
Dear NYC Redistricting Commission: 

District 26 is our hom e. We are  a  d ive rse  com m unity where  peop le  of color and  
im m igran ts m ake  up  the  m ajority — accord ing to  the  2020 census, 66% of the  
respondents of District 26 iden tified  as La tin  Am erican , Asian  Am erican  Pacific 
Islander (AAPI), and  Black — the  ve ry com m unitie s of in te rest p rotected  by the  
Voting Righ ts Act. District 26 is curren tly the  hom e to  Little  Manila , Little  
Bangladesh , Tibe t Way, Little  Bhutan , and  Little  Ta iwan .  
 
Th e  se con d  d ra ft  o f t h e  m a p  cu t s  ou t  t h e  Tib e t a n  Com m u n it y Ce n t e r :  
57-12 Tibet Way, 32nd Ave, Woodside, NY 11377 
The Tibetan Community center is the place of worship and communal gathering 
for the 15,000 Tibetan Americans who live in Long Island City, Sunnyside, 
Astoria, and Woodside. Please make sure it is NOT severed from the rest of the 
district. The Tibetan community is a geopolitically protected group due to the 
discrimination and displacement they have historically faced. I ask that you make 
Woodside whole so that the entire neighborhood is not divided into four council 
districts and I would like to return Maspeth back to council district 30 to ensure 
that Maspeth is not divided and remains whole as it is today. The Tibetan 
Community Center is the largest community center for the Tibetan community in 
the entire country.  
 
I ask that the redistricting commission protects those who fall under the VRA: the 
Asian American Pacific islander, Latin American, and black community by keeping 
Woodside whole and keeping the NYCHAs together as they have been over 20 years.  
 
Please ensure that the following locations remain in district 26:  

• Little Manila (Roosevelt Ave between 68-70th St, Woodside) 
• Little Bangladesh (36th Ave between 29-31st St, Long Island City)  
• Tibet Way / Tibetan Community Center (57-12 Tibet Way, 32nd Ave, 

Woodside, NY 11377) 
• Adhikaar - Nepalese Community (71-7 Woodside Ave, Queens, NY 11377) 
• Queensbridge Houses (10-25 41st Ave, Long Island City, NY 11101) 
• Ravenswood Houses (21-20 35th Ave, Astoria, NY 11106) 
• Woodside Houses (50-51 Broadway, Woodside, NY 11377) 

 
Sunnyside  and  Woodside , in  add ition  to  the  Asian  Am erican  Pacific Islander 
com m unity, is a lso  the  hom e to  the  Colom bian  com m unity, Ecuadorian  com m unity, 
Pe ruvian  com m unity, Mexican  com m unity, and  so  m any othe r La tin  Am erican  
im m igran ts who m ake  up  29% of our d istrict. From  Long Island  City, Astoria , 
Sunnyside , to  Woodside , the re  is not a  corner of our d istrict tha t does not have  



Spanish-speaking Catholic churches, Mexican  taquerias/de lis, Colom bian  bakeries, 
Pe ruvian  ch icken  join ts, Span ish-speaking a rts organiza tions like  Thalia  Span ish  
Thea te r and  Manhatitlan  Mexican  Folkloric Dance  club , and  non  p rofits like  NICE, 
which  se rve  our new im m igran t ne ighbors. District 26 is a lso  the  hom e to  the  
Ecuadorian  Consu la te  of NYC. The  p re lim inary m ap  from  the  red istricting 
com m ission  would  d ivide  Woodside  in to  four council d istricts fractu ring the  La tin  
Am erican  com m unitie s from  where  they reside , worsh ip , work, and  ga ther. The  
fractu ring in  representa tion  would  negative ly im pact the  La tin  Am erican  
com m unity’s ab ility to  e ffectua te  pub lic policy for pub lic in te rest.  
 
When  speaking of peop le  of color tha t m ake  up  our d istrict, we  cannot forge t the  
residen ts of Queensbridge  Houses, Ravenswood  Houses, and  Woodside  Houses. 
Queensbridge  Houses, the  la rgest public houses in  the  coun try, has been  a  part of 
th is d istrict since  the  1940s. These  th ree  NYCHAs have  been  toge the r in  the  d istrict 
for over 20 years and  p rovide  consistency and  con tinua tion  in  rece iving pub lic 
resources such  as cap ita l investm ents and  benefits. Many of the  studen ts from  our 
NYCHAs a ttend  school in  District 26 — predom inantly in  Long Island  City — and  the  
curren t school d istrict is in  the  m idst of a  rezon ing to  in tegra te  our Black and  b rown 
schools with  predom inan tly white  schools. Cu tting them  ou t of the  d istrict they 
trad itiona lly have  been  a  part of will d isrupt the ir educa tion  accessib ility, cap ita l 
funding p rojects, and  the ir ab ility to  rece ive  se rvices when  there  a re  two separa te  
council m em bers for the ir school d istrict.  
 
The  p roposed  m ap  would  rem ove  six schools from  our d istrict in  Com m unity 
Educa tion  Council 24 and  Com m unity Educa tion  Council 30: PS 111, Voice  Charte r, 
PS 76, PS 152, The  Woodside  Com m unity School, and  PS 12 hurting our students 
and  fam ilie s. 
 
To sum m arize , p re lim inary m aps p roposed  by the  NYC Districting Com m ission  
would  break up  our im m igrant com m unitie s and  Black com m unitie s in to  FOUR 
d iffe ren t City Council d istricts, severe ly lim iting the ir politica l power. The  new 
d istrict would  sh ift from  m ajority peop le  of color p rotected  by the  Voting Righ ts Act 
to  p redom inan tly white  viola ting the  NY City Charte r:  
 

• White population increases from 29% to 44% 
• Hispanic population decreases from 29% to 22% 
• Asian population decreases from 31% to 25% 
• Black population decreases from 6% to 4% 

The  pre lim inary m ap  fa ils to  com ply with  the  City Charte r’s requ irem ents of fa ir and  
e ffective  represen ta tion ; keep ing ne ighborhoods and  com m unitie s in tact; keep ing 



districts com pact; lim iting crossover d istricts; and  avoid ing oddly shaped  d istricts. 
In  the  borough  of Queens, we  a lready have  two crossover d istricts — District 22 
and  District 34. If the  p re lim inary lines were  to  stay for District 26, we  would  add  a  
th ird  cross over d istrict to  Queens. The  p re lim inary m ap  is a lso  not contiguous; in  
orde r for a  District 26 residen t to  trave l to  Rooseve lt Island , they would  have  to  
leave  District 26 and  cross over to  District 22 to  take  the  on ly land  bridge  to  
Rooseve lt island  in  the  ne ighboring d istrict.  
 
In  addition  to  the  illega l sh ift of our popula tion  from  m ajority peop le  of color to  
m ajority white  — our average  incom e leve l would  double  in  the  p re lim inary m ap  
from  an  average  of $70-80k to  $140-150k. In  essence , the  red istricting com m ission  
has d issolved  a  working class, p redom inan tly people  of color d istrict to  crea te  a  
wealthy, white  d istrict, vio la ting the  requirem ent to  keep  ne ighborhoods and  
com m unitie s of in te rests in tact as we ll as the  requ irem ent of fa ir and  e ffective  
represen ta tion  of those  p rotected  by the  VRA.   
 
As a  residen t of District 26, I ask tha t the  red istricting com m ission  uses th is 
p roposed  m ap: https://districtr.org/plan/138001, which  reaches our idea l 
popula tion  of ~172k residen ts by rem oving ou te r edges of our d istrict withou t 
d ivid ing the  com m unitie s p rotected  by the  Voting Righ ts Act (Black, La tin  Am erican , 
and  Asian). We ask tha t you  keep  Woodside  whole  as part of District 26 so  tha t we  
don’t fractu re  the  im m igrant com m unity’s ab ility to  e ffectua te  pub lic policy for 
public in te rest. If d ivided , our AAPI and  Latin  Am erican  com m unitie s will be  se rved  
by four council m em bers instead  of be ing advoca ted  by one  council m em ber with  
grea te r com m unity im pact. We would  a lso  like  to  h igh light tha t the  Tibe tan  
Com m unity, who have  been  d iscrim ina ted  aga inst in  geopolitica l issues, m ust be  
p laced  toge the r in  District 26 connecting them  to  Sunnyside , Astoria , Long Island  
City with  Woodside  where  they reside  and  organ ize . The  Tibe tan  com m unity cente r, 
which  is the  hom e to  15,000 Tibe tan  Am ericans, is loca ted  in  Woodside . We a lso  ask 
tha t you  a llow the  NYCHAs to  rem ain  in  the  d istrict as they have  been  and  
und ivided  — Queensbridge , Ravenswood  and  Woodside  Houses toge ther.   
 
 
Warmly,  
 
Julie Won 
Council Member • District 26 
Pronouns: She/Her 
District Office: 718-383-9566 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdistrictr.org%2Fplan%2F138001&data=05%7C01%7CPublicTestimony%40redistricting.nyc.gov%7C17ff98d9f875440097d608da9fe9380f%7C35c828166c56443bbaf68312163cadc1%7C0%7C0%7C637998121301450524%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yboSdCN%2BaN5CyHgDk2pForCqtHXWgQnyeaIU%2FEuLTlU%3D&reserved=0

