our neighborhood's diversity and keeps Hell's Kitchen whole.

Here is a link to the Unity map for CD-3:
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fedit%2F137926%3Fevent%3Dnyc
2022&amp;data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C6ab64f1a483b4aedc80608da83a7d5bc%7C
35c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadcl1%7C0%7C0%7C637967054119066048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWiIjoi



MCAwLjAwMDAILCIQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=%2B8sDZ5iRgP
580pPxjnDyJNNOuexmeAiSqof0ZXIZeSg%3D&amp;reserved=0

Thank you,
Michael Bellantuoni

[l west 48th st Apt 3D
New York, NY 10036



From: Michele Troise

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 9:41 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hell's Kitchen Redistricting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Districting Commission,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. | am a Hell's Kitchen resident and do not wish
to see our community split among three different districts. Anyone who lives here knows that Hell's Kitchen stretches
west from Eighth Avenue to the Hudson River, between West 34th and West 59th Streets. Our community is a diverse
and vibrant one that became 51% minority over the last decade.

The district lines proposed by the Commission split up this majority minority community and result in districts 3, 4 & 6
becoming whiter than they currently are. | think this is a violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. For this reason, | ask
that you support the Unity Map to preserve our diversity and keep Hell's Kitchen whole. We must continue to have one
voice to address the unique needs of our community.

Here is a link to the Unity Map for CD-3. https://districtr.org/edit/137926?event=nyc2022.

Sincerely,

Michele Troise

Il W 23 st, Apt 33E
NYC, NY 10036



From: Mitch Jacobson

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 11:14 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] keep Hell's Kitchen whole

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

| am asking you to keep Hell's Kitchen whole.

Everyone who lives in Hell's Kitchen knows that our community runs west of Eighth
Avenue to the Hudson River between West 34th Street and West 59th Street.

The old City Council map included most of the Hell's Kitchen neighborhood in City Council
District 3, which allowed us to be represented by a single City Council member.

The Commission’s preliminary map divides our neighborhood into three major chunks so
that we would be represented by three different City Council members.

This would be a disaster for our neighborhood.

Mitch Jacobson



From: Nancy Tamuccio

Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 2:42 PM
To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Redistricting proposal

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click
the More button, then forward as attachment).

We live in the Lenox Hill area of Manhattan and we are opposed to the proposal to break up District 5 and put part of it
into Queens District 26. This makes absolutely no sense and is a violation of the New York City Charter. The Charter
indicates that communities are to be kept intact. The needs of the communities in District 5 are completely disparate
from the needs of people in District 26. To integrate part of Manhattan into Queens is not logical and would not benefit
either District 5 nor District 26.

Thank you for your attention to our email.

Nancy & Tom Tamuccio

I : s6st.

NYC, 10065

Sent from my iPhone



From: Nina Frankel

Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 8:58 AM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Testimony - Council District 3

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Dear Chairman Walcott and New York City Districting Commission Members,

Thank you for your hard work on redrawing the City Council district map. My name is Nina Frankel and | have been a
resident of Hell's Kitchen for 45 years. | reside at 484 West 43rd Street in Manhattan Plaza where | have lived since it
opened in 1977.

One of my first experiences as a Manhattan Plaza resident was as a participant in a “welcome to the neighborhood tour”
led by Lili Fable of Ninth Avenue’s Poseidon Bakery. From Pozzo Bakery in the West 50’s, Piccinini Brothers and
Poseidon in t